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THE PREACHER'S REFLECTION IN HIS WORK

The Editor

N HIS resume of “The Preacher and His Own Soul,” L. W. Collar, in the

current issue of The Preacher’s M agazine, emphasizes a very vital point

—the preacher must take care of his own soul in order to be able to take
care of the souls of others.

There is no way to keep the spirit of the preacher from being contagious.
And while pessimism and optimism may be well-worn words, the thoughts
which they represent are of undiminished importance. A discouraged preach-
er will soon be pastor of a discouraged people—if he is anybody’s pastor at
all; and a victorious preacher will lead a conquering host to battle against sin
and the world. These facts are too apparent to require either proof or repe-
tition.

But the question is, What can a preacher do to keep himself out of “The
Slough of Despond” and out of the grounds which surround “Doubting Cas-
tle”? There is little indeed that he can do to change his surroundings, and
harping on the hardness of the times and the difficulties of the situation never
removes the things of which complaint is made. We must serve in the present
day, no matter how unlikely this day is. We cannot run away from our dif-
ficulties and we cannot reform the world. Directly and by personal distress
and exhortation we can do but little to reform even our own people. The
preacher’s inner life shines through and does more harm or more good than
the words he speaks. Therefore his chance to correct his spirit and attitude
lies in his ability to correct himself.

The value of developing a proper personal devotional life cannot be ex-
aggerated. And I call it “developing” because it cannot bs assumed in a day.
Just as “It Takes a Heap 'o Living to Make a House a Home,” so it takes a
lot of praying and meditating and Bible reading and waiting before God to
get rid of the dust of secularism and become really and truly devout. There
are many preachers who delight to call themselves “hot” or “radical” who are
nevertheless shallow and entirely too close to the submerged sands of pride
and selfishness and mere human manipulation. Bud Robinson says, “l would
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rather be cold and sweet than hot and sour.” The exhortation to “dwell deep” has
special application to the preacher. In that process of “waiting upon the Lord” the
preacher will find grace to “run and not be weary and walk and not faint.”

But I am thinking also of some less frequently mentioned factors which loom
large in creating the preacher’s spirit and temper. Take the question of debt. Debt
is a strain on any honest man, it is a greater strain on the honest, conscientious
preacher. Honesty is the world’s religion, and whoever does not practice it will be
branded hypocrite if he professes something beyond it. But | am not discussing debt
merely from the standpoint of the economist. Swift may have been right in advising
his men to “Contract heavy debts and then dig'tout,” so far as just “getting ahead in
the world” is concerned. But | have tried it both ways and | know | cannot help
reading my own economic situation into the situation of others and into that of the
church. It is not a question of my having money. It is a question of my “having to
have” money that | do not have and cannot get.

The preacher must have a victorious attitude toward the affairs of the church,
and living within his income is the way to keep his own affairs out of the way. Some
would-be big business men are fond of sneering at the preacher’s want of business
ability. | do not share his feelings. | know preachers, and on the whole I think they
are the most successful business men in the land. | offer as proof the fact that they
do more with the little money they get than any other class of citizens. But | am
speaking now of the few who yield to the temptation to mortgage their future for
present wants, or who take on business projects “on the side” to supplement their
income from the ministry and make provision for their old age. Now there is a law
that requires a man to practically sell himself for success in any worthwhile line of
endeavor, and the preacher who thinks he can do “incidentally” what three men out
of four cannot do by devoting all their time and thought and energy must take them-
selves seriously indeed. If the preacher’s income is sufficient to enable him to follow
some systematic plan of saving—well and good. But speculation and “buying to
save” are ruled out. The preacher must keep his financial affairs in such a shape that
he can give his thought to the affairs of the church. And when the preacher is in a
fever over his own affairs and praying that some miracle may take place to help him
keep his good name, he is certainly unfitted for his task to lead the church. And going
about borrowing from members and friends is the sure road to defeat and disgrace.
Preacher, beware of debt. If you have no debts, thank God and “sign the pledge.”
If you have debts, go on short rations for home and self and fight your way out. And
pass up all the “get rich quick” schemes that come around without even stopping to
investigate. If you should succeed in one of them, as one person in every two thou-
sand who takes them up does, your success would probably result in your getting out
of the ministry. But if you fail, as one thousand nine hundred and ninety-nine who
trifle with them do, you will go staggering under burdens of debt for which the min-
istry is in no way responsible, but which it must help bear in your depleted efficiency
and care to the end of the day.

There is no better way to state the case of the ideal preacher than in the words of
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Paul, “No man that warreth entangleth himself with the affairs of this life that he
may please him who hath chosen him to be a soldier.” There are, of course, other
entanglements beside financial, but it goes a long way to make the preacher optimistic
if he owes no man anything but love, and has his affairs so well in hand that he is
unworried and free from needless dread.

The world owes very little, on the other hand, to rich preachers. For money is
an exacting goddess, whether one is pursuing it or possessing it. The idea is not to be
‘eindependent” through dependence upon money, but to be independent in not requir-
ing money or the things it will buy. And after all, God takes just as good care of
those who trust Him as Mammon takes of his worshipers—really. | think God does
the better part. We all say this theoretically, but I am thinking now of examples
which have come under my own observation. Scarcely have | known a preacher who
thought in terms of the secular and manipulated to “feather his nest” to come out to
the end happy and glad for his course. But | have stood by the evening couch of a
good many who sought only the things of Christ in the days of their strength and they
have told me that their children had educational advantages and their own house was
in order—on a humble plane, it may be, but what does the world matter to a dying
preacher?

DEVOTIONAL

ENTIRE SANCTIFICATION
A. M. Hills, D. D.

“Abstain from every jorm of evil. And the God
of peace himself sanctify you wholly: and may
your spirit and soul and body be preserved en-
tire, without blame, at the coming [presencel of
our Lord Jesus Christ. Faithful is he that calleth
you, who will also do it” (1 Thess. 5: 22-24,
R. V.).

HERE are those who make light of the

I second work of grace. The very idea of

sanctification to them is repulsive. They
very much doubt if any such experience is possi-
ble to a Christian in this life. If invited to seek
the second blessing, with a bland self-satisfaction,
they will respond, “Oh, | have had a hufidred
blessings!”

We are not disposed to deny that such people
may have had five hundred temporary uplifts of
feeling or emotion, but it is perfectly safe to say
that anyone who talks in this way has never ex-
perienced the second epochal experience of sanc-
tification, as distinct as regeneration, and as re-
markable in its effects on the life.

That there is such a second work of grace, sub-

sequent to regeneration, which God urges Chris-
tians to seek, is proved to a demonstration by the
First Epistle to the Thessalonians. The first chap-
ter shows that it was written to Christians. It
was writtert (1) “To the Church in the Lord Je-
sus Christ”; (2) Paul gave thanks for them; (3)
He remembered without ceasing, their faith, hope
and love in the Lord Jesus Christ; (4) He called
them “brethren, beloved of God”; (5) They had
an “election”; (6) The Gospel had come to them
in the power of the Holy Ghost; (7) They had
“much assurance” of their salvation; (8) The
Thessalonian church members had become imitat-
ors of Paul and Jesus; (91 They had “joy in the
Holy Ghost”—a thing which no sinner ever has;
(10) They became ensamples to all that believe
in the whole province; (11) They had such a
good case of salvation that “they sounded forth
the word of the Lord through all Macedonia”;
(12) They had “turned from all their idols to
serve the living and true God”; it would be pos-
itively refreshing to find such a church today, all
of whose members had given up their idols—the
tobacco-idol, the whisky-idol, the theater-idol, the
dance-idol, the card-idol, the racecourse-idol, and
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all the other modern abominations that are swamp-
ing the piety of the churches; (13) They were
“waiting for Jesus to come.” There is no sinner
who is longing for the coming of Christ.

Here, then, are thirteen proofs that these people
had experienced the first work of grace and were
genuinely regenerated. They were a noble body
of Christian believers, and Paul spent a whole
chapter of his letter in saying so.

And what is more, they had not backslidden.
Paul sent Timothy back to find out about it, and
he reported, as the third chapter (v. 6-8) shows,
“the glad tidings of their faith and love,” and
filled the apostle’s heart with joy.

Now, what did he write to this noble church?
The third chapter and tenth verse informs us that
the apostle was “praying night and day that he
might see their face and perfect that which was
lacking in their faith.”

Suppose Paul’s amanuensis had asked him,
“Why, Paul, those Thessalonians have believed for
regeneration: what else do you want them to be-
lieve for?” The apostle would have answered, “I
know that they have received pardon and regen-
eration in response to their faith: but | now
want them to believe for holiness, or sanctifica-
tion.”

The reader may ask, “How do we know that is
what Paul meant?” Three verses later he tells us
(verse 13), “To the end, he may establish your
hearts unblameable in holiness.”

Three verses farther on (chapter 4: 3) he makes
it still more certain by writing, “For this is the
will of God, even your sanctification.” “That
each one may know how to possess himself of his
own body in sanctification” (verse 4). “For God
hath not called us unto uncleanness, but unto
sanctification” (verse 7). Notice how these verses
are joined together and locked by the conjunc-
tions: “To (he end that,” “for,” “that,” “for.”
No logic or exegetical skill can tear these passages
asunder, or make them teach anything else than
the second work of grace—sanctification—to which

all of God’s believing children are called. Now,
I. What Is Sanctification?
1. Webster’s dictionary defines it as: “The act

of God’s grace by which the affections of men are
purified, or alienated from sin and the world, and
exalted to a supreme love of God” (John 17: 17).

2. The Century dictionary: “The act of God’s
grace by which the affections of men are purified,
and the soul is creansed from sin, and consecrated
to God. . .. Conformity of heart and life to the
will of God.”

3. The Standard dictionary: “The gracious
work of the Holy Spirit whereby the betiever is
freed from sin and exalted t0 holiness of heart
AND LIFE.”

Notice three facts brought out by these defini-
tions: (1) Sanctification is not reached by a slow
process of man’s growth or development, but by
an act of God, put forth instantaneously. (2) It
“cleanses,” says Webster, “from moral corrup-
tion and pollution.” (3) “Whereby the betiever
is fteed from sin.” Not a sinner, you observe,
but “a betriever.” It is, then, a second work of
grace. No statement could be clearer.

Il. Notice Who Can Get This Blessing

It is the people who are abstaining from every
form or “appearance of evil” (1 Thess. 5: 22). It
is not the pleasure-loving, card-playing, theater-
going, dancing, church members steeped in world-
liness and self-indulgence, that are called to this
blessing. They are too far away from God to
hear His call to sanctification. They need to re-
pent and get back their first love. It is such ear-
nest, zealous Christians as are described in that
first chapter. It is the devout, conscientious souls
who are “walking in the light,” as John says, that
can have their hearts “cleansed from all sin.” It
was not the disciples “following afar off” that got
sanctified, but those same people afterward, in
that ten days’ prayermeeting, pressing hard after
God and doing everything they knew to please
Him. No one else gets this blessing.

IIl. Consider Who Sanctifies

“Now the God of peace himself sanctify yOU."
You cannot sanctify yourself; and no individual,
nor committee, nor institution, nor bench of bish-
ops can sanctify you. It is done by “God him-
self.” All we can do is to comply with the con-
ditions for receiving the great blessing. Notice
also that the Greek verb for “sanctify” is in the
aorist tense. It means that God does it instan-
taneously. A great Greek scholar of America
says, “The aorist tense here denotes singleness of
action, instantaneous sanctification.” Bishop El-
licott says of another similar passage, “The aorist
tense denotes singleness of action, instantaneous
perfecting in love.” Remember, then, that you
do not get this blessing by growthn, or agonizing
striving, O by culture, OF by self-discipline;
or by deainh, Or by purgatory. It is wrought in
you at once by the Spirit of God.

