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This year, the SGA team was comprised of: 
President Connor Back, Vice President Shaun 
Hall, Social Vice President Jack Biewend, 
Secretary Kalyn Nelson, Business Manager 
Curtis Mostul, Publicity Director David 
Waterman, Oasis Editor Leslie O'Donahue, 
Community Re lations Coordinator Doug 
Waterman, Campus Ministries Director Danny 
Atkins, Student Center Director Brent Conrad, 
Ath letic Liaison Cassy Wade, and Intramural 
Overlord Lukas Rieke, and they were all lead by 
the fantast ic Grant Mi Iler! 

This year our SGA has done some incredible 
th ings to get our school ready for action! From 
al l the events we love to budget ing for clubs and 
activities. 
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On our small campus there are plenty of groups (including 
Senate, Discipleship groups, multi-cu ltural groups, and peer 
mentors) to get involved with. Senate is in place to help decide 
where/how student fees are distributed to various groups and 
clubs on camps. The Mentor groups are there to help support 
students in various means, whether that be spiritual , mental , 
physical. 
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Covenant and Witness are the two 
traveling Summer groups who spend 
the Summer leading camps , visiting 
churches, and doing service projects 
in the Northwest Region. The 2014 
Summer Covenant team included: 
Kraymer Lorig, Ronny Beech, Lucas 
Lyon, Becca Roberts, Miles Wilson, 
Christina Wright, and Paul Zukowski. 
The Witness team consisted of : 
Danny Atkins, Emily Burke, Taylor 
Chapp le, Mario Donaldson, Hetta 
Hanson, Samantha Lundberg, and 
Ross Martinson. 
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Our Brick House is a trademark among NNU students 
with their amazing Bricks (their special ity drinks) 
and all the themed events. It's no wonder the Brick 
House was the place to be every Thursday! The live­
in residents over Fall semester were Laura and David 
Halle, and then Joshua Mast came and took over 
Spring semester. Whi le doing so he brought many 
awesomely themed nights to get our spirits l ifted 
every Thursday! 
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The day that students are excited 
for, nervous or anxious about or 
somewhere in between as finally 
arrived ... move in day! Whether 
you're a freshman moving away from 
home and into Ford or Cu lver Hall 
or a return ing student moving into 
Dooley, Sutherland, Corlett, Olsen , 
or Kirkeide, move in day can be 
pretty excit ing and exhausting at the 
same t ime, with getting away from 
home and carrying around al I of that 
luggage. Plus it 's always nice having 
a helping hand nearby, meeting new 
people, or seeing old friends aga in! 
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Freshman students d ivided into teams to conquer 
al I the tasks and activit ies planned for t hem by SGA. 
This was a wonderfu l opportun ity for the freshman 
class to bond within their groups! As always, the 
biggest highl ight of the night was the end ·of-hunt 
milk chug. 
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As per tradition, NNU SGA held a fantastic we lcomi ng 
bonfire. This year, according to theme, the bonfire 
resembled a pirate's ship! The even ing's festivities 
were a success, complete with s'mores, dancing, 
and connect ing with new students and friends alike. 
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In honor of the wonderfu lly funny Robin Williams (and in 
accordance with the theme) , students were taken on pirate-y 
trip to Neverland in Steven Spielberg's "Hook." Rootbeer floats 
were served in co lorfu l tumblers that students got to take home 
as a souvenir of their evening on the lawn. 





Friday Night Lights is a majestic competition between 
the dorms Ford, Culver, Sutherland, Dooley, Corlett, 
Kirkeid i, and Olsen . Each team is representative of a 
hall and goes through a series of fiercely competit ive 
games to win ultimate victory and pride. Always a 
crowd pleaser, this event features on ly the most 
chal lenging of obstac les. 
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Week one ended with the annual skating fiasco at 
the Nampa Rollerdone. Th is year the theme was 
under the sea, and students came in all sorts 
of creative a outlandish costumes. It was a great 
chance for people to connect with one another 
before getting ready to kick it into fu ll gear in 
classes! 
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An annual event that happens 
during the fall is broom hockey, 
wh ich is a fun I ittle competit ion 
that puts class aga inst c lass. 
Thi s year they had Freshmen 
verses Juniors and Sophomores 
verses Sen iors, then later 
Freshmen verses Sophomores 
and Juniors verses Seniors. After 
a very competit ive couple of 
games, where some people went 
home with lovely bruises, the 
Seniors ended up dominating 
the game. Then afterwards, al I 
of the students got together to 
play team games on the ice. All 
in all , it's always an exciting 
event to attend and to have fun 
with your friends! 
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One of the longest lasting NNU traditions that 
happens every spring semester is Fresheree. 
During Fresheree students from all over campus get 
together and perform hilarious skits for the student 
popu lation. It is definitely a blast! 
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Bibbidi Bobbidi Boo! This magically Disney "Beauty and The 
Beast" inspired weekend showcased nothing but fun and 
adventure! The weekend began with beautifully designed 
sh irts t hat had a hint of Mickey and Minnie along with their 
c lassic co lors and Minnie's unmistakable polka dot bow. 

The night entailed dazzling scavenger hunts, light shows, 
corn mazes, food, and the traditional end-of-the-night movie 
at The Overland Park Cinemas. 
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For all TWIRP memories this one holds the trophy. 
Not only did everyone come dressed up as their 
favorite Disney couples, either as all goodies or 
all bad ies, but the students were also spoiled with 
Disney on Ice! 

The beautifu I props and skaters left everyone on 
their toes with oohs and awes galore as t hey were 
pulled through the classic Disney ta les. 



Homecoming is the huge celebration 
of alumni and reunions that happens 
every fall. This year, the Junior class 
council did a magnificent job setting 
up our coronation ceremony, the 
80's party, and helping the student 
body cheer on our basketbal l team as 
they played the annual homecoming 
game. 
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This year our SGA brought in a new event cal led 
Manzana Gras. It featured making your own apple 
ju ice, caramel apples , a photobooth, and music! 
Definitely a new twist to events that was a blast 
and was interactive. 
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Another of our student's favorite 
evenings is the Christmas-themed 
procrastination party which serves 
as a nice break between dead 
week and finals. Santa Clause, 
puppies, and Christmas crafts 
were the main attractions at this 
years party. 
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The first week of spring semester is probably like move in 
day, where some people are excited to be back on campus 
and others are disappointed that school is starting again. 
But no matter how you feel about it, you can always count 
on the week back event to cheer you up. This year, they 
went to the Student Center first where they roasted bananas 
over a fire with chocolate chips and marshmallows and then 
they all went over to the Rec Center to hang out in an empty 
building with just NNU students. That's always fun since 
you have the basketball court, rock climbing, different 
swimming pools, the upstairs track, and other activities 
to do, which is a great way to wind down after a week of 
syllabus' and new classes. 



