Nazarene Theological Seminary

Re-Examining Our Lenses:

The Relationship Between the Restoration Movement’s Pattern Hermeneutic and Spiritual

Formation, with a Focus on the International Churches of Christ

A Dissertation in the Practice of Ministry
Submitted to the Faculty of Nazarene Theological Seminary

In Partial Fulfillment of the Requirements for the Degree of

Doctor of Ministry

by

Jeanie Shaw

Kansas City, Missouri

October 19, 2023



NAZARENE
THEOLOGICAL
SEMINARY

Doctor of Ministry Dissertation Approval

Student Name: Jeanie Shaw
Dissertation Title: Re-Examining Our Lenses: The Relationship between the

Restoration Movement’s Pattern Hermeneutic and Spiritual Formation, with a Focus
on the International Churches of Christ

Date of Defense: October 19, 2023

We, the undersigned, determined that this dissertation has met the academic
requirements and standards of Nazarene Theological Seminary for the Doctor of
Ministry program.

/,o/w,é%

Faculty Advisor, Jacob Lett

el fok

Second Reader, Mark Hicks

/_\;A VA

DMin \Rl:p/gru;@ector, Levi Jones




Acknowledgments

1 began ti 1¢ ( octoral ‘ournev <oon afterr v 1usbanc ~as<ec fror ttic ~tveical life. F i<
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encourager ent tt rougt out t1 i riting “roce<e. - I an.. Vvou.
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Abstract

-1 e[ ectoration v over ent (F v ),! cee..ine to unifv Protectanticr tt rougt clear ~atternec
of biblical teact ing<, in<teac re<ultec in furtt er ( ivicionc caucec bv (ifferine ave tt e “clear”
teact ingc ere inter-retec . | believe r anv (1vicionc ar ong [ v ct urct e< are roote( in
~atternicr , a1 err eneutic bacec on cirect cor 1 anc <, a~o<tolic exar ~le<, anc nece<carv
inferencec intt e INe - e<tar ent. Patternicr er ~1aci-ec ~erforr ance over grace, bounc ariec
over unitv, anc ‘uc g1 ent overr ercv, tt uc int ibitine t ealtt v forr ation. -1 1< len< influences

)

<-iritual forr ation, vettte Fn ’<terr eneutic rer aincun.no ntor ostofiter er bere.

. v ex~loring forr ational trenc < of 1 i<torical ant conter ~orarv F n leacere, ] ex-lore
ave ~atternicr affecte forr ation anc unitv anc offer a revicec tert eneutic eleanec fror Jorn
n ar. Fic.e, V illiar V ebb, ant Craig . eener, t 121 ligt ting Coc < recer ~“tive love anc tte
continuing or.. of tte “-irit. -t i< revicion « ee~en< <-iritual forr ation, relational ex~erience,

anc unitv ar ongr er berc of F v cturct es, anc it in tt e International Ct urct e< of Ci rist.
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Introduction

Vien]l acint vearlvt enties, arelative engagec 1 e in convercation, ac..ing t ¢ if ]
ttougttte aceoinetotell. Fecougtttofollo secus, as cic 1, butt e belonge: to a « ifferent
“. ible-believing” cturct, ttue  a< cuc-ect. - tougt Itolc tir tratonlv tt e “cri~tures coulc
‘ucgelir ,1 vvie <, bacer on ~erceivec "atternc of cor r anc <, exar “le<, anc inferencec ]
inter-retec fror ti1e “cri~turec left little roor for c1ccuccion.] ac<tuc.int vterr eneutic,
even ttougt ] tac nouncerctancing of tte orc oriter eaning. F etienac.ec 1 eif] .ne

tent vcturct began, anc itt out t ecitation ] re~ liec, “It began on tt € ¢ av of Penteco<t.” F e
ac.ec 1 e (uectionc about Alexancer Car ~bell, of tor | .ne notiing.lr icta.enlvtolc tir
ttatnot an, a~art fror Jecus, 1 ac anv influence on tt € beeinnines of t veturct. -touer e
r igttetill tole or e inter-retive ( ifferences,to 1 i<t Itac .no nr vcturct ’< ti1ctorv anc
et ~lovec clearer len<e< of biblical inter-retation to guicer v 1eartto arc acee-er
unc erctan: ing anc “ractice of 1 ercv over ‘uc er ent, grace over ~erforr ance, unitv over
bounc aries, an¢ relation<t 1~ over ob<ervance, ¢ ualitiec e=cential to t ealtt v <~ 1ritual forr ation.
Incteac, 1 v terr eneutic encouragec t v forr ation to arc ti e unCi rictli..e ~ostures of ‘uc er ent

over1 ercv, bount ariec over unitv, ant obcervance over relationcr 1.

-1 e “rofoun: relationct 1~ bet een inter-retation an¢ <~ iritual forr ationr uct be
recogni-e( anc ex~lorec. < -iritual forr ation often ir ~lie< tt e “ractice of <~iritual « 1°c1” lines,
but it involves tr uct tr ore. Futt Falev . arton « efinec <~iritual forr ation ac tt e “ - roces< bv

tict Crrictic forr ec in ue for tt e glorv of Coc, for tt e abunc ance of our o n livee, an« tie



ca..e of ott ere.”? n v nuancec vereion « efinec it a< “bet olc ing C oc, a< reveale ti rougt tie
incarnate Crtrict, 1tt increacine claritv anc eiving F ir tre <~ace to, tt rougt I i1cinc elline
irt, tran<forr ucr ore clocelv into F 1< 1ir age, t1 uec reflecting F 1ir 1n our ¢ ailv livec anc

relationet i-<.”

N Vcturct <trear , t1 e International Ct urct of Cirict (JCC C), t a< rootc in t1 e
F ectoration n over ent(Fn Yanc ill ber v cace <tuc v for exar 1nineg tt i< relationct1-. V 1 1le
ttic 1° 1 v context, | believe ti 1< relationct 1~ t a< far-react ing ir ~licationc an¢ a~ - lication< to
ott er <trear <, ~articularlv ittintte Fn crurctec. Curcturct ec neec a lenc ac ‘uctr ent t1 at
concic erc our 1 ictorical biace< anc incor-oratec a¢ ‘uctec lencec leac ing to 1 ealtt ier <~ iritual

forr ation reculting in greater unitv.

It 1 a< been <aic trat e learn fror tictorvtrat e con’tlearn fror 1tictorv.* Cur
ct urct ec nee« increacec .no lecge of F v 11ctorv, an unc erctanc ing of ite t ert eneutic, anc a
tert eneutical lenc ac ‘uctr ent t1 at fosters ( ee~er <~iritual tran<forr ation. v er berc of F i
ct urct ec certainlv cannot learn fror tteir tictorv t en it i< not tauet t to leac erc or1 er bere.
-tere alcorer ainc a volc intert eneutical training ar one bott I v leacers anc t er bere,
tincering tter fror .no let ge of inconcictencies ant ~“re<u” ~o<itionc in tt eir inter-retative

t ettoc <. “uct teact ing anc training coulc better ec ui~ bott lear ers ant 1 er bere to refrar e

2 Rut~ T aley I ait- n. Strengthening the Soul of Your 1.eadership: Seeking ( od in the Crucible of Ministry
(Voestn-nt. [L. [nter araaty rres:. 2( 181, 1

3Sincela “‘tenat.e ab ut:pmitual “1 atrn. [ uertt-er jlya et ntrat - 1e ‘ully nclu e:
tre Tinmitanan ' - -I' e entn--ur :pmtual ian:“- 1 atr nan ecieaiec ane | a1 -nj1actice:.

4Tre au te attitbute t - Ce 12¢ Santayanas 1ea :. “Tr <e- = -cann tleain i~ mist1yaie - e t-
tejeat1it.” “Tr-ie V ~-Cann-tLeain F1-- Fictowyaie ) -~ e t-Rejeat It. Really. ” Big Think Newsletter. July
21. 2017 accesie August 1z. 2027, »tty :./bigt~in_.c-- sculture-iehier -/t~ <e-~ = - - -n- t-leain-=1:t- 1y- -~ e -

t- -1ef eat-it-1eally/. A1e” -1 ng. “Tre - nly tring ~ e leain ‘1-- =1t 1y 1: trat ~ e learn n- t~me ‘1-- =1t 1y 1
attnbute t-Cer an~il-pr~er Ce 12 Fegel. “Fict1y1ejeat: it:el.an yet e --n tlean ‘i-- =it 1y.”
Comsure. Feb £8. 2(zz. »tty<.ir~ 7 7 .c- furegr-uj.c- - /me- ¢/™:t 1y-1ej eat:-itzel-an -yet-~ e- - -n- t-learn-1--
ity


https://bigthink.com/culture-religion/those-who-do-not-learn-history-doomed-to-repeat-it-really/
https://www.comsuregroup.com/news/history-repeats-itself-and-yet-we-do-not-learn-from

tteir terr eneutic to arc at ore Cririct-focucec anc € ~irit-lec inter-retation of “cri-ture, tt uc

becor ingt ore (ee~lv forr ec into tt e li.enec< of Ct rist.

M V cecire to recearct ttic to~ic <~ ringc fror 1 v obeervation of a blurre: 1 ert eneutical
“rocess—t vo n,anc ttatofr veturct.ltavebeeninkn crurcrecallr v life. ] becar e a
Cirictian ten] ac ttirteen vears olc anc <ervec intter inictrv in t1 € Crurct of Crrictanc tre
ICCC fror 1 vcollege gracuation in 1¥7¢, until I retirec fror  or en’<r Inictrv in 2u21. C ver
tte “a<t cecace, ] (ant 1 v cturct ) facec ne :uectionc concerning biblical inter-retation. In
ac (1tion to tt ece ; uections, tt e racial unre<t in tr e ¥ nitec “tatec over tt € ~a<t fe vearec
“ror “tec 1 e to furtt er ecucate t veelf concernineg tt e 1 i°torv anc continuec “re<ence of racicr
intte " nitec “tatec.] ac<r ortifiec tolearn of ar ore (eelv entrenct ec <veter ic racicr of

tict 1 ac “reviouclv una are. -1e Ar ericantictorv] ac tauert left outr anv ( rea: ful,

1 1<torical realities.