IV. HOW Complete a Work Will It Be?

The text says, “The God of peace himself sanc-
tify you whotiry.” The Greek word is holoteleis.
It means “complete,” “all,” “the whole.” The
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German Bible renders it, “through and through.”
The rest of the verse informs us that we are sanc-
tified “body, soul, and spirit.” Our body can be
made pure and normal in all its essential appe-
tites and passions. These are all innocent in
themselves, and were given us by the all-wise and
holy God for our good. All the evil and abnor-
mal and unnatural habits and propensities will be
removed, so that the body will be a fit temple for
the Holy Ghost.

The soul also will be sanctified—that which we
have in common with lower orders of beings, only
in a more perfect degree. That in us which pos-
sesses and rules the body, will be made wholly
pleasing to the blessed God.

And the spirit (pneuma), the higher soul to
which the influences of the other world address
themselves, will be sanctified. This is the power
by which we know God, and feel our obligation
to serve Him, and know that we must give an
account to Him. This faculty links us with the
spirit-realm, and makes us sons and daughters of
God. This, too, can be cleansed from inbred sin,
and made “holy and acceptable to God.” Now,
after body, soul and spirit have been sanctified,
there is nothing left of us but our clothes; and,
thank God, we will then dress ourselves to please
Jesus!

V. We Can Be “Preserved” in This Blessing

“Entire”

The Greek word means “sound, perfect, com-
plete in every part.” The verb “preserve” means
to keep as by a garrison or guard of souls. The
dear souls who will be sanctified and will walk
with God, He will watch over and keep as the
apple of His eye. If necessary, He would create
a fresh legion of angels to guard them.

This is a hard world, unfriendly to grace. It
gives us no help in the heavenly calling. It lays
snares for our feet in every possible way, to drag
us down to death and hell. How many converts
of bright promise break with God, and stumble
and fall to rise no more! But there is a keeping
grace, and our text declares it. We can be, sanc-
tified, and kept by the power of God through
faith unto salvation.

VI. Look, in Conclusion, at the Blessed
Promise of the Text

“Faithful is he that calleth you, who also will
do it.” Do what? Why, “sanctify and keepyou”
--what the previous verse was talking about.
Remember that in chapter 4: 7 we found that
“God calls us unto sanctification.” Here He
promises us that He is faithful to do it.

(©)

A man said, “It took two to sanctify me.”
“Who were they?” “God and me.” “What did
God do?” *“He sanctified me.” “What did yqu
do?” “I let Him.” That is the simple truth.
God forces the blessing upon none, but He isvery
anxious that all His believing children should have
it. He prayed for it; He died for it; He tells us
that it is His will that we should be sanctified;
He calls us to it, and promises to give it to us if
we come for it and seek with our whole heart.

Does it occur to you how serious a matter it is
to reject this blood-bought blessing? Turn back
to the fourth chapter and eighth verse. God calls
us unto sanctification. “Therefore, he that re-
jecteth (despiseth), rejecteth not man, but God,
who giveth his Holy Spirit unto you.”

It is very natural for the carnal heart to find
fault with this doctrine. It is quite easy to criti-
cize and oppose the preacher who preaches it. It
does not take much intelligence or courage to say
presumptuously, “Mr. Preacher, | do not agree
with you about sanctification.” But, brother, sis-
ter, it is not the preacher that you are contending
against or disagreeing with. Your contest is
wholly with your God, who calls you to be sanc-
tified. “He that rejecteth, rejecteth not man but
God, who giveth his Holy Spirit unto you.”

Just before our text (1 Thess. 5: 19) God says,
“Quench not the Spirit.” Why not? Because it
is His divinely commissioned work to regenerate
us, sanctify us, and get us to heaven. If we re-
sist Him, reject Him and quench His influence
when He would sanctify us, we will miss the
grace He wishes to bestow and lose the grace of
regeneration we have. This course persisted in
will make sure and certain the eternal doom of
the soul.

“If you are leaving your present place for a
new field be sure and help your successor by:

“Having all personal obligations such as milk
bills, light bills, and the like, properly taken
care of.

“Have a good list of friends of the church with
correct addresses to hand in to supplement the
membership calling list.

“Having the membership, as far as possible, in
harmony with the budget plan of the church as
outlined by the District Assembly.

“Having your quota up on the Herald of Holi-
ness subscriptions. This great paper is the pas-
tor’s regular and untiring assistant and serves for
such small remuneration.”—R. J. P1umb.
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DOCTRINAL

CHRISTIAN BELIEF IN THE LIGHT OF
TODAY

Basil Miller

Chapter Five
The Centrality of Christ

OBERT E. SPEER, greatest of missionary
R thinkers, has just published a book entitled

“The Finality of Jesus.” In this he points
out to a doubting Christian world, and to the
heathen religions that Jesus is the final source of
religious authority as well as the final revealer of
God and righteousness. In our arguments for the
finality of Christianity we point back to Christ,
as the highest type of Man, man raised to the in-
finite, greater than whom we can never expect to
find. Those of a modernistic trend in their think-
ing look to Christ as a product of the evolution
of man and would have us believe it possible that
a greater example of what Man can be in the
light of God and human experience will arise in
the future.

Historic Christianity has fluctuated more or less
in the position which it assigned to Christ, but
never since the Nicean Creed has He been held by
orthodoxy less than God, equal with the Father,
from whom as from the Father the Holy Spirit
proceeds. At times God the Father in religious
thought was placed at the center of the system of
belief. Calvin did this when he magnified the
sovereignty of God. Luther, while not stressing
God to the exclusion of Jesus, still placed his em-
phasis upon the Father.

It was not until recently that we began to use
the term, Christocentric. We have discovered Je-
sus and when one begins to argue for religious
authority, it is Christ to whom we point as the
highest type of the source of religious belief and
the primal foundation of Christian ethics. In the-
ological circles Christ now becomes the center of
our thinking.

We read a great deal about the “historic Jesus.”
The greatest of scholars are constantly trying to
bring Him to the fore, and are carefully studying
the text of the Gospels that they may give us
more accurately a picture of Him. Down from

(6)

philosophic and theological realms to the practical
field of religious education it is the desire of the
authors to give us a Christ centered program.

The Centrality of Christ

The center of every religious dogma is found in
Jesus. Formerly it was God who took this posi-
tion of importance, and we argued doctrine in
terms of the Almighty. Not so today. We now
believe that we know something about the nature
of God, for we have seen Jesus. It is a Christlike
God whom we worship and adore. We recognize
(he nature of God from what He has accomplished
in Jesus and through the program which the Mas-
ter set in motion.

The doctrines of redemption have meaning only
as they are correlated to the work of the Savior.
We believe in the possibility of redemption for
every man, because Jesus taught us that He came
to save from sin, and His death takes on added
meaning when we have His interpretation of it.
He said, “I lay my life down,” and in terms of
this the atonement is not a far fetched dogma for
the modern man which is builded up around spec-
ulative tenets. Rather it is Christ as He fulfills
His mission of love for mankind, dying in their
stead, that He might be able to make possible a
route of approach to the Father. Theories of sat-
isfaction of divine justice, moral influence the-
ories, governmental dogmas which have been the
historic modes of conceiving of the atonement re-
late themselves to modern thought in the light of
what Jesus said He came to accomplish for man.

The life of Christ as well as His death is cen-
tral to religious truth. For Christian ethics has
its basis in the teachings of Jesus as enforced by
His life. Love is God's way, for Jesus loved men.
Humility is correct, for the greatest of men, the
Son of Man, lived a humble life, and taught that
the entry-word into the kingdom of God was in
meekness of life.

The doctrines of providence, life beyond the
grave, the resurrection of the body find their
place around the personality of Jesus Christ. The
atmosphere created by His character breathed
such.
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Christ the Product of Evolution

At the outset Christian belief which seeks to
square itself with historic Christianity and biblical
dogma meets one problem. The modern mode of
conceiving of the universe and of man is at pres-
ent under the sway of materialistic evolution. The
Christian theologian of the modern, as opposed to
the traditional, school of thought has sought to
be in accord with the latest supposed findings of
science. For the past fifty years materialism has
pervaded science and philosophy under the guise
of evolution. The theologian said that if science
teaches evolution as the modus operar.di of the
origin and perseverance of the universe, then for
him to remain in the fore of the latest movements
among the intellectuals he must accept this dogma.

So at once from the realm of science evolution
leaped to the field of dogmatics, and all that could
not be made to fit into the mold of evolution
from the historic systems of theology was cast to
the winds. Then that which remained was re-
shaped to become a part of scientific truth. It
became necessary first for the theologian to deny
the supernatural as the origin of the universe,
since science said evolution, and that emergent
evolution, with all the forces resident in the evolv-
ing mass, was wholly responsible for the appear-
ance of the material system.

The next step to be taken was casting aside any
type of inspiration of the Bible, and placing it on
an equal footing with all literature. The only dis-
tinction whatsoever that was made was that the
Hebrews had a peculiar gift or genius for religion
that other people did not possess. Hence there
became no religious authority except the authority
of experience, which set up a particular experi-
ence as a universal norm, which within itself is
contradictory. In this position the theologian
struggled, until he found himself in a tangle of
cross currents of belief, and then reached the con-
clusion that authority rests in the group con-
sciousness, and in his case this group Consciousness
became a body of modernistic theologians, like
himself.

The next siage was not far to reach. Jesus be-
came interpreted as a product of the emergent
evolutionary forces at work in the universe.
When advanced theological thought reached this
conclusion at once a clamor arose, which asked if
evolution produced Jesus, why is it not giving us
another Christ, one who lived far in advance of
the historic Jesus? Will another personage arise
who will lead us to God as Jesus has? Will the

™

forces at work in the field of heredity give us a
character who surpasses the Master in holiness of
life, loftiness of thought, and interpreting God for
W as He did?

The Finality of Christ

We do not have to go to the Bible to answer
such arguments as these. Though we must bear
in mind the position reached in the previous chap-
ter that the Bible is authoritative in the realms of
religion in that it is the highest type of Christian
or religious experience to be discovered, and that
it is religious experience under the peculiar power
of the Holy Spirit, termed inspiration. It becomes
thus the highest type of revelation of God, and as
such is the final source of religious authority. Je-
sus Christ himself bears the evidence of His final-
ity. He became the revealer of God; for what
the world knows of God came only through Him.
He so lived with such directness of approach that
He bears the evidence within Himself that He is
God. He needed none other to bear witness to
Him, nor to place the stamp of approval upon
His character, nor to give authority to His doc-
trines, for He taught as one having authority, and
His life was an expression of this authority in
every realm.

The authority of Jesus was complete in the
moral sphere. He broke the bondage of habits
and customs. He liberated slaves of passion as no
other man has. He cut contrary to the doctrines
of the elders wdth such positiveness that none
asked why this was done. He bore His evidence
within Himself. When He stepped into the field
of religious belief and became a doctrinaire, He
did not seek for the ancients to verify His teach-
ings. He spoke with such plainness that men rec-
ognized that it was God. In the realm of nature
the same positive omnipotence was displayed. He
calmed the seas with the ease that He calmed the
quaking spirits of the possessed.

To His moral precepts the centuries have never
seen one iota added. It is impossible to think of
anyone improving upon the Beatitudes, or adding
a line to the Sermon on the Mount. Nor can one
point to a flaw in the matchless character of the
Savior. Other men sinned, but He—never. Other
men relied upon the doctrines of their fellowmen,
bore evidence of tribal clannishness; but not Jesus.

Jesus was fully conscious of His authority. His
utterances surpassed the monotonous traditional-
ism of the scribes, by the sheer quality of His
person and work. He bore evidence of a filial re-
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lationship with His Father, which never man has
possessed. With authority He commanded the
unclean spirits to obey Him.

The lines of approach in our argument for the
finality of Christ are these: He taught with au-
thority and displayed such in His life, as none
other. He lived with utter holiness, when all
other men have been cognizant of their sins. He
alone of the ages revealed God. In these processes
we find Him dying on the cross. In complete de-
feat which the grave brought to Him he pur-
chased ultimate victory. And in the resurrection
story even the most critical moderns must admit
that it bears the stamp of reality, and that Chris-
tianity is founded upon this narrative of the death
and resurrection of Jesus. If Christ did not arise
from the dead, then the story is a fiction, unreal,
and Christianity is thus founded upon a chimera.
This conclusion is unthinkable.