Q l 



t .. ,. ·. 
Jl ~, 

Mr. NNU is the school 's annual men's pageant 
which features two NNU men from each class. They 
are all required to do a total of two skits and one 
interview in which they must convince the student 
body that they alone are capable of carrying out 
the duties and responsibilities of the ro le which 
is Mr. NNU. The night was full of laughter and 
goofiness and some of our very best friends. This 
year, we congratulate senior Oscar Diaz who is 
2014-2015 Mr. NNU. 
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Oceans 15 was t he theme of t his year's 
Black Tie celebrat ion. St udents dressed 
to the nines in t heir very best casi no 
at ti re and took a limo t o the Bo ise Train 
Depot where a fa ncy d inner was served . 
Afterwards, entertain ment in he form 
of casi no games and dancing was 
enjoyed. The eveni ng was a success! 
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This year for Serve Day, about 
40 students went out to serve our 
Nampa community by picking up 
trash and lacquering benches in 
a local park. They also raked pine 
needles at the Nampa Fire Station. 
The day was finished off with a tour 
of the new Nampa Library! 



During the Fall Play the audience needed to mentally 
prepare themselves for an emotional roller-coaster. 
The Boys Next Door took the audience from very 
high moments to some of the lowest moments a 
person could go through. And the cast members 
did nothing but shine as they represented each of 
the characters with their own disabilities. Director 
of the show, Rick Strader, had been wanting this 
to be performed as the fall play for a few years now 
and it definitely did not disappoint. 
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For the second year in a row our Spring Musical 
Production was directed by Krista Jo Miller. This 
spring we got to witness the eye-popping magic 
that was ca lled Seussical. Many NNU students and 
alum were part of this grand attraction that surely 
knocked everyone's socks off with their amazing 
musical numbers and dance rout ines. This was 
surely a musical for the books! 
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At NNU, there is a club for everyone. Several 
clubs exist on campus to interest everyone. 
Ministry clubs, business clubs , and outdoor 
clubs (among others) provide an atmosphere 
that where students can gather together to 
bond of similar interests while often making a 
difference in the community and on campus. 





Editor in Chief, Leslie O'Donahue, lead us, the Oasis 
team, through hours of designing (Sara Wren, Stephanie 
Copenhaver, Janson Card), photographing (Daniel le 
Miller, Hannah Winchester, Brittany Sever, Aubri Akana), 
and writing (Kayla Davidson, Nicole Lewis, Lauren Davis) 
the 2014-2015 Oasis yearbook. 

We hope that you enjoy looking back and reminiscing on 
all the fun and exciting events that took place this amazing 
school year! 
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If you don't know about CruZoo 
then you definitely didn't go 
to enough basketball games. 
CruZoo is the pep-squad, if 
you wil l, for your basketball 
games and serious ly know 
how to bring some excitement! 
You ' ll definitely know who they 
are just by their f lag! They are 
always front and center, ready 
to cheer our basketball players 
into action! 
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NNU provides a va riety of 
opportunities to be involved 
musically, even if you're 
not a music student! Severa l 
opportunities include a 
va riety of bands and choi rs. 
Many groups perform on 
ca mpus and in churches 
regularly, represent ing NNU's 
more artistic sides. 
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This year, Danny Atkins and his team of leaders 
have done an amazing job at leading Time Out. 
Many students attend these Spirit-fi l led evenings at 
the NNU Sader Dome as students get opportunities 
to share test imonies, talk about re levant issues, 
and commune with each other. This year has been 
very exciting and moving! 
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Our Student Center 
Director was none other 
than Brent Conrad and he 
really set the bars high this 
year with the Superlative 
Show, a new name from 
the previous Wednesday 
Night Live. Each night 
was different and always 
brought something new to 
the table. The Superlative 
Show was directly after 
Time-Out on Wednesday 
evenings and was a great 
break from the stresses of 
the mid-week. 





114 



Campus League is an intramura l program designed 
for the students of NNU to be able to participate 
in the thrill of sports and competition without 
having to join an official team. Lead by director 
Lu kas Rieke, the fall intramura ls were a blast to 
watch and to part icipate in! 

Spring intramura ls included sports such as 
vol leyball and soccer among others. The games 
were fil led with competit ion and tons of laughter 
as t he season proved successful. 
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The head coach for the 
Women 's Soccer team 
was Mary Tr igg and 
she led our ladies into 
battle f iercely! It was a 
tough season but our 
ladies gave it all they 
got and we could not 
be more proud! 
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Men's Soccer was coached by 
Coach Michaelson and they 
dominated while out on the 
field! No one stood a chance 
against our Men's Soccer team 
as they came home with more 
wins than you could count on 
your fingers! 
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This year our Volleyba ll team, coached by 
Doug English, was on fire with a total of 
24 wins that lead them to the NCAA D-11 
West Regional Vo lleyba ll Tournament, 
carrying them to the NCAA National 
Tournament for the second time in NNU 
history. 

The team loses 4 seniors this year, but 
to come back to do just as wel I 

and better next year! 
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John Spatz is the head coach for 
track and cross country and during 
this 2014 season both our Men and 
Women's Cross Country teams have 
placed at the NCAA West Regional 
Championships. Way to go, Saders! 
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Women's Basketba ll was coached by Ryan 
Bragdon who stood by our Lady Crusaders 
t hrough many wins and losses. Th ey found hard 
t his season as a team and we ca nnot wa it to see 
what next season bri ngs! 
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This year our Men's Basketbal l team was coached 
by Dave Daniels, who led our Crusaders into 
many battles, some lost and some won. It was 
definite ly a close season between the games 
but everyone fought hard and we are so proud! 
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With Softball season starting in the spring our 
lad ies have put in a valiant effort as they were 
lead by Rich Wagner. We couldn 't be more proud 
of them! 
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Northwest Nazarene Univers ity's 
basebal l team has had an amazing 
season so far this yea r. They've had 
a great record as we ll as the honor 
of bei ng the highest GNAC ranking 
team in the NCBWA regiona l poll. 
We are so proud of our guys! Th ey 
are knock ing our competition out 
of the park! 
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This year has been a wonderful year for the 
NNU Track and Field team. Not only have 
multiple records been set, but t he track 
record has been amazing. Our team cons ists 
of dozens of extremely strong and competitive 
individuals wh ich ultimately come together 
to create one of the strongest teams in the 
conference. We are extremely proud of our 
Track and Field team! 
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This year has proved successfu l for the women's golf team. They 
cons istently performed we l I and showed that they are ca pable 
and fierce com petitors. Some of the highlights have been Sam 
Miller's top weekly honor in the GNAC and the team's amazing 
performance at the Corban invite. We are so proud! 