“1r 1larlv, ] fearec tt at a lac.. of unc er<tancing of 1 vo n cturct tictorv an:
tert eneutice createc unintentional anc un.no n blint <-ote. -t 1< reali-ation coincicec ittt v
tt ree-vear cturvontte roleof or enintiecturct. Fror tricctucv,]learnec to r veee lv
enegrainec ~attern t ert eneutic t a« affectec 1 v unc erctanc inge, “recu - o<itions, anc
~er<~ectivec of certain <cri~ture<. ] coulc no longer reconcile <or e tt ine< ] 1 ac been “reviouclv
taugtt 1tt rat] a<no learning, anc 1 began to : uection tt € <elective literalicr inter-retive
I ettoc In ~atternicr ttat] obeervec int v cturct ’< (octrine anc “raxic. ] car e to reali-e our
1ert eneutic often too.. o1 e ccri~turec at face value a< cor r anc <, a~o<tolic exar ~le< to follo

toc av, anc inference< leac ing to <trict conclucions 1 ile ex~laining ott er< ac ter ~orarv anc



cultural, cor etir ec even ittintie<ar ecta-ter of tie. ible.’ e cub’ective conclucione
vie e« fror exar le< or inferencee varie(, (e“encing on atevertl € es"oucer (eer e actre

“biblical ~attern,” - tict ett oc of inter-retation becar e ..no n ac< ~atternicr

A< arecultof t v <tucies,] roteaboo..about or enintiecturct.b  1ouet ]
tt orougt lv vettec it it nur erous 1CC C leac ere,” ceveral leacers int vior e cturct <tronglv
recictec it ~ublication. - tic lec 1 e to celav t1 e ~ublication fort o vears, untilt ore
convercationc coul( ta.e ~lace. Al<o, curing tt at tir e, tt e “ancer ic of 2u2v brouet t increasec
o~ ~ortunitiec for ~eo~le to t ear fror online ~ul~ite bevonc tteir o ncturct <ettines. Curious
cturct 1 er bere, 1it1 tte clic.. of a .evboar( or "t one, earnerec ott er vie < ar ong
Cirictencor an¢ began to (ue<tion <or e of tteir o n cturct ~ractices. A< a re<ult, ] noticec
t ore of our c1 urct ’< voutt ac.ing ¢ ue<tionc over ocial r e« ia, “c econctructing” tt eir belief

eyeter < anc 1ert eneutice anc <ot € leaving ti e ¢t urct of ti eir voutt .

V tile or e of our cturct ’< car ~uc anc voune ac ult r inictriec are tt riving, r anv voung

aculte tave al.ec a av, anc overall, ourt er bereti” 1c tecreacing. - 1e1CCC lostr anv

S pattein: ta.en ‘1~ 1 C 1mtmans 141 ~ibite -~ - en ‘i~ :jea.me. - mile eathier n tre craj ter trey
“eref1-jre:yme. Tre- earng-“ - eli.p1-mibitrn 1 biar € ~anman el .an ji1actice--‘ ~ly a:ie: aren-t
ajflie t-ayt~-ugr--- enn-t:jea.ngmntreaice bly ~ac--‘ten beenajjlie . r-lyea y.le nate. an
[11 --genituire f1actice: aie ¢ n:1 ere cultural. yet tre jatiaicral :ysite 1 - ‘ten-1e e a: a biblical jattein t-- be
‘1.~ e .lenc -untere auesti-ns [~a beena‘tar t-a:.. Sincel~1 amgr-1e --* Sciypture. [ ‘elt trat
aque:tr mne © -ul benear-blasyre -u:i.[~-nere ~~y:- eCTian MTiact:--* 1:-be 1ence - ere jum:re by

eat~an -trer1ec 1 € act: --* 1:--be tence " eten tjumi~e . [1ealize trate eni1' nera c - |lete ‘ait~ trat
trerl - e -ne--ul bereale an calle uj-ntreel et 1 p1ayer an an nting. trenloe -ne <till 1e . [~a
t--1esitle- 1tm tuc~ queitrn: - micnle et-a 1''elent.1e e jtre.tre |-gical. an nanatr e ayt -1ea
Sciipture =~ mile :tilll ~ 1 ngitin tre migre:t1cear

¢ Jeame Sra~ . The iew From . aul’s v indow: . aul’s 1eachings on v omen (Spting. TX. [llu 1natr -n
rublizrers. 2( 2( ).

"[a a e ber--tre [CCC.-1 tre [nternaticnal Crurce --* Ceniit. - mice s abrance - -* tre Ry . Tris
branc~ - 1ll be tre t §1c - * tre next craj ter.



t illenniale toere u-intiecturct,®anc nur erous Cenz’c 1oce ~arentc arer er ber are
not becor ingr er bers. Fe 1 er bercof tte Fn t ave anv cignificant unc er<tan: ing of F
cturct tictorv or ite “ror inentt err eneutic, becauce ti ece t ave not been tauet t. Furtt err ore,
our ct urct e< t ave been lareelv uncuccec<ful in 1 aintaining unitv in ¢ 1versitv. - o ac ( recc ti ece
~robler <, ] argue t1 e ir ~ortance of tt e relation<1 1~ bet een our t err eneutic anc <~ iritual

forr ation.

»n v cturct ’e “referrec t err eneutic 1 ac 1 anv great attributec, but it can alco negativelv
affect forr ation. A loo.. bac.. at F v voicec of tt e ~ast, along itt current voice<, becor e
nececcarv to navieate ave for arc.] 1ll firet t 12t ligr t <ignificant voice< of tt e ~ast anc tt eir
inter-retationc of “criture, cto ing ave treirtert eneutic affectec tt eir forr ation anc  ave
tt i< “~attern” continuec tocav. V 1 1le cor e available literature ac ( res<e< tt € ~attern t err eneutic,

none 1 ave <tuc iec¢ ite effect on forr ation.

The 1 attern oices: . iterature Review
Profeccorsotn v ar.. Fic.c of Li~ccor b " nivercitv cervec ac tter o<t “rolific autt or

ac (rescing t1 e effects of t1 e ~attern 1 err eneutic er ~lovec in tt e F ectoration n over ent. | 1c

)

recent boo.. anc various articles ex~lore tt e kv ’< 1 1ctorv of ~atternicr , anc ticr o<t recent

boo..ex~lorecs tie or en’<role vie ec fror boti a ~atternictic anc ti eological 1 err eneutic.’

F.LaCarc “1 itt, a “rofeccor of la anc ecitor of te iNvarratec . ibleanc te [ ailv

. ible, tocevie <] furtter ex~lore in cta-ter ti ree, rer ainc a <trong ~“ro-onent of tt e ~attern

8 Tr1: age @1--up 15 --u1 ¢+ allest. a< can be :eenmcrurce e ber:~ip: atabate:an e --g1a3] ~ic:
1ej1ecente ¢ n‘erence 1egiztiatr n:.

Fac.s t- - -stiecent b --.: ate Searching for the . attern: My Journey in Interpreting the Bible
(Mazealle. TN Jornn ar. Foceio 201" an v omen Serving C od: My Journey in  nderstanding 1heir Story in the
Bible (Mas~alle. TN, J-on v ar Freoso 20200,



1 ert eneutic, autt oring <everal boo..c in cu~-ort of ~atternicr anc lir itec roles for or en.'*
V tile ceveral F v ~rofeccore ant teact ers, inclucine Fict arc | uer e anc [ ouglac Foe<ter, 1 ave
ritten tt e 1 o<t recent an¢ t1 orougt accounts of kv 11ctorv,!! little 1 a been ritten on tt e

1 1storv of tt e International Ct urct e< of Ci rict (1CC C). C. Foster “tanbac.. “ublict ec a boo.. on

tre tictorv of tt e ICL C in 2uut,'2 anc in 2uu7, 1ot a< A.Jones rote atictorical r er oir of

(13

tic life in tt e 1CC C.53 [ avic Pocta recentlv rote an article entitlec . i~ n c. ean: “aint or

“coun rel: vort ali-ing Extrer e Per<-ectivec on a Foun ational Figure in tt e International
Crurct of Ctriet,” “ublictec inttene acacer ic ‘ournal, 7-/-ios: » Journal to F romot-
holistic  hristian opirituality.'* F oger Lar b, fort er ec itor of “[ icci~les - orav,” ttene <

ebeite for tt e ICC C, eatt erec 1CC C 1 i1<torical ( ocur ente in a recentlv ~ublict et collection on
tre “[ icci-lec - ocav” ebeite.’>  trougl out tr i< ¢ iecertation,] illt a.er ention of

contributione fror tite <r all ar ount of F v literature tit at relates tor v to~ic.

-1 ere are currentlv no ritinge on tt e relation<t 1~ bet een ~atternicr anc <~ iritual

forr ationintte Fn cturctes, inclucing tte ICLC, 1itt tte exce“tion of a fe ~aragra~1 < fror

F.LaCar S 1t~ 1 te v hat Most v omen v ant \Eugene. CR. Far- estF--uce. 1" 2. an Male Spiritual
readership (N a:~ lle. TN . 2(™ Century Criistian. 17781,

Ricrar T Fuere: -~ 1-te - eviving the Ancient Faith: The Story of Churches of Christ in America
tAbilene. TX. ACU rie::. 2((8). an 1 --ugla: A. F- <ter = 1-te 4 Life of Alexander Campbell (Cran Rajr . n L.
Eer  an:. 20200,

2C. F -ter Stanbac... Into All Nations: A4 r istory of the International Churches of Christ (Sy1ne. TX.
(llu matr n rublizrerz. 200 .

3T~ a: A. J nes. In Search of a City: 4n 4utobiographical . erspective on a - emarkable but
Controversial Movement (Sping. TX. [llu matr- n rublicrer:. 2(( /).

“1a pocta“T~- a:sVayne ‘b 1y’ n cl ean. Samt -1 Sc-un 1el-M 1 alizing rerijectr e: -na
F -un ati -nal Figuie in t~e Internati- nal Cruice --* Crni:t.” 1eleios: 4 Journal to . romote r olistic Christian
Spirituality - - 1. 1.n-- 2z 12(21). 4°-62.

SRogala b.e ..“rnoyples T - ay.”acce:ize Augustz . z(27.
~tty <./ 1ieplest - ay.1g/. i=1c € Mt 1y,


https://disciplestoday.org/?s=icoc+history

[ ouglac Focter anc [ avic Pocta in a recent 7-/-ios “ournal ~ublication.'® - 1 erefore, tt ere i a

lacuna in tt € cct olarc1 1=, 1ict 1107 e to fill.

A pproach and Thesis

Inttic ttecic, ] crall ex-lore ave tt e founc erc of t1 e | ectoration v over ent inter-retec
“criture anc to  treirr ett ocoloev anc ~raxic affectec <-iritual forr ation in tt e ct urct fror
tt en until tocav. V 1 en inter-retation createc <tatic ( ogr a, ac it often « ic, ( eforr ine <~ iritual
~racticec follo ec, inclucineg tt e c ecire to or 1nate. - 11 caucec an¢ continuec to encourage
¢ 1cunitv. ] believe tt at recoeni-ing anc refrar ine tt e far-react ing “rule<” anc ct urct trac itions
(ee”lv rooter itt in ~attern tt eoloev 1ll better encourage <~iritual forr ation, reculting in

greater unitv.