The Christlike Cod

The present age has rewritten its theological be-
lief concerning God in terms of Christ. Formerly
Christ was an image of God for us. We reasoned
from the doctrines of the Bible concerning the
Father. We took that which we found revealed
in Holy Writ as to the Almighty and worked this
into a system of theism. Now we are prone to
study God in action through the personality of
Christ to know what God thinks, what He does,
and what He is.

May we follow this line of thought. God is
love, because Christ is love. God is interested in
the redemption of sinners, because Christ came
from the heavens above to save sinners. The
atonement is God’s plan of redemption, not only
because it is revealed through personalities who
were inspired by the Holy Spirit, but because
Christ said that it was necessary for Him to die
for the race. There was a divine urgency, which
made it impossible for Him to escape the route of
sacrifice.

We know that in the last days God will raise
us from the dead, for Jesus Christ revealed God
through the power of His resurrection, and as-
sured us that the economy of the Almighty in-
cluded a similar resurgence from the dead for all
who had found pardon of their sins. We speak
of God hating sin. This we know, not only be-
cause an ancient prophet proclaimed it under the
sway of inspiration, but because we find Jesus re-
pelled by every taint of sin, and commanding men
to flee from it. We understand that in the last
day the wrath of God will be revealed, and we

find the picture of the vengeful God, because
Christ affirmed it, and His actions showed it when
dealing with those who defiled His Father’ house.

God in action becomes a redeeming God, for
Christ made redemption possible. God and prov-
idence under the spell of the personality of Christ
become only the loving tender mercy of Jehovah,
as we see Jesus revealing it every day in healing
the siek, caring for the feeble and loving the help-
less t

Jesus thus becomes the revealer of God. No-
where outside ot the few score pages wherein the
marvelous story of the Master is told do we dis-
cover a picture of God. Saints have communed
with God, but Jesus said, “If ye have seen me, ye
have seen the Father.” Under the influence of
the power of God men have died for the cause of
righteousness; but Jesus alone died as God, and
placed the seal of divinity upon His character by
arising from the dead. This is the capsheet of
the revelation of God. God is alive forevermore,
since Jesus displayed the power of eternal life by
authority over death. The bonds of the grave
could not hold Him, for He was God.

If all other arguments for the finality of Jesus
were blotted out, the resurrection alone would as-
sure us that Christ is the final revelation of the
Father. It is related how a century or so ago a
young doubter came to a brilliant theologian and
asked him how he could start a new religion. The
answer came, “Die for it, and on the third day
rise again.” This test alone has been met by Jesus
Christ in the founding of the Christian religion
He lived to reveal God, and He died and arose
from the grave to establish the true religion.

The Foundation oj Christian Ethics

There are two methods by which ethics can be
founded. The first is to establish them upon some
external source of authority, and the second is to
make them the result of social consciousness,
group authority, tribal customs, etc. In a later
chapter we hope to discuss the modem mode of
viewing Christian ethics, founded upon the Bible,
and point out the fallacy of relegating the Bible
to a trashheap of forgotten theories. Suffice it to
say that the second method of arriving at ethical
concepts, the route of social consciousness, is fal-
lacious. The social consciousness, customs may
give us a system of standards which the group,
both present and historic, determines to be of
value. From the standpoint of revealing the mode
by which God would have us order our lives, so-
cial consciousness can never do it.

(8)
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Let us briefly review the foundation of ethics
upon group consciousness. Some individual, or
bodies of persons, arrived at the standards which
should be set up. These from century to century
shifted, as a study of historical ethical theories
will show. Bodies within the group dissented
from the general view. Individuals could not
bring themselves to conformity with the same
norms, and ofttimes such persons set up their
own beliefs and desires as the foundation of eth-
ical authority. The result is general moral and
social confusion.

The eleventh commandment has been added un-
der the stress of such circumstances. It reads
thus, “Thou shalt not be found out.” Modern
morals permit doing as the individual desires, so
long as he is able to “get away with it.”

Granted that a social standard of ethics may be
arrived at which is trustworthy, still the aspect of
divine sanction must be lacking from any such.
There is only one way by which religious ethics
can have a religious foundation, and that is
through revelation, or inspiration. Our thesis in
a former chapter was that the Holy Spirit became
active throughout nature, history and in Christian
experience in revealing unto us God. In this rev-
elation through Christian experience He has led
men, particularly those of the prophetic school,
and in the New Testament days, into a state of
inspiration by which was revealed to usthe divine
method that man should follow in guiding his
ethical life. This is the authority of general
Christian experience in the field of social teachings.

However it is Jesus Christ, the revealer of God,
the Man-God, that lays the foundation for Chris-
tian life. He is the great example. How shall
man order his life on the ethical score? Exactly
after the pattern of the Master. This can be said
of no other man. One is asked by the modern
school of ethical theorists, Why is it that you take
an individual experience and make out of it a
universal norm? Is not my experience just as
sure a foundation as that of Jesus? We answer
thus, Jesus Christ lives the truly universal life.
His experience is not individual in the sense that
ours is. He goes beyond the limitations of hu-
manity. He expresses by His revelation of God
the universal thoughts, desires and actions of the
Almighty, and thus it is worthy that His experi-
ence be established as a universal norm, or stand-
ard, by which the entire race orders its ethical
existence.

He expresses by His life universal experience,
the very thought of God. Thus His character as
revealed through the pages of the New Testament
becomes the only ethical standard worthy of uni-
versal acceptance. One asks, Then what becomes
of the ethics or morals of the Old Testament?
Are they trustworthy? Can they be accepted?
For the age in which they were written they were
trustworthy; for us, no. The reason for this is
the iact that the final revelation of the will and
ways of God was not fully given until Christ came
as the complete revelation of God through the
Holy Spirit. Truth as found back in the Old
Testament was not the final statement. Ethics as
followed by the earlier portions of the Bible are
not those of Jesus. The Master recognized this
when He said, “Moses permitted . . . but | say.”

There is no contradiction between this and what
we have previously written concerning the revela-
tion of Christian experience under the power of
the Holy Spirit as found in the Old Testament.
The Old Testament is a revelation of God as in-
spired by the Holy Spirit through the human
agencies of prophets, etc., but it is not the final
revelation. The idea, “When the time was ful-
filled,” expresses this thought. Christ became this
final revelation.

Christ thus becomes the center of Christian eth-
ics, the norm by which we shall guide our lives.
Christ is ethics in action, embodied in a human
personality. Then you do not have to read the
newspaper or peruse the magazines nor go through
the heavy tomes of philosophic disquisitions to
discover what the latest in morals is. Go to
Christ and you will find how a Christian should
order his life. While He did not touch every par-
ticular phase of human life with detailed informa-
tion, His general theory is applicable to any sit-
uation which may arise in life. “Love God . . .
and your neighbor” expresses the highest ideal of
both religious and moral living.

Is Christ Divinel

The question of the modern age is, Is it a divine
or a human Christ? The exponents of the hu-
manistic theories are numerous and assure us that
we have a human Christ. Certainly we do. He
was touched with our infirmities. Did He not
tire and rest by the well? Did He not sleep in
the boat to refresh Himself? .Was He.not hungry
and thirsty? Footsore and weary? Certainly,
and these are evidences of humanity.

On the other hand the evidences of divinity are
more numerous than these. He displayed divine
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power in His life, as well as in His resurrection.
No mere human has ever raised the dead to life
again, nor come out of the tomb, in which for
three days he has been dead, with the power of
life within him. The highest proof of His divin-
ity is His resurrection, coupled with the fact that
in dying on the cross and rising from the dead
He displayed God to the world.

Historical theology has taught us to think of
His virgin birth as a proof of His divinity. The
modern age would reverse the process. The di-
vinity which He displayed in His life, His com-
plete revelation of God, which in reality was self-
revelation, give sanction to the truth of the virgin
birth.

The fathers of theological science taught us that
as the divine Son of God redemption was His
work. But in the New Testament every day we
see Him redeeming men from sin, and throughout
the long course of Christian history He has
wrought the same marvelous soul transformations
through redemption. Then we argue that because
of His results in redeeming sinful humanity, Jesus
Christ must be divine. Else how could He pro-
duce such transformations?

He was self-conscious of being divine, the Son
of God. He never conceived Himself as other
than this. While He called himself the Son of
Man still He remained regnant in this conscious-
ness of relationship with God as Son, and as God.
No other man has thus been conscious, save those
whose mentalities have been abnormal and fit
subjects for the psychiatrists.

Jesus the Greatest Fact of Christianity

Jesus Christ is the center of Christianity, the
pivot around which all else by way of dogma or
morals must revolve. He is also the greatest fact
of Christianity. He is Christianity in action.
Find the Church in history, and you see Jesus
portrayed. We do not present to the world a set
of finely spun doctrines. He offers it a personal-
ity surcharged with God, because He is God.
When our doctrines have been all important, then
less and less of-the beauty of Christ has been
manifested.

This is well brought out by the close relation-
ship of Whitefield and Wesley. The nearest of
friends, they differed radically upon; the common
grounds of Arminianism and Calvinism. Y et
Whitefield wrote to Wesley that he must never
preach these differences, as he himself has never
in one sermon preached Calvinism. It was not

theological divergences that they presented; rather
it was Jesus the Savior of mankind.

What then is the center of our doctrinal struc-
ture? Jesus the Christ. He shows us God in
creation, God in redemption, God in providence,
God in the resurrection, and in the life to come.
What then is the source of our ethics? Jesus, the
Son of Man and of God, directing us how to be
humble, how to be peacemakers, revealing how to
act"toward our friends and our enemies, pointing
out the relation of the individual to the state as
well as to his God. What then is the final source
of our religious authority? Jesus who taught as
one having authority and not as the elders of an-
tiquarian research.

His Bible becomes our chart, His God our Fa-
ther, the presence of His Holy Spirit our ultimate
guidance.

You can test every man's doctrine on this score.
Where does he place Jesus? Man or God? Hu-
man or divine? We know God only as we know
Jesus, and this becomes the touchstone of Chris-
tian experience. There is no approach to God ex-
cept through Jesus. If we re-think our missions,
as the famed Hocking committee recently did,
and conclude that there are non-Christian ap-
proaches to God, then we leave out Jesus, and
bring upon ourselves the judgment of error.

When we look at humanity in the light of Je-
sus, we see them in their sins with bowed heads
seeking a Savior, and not on a pedestal seeking
worship as humanism demands.

Then central to our source of doctrine is Jesus
Christ, as pivotal to our Christian experience He
also stands.

“l have teen reflecting,” said an old-timer,
“upon the case of the average man, as his neigh-
bors sec him.

“If he is poor, he is a bad manager. If he is
prosperous, everyone wants to do him a favor.

“If he is in politics, it’s for pork. If he is not
in politics, one cant place him, and he’s no good
for his country.

“If he gives not to charity, then he’s a stingy
dog. If he does give, it’s for show.

“If he is active in religion, he is a hypocrite. If
he evinces no interest in matters spiritual, he’s a
hardened sinner.”

“If he shows affection, he's a soft sentimentalist.
If he seems to care for no one, he's cold-blooded.

“If he dies young, there was a great future
ahead of him. If he attains old age, he has missed
his calling.”—Lamb.
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EXPOSITIONAL

MESSAGES FROM ISAIAH

Olive M. Winchester

Zion Redeemed

N OPENING the impassioned section in the
Ibook of Isaiah found in chapters 40-66, the

prophet had brought a message of consolation;
then he had followed with other themes among
them an exposition of the vanity of idol worship
and the call of Cyrus by Jehovah to deliver His
people. Another special theme gave the delinea-
tion of the Suffering Servant. Now the thought
converges especially upon the people who are rep-
resented under two figures, that of a bride and a
city. When the messages begin to center upon
the redemption of Zion as they do with chapter
54, the note of consolation once more becomes a
dominating factor.