With an amazi ng team consisting of Ian Briske, Michael Delie, 
Keynan Fanslow, Kory Gaona, Wyatt Imhoff, Taylor Judy, 
Jonathan Koenig, Connor Magnuson, Justin McAfee, and Derek 
Thompson, they have all worked together to create an amazing 
season for this year's golf team. 
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Every year, NNU makes a point to provide several 
missions opportunities fo r students . This year, we 
have groups going to New Yo rk City, Argentina, 
Colombia, Hai ti , and Poland. We are so thankful 
for the work God is doing in the lives of our 
students who are going on these trips and in the 
lives of those they wil l reach . 
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This year the Crusader Newspaper has been headed by Avery Russe ll , who is the Editor in Ch ief, and 
has taken a new look! Instead of a magazine feel the Crusader has become, once again, a good ol' 
newspaper comp leted w ith amazing arti cles and the well known game of Sudoku. The designer Sara 
Wren and newspaper staff definitely did an amazing job with this new look and fee l for the Crusader 
Newspaper! Below, we've highlighted some of Avery's favor ite st ories from the year. 

Being t he president of a university is a tough job. In 

many ways, it's the most diffi cult job on campus. The 

ro le requires someone that is willing t o invest countless 

hours of their time int o the schoo l and its st udents. So 

much is expected from just one person that it takes a 

person as dedicated and sel fl ess as Dr. David Alexander 

to do it. 
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Since being elected in 2008, Dr. Alexander has been 

serving t he university wi t h his encou raging words and 

kind spirit. He is a strong advocate for t he NNU values 

of transformati on, t rut h, service, and community. 

All six vice presidents and the athletic director repo rt 

directly to Dr. Alexander. The rest of the professors and 

staff have other superiors t hat they report to. 

Dr. Alexander's favorite aspect of being the president is 

all of the people he get s to work with, staff and student 

alike. " Each and every day I hear another story of how a 

st udent or a faculty member or university staff member 

has cared for someone or has expected someth ing 

more out of a student than what they t hought they were 

capable of . .. and they have a lightbulb moment where 

they real ize 'I really can do this.' " The transformational 

aspect of NNU is what keeps Dr. Alexander going. 

Seeing a person's personal growth is an incredible 

encouragement. 

This desi re to see a change ext ends to the un iversity as 

a whole. One of t he most important things Dr. Alexander 

would li ke to see become stronger in the coming years is 

classes that wi ll help students make important spiritual 

decisions. It's easy to assoc iat e these kinds of student­

made decisions com ing out of a Bible c lass, but he 



wants students to have the opportu nity to think about 

their own spiritual issues 

in every class. "We have t o provide curricular and CO· 

curricular t hat foster spi ritua l formation ." President 

Alexander was in co llege when he made t he cr itical 

decis ion to follow Christ and believes that other students 

can use this crucial time of personal development to 

make that choice as well. Dr. Alexander was will ing to 

admit that not every student wou ld take advantage of 

this system and that everyone needs to make the choice 

if they want to just try out t his "religion" t hing or if t hey 

want to go in wholeheartedly. 

As for t he future of NNU, Dr. Alexander has a few plans 

set in motion t hat will hopefully come to fruition soon. 

"We're st ill in t he process of becoming a university," 

said Alexa nder. "We'll continue to strengthen the 

undergraduate/residential experience and in addition 

to that, we'll cont inue to grow in our adult and graduate 

offeri ngs." The options that are current ly in t he works 

include on-campus classes, but here is a big push for 

a more prom inent online program. 

Com ing to college is arguably one of the biggest 

decisions a person can make, and Dr. Alexander talked 

about some of t he advantages it ca n give to aspiring 

students. "College is a unique opportunity t hat a certain 

group of people have in the wor ld to pause and to think 

deeply and to reflect and to learn in a concent rated 

t ime unl ike any other time in t hei r lives, " he explained. 

He went on to say that the kindergarten through 12t h 

get to go off and explore on your own. This freedom 

allows t he student to become who they truly want to be 

and customize t heir further education in the exact f ield 

that they want to delve in to . 

NN U, he says, is designed "to hel p people find their 

sense of calling." Making money, although t he primary 

reason for many to attend college at all , comes second 

to the fulfilled and satisfyi ng life that t hey wil l develop 

on this campus. St atist ics show that people that go to 

college make one mil lion dollars more t han those that 

don' t , but President Alexander explai ns that it's not the 

only reason to go. It m ight be a nice additional bonus, 

but the personal changes and who a person becomes 

emotionally, spiri t ually, and even theologically are 

what matters at the end of the day. Jobs come and 

go; upstanding moral and sp iri t ual charact er is what 

lasts in the end, and Dr. Alexander recognizes that and 

encourages others to embrace a similar mentality. 

When al l is said and done, and we've all earned our 

million dollars, will we be able to say that we have 

the character to match t hat hefty sum? Dr. Alexander 

certai nly hopes so and wishes to see t his university 

flourish by serving and honori ng God's kingdom. 
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"Anyone ca n hold t he helm when the sea is calm ." 

Publilius Syrus 

Syrus said it perfectly. Anyone can be a leader, but 

it takes the r ight kind of person to be a great leader. 

A great leader is someone who can not on ly handle 

the cal m t imes, but also the hectic times. Nor t hwest 

Nazarene University is blessed to have many great 

leaders in its midst. 