Even tt ouet tie. ible c oec not eive tt e an< er< to all . ible : ue<tions, tt e ~attern
tert eneutic leavee little roor for ¢ 1ecuc<ion, ac it (uic..lv ( iccounte anc counters “off--attern”
vie <, labeling tter ac uncoun: ¢ octrine. < ~iritual forr ation, 1ict bv ite ¢ efinition accur ec
ct ange, r uct facilitate anc encourage furtt er « iccuc<ionc an¢ teact ine< to foster ereater unitv, a

nececcarv goal of tran<forr ation into t1 e it age of Ct rict.
Intr1c recearct 1 1ll cee.. to anc er t1 e ( uestione:

e Lo 1astitecee -rootec Fn t1ictorvanc terr eneutic forr ec tte ¢ efault ICC C
biblical inter-retation

e L[ o <c(oectiict1err eneutic infort anc continue to influence <~iritual fort ation:

6) -ugla: F <ter1. “Tre St -ne Ca jbelln -~ e entan tre [nternatic-nal Cruicre: - Crnict. Vo rat | as tre
[CCC C ntnibute t-tre SCn .an V rat1 -e: tre [CCCDMee t-Fear.” Teleios: 4 Journal to . romote r olistic
Christian Spirituality - - 1. 1.n-- z12(21). ”8. an 1 a1 r-cta. “Tr- a: V ayne ‘} 1y’ n cl ean. Samt -1
Sc-un 1el.” 1eleios: 4 Journal to. romote Christian Spirituality - -1 1.n-- 2120211 /- 8.



e I o can -atternict be ac ‘uctec anc refrar ec to better inclure Coc’s recer “tive
love anc tt e leac ing of t1 e living “~irit of Cor ¢

e Lo canr vcrurct tracitiont ore effectivelv teact ~eo~le to engage tt e “ ~irit of
Coc, ttuc becor 1negr ore cor fortable 1itt uncertaintv, 1 veterv, anc ex~erience:

e [0 canarevicer terr eneutict el” uc act ileve unitv it out uniforr itv:

-trougtout tte cta“ters,] anc er tt e five ( uestionc ~o<ec. In ct a“ter one, ] recount a
brief 1 ictorv of tt e [ ectoration n over ent alone itt ite reliance on ~atternicr .1 analv-ette
~rofounc 1t ~act of tt e ~attern t err eneutic on <~1iritual forr ation ti rouet ex-loration of tt e
tictorv of tt e [ ectoration v over ent ant it< leac ere fror ite ince~tion until toc av. ] next ex~ lore

ave tt 1< inter-retive 1 ett oc of tte F v inforr <, forr <, anc (efort < one’< reflection of Ci rict

anc relationcti1-< it1 one anoti er.

Incta-tert o,] focuc on tt e effecte of t1 e ~attern 1 err eneutic onrt v cturct tracition,
tt e International Ci urct ec of Cirict (1CC C). ] “rir arilv uce : ualitative analveic, intervie 1neg
recogni-e( teacterc ittint v cturct to exlore ti e effecte of tt e ~attern t err eneutic on ci urct
“ractice anc forr ation ar ong our ct urct e<. I ealtt v inter-retation callc for « istinction bet een
“tt e babv” anc “tte batt ater” intte F v inter-retiver ett oc, anc 1 <t all analv-e bott tt e gooc
anc bac tenc enciec <een in ~atternict . “or € totolc a -atterntert eneutic fear t1 at
inter-reting tt € “cri~turec tt rougt ne lence<, or engaging itt culture ( t ett er ancient iNear
Eactern or “recent-c av) 1ll ea..en biblical inteeritv bv <travine fror tt e biblical ~attern. ]
exlore cuct fear, ant cugegect ceveral ave to counter tt e negative it ~act t1 at ~atternicr can
t ave on our tt eologv, ( icci~lect 17, evangelicr , ant unitv bv cugeecting ac ‘ustr ente to our

1ert eneutical lences.



In ct ater ti ree, ] offer ac ‘ustr ents totte F v ’< one-cir encional t ert eneutical lene,
exloring <everal inter-retive len<ec t1 at can ent ance <~ 1ritual forr ation in our fello <ti-:tte
tt eological len<, ac ex~lainec bvsotn n ar. Fic.c:tterecer ~tive/tra‘ectorv lenc offerec bv
V illiar V ebb, anc tte “-irit F err eneutic cuggecter bv Craig . eener. " <inga 1celv
inter-retec ~a<cage of “cri“ture, ] <t o ave t1 ece lencec affect bott inter-retation anc

forr ation.

Incta-ter four,] ex-lore avettattte ~atternterr eneutict inir 1-estie or.ingeoftre
“-1rit of C oc, often reculting in an aner ic <~iritual anc relational ex~erience ar ongr er bere. ]
offer ave ti at relational ex~eriencec can furtt er inforr tt e reacon-ba<er inter-retation of

“cri~ture currentlv er ~love( in tt e ~attern t err eneutic, anc tt uc <trenett en <~ iritual forr ation.

Lac<tlv, in ct a~ter five ] eo “bac.. to tt e future” tt rouet  ritingc of <everal earlv
rectoration leac ers, noting tt eir broac er, les< ( ogr atic t ert eneutic tt at ac vancec tt eir cace for
unitv itt out uniforr itv anc recultec in ereater ct urct ero tt anc t ealtr ier forr ation. ] urge a
1 ore accurate teact ing of our ct urct t ictorv anc of tt e ~attern t ert eneutic to inforr an¢ nu ge
tt e current JCC C crurct culture to arc ar ore erace-fillec, loving, anc ex~eriential <~ iritual

forr ation.

-t e [ ectoration v over ent’s ~attern 1 err eneutic, tt ougt “ractice! In varving ( egreec in
our ct urct e<, continues to ir “act itsr et bere’ incivicual anc cor r unal forr ation. -t e unitv
bet een «ifferent <trear < of F v cturct e< 1 a< been « ifficult at be<t. . ver ~lovine a tt eological,
recer ~tive, <-irit-lec terr eneutic, ] believe ourt er bere 1ll1 ore clocelv reflect ti e ir age of
Ctirict, allo 1ne unitv (in « iver<itv) to becor et ore of a realitv ar one tt € [ e<toration

M Over ent ct urct e-.



Chapter 1. kestoration N ovement Founders’ Hermeneutic
and Its 1 ffect on Formation

W- can hol. to th- illusion that what has com- b-for- has no impact on us. but
of cours- this is nons-ns-: th- imagination an.. practic-s that mobiliz- our
liv-s ar- .-liv-r-.. to us on th- un .-rcurr-nts of a particular history.’’

-1 e[ ectoration v over ent (F v ), founcec in tt e late eigl teentt an: earlv nineteentl
centuriec to bring unitv ar ong Ci rictian< fror Protec<tant I eforr ation « enor inations, reliec on
at ettoc of inter-reting “criture .no n ac ~atternict . [ ectoration leacere, o believe: a
return to tt € ~attern or “blue-rint” of t1 € ~rir itive ct urct coulc unite all Protestante, <earct e«
tt e “cri-turec for ( irect cor 1 anc <, exar ~le<, anc nececcarv inference<, <-ea.ing 1erette
. ible e=~ea..c anc rer aining <ilent teretie. ible ac cilent.'® “aclv, in<teac of tt e noble
“ur-oce intenc ec, over tt e vearc tt € k v ex~eriencet (ivicion a< leac erc fouet t for control,
“racticec conc escenc ing attituc e, anc exI ibitec “rice anc (uic..nesc to concer n. -t € “rofounc
it ~act of t1 e ~attern 1 ert eneutic on <~iritual forr ation can be tracec ti rougt a~~ealc an:
~ublication< of leat er< ti rougt out tt e 1 1storv of tt e 1 over ent a< tt eir ( rear < of unitv becar e
nigt tr arec of ¢ ivicions. ] <t o ave trat Fn leacers’ ecclecial ~erfectionicr , « erivec fror
tt eir ~attern t err eneutic, recultec in 1 arr ful fort ation a< cor ~aret itt ottere, 10e1 ore
orace-fillec tert eneutic recultec in t ealtt 1er <~ iritual forr ation, noting ave ti e ( ee” lv-roote:

1 ert eneutical tren: < continue to ir ~act forr ation in F nv c1 urct e-.

"An 1e- R -t Faith Formation in a Secular 4ge1Cian Rajr =.n LY a.e1 Aca e 1ci. 2( 1/ xxu.

8 pattetm: - as ntane” re1 eneutic begun by Rest 1atr nlea ers. Z- el j1actice fatterm: .a: 1
Cal mict: an rumntan: 9--  tee e enteent~ century. Car jbell ~a riesbytenani--+t:. Al E - a1 1 etmg ] 4(-
1 /6).-‘'e1e -ne--‘treeathieitc- entc-nc- an ¢.exa (les.an n‘erence:. n:icting trat biblical
cnclusrne “ere 12" n‘t-- “pr--1trn.-1 e uct-n. by ¢ nieauence...1z at “elltre V-1 - C-- ai teat -~ mice
1cexpiesi c- an  ent-1exa jle”(ute byTre- -1e1 “1g~tl-ze an. 1o Live 4ncient Lives: The

. rimitivist " imension in . uritanism (Crapel EAll. MC. Unr eraity - M- 1t~ Car- -na r1e::. 17880, /(.
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A ppeals for Restoration
V ten ex-laining ( ifferencec bet een tt e | ectoration » over ent anc tt e earlier

F efort ation » over ent, ceveral | ectoration “react erc of tte t entiett centurv ucer an analoev
of acrastec car.'” -1eo0 nerofacracter car (oec not ant ti eir car refort et : inctear ,ttev

1°t 1t restorec to itc original <tate. t 1c analoev tellc | ectoration cturct 1 er bers trattte
( eciret outcor e for biblical Ci rictianitv i< restoration ratt er tt an reforr ation. F estoration
leac erc tauet t tt at [ eforr er< onlv ct angec <or e ct urct trac ition<, falling <1 ort of restorine
~rir 1tive Cr rictianitv. F ectoration leac erc ~recentec tteir vie < of a1 ore accurate inter-retation
of “cri~ture to rectore INe - ectar ent Cirictianitv. In 182¢, Alexanc er Car ~bell ~ennec tt i<

( 1etinction of re<toration vercu< reforr ation:

A re<toration of tt e ancient or¢ er of ti inge 1< all t1 at 1° nece<carv to tt e t a” ~inec<
anc ucefulnecc of ci rictianc (<1c). ivo atter ~t “to reforr t1 e ( octrine, ¢ icci~ line
anc eovernr ent of tt e ct urct,” (a 1 race too long in u<e,) can “ror ice a better
recult tt an tt oce tict t ave been atter ~tec anc languict ec to ceatt . V e are gla:
to cee, 1n tI € above extract, tt at tt e t1 ing “ro~o<ec, i< to bring ct rictianitv an« tte
cturct of tte "recent cav u- to tt e <tancarc of tte ;INe  ectar ent. - t1°1°in
cubetance, tt ougt in ottertert <, tat e content for. - o bring tt e cocietiec of
ctrictianc u” totte INe - ectar ent, 1 ‘uct to brine tt e ( icc1” le< inc 1vic uallv anc
collectivelv, to al..in t1 e faitt, anc intre cot r anct ents of tt e Lorc ans
“aviour, a< “recentec 1n tt at blescec volur e: anc tt 1< i< to re<tore t1 € ancient

orc er of tt ing<. Celebratec ac tt e era of reforr ationic, e (oubtnotbutttattie
era of rectoration 1ill a< far tran<cenc it in it ~ortance an¢ far e, tt rouer tt e long
anc bliesful »v 1llenniur , ac tte ;INe - ectar ent tran<cenc < in <ir - licitv, beautv,
excellencv, anc 1 a’ectv, tt e (ogr ac anc notionc of tt e creec of V ectr in<ter anc
tt € canonc of tt e A<cer blv’< [ 1ge<t. su<t in <o far ac t1 e ancient or¢ er of tt inge,
or tt e religion of tt e INe - ectar ent, i< rectorec, ‘ust <o far t a< tt e n 1illenniur
cor t encec, anc <o far t ave it bleecine< been en‘ove(. Fortotie enc of tir €, e
<t all r ave no ott er revelation of tt € “ ~irit, no ott er INe - etar ent, no ott er
“aviour, anc no ott er relieionttan eno tave, ten e uncerctanc, believe
anc ~ractice tt e ¢ octrine of Ct rict « eliverec to ue bv 1 ic a~octles.?