Addressing the people as the Bride of Jehovah,
the prophet brings a message from the Lord that
her children shall be multiplied in number. In
consequence she should enlarge the piace of her
tent. All preparations should be made for in-
creased numbers. All the shame and reproach
that have adhered to her shall be taken away.
While she has been borne down with grief and
seemingly has been forsaken, yet now the time
has come when the redemption of the Lord draw-
eth nigh.

“For a small moment have | forsaken thee;

But with great mercies will 1 gather thee.

In a little wrath I hid my face from thee for a
moment:

But with everlasting kindness will I have mercy
on thee.”

Continuing his reassurance to the people, the

prophet breaks forth into another lyric passage:

“For the mountains shall depart,

Arid the hills be removed;

But my kindness shall not depart from thee,

Neither shall my covenant of peace be removed.”

The more Isaiah meditates upon the redemption

that is coming to Zion, the higher rises his

thought. While the first section in his ptean of

redemption is interspersed with lyrical passages,

the second falls entirely into poetic form, the

thought is couched in figurative language which
gleams with glory and beauty.

“O thou afflicted, tossed with tempest, and not
comforted,

Behold, I will set thy stones in fair colours,

And lay the foundations with sapphires.

“And | will make thy pinnacles of rubies,
And thy gates of carbuncles,
And all thy border of pleasant stones.”

Following this note of consolation assurances are
given unto the people and their righteousness de-
lineated. In these days when religious and civic
piety shall be restored, all their children shall be
taught of the Lord; they shall be removed as a
people far from oppression and from terror. |If
anyone shall try to stir up strife against them or
form a weapon against them, he shall perish.

Holding out this prospect of restoration and
the establishment in righteousness the prophet
with earnest entreaty gives the call:

“Ho, every one that thirsteth, come ye to the
waters,

And he that hath no money, come ye, buy and
eat;

Without money and without price.

“Wherefore do ye spend money for that which is
not bread?

And your labour for that which satisfieth not?

Hearken diligently unto me, and eat ye that
which is good,

And let your soul delight itself in fatness.”

This passage presents one call to repentance fol-
lowing upon another. The first with its note of
hope for the thirsty, the second an exhortation to
hearken diligently, the third an exhortation bid-
ding them to incline their ear, and the next an
admonition to “Seek the Lord while he may be
found” and an appeal to the wicked to forsake
his ways and return unto the Lord. Musing over
these verses George Adam Smith says, “One can
but stand and listen to those great calls to re-
pentance and obedience, which issue from it.
What can be added to them or said about them?

(1
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Let one take heed rather to let them speak to
one’s heart!”

As a conclusion to the chapter which so tender-
ly gives the promise of redemption and the calls
to repentance we have called to our mind that
the thoughts of Jehovah are not our thoughts.
High as the heaven over the earth so are the
thoughts of the Lord higher than ours. Then
with this intimation that God’s method of work-
ing out His purposes may be far different from
ours, comes the assurance that the word of the
Lord would not fail, but will go forth to its ful-
fillment. Once more does the prophet break out
in lyrical song:

“For ye shall go out with joy,

And be led forth with peace:

The mountains and the hills shall break forth
before you into singing,

And all the trees of the field shall clap their
hands.

“Instead of the thorn shall come up the fir tree,

And instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle
tree:

And it shall be to the Lord for a name,

For an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off.”

With the word of consolation, the calls to re-
pentance and the promise in surety that the word
of the Lord would be fulfilled, the picture is
brought before us of redemption already at work
in Zion. There is shown the effect of the working
of righteousness; it incites to the exercise of jus-
tice in all dealings, and also inclines man to keep
the Sabbaths. It extends the bonds of its sympa-
thy and takes in the stranger that is within the
gate, further gives opportunity that the eunuch
might join the congregation of Israel. Both the
eunuchs and the strangers, if they fulfill the con-
ditions, shall be brought to the holy mountain of
the Lord and enter the house of prayer; their
sacrifices will be accepted as well as those of oth-
ers. Yea moreover the Lord will gather the out-
casts of the people.

After the idealistic picture lIsaiah returns again
to show conditions as they exist in reality. This
is characteristic of the prophet; his outlook in vi-
sion never dims for him the sordid condition of
the people in their sin, and his perception of the
sinfulness of the people never retarded him from
looking out upon a vision of a glorious future.
He was both an idealist and a realist. Turning
his gaze upon the people he calls for the beast of

the field to come and devour for the veiy leaders
of the people blind and ignorant; they slumber
and fail to show the people their transgression;
further they are covetous and are seeking every
one his own gain. Moreover they call one to an-
other to bring the wine and join in a carousal.
They are not concerned if the righteous perish;
yea they are not troubled if the righteous among
their numbers grow less and less. Stirred with in-
digrfation the prophet utters an invective against
this idolatrous party that is given to strong drink
and with indifference sees the worshipers of Jeho-
vah decrease in the land. Turning to them he
cries out:

“But draw near hither, ye sons of the sorceress,

The seed of the adulterer and the whore.

Against whom do ye sport yourselvesl

Against whom make ye wide mouth, and draw
the tongue?”

They had indulged in idol worship; they had even
gone so far as to sacrifice their own children;
they had offered rites to objects of nature; they
have climbed the high places to make their votive
offerings there; then not content with these va-
rious forms of worship, they carry the idolatrous
rites within their homes and worship there setting
up their idols behind doors and posts. Not only
so but still not content, they sent messengers afar
to the shrines of foreign deities. Lost in the in-
fatuation of these forms of worship, they have
not been roused to any realization of the desper-
ateness of their plight and no fear of Jehovah has
been before their eyes. Now when they cry, Je-
hovah will not hear them; they must need seek
their source of help from their own. While such
is the plight of these idolaters,

“But he that putteth his trust in me shall possess
the land,
And shall inherit my holy mountain.”

“For thus saith the high and lofty One

That inhabiteth eternity, whose name is Holy;

| dwell in the high and holy place,

With him also that is of a contrite and humble
spirit,

To revive the heart of the contrite ones.

For | will not contend for ever,

Neither will I be always wroth.”

If Jehovah should maintain His anger forever,

then there would be no help, but the time is com-

ing when He will heal His people, He will restore

comforts to them. They shall receive the message
(12)
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of peace, but those who persist in wickedness shall
know no peace.

After exposing the follies in worship exercised
by the idolatrous party in Judah, Isaiah attacks
another aspect of their religious expression. Even
when they would worship Jehovah, they did so
in a perfunctory manner. It is true that they
sought the Lord and took delight in approaching
unto God. Then they are disappointed because
Jehovah seems to fail to hear them and show
them favor. But the reason lies in this that the
thought of worship with a sense of devotion is
not present to their minds; they find delight in
the ostentation of worship and instead of creating
in them a more godly spirit, it incites to strife.
The true fast which the Lord has chosen is not
one of outward display of humility but lies in
humility of spirit and also in such outward ex-
preasion as refraining from oppression of the poor
and not only refrain but be aggressive in minis-
tering to the needy. Thereupon shall it come to
pass:

“Then shall thy light break forth as the morning,
And thine health shall spring forth speedily:
And thy righteousness shall go before thee:
The glory of the Lord shatl be thy rereward.
Then shall thou call, and the Lord shall answer;
Thou sha't cry, and he shall say, Here | am."

These blessings shall come to them if they regard

the hungry and feed him. Moreover also they
should keep the Lord’s Sabbaths.

The hindrance to the redemption of the people
did not lie in any inability that the Lord could
not save them; it was not due to any indifference
on the part of Jehovah. The primary cause lay
in their own sins and iniquities. Their hands are
defiled with blood; they are not seeking justice
nor caring for truth. “They brood over and
bring to maturity projects of wickedness, whose
effects are almost equally fatal to those who ac-
quiesce in them and to those who oppose them.”
It is for this reason that they grope
for light and do not find it. Wandering about in
darkness they utter cries of distress and then'they
come to a sense of their sins and begin -to ac-
knowledge them. Once aroused to their sinfulness
they pour forth their hearts in contrition.

Looking down upon the distress of His people,
the Lord saw there was no intercessor for them,
none who adequately could plead their cause and
suffer the throes of agony for their sin, so with
His own arm He brought salvation.

“For he pul on righteousness as a breastplate,
And a helmet of salvation upon his head."

— Skinner.

In consequence of this interposition on the part
of Jehovah, the adversaries of the people are
overthrown and even the nations and the islands
of the sea learn to fear the name of Jehovah.
Then shall “The Redeemer come to Zion,” then
shall he enter into a covenant with those who
turn from their transgression.

With this hope in view the prophet breaks forth
again in an outburst of lyrical song:

“Arise, shine; for thy light has come,
And the glory of the Lord is risen upon thee.

“For behold, darkness shall cover the earth,
And gross darkness the people:

But the Lord shall arise upon thee,

And his glory shall be seen upon thee.

“And nations shall come to thy light,
And kings to the brightness of thy rising.”

Then he exhorts the people to look around and
behold their sons coming from afar and their
daughters are being brought unto them. Not only
so but besides the possession of these loved ones
of their homes there shall be given to them ma-
terial prosperity. Strangers will build the walls
of their city, and nations shall bring in wealth
unto them.

“And they shall call thee the City of the Lord,
The Zion of the Holy One of Israel.

“Whereas thou hast been forsaken and hated,
So that no man passed through thee,

I will make thee an eternal excellency,

A joy of many generations.”

Further messages of hope are brought to which
Zion replies that she will greatly rejoice in her
God. The words of the Redeemer still come in
assurance that He will not hold His peace until
(he salvation of His people shall go forth in glory
and strength. Then in closing the words of the
prophecy of his book, lIsaiah follows what is
known as the pendulum movement wherein he
first sounds forth a warning of judgment and
then follows with words of salvation. The thought
glides from one to the other reiterating these two
fundamental facts that have riln through the
whole like the themes of a musical symphony.

To review the chapters for texts would require
much detailed work; we can only choose some of
the more outstanding among the many that might
suggest themselves to us. There are the calls to
repentance found in chapter 65. Each one of
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these calls could be the foundation text for a ser-
mon. Then there are the many passages which
set forth the glory and beauty of Zion. These
can be used to represent the glory of the Lord

resting upon the Church when she fulfills condi-
tions. Finally there are passages which dwell upon
the theme of redemption which may form suitable
texts when one wishes to preach along this line.

HOMILETICAL

SERMONS FOR JANUARY
H. B. M acrory

NE of the duties of a pastor in the Church

of the Nazarene is to administer the sac-

rament of the Lord’s Supper at least once
each quarter. It is a disappointment when one
neglects this sacred duty.

A splendid custom to follow to avoid this dan-
ger is to conduct the Communion Service on the
first Sunday of each quarter. By adopting this
custom the members and friends will soon learn
to look forward with interest and pleasure to these
occasions.

What finer thing could we do in all our Naz-
arene churches than to begin the year 1934 by
celebrating the Lord’s Supper on the first Sunday
in January?

January 7— Morning Sermon
Theme: Seeing Jesus (Communion Service).
Scripture Reading: John 12: 12-22.

Sir, we would, see Jesus (John 12: 21).
Introduction:

The incident related in the scripture lesson oc-
curred immediately following the triumphal entry
of Christ into Jerusalem. The Jewish church was
celebrating the Feast of the Passover. Among
those present were certain Greeks who doubtless
had witnessed the triumphal entry and had heard
much concerning Jesus. Addressing Philip, one of
the disciples of our Lord, they said, “Sir, we
would see Jesus.”

May we, beloved, see Jesus this morning as we
engage in this holy communion service.

Text:

I. May We See Him in His Humanity

1. The Babe of Bethlehem.
2. The Man of Galilee.
3. A perfect man.

Il. May We See Him in
1. The Son of God.
2. Immanuel.
3. The revelation of God to man.