Kenton Lee, former Assist ant Director of Campus Life, 

left at t he end of last year to pursue a full-time job as 

pastor of the Table Church in Nampa, as well as to 

conti nue developing his non-profi t project, Because 

International. From leading various campus league 

games to his genui ne dedication to the student body 

and campus life, Lee's hard work and dedication 

during the last five years has not gone unnoticed. Now, 
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the perfect man to cont inue the job is already p icking 

up where Lee left off. 

Meet Grant Miller, the new Director of Community Life 

for Student Development. You may be think ing, 'New? 

That cannot be! I've seen him around plenty of times!' 

It's true; Miller has been around the block a few times at 

NNU. Graduating for the first time in 20 10 with a double 

major in Public Communications and Political Science, 

it's safe to say Miller got his share of educational 

learning. He was also on t he track team, and served in 

various ro les on campus such as: Athletic Liaison, SGA 

Executive Vice President, and SGA President. He 

involved himself in a plet hora of other activit ies on 

campus inc luding lead ing a worship team, playing 

intramura l sports , acting in plays and musicals, and 

involving himself in everyt hing he possibly could . 

Due to his eligib ili ty to throw for the NNU track team 

for one more year, Miller returned to a familiar home 

on campus, and in that t imespan earned another 

major in Philosophy and a minor in Spanish. But no, 

the fun didn't end there! Miller then enro lled in t he 

Master of Arts in Spiritual Format ion program at NNU 

and graduated wi t h his Master's in 2013. He also got 

married in 2012 to Jen Miller who works in admissions 

at NNU, and he was soon after hired to work as the Web 

Content Specialist in NNU's Marketing Department. 

"God has worked in my life in tons of ways to bring me 

new opportunities, " Miller said. "After I graduated 

from NNU I planned on attending law school, and 

although I got some great offers from some great 

schools, I felt very strongly that studying law was not 

something I was meant to do. I had the opportun ity to 

live in the Brick House for a year, and in the midst of 

that time got engaged to Jen." 

Miller explained that during his time working for 

NNU's Market ing Department, he stayed in t ouch 

with Student Development. It had been a huge part of 

his time as a student at NNU and when he heard that 

Tim Milburn [Director of Campus Life] and Kenton Lee 

[Assistant Director of Campus Li fe] were moving on 

t o pursue other opportunities, he was thrilled to have 

the chance to apply for the position. His belief is that 

being personally involved in campus life during one's 
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collegiate career is a vita l part of an overall positive 

educat ional experience and may be part of the reason 

he felt so strongly about applying for this position. 

So what does Miller's job entail? He described his role 

as an advisor to all student organizations on campus. 

That be ing said, he spends a lot of time with the SGA 

officers upstai rs. In the bigger pict ure, Miller oversees 

and advises all campus clubs and student activities/ 

leaders that are not sourced by other offices on campus, 

such as Residential Life and Spiritual Formation. 

"A more philosophical ro le t hat I play on campus is 

to serve as an advocate for a 11 of our students here at 

NNU, " Miller said . 

As the new advocate for campus and student life, 

Miller comes to the table with some future goals. His 

initial plan for this year and the years to come is to 

continue to support and empower the st udent body to 

be the abso lute best it can be. "Whether that is through 

new clubs, events, or leadersh ip opportunities, the 

beauty is with every new year there are new students 

in leadership, so things can always be changing and 

growing, " Miller said. 

The same goes for Miller when it comes to change and 

growth. "I have always felt the reality of God's goi ng 

before me and helping me to find the right opportun ities 

at t he right time. Things have not and wil l not always 

be perfectly situated, but by fai t hfu lly working to always 

be glorifying God at every point, I have been led to feel 

extra ordinary blessed and content, no matter where I 

am. It's definitely a process of growt h. " 

In his free time, Miller is constantly involved wi t h 

activities in the community. He is not only active ly 

involved in church at Nampa First Church of the 

Nazarene, where he helps wi t h worship and teaches 

Sunday School fo r college students, he is also working 

on ordination in the Nazarene church , which involves 

his taking classes a couple of times a year. In addition, 

he travels and plays every couple of months with a 

ministry group called Woods End. 

"I also play rugby for a team in Boise that has finished 

in the top five in the country in each of the last three 



years, so I travel a few weekends a year for that, " 

Mi ller sa id. "At home, Jen and I love to go antiquing, 

drink coffee, read fiction and nonfiction books, and 

watch a lot of '80s TV on Netflix-Murder, She Wrote 

is amazing." 

As the year is already off to a good start, he is looking 

forward to making college a positive part of each 

student's life. He feels blessed to be working with SGA 

leaders and although he knows the rhythm of SGA quite 

well, he is pleased wi t h how well the leaders have 

handled the transition of his new posit ion. "I love all 

of t hem and t he hard work they are doing to make t his 

a memorable year for our students. As for the f utu re, 

I am very much looking forward to the next round of 

student leaders I wil l get to see emerge in the spring, " 

Miller said. 

Original ly from Vancouver, Washi ngton, Miller and wife 

Jen will not be leaving the NNU community any time 

soon. As we say goodbye to great leaders like Lee and 

Milburn, we say hello to equa lly great leaders such 

as Mil ler. Those who have not had a chance to visit 

Miller, his office is located inside of t he Student Center 

upstairs in Student Development. 

As our conversat ion ended, Mil ler left me with th is: 

"Getting a degree from a quality institution start s in the 

classroom, but the kind of experience that we promise 

here can only be truly obta ined through a personal 

experience wi t h all of the services and opportunities 

that we offer at NNU." 

Truth rings from every side of Miller's statement. 

Co llege is a time t o be involved, try new th ings, and 

embrace these moment s with lifelong friends. The fact 

of the matter is, you never know where God will lead 

you and Miller's story is a prime example of just t hat. 

If you've been at NNU for the last couple of years you 

may have noticed some changes in The Dex, our lovely 

campus cafeteria run by the company Sodexo. Sodexo 

has been at NNU since 1959, al t hough it has been 

ca lled many d ifferent names over t he years -- Saga, 

Marriott, and Sodexho-Marriott , to name a few. And 

the name is not t he on ly thi ng that has changed over 

the years. 

When the Student Cent er underwent some much 

needed updates to the carpeting and furnit ure, The 

Dex also took action. Instead of small , hard-to-read 

paper signs with listed hou rs and menu items, Sodexo 

created black, modern-looking signs that feat ured 

hours, events, and menu items and worked to improve 

the space they had. 

But perhaps most importantly, The Dex started work 

on a wider and hea lthier menu. 