It

9Tri: ~ai1ecunte m<- em 1 ualFible :itu 1ecan ter -nn-tes. 1:c-erle ‘I~ trente:-‘a
I ne-t1 eel erntre Crurcr --* Crrist,

2 Alexan e1 Ca |bell. “A Rest 1atr- n--* tre Ancient C1 e1--* Trme:. n . [” The Christian Baptist. - - 1. ..
n-. /1182 1. 124-8.
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Car ~bell a-~ealec for a « ifferent, unitine a~ “roact to inter-retation bv re<toring tt e
ancient orc er of t1 inge ac (efinec bvtie ne - ectar ent. - 1ougt (enot 1national ¢ octrines anc

creet < ere cor 1 on-lace in Protectanticr , uct a~~ealc can be trace: bac.. 1 anv centuriec.

Early app-als

A~ ~ealc to return to tt e “rir itive <cri”turec <tartec lone before tt e F ectoration

» over ent. tougt ttev oulc not be labelec “rectorationicte,” Patrictic fati erc firet <~ o..e of
~lanc to unite Ct rictianc bv re<toring tt € “rir itive <cri~turec. - ertullian (ceconc centurv CE)

arnec of Cree.. t erecv clouc ing biblical inter-retation, anc v ontanuec <ougt t to builc
congregationc to ~rit itive ~ietv.?' -1 e fourtt centurv ivicaean Council convenec to ar ¢ rece
( e-arturec fror tt e faitt, tt ouetr I e<toration leacere oulc concicer cuct ~roclar atione ac
extrabiblical creer <, at ( ing trac ition anc ( oger a bevone tte “cri~tures. te Fn leac erc tauet t,
“.1ereic one ‘[ ivine Creet >—r anv ‘F ur an Creec<’... t e trouble aricec fror ti e fact tt at
I en incor-orate t1 eir o~ inion< anc <~eculatione in t1 eir fort al creec <, anc ‘teaci for ¢ octrinec

99922

ttecor r ancr entc of t en. t1c ascur ec tratt en’c < eculationc ¢ o not enter into vie < of

cor 1 anc <, exar “lec, ant inferences.

Intt e car e centurv ac tt e Inicaean Council, Priccillan callec for a return to a~o<tolic
“ractice, reculting in ~ercecution anc t1 e ¢ ectruction of r o<t of t1c riting< bv t1 e Cati olic
cturct . Fror tre-<eventt to nintt centuries, a grou” ..no n ac tt € Paulician< cougt t to r aintain

tre rir itive faitr .23

~ttp i/ eb1lec.acu.e w efart ent/LibraryFRre:t -+ n-- 11/~ = . un.caneline:t - stextizaca | bell/tcb/TC
P20/ F T #E:cayz.

2 Ja e 1 eFaest v uien. Christians Only: A r istory of the - estoration Movement \Cmcmnatr. CT .
Stan a1 rubli~me. 1767 1(.

2 (Ce1ge A} me an. Church r istory for Busy . eople (\Nas~lle. TN . C-<jel A - - cate C--. 176( 1. 48.

B n wicn. Christians Only. 11.
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Fourteent! centurv tt eologian Jot n V vcliffe tauet t tt e ir ~ortance of ““cri~ture alone,”
anc C-ect treologian Jot n I use calle: for a return to “cri-ture 1ict eventuallv recultec int i<
I artvrcor . -1 e cixXteentt -centurv Anaba-ticte counc e¢ tt e call to retore tt € ~rir itive ct urct ,
~articularlv in a return to ba~ticr bvir 1 ercion. -t € Anaba-ticte, 1it1 tteir ~lea anc
cor t itt ent to rac icallv re<tore biblical ( octrine ant ~ractice, are conc<ic eret t1 e first to fit tr e

( eccri~tion of t1 e [ estorationicte, tt ougl r anv ott erc <et ti e <tage.

-1 e earlv F ectoration leac er<’ noble ¢ e<ire for unitv in Protectantict gave avtoa

tert eneutic ttatr ace unitv « ifficult, if not ir ~oc<ible. yorn v ar.. I ic..c ex~lains:

»

V tile Lutt er’s cuestion ac ~rir arilv, “V tere can] fint tier erciful Coc ¢,
2 1neli’e [z urict Feforr ation leacer t(uestion ac bacicallv, “V t ere can] finc
tt e true cturct /7 -t e <earct for tt e true ct urct becar e a cearct forr ocels,

exar “lec,anc cor r anc< itrintreine - ectar enttrat oulc “rovice a ~attern,
anc onlv tt oce congregations tr at confort ec to tt e ~attern ere true ct urct es.
-11° agen( a generatec tt e Puritan1 over ent in Enelanc, anc trer o<t racical of
tt e Puritanc ere t1 e “e-araticte.?

V tile F eforr ere cougt t tt € return to ~atrictic inter retation of “cri~ture, tt e [ ectoration
leat ere  oulc contect inter-retation tict ti1 ev believer veerec fror “cri~ture’s <~ecific
cor r anc <, exar ~lec, anc nececcarv inferencec. -1 ev believec tt e F efort ere’ (ogr ac an:

cree: < lec to tt e fraer entec, ¢ enor inational nature of Ct rictenc ot

Prote<tanticr facec ci allenges in tt € eigt teentt centurv ac Voltaire anc tt € age of reacon
brougi t ¢ ecreacec crec ibilitv to “cri-ture anc a <t ar” c(ecline incturct 1 er bersti. 11
ct allenge lec Cirictian leacerc intt e 18uu< to tie Creat A a.enine. -1e V eclevan revival, ¥ ale

Precicent [ 1et t’< cerr on, “ te Nature anc [ aneer of Inficel Priloco~t v,” anc Jar ec

2 J.enn ar. Fic.:. “Seaicring “ 1 tre rattern.” 1eleios: 4 Journal to . romote r olistic Christian
Spirituality. - 1. .n--Lwz(2”) 7.
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n cCreac v’e ~ercuacive “react ing againct 1 ur anicr brougt t ex onential gro ti to

Protectanticr .23

Fe-orte fror tii1c ~erioc notec Cirictians oret 1™ ~1ng togett er itt out t1 € a¢ ¢ ition of

(13

9926

anv nar e ott er t1 an “Ct rictian. -1eournal 4 ..vocat- an.. ) -ss-neg-r re” orter €1 ean to

be ne ectar ent Cirictians, itt out anv <ectarian natr € connectec itt it, 1tt out <ectarian

”27  f ece calle bac.. to

creec <, articlee, confec<cione, or ¢ icci line to illur inate tt e “cri~turee.
“cri~ture <et t1 e <tage forr en to oulc becor e leaterc of tt e [ ectoration n over ent, a
I over ent <ee.ing to recreate ti e INe - ectar ent ct urct tt rougt re‘ection of creec < an:

vie 1ng tter <elves as “Cririctianc onlv.” A 1celv cictributec ciurct tractof tter 1c-t entiett

centurv, autt orec bv . ateell . arrett. axter, ex~lainc tt i< firt lv t elc conviction over t1 € vears:

-tecturct of Ctrict ic neitt er Catt olic, Protestant, nor Je 1ct.V e are unic uelv
( ifferent for e are enc eavoring to go all tt e av bac.. to tt e original ive

-ectar entcrurct.” cing tt e INe - estar ent ac our bluerint et ave re-
ectablictec intret entiett centurv Ctrict’e cturct . It fite nor oc ern label. It i<
not ‘uct anott er ¢ enot ination.®

. axter’s cur r arv cougl t to bott ¢ efine tt e ct urct of Ci rict’s ¢ ecire for non-

( enor inational statuc an¢ to « ocur ent ite blue-rint, or ~attern, 1 ert eneutic.

Restoration M ovement Founding Fathers
. ecauce t1 e [ ectoration n over ent recictec ic entification a< a ( enor ination or <ect, t o<t

t er bere of cturct ec 1t oce roote trace bac.. to t1 € founc ere .no little to nott ing about t1 e

B n wicn. Christians Only. 2°. 28.71. 1 cCiea y ~a: jait - tre Sec -n A~ a.enme.

% «Crni:tians -nly” ~a: ater uie 1 tre Ehas S tran Abner J ne:” Criiittan C nnex-nn -~ ¢ ent
an m-tret: aller-up:hiceJa e« C’Felly’s Rejublican v et~ 1ct:.

¥ Advocate and Messenger 118211 cite n n urcn. Christians Only. ™"

28} atzell I anret I axter an  Can- 1l Ell:. Neither Catholic. . rotestant. Nor Jew (N a:~ ille. Fillsb- 1--
Crurcr - Crniiton. .. 12,
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fount ere’ t ert eneutice, teact ing<, anc ~erconal lives nor ¢ o tt ev connect tt € “rec or inant

tert eneutic ac <ignificant to t1 eir <-iritual forr ation.?® - oc av, far iliec can leamn of t1 eir roote
tt rouel [ INA cor ~aniec cuct ac Ancectrv.cor . “ir ilarlv, an un: er<tanc ing of F estoration

M over ent roote can <t ec ligt t on <ot e of ite int eritec tenc encie<, <trengtt <, an(  ea..ne<cec,
Lne av euncerctanc tt e ini eritec tenc encie< of ti e I ectoration iv over ent cor ec fror
obcerving ave tt e leac erc unc er<tooc “cri-ture a~art fror tracition. -t eir forr ative ten: enciec
can al<o be (iccernec fror tteir ~ublications anc ritines, tt eir rational, er ~irical, anc

“ragr aticr ett o« < of inter-retation, anc¢ tteir ce-er “ra<icontre Clc - ectar ent.