I1l. May We See Him as the Lamb of God
1 Making atonement for sin.

His Deity

2. Purchasing our redemption.
3. Reconciling us to God.

January 7— Night Sermon
Tiieme: John the Baptist.

Scripture Reading: Luke 3: 1-20; Matt. 11:
2-10
Text: Among them that are born of women

there hath not risen a greater than John the Bap-
tist (Matt. 11: 11).
Introduction:

The text is a very interesting statement of Je-
sus. Many great men had preceded John the
Baptist.

1 Moses was a great man in his day. The first
great leader of Israel. The one who organized
Israel into a great nation. The writer of the Pen-
tateuch. The great lawgiver.

2. David was a great man in his day. A great
poet; soldier anil empire builder. As king of Is-
rael he built one of the greatest kingdoms of an-
cient times. As a writer of psalms he wrote what
is considered by many to be the greatest of all—
the 23rd Psalm.

3. lIsaiah was a great man in his day. One of
the major prophets. Perhaps in some ways he
was the greatest of all the prophets.

4. But speaking of John the Baptist, Jesus
said. ‘Among them that are born of women there
hath not risen a greater than John the Baptist.”

What was the secret of the greatness of John
the Baptist? Doubtless a number of reasons may
be given.

I. John Was the Subject oi-lnspired Proph-

ecy

1 Isaiah prophesied concerning him 600
years before his birth (Isaiah 40: 3).

2. Malachi prophesied concerning him 400
years before his birth (Malachi 3:1).

3. The angel Gabriel foretold his birth to
Zacharias, his father (Luke 1: 13).

Il. John Was a Man oe Great Humility

1 True humility is always a sign of great-
ness.

2. John was humble regarding himself.
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3. Was humble in his attitude toward Jesus.
I1l. John Was a Great Preacher
1 Anointed of God. Filled with the Holy
Ghost.
2. Had a great message.
3. Fulfilled a great mission.

January 14— Morning Sermon

Theme: The Exaltation of Christ.
Text: He must increase but | must decrease
(John 3.30).

Introductic n:

The words of the text command attention.
the Baptist was a unique character.

1. Was a great man. Jesus said concerning
him, “Among them that are born of women there
hath not risen a greater than John the Baptist.”

2. Was a great preacher. Multitudes went to
hear h'm. Gathered from Jerusalem, Judea and
as! the region around about.

3. Occupied a great place.
‘he way of the Lord.

4. But the mission of John the Baptist was to
exalt Chrbt! Came as “the voice of one crying
in the wilderness, Prepare ye the way of the
Lord, make his paths straight.”

I. Mission of the Child of God IS to Exalt

Christ
1. By giving Him the place of pre-eminence
in cur lives.
2. By taking up the cross and following
Him.
3. Bv being faithful unto death.
tiif.

John

Came to prepare

Il. Mission of
Christ
1. By recognizing His exalted position.
2. By building every activity about Him.
3. Pv lifting Him up before a lost w'orld.
IIl. God Himself Hath Hrtily Exalted Christ
1. Hath given Him a name which is above
every name.
2. Hath given unto Him all power both in
heaven and in earth.
3. Hath given Him a place at the right
hand of God where He ever liveth to
make intercession for us.

Church Is to Exalt

January 14— Night Sermon

Simon Peter.
Luke 5: 1-11.

Theme:

Scripture Readini:
Introduction:

Simon Peter is one of-the outstanding charac-
ters of the New Testament. Was a native of
P.efhsaida, A fisherman. Was married and ap-
parently in comfortable circumstances. Doubtless
a disciple of John the Baptist.

17 Became One First

of the Disciples of

Jesus

as

1 Was brought to Jesus by Andrew, his
brother.
2. Was soon called to active work by Jesus.
3. Was chosen to be one of the twelve apos-
tles.
Il. Peter Was a Man of W eakness
1. Had many handicaps.
2. Was impetuous and impulsive.
3. Jesus saw in him a diamond in the rough.
IIl. Peter Was a M an of Strength
1. A man of action.
2. A man of passionate devotion to Christ.
3. Tarried for Pentecost and became a rock

January 21-—-Morning Sermon

Tiifme- Attachment to God’s House.

Trxr: We will not forsake the house of our
God (Neh. 10: 39).

Introduction:

1. The kingdom of Judah had forsaken God
and had been carried into captivity by the Baby-
lonians. This occurred some seventy years before
"he time of the text.

2. It is a fearful thing to forsake God! Israel,
the ten tribes to the north, had done so and had
been carried into captivity never to return. Judah
follower) rapidly in the footsteps of Israel. Ev-
erything that God could do to check them was
done, but without success.

3. It is a fearful thing to have God forsake
\on. He never takes the initiative. As Nehemiah
dec'ared, “Thou art a God ready to pardon, gra-
cious and merciful, slow to anger and of great
kindness.” But what a fearful day it is when He
turns and His judgments begin to fall!

l. Judah Was Given Another Opportunity

1 An opportunity to return and rebuild Je-
rusalem.

2. People rallied and stood by Nehemiah.

3. What a happy, joyful company they

were.
Il. Judah Entered into a Solemn Covenant
with God
1 Thev would not forsake the house of
God.

2. The> would pay tithes.
3. They would keep their vows.
I1l. Judah M ade the House of God an Object
of Delight
1. A place of meeting,
2. A place of blessing.
3. A place of dynamic power.

January 21— Night Sermon
The Danger of Backsliding.
Rev. 2: 1-7.

Theme:

Scripture Reading:
iNTROftTCTION":

The church at Ephesus was founded by Paul
on his third missionary journey: Was one of the
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strongest churches the apostle organized through-
out his ministry. But at the time of our lesson
the church at Ephesus was in a backslidden con-
dition. Jesus said they had lost their first love.
Hear again the words of Jesus addressed to John
on the Isle of Patmos (Rev. 2: 1-7). What a
faithful warning.
I. Backsliding Is a Treacherous Thing
1. God has never failed to warn men of its
danger.
2. It usually begins in the heart and in a
small way.
3. One may backslide in many ways.
Il. Backsliding
1 Leads to
2. Leads to
3. Leads to separation from God
Backsliding May Be Overcome
1 He is not willing that any should perish.
2. Return unto Him and He will return
unto you.
3. “Today if ye will hear his voice, harden
not your heart” (Psalm 95: 7, 8).

Is a Dangerous Thing
carelessness.
indifference.

January 28— Morning Sermon

The Steps of a Good Man.
Gen. 12: 1-3 and 17: 1-5.

Theme:
Scripture Reading:
Psalm 37: 23.
Introduction:

Abraham was a native of Ur of Chaldees. Ur
means fire. The people were doubtless fire wor-
shipers. Abraham was seventy-five years of age
when God called him to separate himself from his
country, his kindred and his father’s house. When
Abraham left Ur he took with him his father Te-
rah and his nephew Lot. Both caused him trou-
ble. For twenty-four years Abraham lived an up
and down life. When he was ninety-nine years
of age God spoke to him a second time (Gen. 17:
1-5). Abraham began to prosper at once. Was
known as the friend of God and the father of the
faithful. The steps of Abraham were ordered of
the Lord. ,

I. Psalmist Declares the

M an Are Ordered of the Lord

1 David spoke from personal experience.

2. Life of Enoch is one of the finest illus-
trations of the text.

3. What was true of Enoch and David is
true of every good man. His steps are
ordered of the Lord.

Il. A Good Man Will Walk
W alked

1 In the paths of humility.
2. In the paths of obedience.
3. In the paths of holiness.

The Steps of a Good Man Are a Delight

Text:

Steps of a Good

Even as He

1.
to the Lord
1, He delighteth in his way.

2. He would put him on exhibition (Psalrr
37: 37).
3. End of that man is peace.

January 28— Night Sermon

Theme: The Tragedy of Neglect.

Text: How shall we escape if we neglect si
great salvation? (Heb. 2: 3).

Introduction:

A few years ago two young men were rowing
along the shore of a bay on the Pacific Coast
They were rowing slowly noticing how muddj
the watei was. Suddenly the boat began to slow
up and stop. “What are you stopping for?” one
of them asked. “Why | am not stopping. The
boat is fast on something. We must have rut
into the mud.”

Suddenly there came over the edge of the boat
the long, black, slimy arm of a devil fish. Both
the young men jumped back and each of them
seizing an oar began striking at the arm that had
fastened itself on the boat.

At that moment another arm came up on the
other side of the boat. Realizing their danger the
boys pulled for the shore and as soon as they

were able jumped from the boat and ran foi
safety.
What a narrow escape they had! But tonight

beloved, we bring to your attention an octopus of
infinitely greater danger. One that has fastened
itself upon the hearts of men. It is the octopus
of sin!

Our only hope of escape is the gospel of Christ.
But, “how shall we escape if we neglect so great
salvation?”

I. Procrastination IS a Dangerous Thing

1 Eternity is knocking at your door.

2. Multitudes are playing the fool.

3. Opportunity to escape will soon be gone
forever.

Il. Procrastination IS Disappointing to
1 Today is the day of salvation.

2. Tomorrow may be too late.

3. “The Lord said, My Spirit shall not al-
ways strive with man.”

Procrastination Invites the Wrath of God

1 The history of men and nations declares
this.

2. It is an insult to God.

3. It invites and provokes the wrath of
God.

God

“Hold fast to the Bible as the sheet anchor to
your liberties. Write its precepts in your hearts
and practice them in your lives. To the influence
of this Book you are indebted for all the progress
made in two civilized nations and to this we must
look as our guide in the future.”—U 1ysses 3.
Grant.

(16)
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SPECIAL SERMONS FOR SPECIAL DAYS

Basil Miller

Bible Sunday
THE BOOK OF BOOKS
Text: The law of the Lord is perfect . . . the

testimony of the Lord is sure . .. The command-
ment of the Lord is pure (Psa. 19: 7, 8).

Introduction: The Bible is the indestructible
Book! Armies have marched to destroy it; em-
pires have been moved from their moorings by
it, savages have been tamed by it; nations have
been transformed through receiving it; heathens
have been ennobled through reading it; individ-
uals have been elevated through its influence.
There is no book like it. The Bible is:

1. The Light. It is the world's only true mor-
al and spiritual light. It lights to (1) Christ, as
the Savior, (2) divine satisfaction for the soul;

(3) peace for any troubled breast; (4) the true
pathway from the morass of sin to the delectable
heights of grace.

2. The Mirror to Reveal. The Bible reveals:
(1) Man’s true need of redemption; (2) the cure
for his sins and transgression from the atonement
of Christ; (3) man’s highest glory in serving God.

3. The Guide Post. The Bible guides man: (1)
In the path of righteousness; (2) from the cradle
to the grave it has a marker for every age and
condition of the race; (3) to his final home in the
skies.

Conclusion: In conclusion we can say no bet-
ter than; walk in the light of the Bible to be holy.
Stand before its open pages to realize your need
and to meet your Savior face to face. Follow its
charted pathway from the shallows of sin to the
peaks of redemption glory.

THE WORLD’'S GREATEST BOOK
Text: Search the scriptures (Jno. 5:39).

Introduction: The Bible is the world’s great-
est Book. It is a library within itself. No other
book has so influenced the world as it. The King
James’ Version made the English language; Lu-
ther’s German Bible freed Germany from the
shackles of Rome. No book sells in comparison
with it. It is the world’s best seller; more than
200,000,000 copies have been distributed by one
agency along in the past 130 years. Last year its
circulation reached the 12,000,000 mark. It is
loved as no other book. The Bible is the world’s
greatest Book because of its:

1 Unique Revelations:
true nature of God.

It alone
There is no other pathway

reveals the

to the Almighty and an understanding of Him
but through this Book. It carries the only picture
of Christ that the world has. It is unusual in
that Jesus, the world’s greatest personality, alone
has His story written in its pages. It reveals
man’s needs and points to the source of supply.
It alone tells the story of sin and salvation.