"Ou r pizzas are handmade by staff every day, and 

we now offer more vegetarian friendly options, " said 

Kayla Davidson, Sodexo's first marketing intern at 

NNU. "There have been complaints in t he past about 

the quality of food at The Dex, and that attit ude kept 

getting passed down to incoming freshmen. But with the 

improvements, we've had a lot more positive feedback, 

and most of the negativity is gone." 

One t hing that Andy Chaplin, the Director of Food 

Services, has done is to offer comment cards. St udents 

1.a.c; 



can use these ca rds to offe r suggest ions for further 

improvement, and the great part about them is that 

Chapli n reads every single one and tries his best to 

address every issue t hat students raise. 

"There were a lot of complaints in the past, but students 

weren't really offering any solutions. But as The Dex 

has undergone changes, student complaints have been 

paired with plausib le solutions, " Davidson sa id. 

One of the greatest strengths that The Dex has is 

enormous amou nt of teamwork. Though there are many 

new faces t his year, there are also plenty of familiar 

faces. 

"Everyone works together like a family. It's such a great 

environment to work in, " Davidson exclaimed. 

Sodexo employees ' willingness to work together as a 

team has paid off, as Sodexo was named "One of the 

Best Compan ies for Hourly Workers" in 2013 by Working 

Mot her magazine, and t he #l company for diversity by 

Diversity Inc. Keep in mind that Sodexo is a nationwide 

company, and we shou ld be very grateful for their 

continued presence at NNU. 

The Dex has also been working on hosting more student 

events. It is Davidson's job to make sure that NNU 

students know about these events. Upcoming events 

aren' t posted in some obscure, dark corner in the 

Student Center, they are front and center on t he board 

right inside The Dex doors, on Sodexo's facebook page, 

Sodexo@NNU, and on www.nnudin ing.com. Oh, and 

they're also floating around in your e-mail inbox, so 

open up those emails from Davidson and Chap lin! 

One event you don't want to miss is the Sweet Things 

Gourmet Desserts! Sound delicious? Then head on over 

to The Dex this evening for some yummy treats! 

Some other events t hat Sodexo has held are the BBQ 

Blues and Smokehouse Steaks. These events are catered 

by Sodexo and outside restaurants, and attendance to 

these events usually on ly costs a card swipe and a few 

extra bucks. Not too bad for a deliciously catered meal. 

Speaking of catering, did you know that Sodexo not 

on ly provides us with delicious and healthy meals every 

day, t hey also cater meals for special events on and 
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off campus? They are also in charge of The Bean in the 

Learning Commons. 

The Dex staff is a very busy bunch, but t hey always 

manage to keep smiles on thei r faces. In fact, many 

NNU students work for Sodexo, and every one that I 

have talked to always has something positive to say 

about their work. It is not only a job or a means of 

income, it is a part of the loving NNU community that 

we live in and love so very much. 



"What does it take to see it leave the wa lls of NNU?" 

I recently met up with Campus Min istry Coordinator 

Danny Atkins to discuss his SGA position and his p lans 

for this semester. It was a Thursday, less t han a week 

before Winter Awakening was set to start and the day 

after the weekly Timeout · a busy time for the CMC. 

I had origina ll y planned for this art icle to be almost 

exclusively on campus ministry, but what Danny had 

t o say left me little choice - the focus should be on 

the man running the whole show. As the interview 

progressed, a question emerged: "What does it take to 

see it leave the walls of NNU?" This question will be my 

point of depart ure. 

As you probably noticed, the question is m issing a 

subject. So, what is this "it" that we are talking about? 

I will answer this question momentarily, but for the 

sake of comparison, let 's substitute the word "skill" 

or better yet "bril liance" for " it". What does it take to 

see bril liance leave the walls of NNU? Forgo ing the 

expu lsion of brilliant ind ividuals, it would t ake talented 

dedicated educators, bright dedicat ed students, and 

no sma ll manner of hard work to see a true "brilliance" 

leave the wal ls of NNU. The question t emplate could 

be app lied to athletics as well. What would it take to 

see athletic excellence leave t he walls of NNU? Not 

being a student athlete I specu late it takes athletes, 

for one, and excellent coaching to guide them. In each 

case, a master/pupi l, player/coach relationship is 

required. The same goes for the sp iritual format ion on 

this campus, which makes Danny Atk ins our coach, of 

sorts. 

The "it" in the question then might best be filled with 

this phrase from the NNU Mission Statement: creat ive 

and redemptive agent[s]. What does it take to see 

creative and redemptive agents leave the wa lls of NNU? 

This is the question Danny is trying best to answer, 

and the mission he is striving to fu lfill. Coming from 

a very Christ.centered background - growing up in a 

church of 2, 000 and youth groups of hundreds - a 

Christian vision and worldview came naturally to Danny. 

He high lights his older brother, Young Life leader, and 

youth pastor as having key roles in his sp iritual ca ll ing 

to lead. It began with reaching out to others in his 

high school that didn't know about Jesus's love, and 

after his mom heard a radio ad about a sma ll school in 

Nampa, Idaho; it brought hi m to us. Peculiarly, NNU 

maybe wasn' t everyth ing Danny was looking for. 

Com ing out of high school, he was ready to serve. 

He was ready to leave because he wanted the Word t o 

be heard. As he sa id to me with a gri n though, and I 

paraphrase: NOBODY here HASN'T heard the Word of 

Ch rist. NNU offered him an alt ernative, and that was 

to grow instead. 

"We have so many tools here to pursue our fa ith, " he 

says and if we look beyond t he wal ls of this school, 

and of our hearts, we can be the creative redemptive 

agents in this place here and now. Nampa has struggles. 

There are t hose who need to know t he real Jesus. 

Wanting this campus to genuinely know Jesus might 

be Danny's unofficial mission statement. He references 

J.I. Packers book Knowing God for a defin it ion of what 

truly knowing Him means, and points t o a key passage 

that delineates from knowing of him , and knowing Him 

persona I ly: 

[T]he question is, can we say, simply, honestly, not 

because we feel that as evangelicals we ought to, 

but because it is pla in matter of fact, that we have 

known God, and t hat because we have known God t he 

unpleasantness we have had, or t he pleasantness we 

have not had, through being Christians does not matter 
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to us. 