F ictorv attributec tt e foun: ing of ti i r over entto - tor as Car “bell, t1c con,
Alexancer, ant . arton “tone. In 18uy, tor ac Car ~bell, fror a “cottict Precbvterian
bac..erounc, “enne tt e inc e~ enc ent ~ublication D-claration an.. 4 ....r-ss, “roerar t atic for

tat oulc later be terr ec “tt e | ectoration v over ent.” F e ~lec for coo~eration ar ong
exicting Ctrictian ( enot inationc anc coinec tte “trace, “V tere tte “cri“turec <-ea.., €c<"ea.:
anc tere tt e “cri-turee are <ilent, e are cilent.”" F i< incictence trattte av to ~eace anc
unitv  ac tt rougt conforr itv to t1 e teact ing< of tt € “cri~turec becar e cor “licatec, ac ave to

inter-ret “cri“ture 1ic elv varv accorc ing to one’s “recu~"ocer vie ©anc tert eneutical lences.

-1or ac Car ~bell ascur ec ti1atr atterc concerning <alvation ere clear enougt ti at
reacere 1ll react ti e <car e conclucion. F e er ~tasi-ec ttat ¢ ifferencec of o"inion oulc not be
r ace teste of fello <11 anc arnec again<t ( ivicion ar ong Ct rictians, calline it anti-Ct rictian,

anti-<cri~tural, anc unnatural. I e believec tt e a~o<tlec <tan¢ on tt e ar e ~lain of infallibilitv an:

2 Cruicres -* Crnist. 1 rscrple: - CrnictCeniitian Crure~). an tre Crnistian Crure~/Crurcres - Crnict
tiace tren1- - t: t - tre St ne-Ca jbell Rest 1atrnn -~ e ent.

3 n uwicn. Christians Only. 4(.


Ancestry.com

autt oritv in tt eir teact ing a< Je<u<.>! F i< ( ecire for unitv inclucec atigt value1e ~lacer on

“1etv.

Fublications’ wars of wor..s

Car ~bell <treccec t1 e nece<citv of r oral ct aracter. “ac lv, t i noble “ro-o-cition oul:

3

coon eroc € tr rougt “~ocitioning ar<” ar ong ‘ournalc ant ~erioc icals. F ectoration leacers 10
“ro~ocel onerigit av to inter-ret ccri”turec concerning tt € “ractice of cacrar entc ant “ro-er

oret 1~ concuct oulc coon becor € (ogr atic tenex-rescing tieir vie <, 10 cacing ave

all ~eo~le inter-ret “cri~ture 1itt treir 0 n <veter © anc “resu” - ocitione.
“ee..lng to a( ( recc varving inter-retations, -t o1 ac “ennec :

A <ceconc evil i<, not onlv ‘ur eing our broti er to be abeolutelv rong, becaucet e
¢ iffere fror our o~inion<, butt ore es-eciallv, our ‘uceing rir to bea
trancgrescor of tte la 1n <o ( oing, anc, of cource, treating t it ac cuct bv
cencuring or ott er ice ex~ocing (it to conter ~t, or, at least, “referrine ourcelvec
before tir 1nouro n ‘urger ent, caving, a< it ere, ‘“tanc bv, ] ar 1olier tt an
t ou.’3?

“aclv, 1t1in one generation ct aracter vicec rearec tteir uglvteaces. -tat tict began ac

an a~~eal for unitv « egrac ec into ~ettv ¢ 1vicions.

A giftec “react er ant “rolific riter to (ic not fear conflict, tor a<’ <on, Alexancer,
furtt er carriec t i< anc t 1< fatt er’s <t arec conviction< tt rougt ~o erful ~react ing, « ebates, an:
~ublication<. Alexanc er ~ublict e« Th- A ill-nnial harbine-r, to “ror ote a return to INe
~e<tar ent Ci rictianity. 1 e title reflectec Car ~bell’< belief in tt e 1 illennial return of Ci rict,
tt uc “n illenmal F arbinger” announce- ti € cor ing of tr e r illenniur . Alexanc er’ ~ocitions,

ac crescec trrougt 1 1< ~ublications, avere: ti rougt out t i< life, at tir e< “ror oting “rinci- les

3 Te. a: Car pbell “1 eclatatr nan A 1e<:.” mn Alexan e1 Car ybell. T ait n'V . St-ne. Tr- a:
Ca (bell. [raac Enett. J.LE. Camn:- n. r istorical ' ocuments Advocation Christian nion: The - estoration
Movement ribrary (LS. C- bb rublitrine. 2(1/1. 41.

32 Tw.. a: Car bell. r istorical ' ocuments. 8.
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tr at ceer ec to ‘ustifv exclucivier  t1ile at ott er tir ec 1 1< articles brougt t accucations of
ecur enicict . - tougt I e <ougttcor ~ascion anc e¢ ualitv, 1 1¢ nationalictic “ric e anc belief in
At erica’e cu-erioritv reinforce: 1 i< belief inti et vti of Anglo-“axon-Prote<tant <u-erioritv.’3

-11¢  oulc influence bott 1 1c inter-retation anc forr ation.

Cont eccent Ing attituc e<, ccatterec tt rougt out t i< ~ublications, ere often ( irecte:

to arc non-ecucatec ~eo-le, inclut ing t1 e <tereotv-ical ir age of Cati olice. V tile Car ~bell
ec-oucer t1 at a Crrictian coulc be 1c entifiec bv t1 eir tran<forr ation into tt e it age of Ci rist, 1 1c
ex reccionc of ¢ 1<r ain for « iffering o~ 1nione, cor binec itt tte tur anter “tation to ¢ or inate,
at tir ec affectec 1 1< forr ation into tt e ir age of Ci rict. A curcorv reac ing of t 1¢ ( ebatec ( enotes
(oer atic <tancec, incluc ing ( erogatorv rer ar..< to arc o--oecition.>* “uct rer ar..c clou¢ 1ic
reflection of Ci ri<t. I 1< rational anc ~raer atic inter-retation of < cri~ture contributec to <ucl
(ogr atic <tance<, vet Ct rict cannot be accuratelv reflectec ti rouer a rational, <cientific

inter-retation of “criture.

Rational. Empirical. an . Fragmatic

Accorc ing to one of Car ~bell’< biogra~1erc totac or.ec 1itt tir , Car ~bell reliec
on tt e <cientific, inc uctive 1 ett oc of inter-retation t € learnec fror Francic . acon. ' <ing ti i<
t ett oo, Alexanc er cougt t to ~ull tt e facte fror “cri~ture to reconctruct tr € “rir 1tive ¢1 urct ant
Ctirictian <veter 33 Car ~bell areuec tt at t1 e “inc uctive <tvle of inc uiring an¢ rea<oning i< to be

ac rielc lv carriec out in reac ing an« teact ing tt e . ible facts ant ( ocur ente, a< in tt € analveic

BT a: Ca bell. r istorical ' ocuments. 4..

3 - uela: F <ter. 4 Life of Alexander Campbell («C1an Rapr «.n [ Eer  an:. 2( (1. 1°(.

3 R bert Ricrar - n. Memoirs of Alexander Campbell - - 1. 2 (In 1anap- Iis. [N. Rehigr us I Ser 1cel.
2(18. 1(6.
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anc cvntt e<ic of ~1 veical nature. S11€ vie oulc ~rove forr ative in 1 ic oft rigic interactione

itt otterc. F e alco believec tt at evere language ac< neecec to “alert tt e ct urct to ‘tter oral
t alacitv’ tr at concur ec ite e-iritual life.”” A<cur ing ti i rationalr ettoc oulc t ore fullv
illur inate tt e “racticec of tt e Prir itive ct urct, tt e INe - e<tar ent, ~articularlv tt e boo.. of
Acte, becar e ~“ror 1nent for <tuc v, often to tt e neglect of tt e it ~ortance of bott tt e C ocele an«

tte  lc - ectar ent to tt e biblical narrative.

D--Emphasis of Gl.. T-stam-nt

In Alexancer’s ““ert ononttelLa ,”1e taugttttat <ince Cirictianc ere notuncertie

la butuncer grace, tiere ac< no neec to “react trela ¥ Feconclucec, . 1 ere ic no necee<ity

for “reacting tte la inorcerto “re-are 1 en for receiving tt e go=-el.”?

-tougl terecogni-ec tte ~atriarct al, ye' ict, anc Cr rictian ( 1~ en<ation< anc believer

trattie ine - ectar ent coulc not be unc er<tooc  itt out tt € “t 1storv of t1 € Je 1°1 nation anc

94

Coc’e governr ent of trer ,”* over tir e, (ictinction< concerning tt € la oult <cerve to

(1cconnect tt e L lc - ectar ent fror tieNe , tiuc neglecting a vital unc erctanc ing of tt e <torv of
Coc beginning itt creation. -t 1< reculting ce-er “tacic of tte L l¢ - estar ent contributes

to arc tat oulc overtir e becor e an aner ic unc er<tanc ing of tt e rec er ~tive <torv of C ot .

d .

3 Alexan e1 Ca ybell. “Scr--Is an C- llege:—N--. 2> Millennial r arbinger. "™ se1.. /1n arc~ 18 (.

1/2. Cite n ' eclaration and Address. " 8.

37y - uegla: A F <ter. raul v .11~ er:. Ant~ny L. 1 unna ant.1 . Ne- ell V ilba <. The Encyclopedia of

the Stone-Campbell Movement (Cian Rapv :.n [LEer  an:. 2(12). 122,
3w uicn. Christians Only. 6°-64.

3 Alexan e1 Ca bell. “Ser -n-ntrela ”cite nTr~- asF.Clbriicet. “Fer eneutict in Crurcre: --*
Crni:t.” - estoration Ouarterly " 1.n--. 11177 1. 1

4 Alexan e1 Ca |bell. 1he Christian System: In - eference to the nion of Christians. and a - estoration
of . rimitive Christianity. as . lead in the Current - eformation. ™ e (Cincmnnati. CF . Stan a1 rubli:~ing. 1°( 1),

117
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A recer “tion narrative inclucive of bott tte ¢ anc ive - ectar ente r ore cor ~letelv
inforr < <-iritual forr ation, “re-aring one for encounters itt tarc<t1”, (1a” ~ointr ente, anc
( efeate ac tr ev “cee” Coc < faitt fulne<c tt rougr out all tt ece « 1°=~encationc anc¢ exiles. V tile
Cirictianc are no longer uncertre la ,aner “tacicontte Ne -ectar ent 1ttouttre ac (e«
(11 encion of unc erctanc ine fror tre lc can leave Ci rictianc ill-e: ui~~ec in tt eir forr ation for
tt e « ecerte ttev 1ll face tt rouet out tt eir Ci rictian ‘ournev. -1 € ¢ eire to restore INe
-e<tar ent Ci rictianitv (e-er “taci-ec tt € biblical narrative beginning in tt e [t - e<tar ent anc
incteac focucer on ~atternc founc intte iNe - ectat ent, ~articularlv ac recort ec in tt € boo.. of
Acte tentteciurct beganto ero anc¢ <-reac. te focuc on finc ing ~atternc tt rougl
cor t anc <, exar ~le<, anc nececcarv inferencec continuec, tt in..ing tr i< ac .ev to creating

unitv.