Il. Power to Speak to Every Heart: The Bi-
ble alone speaks to every heart. The old Arab
shepherd called it "the sheep book.” For civilized
or savage its message is one of sin and redemption.
For high and low the source of grace is identical.
Every man can tind in its pages his picture, what-
ever his needs may be.

I1l. Power as the Anchor to the Soul: The
Bible supplies every spiritual need of man. It
brings comfort to those who mourn, consolation
to the broken-hearted, a message of cheer to the
downcast, inspiration for the discouraged, peace
for those torn by inward strife, salvation for the
sinner, grace for the Christian, light for the mor-
ally blind, a home in heaven for the redeemed.
No other book affords such.

Search the Bible to be wise, know
it to be pure, live it to reach others.

Conclusion:

ONE BOOK FOR ALL PEOPLE

Text: | love thy commandments far above
Sold (Psa. 119: 127).

Introduction: The Bible is the world’s only
universal Book. All nations into which it has
gone cry out as David did, “I love thy command-
ment; far above gold.” Nations and individuals
have been willing to part with their existence to
save the Bible. They have been burned at the
stake to save it. It is the same for all conditions
of life. 1t is the one Book for all people because:

I. It Reveals God: There is a picture of God
nowhere else to be found but in the Bible. He is
a God of mercy, grace and tender sympathy,
while others are gods of hatred and evil. All na-
tions find the end of their quest for God in the
Bible picture of Him as Father.

I1. Its Pages Are Unstained by Immorality:
The Bible is the only moral and spiritual light
and lamp for the pathway of man. No stain
mars its beautiful precepts nor darkens its com-
mandments. This Book lays out the origin of
man in the very nature and image of God, hence
his high place in life, and his noble calling, and it
points out how man may gain an eternal home
fitted for “the sons of God.”
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1. It Consoles the Human Heart:
and saint it speaks alike in terms of consolation.
It brings the message of the Master to every
heart, “Dry your tears.” For the entrance of the
Savior turns every tear into a strain of joy.

Consotation: On this Bible Sunday it is our
duty to take the Book of books to every man
that he may find his God, learn to love his Savior,
and prepare for his mansion in the sky. No task
is more alluring than that of having a part in
giving the Scriptures to every man in his own
tongue.

THE THREE GREATEST BIBLE WORDS

The entrance of thy words giveth light
(Psa. 119: 130).

Introduction:

Text:

The power of words— com-
mands during battles, mob words during revolu-
tions, words such as democracy, liberty, etc. Ten-
der words like mother, home, love, etc. But the
greatest words of the Bible are:

I. "Come Unto Me.” The words of invitation
to meet Christ. These spell hope and divine
transformation, a new life begun for God.

1. “Arise.” The word which commands to go
out to represent Christ to the world.

I11. “God.” Go out to teach men, disciple for
me, reach the world, lost in sin for righteousness.

Conclusion: On this Bible Sunday these com-
manding words ring out: Come as a sinner and
be transformed. Come weak. Arise from the
cross renewed, strong, Spirit-filled. Arise mighty

in the Lord. Go in this strength and touch oth-
ers Moody came a sinner, went out a powerful
evangelist. Finney, weak, went out to conquer
for God.

POWER FROM THE WORD OF GOD
Uphold me according to thy word (Psa.

Text:
119: 116).

Introduction: The Word of God affords pow'-
er for every man according to his needs—grace
for saint, redemption for sinner, power to conquer
sin for all. We are:

I. Cleansed by the Word (Psa. 119: 9).

1. Strengthened by the Word (Psa. 119:28).

I11. Blessed by the Word (Psa. 119: 65).
Seek this source of divine power
and you will be spiritually strong., Sin cannot
defeat the man who lives in the Word of God.

Conclusion:

For savage

THE HAMMER OF GODS WORD

Text: Is not my word like a fire? saith Jeho-
vah: and like g hammer that breaketh the rock
in pieces?” (Jer. 23: 29).
God’s Word is a hammer that
will break through to the inner soul of man. It
will pierce the stoniest of hearts with its power.
If we study it as Christians it will:

Iniroducitcn:

I. Break Our Indifference: A knowledge of the
Wor& will smash our indifference to a lack of
spirituality, our indifference to a lack of progress
in divine things; to a lack of vision for the un-
saved; a lack of sight into the coming reality of
heaven, hell, judgment, etc.

1. Break Our Spiritual Contentment with a
Form of Godliness: It will break our contentment
with the service without the glory; the organiza-
tion without the divine presence; the carrying on
of services without souls being born into the king-
dom, etc.

I11. Break Through to the Fountain of Our

Tears: How hard our hearts become. But the
Kib e, reading it, mastering it, absorbing it through
meditation, will break the fountain of tears of
penitence, of sympathy, of concern for the un-
saved, of shouts of joy with the newborn souls.
It will let God get into the inner recess of the
heart life through tears of tenderness.
Then may the hammer strike us
now. Go to the source oi this power and glory.
Master the Word of the living God. Meet the
Christ in its pages. Follow its commandments
and do not forget its precepts. Let the hammer
fal Upon an indifferent heart.

Conclusion:

PRAYERMEETING SUGGESTIONS

Lewis T. Corlett

(Note: The material that we are supplying for
this department is not all new material, but much
of it has been compiled, some of it adapted from
material read, some can be given credit to other
authors, but most of it has been adapted for our
own use; some is what has been w'orked out for
oui own prayermeetings; and all has been used
by us in prayermeetings that we have conducted
in iur various pastorates.—L. T. C.)

Essentials of Prayer
The Lord’s Prayer contains all the essentials of
true prayer and that is the chief message that
Christ has in giving it to the disciples for their
study and use. The following are given as sep-

(18)
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arate prayermeeting talks that have been very

he

o R LN R

is
1

Ipful and beneficial to the hearers.

Matt. 6: 9-13.

Faith— “Our Father, who art in heaven.”
Recognition of God.

Respect to God.

Acknowledgment of our relationship.
Father.”

Privileges of prayer—coming to a Father.
Recognizes the place of His headquarters.
Heaven also suggests our Father’s immensity,
sovereignty, spirituality, purity and majesty.
Expresses God’s responsibility as a Father to
look after His children.

“Our

Reverence— “Hallowed be thy name.”

An acknowledgment of God’s personality and
His attributes.

Placed first in prayer because the glory of
God is the chief end of being.

Describes the proper mental attitude for
prayer—meditation on the holiness of God.
This petition puts a disapproval on sin.

This attitude lifts one out of the ordinary
and puts him in a sacred atmosphere.

It lifts one out of himself and causes him to
be lost in God.

Makes the holiness of God the greatest part
of His majesty.

Hope— “Thy kingdom come.”

A desire for the spread of the gospel.

A longing for God to complete His work.
An active working as well as passive longing.
The basis of the missionary spirit.

An expectation that Jesus will come the sec-
ond time without sin unto salvation, as a
glorious King.

Submission—"“Thy will be done in earth, as it
in heaven.”

. A two-fold meaning—a prayer for the will of
God to be done in man. “This is the will of
God even your sanctification.”

Second meaning is the submission and-yield-
ing of one’s will, plans and ambition at all
times unto the will and plan of God.

This teaches humility, contentment, patience,
quiet subjection.

The Father's will is in being more than doing.
Not a passive attitude but take the attitude
of the angels in heaven in the carrying out of
the Father’s will—they do God’s will zealous-
ly, perfectly, orderly, constantly, cheerfully.

©
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This is a petition for energy and grace to do
it in the most efficient manner.

This leads to mature development in things
of God.

Trust- “Give us this day our daily bread.”
Salvation is not only spiritual but also very
practical.

Signifies that God is interested in the material
battles for physical existence.

Denotes a reliance upon God’s promises and
providence. It makes God’ relation imme-
diate and His goodness very direct and per-
sonal.

Depend upon, wait upon, trust God for daily
needs.

“Give us,” signifies interest in the other per-
son too.

Forgiveness— “Forgive us our debts, as we for-

give our debtors.”
1. Forgiveness is a favor, not a claim.

2

3

. This is a condition on which the heavenly
Father extends forgiveness to His children.

. While sinners, people are in debt to divine

justice, after a person is forgiven he isin debt

to divine mercy, and the debt keeps enlarging

so that man is a continual debtor to God.

A Christian’s devotions must begin with char-

ity to others.

A plea for the blood to cover all inaperson’s

life continually.

Nehemiah prayed this kind of a prayer also.

This is a prayer for sustenance of the soul.

Dependence, Protection—“Lead us not into

temptation but deliver us from evil.”
1. God doth not tempt but suffers us to be

2

7.

tempted.
. This is not just a petition to escape tempta-
tion but rather for guidance in the hour of

temptation. Same thought expressed in 1
Cor. 10: 13.
An appeal for sustenance and strength in

hour of temptation.

Implies God’ ability and willingness to de-
liver.

Protection from evil is the promise to the
sons of God.

Christians should expect this protection at all
times.

God likes to be reminded of the dependence
of His children.
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Praise— “For thine is the kingdom, and the
wer, and the glory forever.”

All true prayer ends in praise.

The joy of the consciousness that God has
heard.

The pleasure from assurance that He will un-
dertake.

The happiness that comes from the presence
of God in the vicissitudes of life.

Praise is the language of the soul in com-
munion with God.

Praise is the culminating point of prayer.
When one prays through, the burdens lift,
the skies clear, and the bells ring in the soul.

The following four divisions on the subject of
mptation were given to four different people

who gave very helpful talks on each and proved
a benefit to the hearers.

Temptation
What is temptation ?
How is man tempted?
Overcoming in temptation.
Benefits of temptation.

Who Is the Holy Spirit?

The Spirit (1 Cor. 2: 10).

The Eternal Spirit (Hebrew's 9: 14).

The Spirit of the Living God (2 Cor. 3:3).
The Spirit of His Son (Gal. 4: 6).

The Spirit of Jesus Christ (Phil. 1: 19).
The Spirit of Promise (Eph. 1: 13).

The Spirit of Truth (John 14: 17).

The Spirit of Grace (Hebrews 10: 29).

The Spirit of Life (Romans 8: 2).

The Comforter (John 14: 26).

The Believer’s Walk
In Newness of Life (Romans 6: 4).

Honestly (Romans 13: 13; 1 Thess. 4: 12).
By Faith (2 Cor. 5: 7).

To Please God (1 Thess. 4: 1).
In Love (Eph. 5:2).

In Wisdom (Col. 4: 5).

After the Spirit (Romans 8: 1).
Worthy of God (1 Thess. 2: 12).
Worthy of the Lord (Col. 1: 10).
Worthy of Our Vocation (Eph. 4: 1).
In Christ (Col. 2:6).

With Christ (Rev. 3:4).

SEED THOUGHTS
W. W. Baker

Subject: God’s People
In times past were not a people, but now are

the people of God (1 Peter 2: 10).

Introduction

Shall we notice who God’ people are.
I. God’s People Are a Separate People

'Illustrations:

, (1) Abraham had to be separated from
the Ur of Chaldee.

(2) Israel had to separate from Egypt.

(3) Ruth separated from Moab.

(4) Paul said “Come out from among
them, and be ye separate, saith the
Lord, and touch not the unclean and
I will receive you.” 2 Cor. 6: 17.

1. They are separated (from) the world.

2. They are separated (unto) God.

a. Many times we forget that we are
separated (to) something as well
as (from) something.

b. We are separated unto a life of:
(1) Devotion to God.

(2) Toil and sacrifice in His holy
cause.
(3) Of suffering.
(4) Of prayer.
Il. God’s People Are a Holy People

1. Our very call to God demands that we
be holy. *“As he which hath called
you is holy, so be ye holy.”

2. Our acceptance with the Lord demands
that we be holy. “That the offering
up of the Gentiles might be made ac-
ceptable, being sanctified by the Holy
Ghost.”

3. The fact that God’s people shall abide
with Him forever demands that they
shall be holy. “Blessed are the pure
in heart for they shall see God.”
Heaven would be misery to an unholy
soul.