Looki ng at Danny's pos ition as Campus Ministry 

Coord inator, from my vantage po int at least, he really 

is taki ng on the position with the highest calling for a 

student. He defines his posit ion as a spiritual leader 

of t he campus and a representative of the student 

body. This of course means so much more t han those 

few words indicate. Like any position of leadersh ip, 

it requires consistency and accountabili ty; and wit h 

the added element of spiritual ity it also requires an 

unmatched authenticity. One would need to be a sort 

of superman to live out t hose virtues, and Danny is 

quick to point out that that is not him. In a year that 

he describes as "d ifficult, " his relationship with Jesus 

has seen him through. Resting in the love of God and 

putting full dependence on His grace has led him 

t hrough growing pa ins in the face of his own struggles 

and allowed him to be the spi r itual leader this campus 

needs. 

So what does it take to see it leave the wa lls of NNU? 
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If you're like most people, the idea of runni ng ten or 

fifteen miles seems daunting, if not downright immoral. 

But for a select group of individuals, including the NNU 

cross cou ntry-team, running is a joy and a bond that 

brings people together. 

There are four sen iors on t he team this year, and they 

are all unified regarding their team goal of maki ng it to 

Regionals. Kaleb Fleenor says, "Team goa ls th is year are 

to make Top 4 in conference and Top 8 at Regionals." 

Addi t ionally, qualify ing for nationals is in the scope for 

the team this year. 

Last year Fleenor and Michael Gordon , who have 

been run ning together since sophomore year of high 

schoo l, both made it to t he NCAA DII West Regional 

Championshi p. This year as seniors they are focused on 

lead ing the team to new levels of excel lence. 

Gordon remarks t hat even though it's his last year of 

running, he doesn' t want to focus on himself, but on 

being a great leader for his younger t eammat es. " I 

don't want to leave my mark as a fast ru nner or a great 

ath lete, but rather someone who people could ta lk to 

about things going on in their life. I want to lead my 

team wit h the utmost integrity and lead them in t he 

right way as they cont inue t heir journey here at NNU." 

Cross-country requi res that kind of strong commit ment 

from leadership, both leading by example and pushing 



from beh ind when things get hard. Running may be an 

individual activity, but it requires a lot of teamwork. 

Ha iley Gordon says, "This year in particular we've 

made it a goal t o decrease our gap times. This means 

t hat each runner's goal is to get as close as they can to 

t heir teammate running in front of them. By decreasing 

our gap times, maki ng it to Regionals should easily be 

accomplished." 

Not only are closing gap times key to t eam success, 

but so is everyday motivation. Who but your t eammates 

keeps you going when the going gets tough? Susanna 

Flem ing recounts one of her favorite memories from 

the cross-cou ntry team. "We had to do a long run and 

it was blizzard ing outside and real ly wi ndy. The girls on 

my t eam all took turns lead ing the pack so t he other 

girls could shield themselves from the icy blizzard. I 

hated it at the ti me, but it was a really good bonding 

experience and actually really funny!" 

Michael and Hailey Gordon get to experience teamwork 

like most people never wil l, as not on ly teammates, 

but husband and wi fe. Hailey joined cross-country when 

her soccer coach jokingly informed her t hat she enjoyed 

runni ng way too much. In high school, she talked her 

best fri end into joini ng the team too · but it didn't take 

much to convi nce him. "If it meant spending more time 

with the woman t hat I was all googly-eyed over t hen I 

was all for it, " says Michael. 

Hai ley signed to run for NNU first , and Michael says 

she stil l doesn' t believe that she was part of the reason 

he signed too. " I f inally made it out of t he friend zone 

our second semester of our freshman year during track. 

Two years lat er, we got marri ed June 21, 2014. It is 

truly a blessing." 

The couple runs together a lot , unsurprisi ngly. Ha iley 

remarks that run ning with her husband pushes her, 

"But what's even more nice about being teammates is 

that we complete ly understand each other's ded ication 

and passion for running and respect that. We get to 

experience the ups and downs of be ing at hletes together. 

And most importantly, we are able to prioritize our 

relationshi p and runni ng, both of which are obviously 

important t o us." 

Runn ing may seem like cruel and unusual punishment 

to many, but it certa inly has its benefits. It's certainly 

not easy to keep putting one foot in front of t he ot her 

for miles on end, but t hat aspect of placi ng m ind over 

matter makes the ends justify the means. When you 

don't give up, despite t he pain, you reach t hat runner's 

high. Susanna Fleming sums it up nicely: "It makes me 

grateful to be alive." 
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I 

Hometown: Turner, Oregon 

Major: Mechanical Engineering 

Favorite Verse or Quote: "They don't think it be like this, but it do." 
·Oscar Gamble 

Honors and Achievements: Corlett RA, RockSat -X, SGA President 

Best Memory at NNU: The entire Sutherland experience 

Hometown: Portland, Oregon 

Major: Nursing 

Favorite Verse or Quote: "Therefore, I urge you, brothers and sisters, 

in view of God 's mercy, to offer your bodies as living sacrifice, holy and 

pleasing to God - this is your true and proper worship" -Romans 12:1-2 

Honors and Achievements: Dorm council , IJM, Ford RA, Peer Mentor, 

Ministry Club Coordinator 

Best Memory at NNU: Thanksgiving dinner with friends; a great mix-match 

of popcorn chicken, Swedish fish , homemade mashed potatoes, green 

bean casserole, and olives. We set the table all nice and fancy and had a 

real sit down dinner together as one big happy NNU fam ily. 



Hometown: Phoenix, Arizona 

Major: Ph ilosophy and Religion wit h a minor in Pastoral Ministry 

Favorite Verse or Quote: "For our God is a consuming f ire." 

-Hebrews 12:29 

Honors and Achievements: Design int ern to the Chaplai ncy, 

Crusader Choir & Orchestra, Concert Band, The Livi ng Last Su pper 

Best Memory at NNU: Dorm vs. Wild sophomore year. 

Hometown: Honolul u, Hawaii 

Major: Christian Min istries 

Favorite Verse or Quote: "Equal affection cannot be, let the more 

lovi ng one be me." 

Honors and Achievements: Olsen RA, Mu lticultural Mentor, 

Crusader Choir/ orchestera, bel la vocce, t heater productions, 

honnored in the t heo dept for vocal readi ng 

Best Memory at NNU: Crawdad fishing for RA t raining. 