The 1 attern and Sectarianism

“ee.ing to (efenc ~rir itive Ci rictianitv anc inter-retation tt rougt cor r anc <, exar “lee,
anc nececcarv inferencec founc in tte INe - ectar ent, t1 e rectoration i eal Car ~bell es~oucer
o"~o<er tteecur enicalt over entte <ouett. Fror tic ~latforr ,te “launct ec a ( evactating
attac.. on evervtt ing anc evervone to (1t notagree 1tt 11 vicion of tt e ancient Ct rictian
faitt .”*' 1 e -attern “rinci-le, ucec to ce<cribe tte F v 1ert eneutic, it ~liec an unc erlving
cor t anc¢ fror Coc tict re:uires <~ ecific actione or attituc e along 1tt exar ~le< of biblical
ct aracterc living out tt ece actionc anc attituc e<, tt uc e<tablict ing a ~attern re: uiring tt € <ar e

actione an¢ attituc e of ~eo- le toc av.*2

4 Ricrar” T. Fugre:. - eviving. ...

42J4 .Tr-- a.. v e Be Brethren. 4 Study in Biblical Interpretation \V ~ite‘vs~. n T. Literary Licen:me.
LLC. 1" 8. "1.
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“ince Alexanc er Car ~bell concicerec tte1 eaning of . ible facte to be clear, 1 € in<ictec
on <~ea.ing of . ible tt ine bv . ible orc< anc caller out leac erc li.e Calvin, Arr 1nius, an:
V eclev for <~ eculative t1 ougt te tt at t ac little to co itt t1c ~erce~tion of clear biblical facte.
F i< rational a~ “roact to inter-retation brouei t certaintv to Car ~bell’< vie <, evicentint ic
~ublication<c anc <ert onc. [ ouglac Fo<ter ~en<, “For 1 1ir , tt e focuc of our being in “cri-ture ac
to uce our intellecte to ¢ 1e<ect it anc extract tt e ~atternc of ( octrine anc “ractice er uct
re-licate. -t e inevitable ter ~tation of ti 1 unc er<tanc ing i tt at it becor e< all about r ac<tering

“cri-ture ratter tt an allo ing Coc’s “-irittot acter ue tt rougt cri-ture.”*?

T

nfortunatelv, Car ~bell’< convictions about “tt e it age of Ci rict” being tt e true

t ea<ure of a Cirictian ac not fullv carriec into tter over ent. Cvertit e, follo erc cre tiert
fello <ti- line<.** C ver tt e next centurv anc a1 alf, tt e te<t of ortt ot ox Ci rictianitv forr anv of
tic follo ere ac <trictacterenceto 1attetac fort ulatec ac tt e ancient go<~el anc orc er of

tt inge. Anc, accorc ing to t 1ctorian [ ouglac Foster, “tt at i< exactlv tat Car ~belltac al ave
incictec .”* 1t a-~eare tr at Car ~bell vacillatec in <uct incictence a< 1 e alco  rote t1 at ti e ancient
orc er i< not a conc ition of Ct rictian fello <ti-.*¢ . 1ouer trer over ent began itt ti e intent to

unite all Ci rictianc tt rouet careful inter-retation of “cri~ture, t anv [k ectoration v over ent

41 . uela: F <ter. “Tre St ne Ca belln -~ e entan tre [nternaticnal Crurcre: - Crnict.” 1eleios: 4
Journal for r olistic Christian Spirituality. --1. 1.n-- z12(21). " L.

4 Alexan e1 Ca |bell. “Rej icatr n M-~ [[ t- Sy encer Clac....” Christian Baptist .z\Sejte ber ”. 18211,
"0 Acceiie Apnl z(. 2027,

~ttp i/ ebilec.acu.e u/ efart ent/LibraryFRre:t -+ n-- 11/~ = . un.caneline:t - stextizaca | bell/tcb/TC
I (2FTn #E:cay .

S F. iter. Life of 4lexander. ”16-11.

4 Alexan e1 Ca |bell. “Rej bicatr n M- [[ t- Sy encer Clac....” Christian Baptist .21” Sejte ber 182/1.
2 1(C.ttp <. ebilecacu.e us ejart entyLibrary/F Riest -+ n- 11/~ ~ . un.caneliteit -~ stextizaca | bell/tcb
/TCE (2.FTn #E::ay .
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leacere <10 e ‘ucer ental, controlling ~o<turee, far fror Jecu<’ attituc e reflectec in | ic

exar ~“le anc teact ing of tur 1litv (v t 18:1-4:23:11-12: 9n 13:12-17).

“eelng tt e neec for <~iritual forr ation in tt e cturct, t € ex rescec trat11°1 over ent
neec e fe er converte anc ba“ticr < an¢ 1 ore nurture of converte it alreac vt ac anc tratre
cougt t “fe er controverciec anc greater effort to arc ec ification.”” Fic ritings, 10 ever, lac..
focuc on ~erconal <~iritual, t eart-felt life. F i< focus on “cri-ture ac about re<toring ~atternsc,
structure, anc tt eological <ve<ter <. A< [ avic Pocta notes concerning Car ~bell, “ teiceaoftre
. 1ble being a <ource of living ater or tt e breac of life for tt € believer « oe< not <eet to fit into

Car ~bell’< it agination .”*®

-tougt te later becar er ore ecur enical, t i follo erc (ic not. A< [ ectoration leac er<’
~atternictic inter-retive r ett oc < becar e (ogr atic, cor “etitive, ‘uc er ental, anc agerec<ive,
converte ane(, controverciec increacec, anc « icunitv re”lacec ec ification. -1 e legalictic nature
of ~atternicr 1 ac alreac v ta.en root anc oulc continue to ir ~act future F n leac ers’ <~ iritual

forr ation, reculting in cectarian ~o<tures.

d-ctarianism.:  hristlik- or unloving:

[ avic Li~<cor b, a tt irc -eeneration [ e<toration n over ent leacer, o-~o<ec Car ~bell’s
ct ange <tating, “n anv ~erconc brea.. a av fror <terile ortt oc oXv in tt eir voutt, but tentte

concervatict of age cor ec u-ontter , turn bac.. to tt eir earlv faiti anc uncor uct of tre

47Ca ybell. “rie‘ace.” Millennial r arbinger. n.s.. ” (January. 18771, 7. Cite n F ugre:. - eviving. °".

“¥)par rocta.“T~- as Vayne ‘F 1y’ n cl ean. Sant-1 Sc un 1el.” 1eleios: 4 Journal for r olistic
Christian Spirituality - - 1. 1.n--. z12(121. 6.
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reforr atorv or.. of tt eir vigorouc r ant oot .** F e lauc ec a “1 arc line” <tance a< <~ irituallv

ctrong, « ec1ite tt e un-Ci rictli..e treatt ent of ott er< tt at often en<uer .

-tougt Li-ecor b alco counc e t1 e call for unitv, 1 e t elc tiel tlv to ~atternicr acte

cur r .

V e 1ave no creec, no « i°ci” line, no confe<<ion of faitt , no ¢t urct r anual, no
ritual, exce~ttre . ible, tt e boo..of Coc [ ivine. V e 1ave no leacer, not eac,
exce“ttteir t aculate Crilc of v arv. V e clair to be noti ing unc er tt € <t ining
realt exce~t Ct rictiane—Cit rictianc onlv. V e <tanc ~lec get to tt e 1c ea of
c-ea.lne teretre. ible<"ea.c ant ..ee"ing <ilent tere Coc < boo.. ic <ilent.
-11° g1vee tt e onlv ~oc<ible bacic for Ct rictian unitv, anc for ite accor ~licir ent,
unc er tt e blooc -<tainec banner of Prince 11 r anuel, our earne<t ~raverec are
conctantlv accenc ing to arc ti e tt rone of Coc "

F e ucec various exar ~lec cuct ac< ivacab anc Abit u’< uce of unautt ori-ec fire in
Leviticue 1vu anc “aul’< failure to cor ~letelv (e<trov tt € Ar ale..ite< to lav erount or.to<to
C oc ’< cerioucnesc about ~“recicion obecience a< 1e arnc of tt e cangers of t1< brettren ot ave
allo ec inctrur entalr ucic to be ucec intreir oret1” <ervicec. I ic res~on<e exer ~lifiec tie

( 1cunitv ti at ~atternicr can cauce:

I reerett ore tt an] can ever ex re<< to vou tt e fact tt at after tt i< 1 over ent of
rectoration t ac <t a..en tt 1c entire eartt anc 1 acer en <it u- anc ta..e notice of tt e
verv fine “rinci-le, everv ~lan.. of tt e ~latforr of rtict a<bacec u~ona‘“ true
caitt tre Lorc,” bv anc bv a verv lar entable occurrence tranc-irec, anc trat ac

tt e introc uction into tt € cervice anc  or<t 1~ of a tt ing untaugt t in tt € INe

-ectar ent “cri-turec. In t1 e vear 186y, in tt e citv of “t. Louis, tt ere  ac in‘ecte
into tt e cturct an in<trur ent of r ucic. -terecult a<aciviclonin tattac been
a1 a v, contenter, unitec brott ert ooc . Ite influence <~reac tt rougl out tt e lanc,
anc aboutt entv-five or ti1 irtv veare ago it <truc.. our o n belove: - ennec<ee.>!

“r1a [y b“T Ibeit Fanning’: Teac~ing an In‘luence.” in Jar e: Sc-bey. Franklin College and lts
Influences. 17(6: 1epnint(Mas~lle. C-spel A - --cate. 17 41, 1(. cite n - eviving the 4Ancient . ath. Ricat
Fugre:. 41.

S NI .Far er an. r ardeman’s 1abernacle Sermons - -1. 1 (Nas= 1lle. TN . C-pel A+ - cate. 1722). 86.
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Pert a< t1 e love of Jecu- tt at tran<forr ec tt e A-ostle Jotn fror a voune cicci“le to
ceciret tocall co nfire fror teavenonttoce too~-~ocec tter (Lu.ev:“4)intoar an.no n
in t 1< later veare a< t1 e A~ ostle of love coulc 1 ave infort e« Li~<cor b tt at Car ~bell t at ct ocen
at ore excellent av of love acteagec (1 Cor 12:31-13:3). “or eotter leac erc "racticec ar ore

gentle anc tur ble a~~roact, cuct ac a .ev leacer, . arton “ tone.

Grace and Uncertainty in Formation

. arton “tone, .no nac a “ietict, er “taci-ec 1 oliness ac tret eanc to unitvr ore tr an
Car ~bell’ rational, blue~rint a~~roact . -t eir st aret cot t itr ent to restore ~rir itive
Ctrictianity ~airec tter ac< cofount erc of tt e I e<toration n over ent. . ott contenc e ti at
Ct rictian union coulc cor e bv a return to tt € . ible alone a< a rule of faitt anc “ractice—a
rectoration of tt e INe - e<tar ent ct urcl in ¢ octrine, or¢ inance<, an¢ life.>> “tone, li..e
Car ~bell, believec trat “cri~ture ac ~lain anc acce<<ible anc t1 at ¢ octrinec not ex - licitlv

taugt tintie ;ne - ectar ent contrac ictec biblical teact ing anc coulc not be true.’?