4. The presentation of ourselves to Christ
in that final day, as His bride, de-
mands that we be holy. “Christ also
loved the church and gave himself for
it, that he might present it to himself
a glorious church, not having spot or
wrinkle, or any such thing; but that
it should be holy and without blem-
ish.”

5. God’ people are holy in a twofold sense.
a. Holy outwardly in life.

b. Holy inwardly in heart.

Ill. God’s People Are a Suffering People

1. Israel was a suffering people.
Illustrations:
a. lsaiah was sawn asunder.
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. Daniel was cast into the lions’den.

c. The three Hebrew children were
cast into fiery furnace.

d. Jeremiah was cast into a well and
left to die.

Moses well knew that God’s people
were a suffering people. “Moses
chose rather to suffer affliction
with the people of God than to
enjoy the pleasure; of sin for a
season.”

2. The Christian people have been a suf-
fering people. Early saints were mar-
tyred, burned at stake, crucified, fed to
lions, beaten, imprisoned. Might we
not also expect to be a suffering peo-
ple for His sake?

IV. Gon’s People Are a Sacrificing People

1. They have presented themselves unto
God a “living sacrifice.” They will
risk their lives for their God (mis-
sionaries) .

2. God’s people sacrifice to support His
holy cause. No people on earth so
willing to sacrifice as God’s people.
They give: Liberally, joyfully, hilar-
iously.

V. God’s People Are a Praying People

1 If it had not been for God’s praying
people it seems that God might have
forsaken this world long ago. Have
they not held this world steady?

2. Every great revival has been brought
to pass through the prayers of God’s
people.

3. Every spiritual church is kept spiritual
because of the prayers of God’s people.

V1. God’s People Are a Blest People
1. The happiest people on earth are God’s
people. His holy joy rules their lives.
2. They may be mistreated, persecuted and
cast out, yet happy.

Illustrations:

a. They stoned Stephen to death but
his face shone like that of an angel.

b. Martyrs shouted while they burned
at stake.

c. God’s people today are happy in
the face of a “depression!” and
hardship. They are happy in the
midst of trial and test and heart-
ache.

VIlI. God’s People Are a Mighty People
1 They have been small in number but
no opposing force has ever been able
to put them down.
2. Solomon said, “Mighty as an army with
banners.” Come home from battle
waving banners of victory.

3. Nothing in any age has ever been able
to withstand them.

a. To Israel God said, “None shall
be able to stand before thee all
the days of thy life.”

b. The early Church faced an age of
heathenism, superstition, idolatry
and wickedness. Yet they moved
forth a little band to conquer the
world and have planted Christian-
ity in every land on the face of
the earth.

c. One man and God has always been
a majority.
Illustrations:
ley.

God’s People Are an Overcoming People

1 They have already overcome the world,
the flesh and the devil.

2. They shall in that last day overcome
with their Lord and Master when the
last conflict is fought and Satan and
his hosts are cast into hell to work
their works of sin no more forever.
Aren’t you glad you belong to a peo-
ple like that? If you haven't joined
their ranks as yet, better join them
now!

Knox, Luther, Wes-

VIII.

Subject: Things That Hinder the Soul From
Finding God
I. Things that Hinder People trom Getting

Saved .

1. Refusing to forsake sin.

2. Not willing to take the narrow way.

3. An unforgiving spirit.

4. Not willing to make restitution.

5. A spirit that delights in saying, doing
things that are mean, small and contemp-
tible.

6. A spirit that trifles with God and is ir-
reverent.

7. An evil tongue.

Ashamed of Christ and God’s people.
9. A lack of determination in sticking to it
until they have prayed through.
Il. Things that Hinder a Soul from Getting

©

Sanctified

1 Not walking in all the light of justifica-
tion.

2. Failing to walk in light of sanctification.

3. An unwillingness to consecrate all on
God’s altar.

4. A failing to die out to carnality.

5. Failing to “tarry until” the work isdone.

Subject: The Challenge of the Age
A People With:
1. Courage.
2. Convictions.

(21)
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Sincerity.

Honesty.

The Holy Ghost on them.
Zeal.

Depth.

a. Of experience.

b. Of character.
Longsuffering.

9. Determination.

~No ok w

o]

ILLUSTRATIVE MATERIAL
Compiled by J. Gienn Gould

Choose Ye This Day

F. Luke Wiseman, in his recent biography of
Charles Wesley, tells of a most momentous deci-
sion which young Charles was forced to make
while yet a schoolboy. He says, “A wealthy rel-
ative, Mr. Garrett Wesley, with considerable es-
tates in Ireland, wrote the Rector of Epworth
(Charles’ father) if he had a son named Charles,
as he himself wished to adopt a boy of that Chris-
tian name. Ascertaining the fact, he sent money
for some years toward Charles’ education. In
process of time he came to London, saw Charles,
took to him, and confirmed the proposal he had
made to the boy’s father. The father and mother,
strangely enough, referred the decision to the boy.
Surely it was the tide which taken at the flood
would lead on to fortune! Here was a golden
opportunity to the well-born, but very poor West-
minster scholar to fill a role for which his school
training had been definitely directed. He could
now become a gentleman, take his place among
the great of the time, and so gratify his social and
aesthetic proclivities; and later he would probably
have ample opportunity of using his talents by
serving his country in some distinguished position.
The alternative was to carve out his career with
none able, however willing, to help him; the cer-
tainty of facing poverty, with the possibility of
continuing in it to his life’s end. Would the
youth of the twentieth century take a moment to
decide? Would he not be urged by his friends to
recognize the hand of God and the answer to a
mother’s prayer? But Charles Wesley had not
read the story of Moses’ choice in vain. He de-
clined the offer, and his brother John, now at
Oxford, remembering the night of the fire (in the
Epworth rectory), far from blaming his brother,
speaks of his decision as a ‘fair escape.’

“To pursue the result for a moment. Garrett
Wesley adopted another relative, Richard Colley,
who took his benefactor’s name and succeeded to

his estates while Charles Wesley was still at Ox-
ford. In process of time, Colley was raised to the
peerage as Baron Mornington. His son became
Earl of Mornington. The carl’s eldest son was
the Marquis Wellesley, the conqueror of India,
and his third son, the Duke of Wellington, the
victor of Waterloo. Charles Wesley on the other
hand became the poet of the evangelical revival,
with a' sway in the religious world still greater
than/that of his illustrious relatives in the polit-
ical. What an issue to hang on a schoolboy’s
choice!”

If Ye Forgive

A poor, ignorant old colored man, who had
been a slave, came to Miss M. Waterbury, a mis-
sionary among the freedmen, and asked to be
taught to prav. She began to teach him the
Lord’s Prayer, sentence by sentence, explaining it
to his entire satisfaction until she came to the pe-
tition on forgiveness. “What dat mean?” said
he. “That you must forgive everybody or God
will not forgive you.” “Stop, teacher, cant do
dat,” and he went away. After vacation he ap-
peared again, saying, “Now go on wid dat prayer;
| done forgive him. Ole massa once gib me five
hundred lashes, and hit me wid a crowbar, an’
t’row me out for dead, and | meet him an’ said,
‘How’d ye?” Now go on wid dat prayer.”—The
Bible Today.

Give, and It Shall be Given Unto You

| visited the Mediterranean Sea, and viewed the
remains of the nations which have made the bulk
of the history of the race.

On the opposite sides of that famous sea | saw
two rivers, from which | drew a parable regarding
the generosity of my friends. Flowing into the
Mediterranean from the north is the Italian Po,
and from the south is the African Nile.

The Po is a provincial stream, the Nile is a
continental river. The Nile is ten times as great
as its little neighbor, and is known around the
world as a marvel. Yet at the end of its course,
when it comes to pour itself out in death into the
great sea, as we shall pour ourselves out at the
ends of our courses into the ocean of eternity, it
dies poor. It has little left of its resources to
pour. In that hour the insignificant Po is as rich
as the Nile.

The reason is that the Po is a tightwad stream.
All the water that flows into it is carried on un-
diminished to the end. Like the Scotchman of
our modern mythology, it is frugal to a fault. It
celebrates Thrift Week every week. It needs not

(22)
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to set any time apart for such purposes.
dies rich.

Far different the sort of life that is led by the
Xile. Throughout the thousands of miles of its
course the Nile constantly gives off of its re-
sources. It lives to serve. It is a philanthropist
to the burning atmosphere of equatorial Africa,
which it blesses with its evaporation. Through
irrigation its alms are so vast that Egypt is called
the rift of the Niie. At Cairo | calculated that a
cubic mile of water flowed there every week
within Nile banks. Yet so generously are those
waters given off to bless the parched land that
v,hen it reaches the end of its long career, the
Xile is as poor in its death as the Po.

While it is not an evil thing to die rich, yet |
would rather live rich. 1 should rather have much
and give most of it away as need appeared than
have as little as the Po and keep it all till I died.

So it

1 admire the spirit of the Xile.—John Andrew
Holmes, in Homiletic Review.
The Tidy-Man

We recently watched him move in and out

among the benches of Lincoln Park, the old tidv-
man. He had a great bag at his side, a sharp-
pointed stick in his hand with which he impaled
the bits of paper left there by all too careless
loungers. He was aged and bent and moved
s’cwly at his task. What a change his slow course
made! Before him was a repulsive litter; behind
him, naught but the green sward. He earned the
meager salary that was his—earned it and more,
for he was tidying up, and anyone engaged in
tidying should be paid well for his work. We
have seen the tidy-man often, and never cease to
be thankful for his presence, his bag, old scrap-
paper and sharp stick.

We have seen him in another realm. He was
also old and bent and apparently past his day of
usefulness. On the contrary, he w-as the most use-
ful man about. With his pleasing smile, his hand-
clasp accompanied with cordial greeting and a
word of sympathy, he was constantly at the task
of tidying up. There is so much litter of cruel
words, careless acts, and thoughtless jests, that
leave a par.g or carry a sting. Our old friend,
knowing this, gives himself unremittingly to the
removing of little misunderstandings, alleviating
little hurts. He stops at one place to inquire
about the sick within; he next lingers to soften
the disappointment of a little child, and soon after
smi'es away the cross expression on the face of a
petulant schoolgirl.

And thus he goes from day to day, clearing
away the litter of the world, manufacturing sun-
shine, and substituting happiness and cheer for
sorrow and disappointment.

The tidy-man—God bless him -=Homiletic Re-
view.

There is a Way That Seemeth Right

All trolleys leave the terminal in Uniontown,
Pa., over the same track, but soon those for Con-
nellsville turn to the left and those for Browns-
ville to the right.

A traveling salesman boarded the Brownsville
car, paid his fare to “the end of the line,” and
immediately busied himself w'ith orders and re-
ports, continuing thus absorbed in his business
until the conductor announced: “Brownsville. All
change!”

With a look of surprise, the passenger inquired:
"Did you say Brownsville?”

“Yes, sir. Brow'nsville, the end of the line.”

Cursing his luck for the fact that he had wasted
two hours of time and missed an appointment, he
paid his return fare, and settled himself for an
extra two hours’ ride to Connellsville, via Union-
town.

The vital question in life is not the condition
of the road, but the destination. Does the road
over which we are traveling lead to the proper
terminal?

“There is a way that seemeth right unto a man,
but the end thereof are the ways of death” (Prov.
14: 12).—Homiletic Review.