Hometown: Heyburn, Idaho 

Major: Chemistry and Biology 

Favorite Verse or Quote: "An individua l has not start ed living until 

he can rise above t he narrow confi nes of his individualist ic concerns 

to the broader concerns of all humanity." -Martin Luther King Jr 

Honors and Achievements: General Chemistry Supplemental 

Instructor, t utor, AED pre-health soc iety president, chemistry TA, 

infectious diseases research 

Best Memory at NNU: Dancing in Vertebrate Comparative Anatomy 

Lab after dissecting t he nervous system of a cat! 
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Hometown: Pasco, Washington 

Major: Mechanical Engineer ing 

Favorite Verse or Quote: "Do for one what you wish you could do for al l. " 

Honors and Achievements: Intramural Director, Ri ppleffect team member, 

BUV Senior Project tea m member, RockSAT·X Mecha nical Lead in 2014, 

Mechan ica l team member in 2013, parti cipant in the Living Last Supper in 

2013, 14, and 15. 

Best Memory at NNU: Playing Will iam Tell, and shooting apples off of 

mu lt ip le people's heads with a Nerf bow and arrow in Sutherland . 

Hometown: Woodinvil le, Washington 

Major: Psycho logy 

Favorite Verse or Quote: "I do not understand t he mystery of grace· only 

that it meet s us where we are and does not leave us where it fou nd us." 

·Anne Lamott 

Honors and Achievements: 20 12 and 2014 Witness member, Dooley and 

Kirkeide RA, Angels Club, PALS c lub, Psi Chi Honor Society, The Brothers 

Grimm Spectaculathon and Peter Pan, Our Town, Scholar's Semester in 

Oxford, ASC tutor, 2011 Homecoming Court, 2014 Homecom ing Queen 

Best Memory at NNU: when a friend who shal l remain anonymous tried to 

melt a plast ic packet of peanut butter in t he toaster fo r her ice cream and 

just about bu rned down the Dex. 

Hometown: Bremerton, Washington 

Major: Social Work 

Favorite Verse or Quote: Mica h 6:8 

Honors and Achievements: Executive Vice Pres ident; (if you want more) 

Campus Ministries Coordinat or, Angels Club Pres ident 

Best Memory at NNU: when a fr iend who sha ll remain anonymous tried t o 

melt a plast ic packet of peanu t butter in t he toaster for her ice cream and 

just about burned down t he Dex. 



Hometown: Portland, Oregon 

Major: Pre-Med and Political Science 

Favorite Verse or Quote: "One cannot prescribe to anyone whet her he 

should follow an ethic of absolute ends or an ethic of responsibili ty." 

-Max Weber 

Honors and Achievements: SGA Commu nity Relations Coordinator, 

RA, Peer Mentor, Covenant band member, ASNNU Senator, ASNNU 

Social Board member, and other random stuff. 

Best Memory at NNU: Finally seeing one of the Bri ckhouse swings 

fail; the anti ci pation had been growing for years. 

Hometown: Nampa, Idaho 

Major: Youth Ministry 

Favorite Verse or Quote: "He restores my soul. " -Psa lm 23:3 

Honors and Achievements: Ford RA, Pa l's Clu b 

Best Memory at NNU: Sophomore year when Ford Hall during t he 

winter time. I was an RA and my team and I had to go to Walmart to 

buy room heaters because everybody was freezing in their rooms. 

Because we couldn't have a heater for every room, we would take 

turns with it and huddle in the person 's room who had it. There was 

copious amou nts of snuggling to keep each other warm! 
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Brandon Mazzane: 45 

Carlie Frieberghaus: 70 

Colton Loomis: 133 

Jason Sturgis: 47 

Katie Swanson: 66 

Shine Yang: 48 

A.J. Lynch: 26, 65, 72, 85 

Aaron Ewing: 24 

Abigail Grant: 33 

Abigail Watkins: 131 

Adriann Romero: 18 

Aimee Hoerth: 44, 94 

Aimee Rhodes: 75, 135 

Alaina Bredy: 23, 98 

Alex Birketof t: 129 

Alex Ki ldow: 34, 81, 135 

Alex Kingsley: 44 

Alex Reich: 27 

Alexandra Zickefoose: 7, 74, 81, 86, 
38, 9 

Alexandria Wright: 21 

Alfedo E. Ont iveros: 121 

Ali Abrego: 31, 123, 135 

Ali Schauer: 131 

Alison Silva: 135, 75, 84 

Allie Kroger: 71 

Allison Meier : 35, 94 

Allison Meier: 94 

Alyssa Fulling: 33 

Alyssa Nitschelm: 131 

Alyssa Olson: 27 

Alysssa Hazen: 43 

Amanda Joy Panell: 36 

Amanda Lee: 26 

Amanda Olsen: 18, 76 

Amiee Rodes: 37, 82 

Amina Chinnell-Mateen: 15 

Amy Wheeler: 47, 125, 135 

Anysja Manger: 45 
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Andrea Beck: 15 