V tile “tone ~racticec ~atternict , 1 e valuec <-iritual ex~erience. F e es~oucec t1at<or e
t o inter-retec tr e “cri“turec in  ave t e tt ougt t inaccurate eret ore Ctrictian ttanttoce to
et arec t 1c inter-retation of ~rir itive Ct rictianitv vet engage( In <ectarian, ( €r eaning “racticec.
. a“tist ac a (1vicing iecue, an¢ ttouegt t e tauet t believer’s ir 1 er<ion, t e favorer fello <t 1~
itt Cirictian ct urct e< on an et ual bacic bet eentteir r ercec anc unir r er<ec,r a.ing
Ct rictian ct aracter ti e <ole te<t of fello <tri-.>* F ic ~octure cer onctratec a1 ur ilitv of

uncertaintv, tict lec tor ore Ctristli.e ci aracter an( increacec unitv.

2 uien. Christians Only. ” .
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Eft-cts of ¢-rtainty/unc-rtainty an.. -xp-ri-nc- on formation

“tone believe tt at t1 e bacic of unitv coulc never be built on <~eculative or controver<ial
cub’ecte anc valuec Cirictian ex~erience. F e acr ittec 110 n ea.nesc ten <-ea.ing of
tt eological <~ eculation ac 1 € <t arec “] never “react e« a cerr on of tt at .inc [~ eculative
tt eological « iccuccion< tt at once feastec 1 vteart: ] al ave felt a barrenne<< of <oul
after arc<.”>V tile t1 ece (iccuccione left “tone feeling er ~tv, cuct (iccuccion< often fuelec
Alexancer Car ~bell’s rt etoric. [ 1¢ “tone’s <~iritual fort ine inforr 11° 1 ur ilitv anc ¢ i1<ta<te
for <~ eculative argur ente, or ¢ 1 1 1< lac.. of certaintv in tt eological inter-retation feec 1 1<
forr ation: V tile oner av not .no for cure, 1enever an inter-retiver ett ot ologv becor e«
unt oving ant (ra < cee” line in tt € ant, tt e <inful « ecire to ( or 1nate can ta..e over, ac
(er onctrater continuallv <ince tt e fall of t ur an.in¢ in tt € boo.. of Cene<ic (Cen 3:16) to
current “racticec. In contract to (ra ine bounc arv lines, “tone’< t ur ilitv anc er ~tacic on
Ctrictian exerience reflectec at ore Ctrict-li..e ~o<ture tt an i< obeervable fror tte ritinec of

I anv conter “orariec.

Exp-ri-nc- informs formation.

“tone’< autobiogra“tv et o <1< belief in tt e ir ~ortance of firett anc Ci rictian
ex-erience. I e believec it ~o<<ible for tt e F olv “ ~irit to enligl ten anc guic € one in t1 e <tuc v of
tte V orc of Coc a-art fror ti e trac itional creec < of Cr rictenc or . In contrac<t, Car ~bell rote
to tt e ec itor of tt e naptist -nt-rpr-t-r,“...10 tre “-irit o-eratec in tie V orc, ti rougt tie
Vori,bvtteV orc,or itt tteV orc,] conotaffirt .] onlv o~~o<e tt e it ea t1 at anvone i<
956

ctange: iInteartorrene et intre < iritofricr inc bvtie “-irit ittouttie V orc. NG

clarifies Car ~bell’= vie ttattie “cri~turec containec tte F olv “~irit, anc ittouttte V orc,
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tte “-irit  ac not o~erative in one’« life. - 11¢ vie rectricte <~ iritual forr ation out<ice of tr e

coverc of a . ible.

-toce or.ing for recoverv of “rit itive Ct rictianitv fror Car ~bell’= influence oulc
becor e .no nac ttecturct ec of Crrict anc tt ocer ore inclinec to arc unitv of all Ci rictianec
oulc becot e .no nac [icci-les of Cirict.’” -1et o grou-< eventuallv ce-aratec over ti e
1ccuec of in<trur ental r ucicin oret 1~ anc tt e etablici1 ent of 1 1°<ionarv <ocietiec (bott  ere
acce“tec 1ntre [ 1cci~lec of Crrict) ant in 1yu6 ere notec 1n ti e . ureau of tt e Cencuc ast o

8

¢ ictinct erou~<.® e cturct ec of Cirict oulc 1 ore carefullv ~ractice eccle<ial ~erfectionicr ,

tict re<ultec in negative forr ational tenc enciec anc greater « icunitv.

Ecclesial 1 erfectionism and Formation

A< tt e [ ectoration v over ent’< ~ublications began focucing r ore on eccle<ial
~erfectionicr , ‘uc et ental, conc er ning ~octurec increace(. - tere ereafe exce-tions, to
“racticec greater t ur ilitv in tt eir  e<ire to 1r itate Ct rict, butt o<t, cuct ac earlv 18uue F
leat er » o<e< Larc, “racticec ecclecial ~erfectionicr . F e arnec ti at anv ct ange of “a~o<tolic
~ractice’ i< cangerous anc¢ «icloval.”®” I ic ~ublication, entitlec Th- Quart-rly, exet ~lifies 1 anv

of tt e cvnical, carcactic attituc e evic ent fror ~atternictic inter-retation:

Let uc agree to cor 1 une itt tte <-rin.lec cecte ar ong u<, anc oon ¢ <t all
cor etorecogni-etrer ac Ctrictianc. Let uc agree to recoeni-etter ac
Ctrictians, an¢ 1r t ercion, 1tt ite ¢ ee” <ignificance, i< buriec in tt € grave of our
follv. ‘teninone it 1ll e be better tt an t1 e ott erc/ Let uc countenance
~olitical ci1 arlatanc ac< “react ere, anc e at once becor e corru-t ac tt e loatt cor e

37 Tre “c”n “crurce - Crnist” ~ a: ntentr nally n- t capitalize t e |raiize tre “n n- en - natr nal”
‘tatuc 1 - 1tanttotren -~ € ent.

8 -ugla: F <ter. “V ~at Really Fajjene n 17°(6. A Tie. T~1-ug~ F1:t- 1y Re- eal: tre R-le - Cen:u:.”
The Christian Chronicle: 4An International Newspaper for Churches of Christ \Ajnil 1. 2((6). Accesie Ajnl 4.
2( 27, »tty :./crnistiancet- -micle. 1/ ~at-1eally-~aj j ene -in-17( 6-a-tie..-t~1- -ug~-=1:t- 1y-1e eal:-1- le-- -‘~cencus/.
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neston 1icl . eecter <etc totatct tte tt ine< t e calls Ci rictianc...Let uc agree to
acr it organ<, anc coon ct urct e ill becor e gav  orlc lv tt ings, literal voat <
ar..c, full of clean anc unclean beacts. - o all tric letus vetac(,bvtie av of
(e<cert, anc ac a<ort of e~icetotie cic1,afe volur ec of inner ligt t
<-eculation<, anc a cargo ort o of reverenc ( an iec ¢ ubbec ~actore,ant er av
congratulate ourcelves on t aving cor ~letec tretri” ina oncerfullv <t ort tir e.
Vecanno ta.erootr <inFor e, anc ctuc.le overtie facttiat e are ac

ort1 o ox ac tt e ran..e<t 1 eretic in tt e lanc %

-1 e<e biting ct aracteri-ationc of ttoce 10otac «ifferent vie <of 1atLarc ca clearlv

ac a biblical ~attern continuec itt oti er leac ers’ ~osturec to arc ecclecial ~erfectionicr

V alter “cott ( ecervec r ention ac anott er <ignificant ~react er in [ e<toration I i<torv.
[ uring one of “cott’s 1 eeting<, Precbvterian V illiar Ar enc, totac cor etocir ilar
conclucions ac “cott about ba~ticr , t ac ares-once cir ilar to Peter’< 1 earerc in Acte 2:36-38,

to ereeagertobeba“ti-e rigtta av. “cott often referrec to ttic ¢ ate, INov 18, 1827, a< tr e

tir € tentteoriinance of Crrictian ba~tict  ac for tte firet tir e int ocern t i1storv receiver in
-erfect accorc ance itt a~octolic teact ing anc ~ractice.® . 1i< bolc clair tintc atacor r on
tter eat ongr anv I ectoration leac erc to t ave in<titute: t1 e “~erfect” return to ~rir itive
Cririctianitv. Later, arc of orc<in “react ing anc e itoriale  oulc <10 ca<e a ( e<ire to be

“rigt t,” “firet,” or “r ore enligt tenec > tt an ott ere.

“cott tauet t a “five finger exercice” re-recenting “Faitt , re~entance, ba“ticr , rer 1°<ion
of cin<, anc t1e eift of tte F olv “-irit.”®? V tile ti ece eler entet av be “cri-turallv true anc
nececcarv to unc er<tanc, tentauegttaca-cveter of one-cir encional obe(ience to a ~attern, tt e

t eart of secuc gete eacilv lost, t1 uc reaffirt ine secus’ arnineg tt atone cant 1< tte ~ointof tr e

¢ n-ses E.Lar .rard’s Guarterly: ' evoted to the . ropagation and ' efense of the ( ospel 1 exingt- n.

}Y.1864-/1. accesie Cct ber 18. 2( 2.
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“cri~turecs bv “ouring over tt € “cri~turec (Jor n *:3v). In contract, leac erc cuct ac laac Errett

(et onctratec <~iritual forr ation born fror 1 ur ilitv.

ontrasting vi-ws

In 1866, anott er influencer, 1<aac Errett, beecan ane ‘ournal 1 e nar e« Th- otan..ar..
F olcing to F ectoration ~rinci- lec outline: in anott er of 1 i< ~ublications, Cur F osition,> 1e ac
vie e ac I<e, cot ~ac<clonate, an( vicionarv, contracting ott ert ore agere<<ive, nar e-calling
leac ere. nv anv regarcec ttoce o (lcagreec itt tteir o~ inion< not ‘uct ac erring brott er<, but a<
enet iec of ti e trutt .%* Errett’e re<-once to cuct ac vercarial bet avior « enotec cuct a vital a<-ect

of inter retation an¢ forr ation tt at it r erite inclucion:

[ ivicion anc itc roote cor e a< reac ilv to atter ~t to forbic trat tict Crrictiac
not forbic « en, ac tt rougt an atter “ttoir ~o<etrat tict Ctricttac not
it "oce(.... ottines, it<tri.es us,r ustbe .e-tcarefullvinr inc. 1) - 1e
nececcitv for free anc uner barracce( recearct it1 a vie to gro in erace anc
.no lecge. 1t i< fatal to ascur e ttat et ave certainlv learnec all tte . ible
teact ec. - 11° 1 a< been tt e <illv anc baneful conceit of all tt at 1 ave gone before
uc. “tall ere-eattte follv, ant cu-erinc uce a necec<itv for anott er ~eo~le to be
raicec u” to count ane battle-crv of reforr ation: v u<t evervr an be branc et
itt teresv or a”oc<tacv t oce ri”e invectigations leac t1r out of our rute s i ust
free invectigation be <r ott erec bv a tir ic convercation or a “resut " tuouc
bigotrv, tt at ta..e< alarr at everv <te~ for “roerec<: Crant t1 at errorc r av
cor etir e< be tt ruct u~on uc. Free anc .in¢ (iccuscion 1ll correct
tter ...n urc erouc <tifling of free tt ougt t< an: free <~eect ...not onlv renc ere
union ortt les< bv tt e cacrifice of libertv, but ill ( efeat it= 0 n ~ur-o<e an:
cor ~el, intir e, ne revolutionarvt over entc. 2) -t e abeence of all rigt t to
control our brett ren tere Crrict1ac lefttter free. “uct freecor 1 av
cor etir e< alart ue. Creec bount cor r unities r av lift tt eir t anc < in 1 olv t orror
at tt e “latituc inarianicr ”trat eallo .. utiticnot ortt tiletoacce-t
“rincl”lec unless e are illine to follo trer to tieir legitir ate reculte: anc e
incict tr at For anc xiv allo < a verv large libertv tict ertaveno riett to
trenct on excet itt tte ~leaof tie (et anc < of Cirictian love.®

63 [:aac Enett’: Re:t-1atr--nj1inciyles ~eretec1 € m=: ja |rlet. Our. osition. jublii~re 1 18/(.
riejarte by Ji ncnillanm 177 “1inclusr nntre Rn Library -+ elect- -nic texts. acce::e Cct 18. 2( 22.
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Fic leacersi 1~ anc terr eneutict over t anvto arc ar ore Cirictli.er anner of

forr ation. After tte Civil V ar, tt e F ectoration n over ent nur berec about 2uu,uvu, anc by
1875, tric nur bertac coublec, tiougr tiegro tt  ac <1 ort-livec .06 A< leac ere e<~ouce
controlling, unviel( ing <tant < on inter-retation, ct urct 1 er beret 1, ~articularlv in tt € ct urct ec
of Cr ri<t, began to « ecline. Profeccor yot n v ar.. I ic..s, ¢ eccribing effecte of -atternicr
ex-ounc <, ““urelv Alexanc er Car ~bell i1 turning over int 1c erave by no . - teterr eneutic

tict enablec tir to return to tt e ‘ancient or: er’ for tt e ‘t a~ ~ine<c an¢ u<efulnec<’ of
Ctrictianc car e to <erve an ecclecial ~erfectionict , i entifv tt e terr < of cor r union, an:

~ractice an eccleciologv iti out grace.”®’

Errett’s tur ble anc uniting ~osture accor ~aniec bv t i< curious, grace-fillec a~~roact to
inter-reting € cri-ture, contrastec tt e control anc ~urcuit of “o er accor ~anvine leacers 1o
~ur<uec ecclecial ~erfectionicr <ter r ineg fror ~atternicr . F i1 irenic <~ irit <~ rea:¢ ti rougt tic
~ublicationc. i oore, in t i< eulogv of Errett rer et berec, “te i 1 uct to ¢ eliver tt e F e<toration
» over ent fror tieatavicr anc (e<-oticr of reactionarv force<: t € gave tt e brott ert oot a 1 igt

vie of Ctrictian union: anc 1 € “ro’ecter a nobler concetion of t1 e tas.. of ti € ct urct anc tte

2968

rec-oncibilities it ir ~oce . -t1ctrenc  oulc not last, as tre t entiett centurv brougt t ne

ct allengec to forr ation anc unitv.

6 n uicn. Christians Only. 214. 2£18.
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Twentieth Century 1nterpretive Trends in the Restoration M ovement
Fortte I n,ttet entiett centurv beean 1it1 t ealtt ier fort ation anc a great ~erioc of

T

cturct ero tt." nfortunatelv, ttic oulc be <t ort livec ac inter-retation re<ultec in ( ee“er
( 1vicionc anc (ueste for "o er, control, anc tt € ¢ ecire to be firet, riet t, anc bect. -1 ece { uecte

oulc 11incer forr ation into Ci rictli.enec<. - 1 e centurv began itt a brigt ter reflection of

forr ation into Ci rictli..enesec.

In 1vuy, a large centennial convention eatt erec in Pittcburet . - 1 e leac er-<tatec goals

ere for attenc eec to leave 1tt a(ecire for cailv oreti” attor e, to 1n anott er “ercon to
Ctrict, to cubecribe tot o Cirictian ~a“ers, to give at leact a titt e, to give financiallv to a
Ctrictian college, ant to .ee~ <aloonca av. -teval<otac congregational anc inctitutional goalc
cucl acr inictrv coo~eration, 1 en’s organi-ation in eact cturct,t or illion collare to ar«
1 i°cion<, benevolence, e ucation, a tt oucanc recruite totr inictrv,t o tuncrec tt oucanc trainec

or..ers, anc “ror otion of Ctrictian union. - t € convention ac <een ac a great <uccecs,
garnering tt e attention of tt e religious orlc. - tev cecirec to “tell tt e <torv of tt e [ e<toration

n over ent, give tt e ~rinci~lec of ti e ~lea, anc voice ar eccage of CI rictian unity.”®’

-teeu-toria fror tte conference becar e <tort liver a< tte F v ex-eriencer fiftv veare
of conflict anc «1vicion, ~articularlv ar one t1 e ct urct ec of Cirict tere ~atternictr  act o<t
~racticec . Critice targetec 1 1°<1on <ocleties anc tt e ~erceivec cor t erciali-ine of inctitutionc ac
finances ere raicec. Ctt erc felt leac ere (er onctrater arrogance anc ~retence. -t e conflicte

ere not about t1 e “cri~turee, but ratt er tt e inter-retation of tt e Car ~bell’< unitv

t ett ocologv.” Argur ente aroce, an( ~erconalitiec began to 0" ~0<e one anott er ac t1 € ct urct ec
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( 1VI( € OVer 1ecuec cuct ac “uncav <ct ools, <tuc v guic e, ucing 1 ore tt an one cu” 1n
cor t union, tt erole of or en, anc inctrur ental r ucic. A< areur entc aro<e over inter-retation,
forr ation into tt e it age of Ctrict too.. a bac.. ceat. Correct inter-retation of a ~attern ac <een

ac tt e goal, rat1 er tt an “eeing Je<uc ac tr e ~attern anc tt € goal.

Losing th- h-art of J-sus in int-rpr-tation

Patternicr ~ror otec legalict  tict 1 1c<ec tt e tra’ectorv of yecus’ . ingcor teact ineec.
cne coulc ~arta.e of tte Lorc’e cu~~erontie firct cavoftte ee. (accorcing to tt e ~attern,
exar ~le<, anc inference<) bv faitt (For 1v:17:2 Cor £:7), but oulc be <innine to
cor r et orate1ic (eatt onanvotter cavoftie ee. “bv faitt.””* F ictorian an¢ t1 eologian
-tor ac Clbrict t notec tr at for Car ~bell anc “cott, tt ougt tt ev tauet t tr at Ctrict c1ec fortte
cturct anc 1< ite la eiver, “tt en Ct rict 1< relegate: bac.ctage anc tte cturct t oves u- front
center. Iveitt er Car ~bell nor “cott concernet tiet <elvesr uct itt tte orc anc or.oftre

eartt lv secue.”"2

Journalc containec cor ~licater (1agrat < <ee..ing to ex~lain “nece<carv inference<” <uci
ac tte it ~ortance of ucing one cu” orr anv (uring cor r union, “rot ibition of tt € uce of t ucical
inctrur ente curing or<t1” a<cer blies, tettercturctec coulc or. togett er to <u~~ort or-1 an
1or ecorr iccionaries, anc tre ~err iccibilitv of .itct enc in tt € ct urct builc ine. “urelv, tt e t eart
of 1 1°<ion anc caring for or-t an< got lo<t ar onget (1agrar < anc con« escenc ing areut ente fror
leat ere ir “uenine <inful r otives bv ttoce to0 o~ ~ocel tiet . Patternict recictec forr ation into

tt e 1 eart of Jecuc anc <t aring of I 1¢ concerne. INur erouc argur ente <ter r e concerning 1 at

TUE a1 C.V ~aitn. The Church of Christ: 4 . resentation of the " istinctive Nature and ldentity of the
New 1estament Church (V estn -m-e. LA F- a1 b F-uze. 17700 120,
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ac <cri~turallv re: uirec anc tat ac o-tional for CI rictianc reculting in leealicr , ‘uc et ental

“ olier tt an tt ou” ~o<ture<, anc fear-bacec alleeiance, r icing tt e 1 eart of secu-.

-1e ~riceful ~att flo 1ng frot ~atternicr can be illustrate: tt rougt a car ~ling of
conclucione <et fortt in a <~eect uring a Floric a College” lecturect i~ anc in <everal icelv

( 1etributec boo..c ar ong ti € c1 urct e of Ct rist.

e V ec-ea. of tt e cturct e of Ci rict in one countv, in congregational <ence. L ne ct urct .
“.11° <t oulc be enougt to convince tt e 1 o<t increc ulous tr at Ct rict i< tt e founc er of
onlv one cturct. - t1c being true, etaveno ctoiceintte atter anc <t oulc be content
tober er bere of Ctrict’« cturct .7

e .tecturct of Cirictic ccri~tural innar e. -te. ible concer netur annar e< (1 Cor
1:12,13) -tenar e Lutteranicatur annar e. -1 erefore, “Lutt eran” i unc er
conc et nation.”® (-t e autt or ucec t1 i< <ar e reaconing to con: et n all ott er
( enor 1nationc becauce of tt eir nar e<.)

e V e (o notuce reveren:, Pactor, anc Fatter. “- 1 e cturct of Cirictic ecri~tural in nat e
anc language. No 1 an can cenv it. It i< tt e belief anc ~ractice of tt e ct urct of Ci rict to
call “. ible tt ing< bv . ible nar e<.” Paul ext ortec -1t ot1 vto (o tt1c caving, “F olc tre
-attern of counc  orc<”76(2 . ir 1:13)

e .telori’scrurct icaiNe - ectar ent inctitution, anc tte iINe - e<tar ent tellc uc of tr e
iter <of oret1” tte Lorc ~utinit. Itic evicent ttattt oce 10 tave it (in<trur ental
1 usic)intie oreti- (o <o iti out <cri-tural autt oritv.”” 1f 1 en bring in<trur ental
I ucic Into tte oreri” torav ontt e grounc tratiticr entionec intreclc ectar ent,
concictencv ¢ er anc < tr at tt ev bring anir al <acrifices anc ti e burning of incen<e al<o.”®

e Paul taugt tror e i< to be tt e center of <ocial activitv, not tt e ct urct (1 Cor 11:2v-22).
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