Andrea Terpstra: 123 

Andrew Bertram: 15, 135, 114, 115, 
94 

Andrew Fil lmore: 32 

Andrew Galbraith: 135 

Andrew Groves: 133 

Andrew Heimstadter: 133 

Andrew Miller: 45 

Angela Monroe: 142 

Anna Bryan: 31 

Anna Daud: 42 

Annaliese Fereday: 32 

Annalise Dillon: 42 

AnnaMarie Forza: 24, 82, 135 

Annessa Partker: 46 

Annie Gorman: 24 

Anthony McDonald: 26 

Anthony Pierce: 27 

Anysja Manzer: 125, 135 

Argia Phill ips: 119 

Arwyn Roe: 18 

Ash lee Teeter: 47 

Ashleigh Oswalt: 46, 135 

Ashley Cook-Cox: 119 

Ashley Lewis: 45 

Ash ley Pesek: 131 

Ashley Wetzel: 29 

Aubree Shepherd: 131 

Aubrey Ball: 129, 60, 73, 85 

Audie Al lbert: 81 

Audra Jenson: 25 

Audry Avrit: 31 

August Pruitt: 14, 114 

Austen Hewitt: 17 

Austin Beatty: 23 

Austin Thomas: 29, 121, 115 

Austin Wa ll: 19, 115, 157 

Autumn Calhoun: 41 

Autumn Zane: 100, 6 1, 106, 107, 
109 

Avery Russen: 142 

Bailey Christensen: 23 

Baylie Self: 46 

Becca Nay: 36 

Becca Roberts: 27, 100, 85, 113, 
157, 114 

Ben Atk ins: 29 

Ben Cercio, 133, 72, 158, 133, 114, 
71 

Ben Miller : 18 

Ben Mueller: 36 

Benjamin Dunbar: 24 

Bennett Gangwer: 24, 93, 94, 156, 
114, 71 

Beth Machamer: 34, 89, 113 

Bethany Hazen: 25 

Beverley Standfill: 115 

Blaire Crutch ley: 42 

Blake Mitchel l: 133 

Bodie Drake: 16 

Bouna N'Diaye: 129 

Brad Amborgey: 71, 129 

Brad Hammer: 77, 58 

Brandon Mozzone: 133 

Brandon Schafer: 46, 125, 135 

Brandon Spil ler: 47 

Brandt Bullock: 54, 88, 89, 87, 93 

Breana Perry: 46 

Breezy Byrne: 31 

Brendon O'Neill: 36, 72 

Brent Conrad: 24, 91, 92, 93, 96, 55, 
78, 86, 112 

Brianna Kinghorn: 131 

Brianna Walker: 29, 94, 100, 110 

Brie Roberts: 55 

Brittany DiVincenzo: 16, 60 

Brittany McCarty: 35, 94, 87, 142 

Brittany Sever: 28, 135 

Brittney Paterson: 36, 137 

Brook Brown: 41, 67 

Bryan Neba: 121 

Bryanna Weller: 135 

Brytanie Self: 28 

Cacey Hal l: 33, 92, 84, 96 

Caitlin Curtis: 16, 55, 94, 52, 96, 
97, 112, 73, 78, 79, 84, 140, 
141, 158, 135 

Caitlin Hunt: 44, 74 

Caleb Austin: 41, 53 

Caleb Gerdes: 16, 84 

Caleb Will iamson: 19, 69, 77, 78, 79, 
84,156 

Caleb Wolf: 38 

Cali Carpenter: 31, 60, 137 

Call i Knight: 44 

Carlee Freiburghaus: 7, 81, 43 

Carleigh Sturm: 28, 137 

Carl i Andersan: 41 

Carl i Shaul: 135 

Carl ie Hoerth: 25, 91 

Carlos Garcia: 129 

Carly Rech: 77, 135 

Carlyn Jone: 94, 77, 98, 60, 99, 100, 
107 

Carolynn Chambers: 42 

Cassandra Gossman: 96, 79 

Cassandra Hinton: 25 

Cassidy Bal l: 22, 70, 74 

Cassie Wade: 38, 135, 91, 80, 94, 73, 
156,157, 158 

Catlin Jensen: 119 

Charissa Muffett: 26, 157 

Charlotte Coddington: 31, 43 

Chase Cunn ingham: 125, 135, 75 

Chelsey Knot t: 48, 113, 135, 78 

Choe Mahoney: 35 

Chris Atkins: 71 

Chris Crawford: 71, 129 

Chris Cunningham: 135 



Chris Doxtator: 135 

Christi Wright: 58 

Christina Caimpi , 114, 15, 97 

Christina Ulmer: 29 

Christ ina Wright: 75, 100, 107, 23, 
52 

Cierra White: 66, 127 

Cline York: 48 

Coco Gal l: 127 

Cody Funk: 33 

Colben McGuire: 133 

Colby Gerdes: 33, 84 

Cole Hoberg: 135, 74, 53, 33 

Collin Horwood: 33, 93, 93, 70, 79 

Collin Raymond: 121, 135 

Collin Brink: 133, 55 

Connor Back: 15, 156, 86, 157 

Connor Ellis: 43 

Connor Magnuson: 137 

Courtney Brewer: 135 

Courtney Johnson: 44 

Courtney Macinnes: 34, 68, 86, 
135 

Curt is Mostul: 18, 156 

Dakota Wiley: 38 

Dana DeKruyt: 32 

Daniel Day: 121 

Daniel Parker: 27 

Daniel Slemmer: 37 71 

Daniele Ortiz: 117 

Danielle Finley: 137 , 74, 81 

Danielle Hestand: 33 

Danielle Miller: 26, 140 

Danny Atkins: 52, 91, 104, 65, 157, 
114 

David Dunn: 43 

David Harris: 135 

David Hazelip: 17 

David Shedrick: 129, 52 

David Waterman: 29, 89, 70, 112, 
113, 156 

Derek Hunt: 17, 75, 91 , 95, 53 

Derek Thompson: 137, 52 

Destiny Roberts: 27, 79, 87 

Destiny Soto: 28 

Destiny Soto: 135 

Devin Shaul: 19 

Douglas Waterman: 19, 71, 53, 67, 
79,82, 77, 82 

Drew Galbraaith: 77 

Drew Johnson: 17, 158 

Einar Jenssen: 121, 53 

Elayna Rice: 123, 77 

Eleanor Crosby: 42 

Elena Hardy: 25 

Elisa Rau: 18, 53 

El ise Johnson: 157 

Ellen Ferrenburg: 127 

Ellie Logan: 127, 135 

Emi Bergquist: 99, 106, 15 

Emi ly Parr: 46, 59 

Emily Burke: 23, 52, 64, 79 

Emily Doane: 32 

Emily Godfrey: 108 

Emily Merioles: 125, 135 

Emily Montgomery: 45, 78 

Emily Wh ittaker: 48, 108 

Emma Fredericksen: 43, 53 

Emma Gasdo: 75, 81 

Eric Franco: 121, 66, 79, 83 

Eric Ostyn: 36, 142 

Eric Stone: 61 , 52, 106, 108, 75 

Erik Anderson: 121 

Erik Kinney: 129 

Erin Howe: 25 

Erin Ratliff: 27 

Erin Thomas: 91, 84, 70, 19, 95 

Esther Frederick: 48 

Ethan Brandt: 31, 78, 82, 80, 133 

Ethan Leclerc, 44 

Etta Huwe: 44 

Fernanda Freitas: 16 

Freddie Pineda: 46 

Fredy Razo: 121, 59 

Gabe Fisher: 43, 71, 135 

Gahwi Hong: 25 

Gatalina Schuster: 131 , 61, 28 

Genevieve McIntire: 35 

Gianna Stellato: 135 

Glenna Rose Hanson: 106, 64 
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