The Background of Saul’s Conversion
A thing may seem sudden in its manifestation,

and yet there may have been long preparation for
it. The -actual happening may be instantaneous,
and yet it may have been the result of forces
which had long been at work. The lightning flash
is a sudden, instantaneous thing; but for hours
before it smote the heavens like a sword, the dark
and menacing clouds filled with storm and tem-
pest had been gathering. Spring sometimes comes
upon us with a kind of burst. But even in the
winter months the buds are forming which are
ultimately to open into leaf. And later on when
the more genial winds and rains come the sap will
rise, the trees will clothe themselves in all their
spring glory. There was a rock at the entrance
to New York harbor which, because of the ships
which had wrecked themselves upon it, they called
Hell Gate rock. To make the harbor safe the au-
thorities determined it must be removed. So the
engineers got to work on it. From a dozen dif-
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ferent directions they drilled and bored into that
rock. Nothing was apparently happening during
the months they were busy on that work. But
one day somebody touched an electric button
which fired the charges which the engineers had
laid in the holes they had drilled, and Hell Gate
rock went up in a thousand fragments. The out-
break of the war in 1914 was, from one point of
view, sudden. No one expected it. Tourists from
Britain and America thronged the continent. And
yet anyone who reads Viscount Grey’s “Twenty
Years” knows well that it really wasn’t sudden.
For all those twenty years the forces had been
gathering which issued in the explosion of 1914.
Behind what we consider sudden events there may
be quite a long history. It was like that, | be-
lieve, with the conversion of Saul.—Dbpr. J. D.
Jones.
The Soul’s Anchor

In a simple little country chapel on the coast of
Maine the only symbol is a ship’s anchor, painted
on the wall back of the pulpit at the focus of at-
tention. It is a fisherman’s village. Most of the
worshipers in that little church have either experi-
enced storms at sea in which life itself hung in
the balance for terrible hours, or suffered the anx-
ious vigil of the fisherman’s family while the
howling gale warned of the deadly peril of loved
ones on the sea. By unerring instinct they chose
that symbol of an anchor to rest their eyes and
steady their faith in hours of worship. No other
symbol, the cross, crown, shield, star, open Bible,
or what you will, could possibly be so challenging
or meaningful in a fisherman’s church as that
great sturdy anchor, though as pure art it is
crudely done. Thoughtless visitors may laugh at
it, but the home folks never weary of it. With
every passing winter its precious meaning grows
on them, enriching their experience of religion.
They could not put in words all that it symbo-
izes, but in general it sums up all the invisible re-
sources of their faith, the glorious gospel of the
blessed God. It means the rescuing hand of the
Christ who saved Peter from drowning. It means
the infinite love of a Father God, who never for-
gets those who go down to the sea in ships. It
means anchorage for prayer. It means peace in
the storm, relief from heart-breaking worry. It
means something a bit different after every test
of faith.—G. W. Fiske, inthe Religious Telescope

“You are called to do all you can, be it more
or less. And the more we do we feel how little it
is."—John Wesiey.

(24)

THE CHRISTIAN’S HOPE

Roy L. Hollenback

Beloved, now are we the sons of God, etc. (1
John 3: 2, 3).

This text speaks of the hope which the Christian
has. Let us look at this hope a little closely, and
we will see that

I. It ls a Threefold Hope
“We shall see him as he is.” Not as He
* was in His humiliation, but as He is in
His glorification.

2. “We shall be like him.”

3. “It doth not yet appear what we shall
be.” While the former things are known
concerning our inheritance, there are still
many things that we do not know. This
unknown part of our heavenly inheritance
is said by Paul to be “an exceeding and
eternal weight of glory.” “Eye hath not.
seen,” etc.

II. 1t Is a Hope W hich the New B irth Brings
It is based upon our relationship to Him as
“sons of God.” With this Paul also agrees
in the statement, “If children, then heirs,” etc.
Not all persons, then, who hold such a hope
really have a right to claim it. “Everybody
talkin’ about heav’n aint a goin’ there,” is
quaintly Southern, but is fearfully true. Let
us notice the following qualifications of son-
ship:

1. If children of God you have been “born
again.”

2. If children of God you are led by the
Spirit (Rom. 8: 14).

3. If children of God you do not commit
sin (1 John 3:9).

4. If children of God you overcome the
world (1 John 5: 4). The new birth has
power, assurance and victory in it.

1, This Disposes All W ho
to “Purify Themselves”
While the title to our heavenly inheritance is
given at the time we become children of
God, a pure, holy character is the fitness for
its possession.

1 “The pure in heart” are the only ones
who shall see God.

2. “Every one” (without an exception) who
shares this hope will seek for this purity.

3. The measure and standard of this purity
is, “Even as he is pure.”

Hope Possess It

Closing Application: The degree of our hope
of heaven, and the reality of it, can be measured
by the energy with which we apply ourselves to
be holy in heart and life. If you are indifferent
to holiness the hope of heaven is not a very real
and living thing to you.
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PRACTICAL

MAKING A MINISTER

Paul S. Hinl

The Realm of Spirit
ROUND us is a universe, the nature of
l N which is twofold — matter and spirit.
The chemical world, or world of mat-
ter, follows well ordered laws of operation known
as natural laws. So also the spiritual realm is
governed by laws at once real and rigidly true.

The material realm is no small thing. God
made it. It is vast and massive, but also delicate
and intricate. It is so wonderful that many sci-
entists spend their lives studying some small part
of it, concerning themselves with the laws of
matter even to the exclusion of the higher laws of
spiritual things.

The minister of God deals with things of the
spirit. The whole realm of human spirits is his
to deal with. He must also deal with the things
of the Holy Spirit, for that which is committed
unto him. The minister has the unique position
of living in a material world while he deals in
spiritual things.

It is not the fact that he is an organizer or
financier that distinguishes the minister, it is his
spirituality. Not alone his natural goodness or
abilities as a speaker, but his spirituality. The
minister must possess spirituality, for he deals
with spiritual things.

It is a good thing to be able to distinguish be-
tween human spirits and the Spirit of God. He
will meet human spirits that are strong, and some-
times these strong spirits will claim divine leader-
ship in advancing their own selfish interests. The
minister of God should recognize them for what
they are, and act accordingly. The ministerial
gift of spiritual discernment may be developed
until it is a fairly reliable guide, but there is the
danger that in its development the minister him-
self shall be entangled with his own human spirit,
rather than running free and clear in the Spirit of
God. Let us all remember that we have our own
spirits to contend with as well as the spirits of
other men, many of whom have not yet been
“made perfect.”

The big job is to get the spirits of men into
contact with the Spirit of God, to make the whole
realm of spiritual things real to men who are liv-
ing in a material world that is sodden with money
getting and selfishness. It is not enough that a
man realize that he has a spirit that the material
world cannot satisfy. He must be brought into
contact with the Spirit of God, the Spirit of Life,
where he will find satisfaction and rest for his
soul. This is the minister’s job, and he must live
a spiritual life and preach spiritual things in order
to accomplish it. Failure is sure to accompany
the minister who is interested only in the financial
condition of his church and preaches only on ma-
terial things. [ ] <

To thrust the importance of spiritual things
upon a congregation of worldly minded people is
not an easy matter. It takes courage and a well
defined purpose, and neither courage nor a well
defined purpose come to the minister over the
thin air without solicitation or effort. The pur-
pose to get spiritual truths upon a worldly minded
congregation nearly always is the result of a bur-
den carried cn the minister’s heart. The minister
has felt the need of spiritual things for his church.
He has sensed its lack, grieved over its absence,
wept in secret over the situation, and called on
God in the night lime to help him stop the rising
tide of indifference. He has visualized his church
empowered with the Holy Spirit. His heart has
yearned for the people he loves better than his

own life. His cry is “spirituality, spirituality.”
Nothing less will satisfy. He must have God to
the rescue. The minister who gets a burden for

spiritual things on his heart is ready for spiritual
service. He has entered the spiritual realm. He
can deal in spiritual things.

The most of us are too materialistic. We are
prone to deal more with matter than with spirit.
Our thoughts and conversation are too far re-
moved from heaven and spiritual things. We need
to break up before God and stay in His presence
till the spiritual realm becomes as real to us as
the material realm which we can see and handle.
If we are to deal in spiritual things we must be
spiritual.
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Memory

OME years ago a little girl said to me, “There
Sare three things we can't remember; we can’t
remember when we were born, we can’t remember
the first thing we ever thought of, and we can’t
remember the last thing we are thinking about.”
The little girl said it in a very childish way, with-
out any thought that she was expressing anything
philosophical, or deep.

| have frequently thought of that childish say-
ing. After all memory deals with the events of
our conscious life and is limited in its scope. Our
birth is a matter of our knowledge, but not of
our memory. The fact that we are here, alive,
gives us the knowledge that we have been born,
but the event itself happened before we were able
to grasp the processes of our birth, therefore we
cannot remember it. It is possible that the first
thing we ever thought about made some impres-
sion on our nerve centers, but that impression
was so feeble, and that process of first thinking
so near to animal instinct, that we feel quite safe
in placing the first thing we thought about beyond
the realm of possible memory. The last thing we
ever thought about is in the immediate present
and affords no place for memory, because memory
deals with the past rather than with the immedi-
ate present.

Memory covers only our conscious history.
Things that happened before we were born are
not within the range of our memory. Events pre-
vious to our birth have been told to us, and we
have learned them, and they are part of our
thought life, but what we remember is not the
event itself but the relating of the event to us.
The event happened before our memory began,
the relating of the event to us was a matter of
our thinking and memory, and therefore is re-
corded in our memory. | do not remember
George Washington for he lived and died before
my time. But | do remember being told of him,
and my knowledge of him is altogether limited to
what | have been taught about him.

This limitation of memory excludes many things
that are well within the realm of our knowledge.
When God said to the rich man in hell, “Remem-
ber,” it is quite possible that his range of ac-
countability was limited to his own mental and
spiritual processes. He remembered that he had
been rich, for that had been his lot during his
earthly career. He remembered that Lazarus had
been poor, for he had seen his poverty. He re-
membered his attitude toward the poor beggar,

for he had selfishly withheld his wealth from the
suffering man. The whole range of his earthly
activities was his to remember. He could remem-
ber his opportunities, his choices, desires, pride,
selfishness and the whole history that he himself
had made for his soul. The entire total of those
events and decisions, emotions and desires by
which he had shaped his soul for eternity were
his to remember. He was not called upon to re-
member the rise of the Roman power, though that
might have been a matter of knowledge to him,
but he was called to remember that the Roman
power gave him opportunity for money making
and debauchery, and that this opportunity had
been used to the sacrifice of his better self, while
his lower nature had fattened into corruption and
selfish grandeur. His memory traveled the road-
way between his birth and death, and in that
roadway were all his soul’s activities. His was
not a pleasurable memory. His choices had led
him into hell. Even the things that were pleas-
urable after a physical and sensual nature while
he was on earth now swung back their taunting
with regret and sadness. God told him to “Re-
member,” and the command of God he could not
escape. He remembered.

When we ministers think seriously, and consider
that we must remember; that there are processes
going on within us that most surely are becoming
a ground for future memory; we should be care-
ful for our own sakes of what we think, and what
we feel. We had better lay up the memory of
honest effort to help, even though it keep us un-
known and little in the sight of our brethren,
than to rise to fame on selfish ambition, ruthless-
ly trampling over the hearts of the people while
we climb the ladder of earthly success. Such a
process will surely sting us in eternity when God
says, “Remember.”

Blessed is the minister who has happy thoughts
about his yesterdays. We mean those yesterdays
of soul making, those yesterdays when right in-
stead of fame was chosen, those yesterdays wdien
in the battle of life we took the rugged way with
Jesus, and turned a deaf ear to the jeers or ap-
plause of a sin burdened world that we were try-
ing to point to the Lamb of God.

The Pastor and His Own Soul
The following is a book report on Thomas
Hamilton Lewis’ new book entitled “The Minister
and His Own Soul” with a few comments and
personal touches by L. W. Collar.
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HE old adage that a good shoemaker may
be known by his barefooted children, de-
I pended on the reasoning that a good shoe-
maker would be so busy making shoes for his
many customers that he would have no time to
make any for his children. There may be some-
thing in it. Good craftsmen usually look out for
themselves last. Their devotion to the public may
not be wholly altruistic, but it deserves and usual-
ly receives the reward of success.

But there are instances where the assumption
will not hold. Sometimes good service to the
public is not possible without good service to
one’s self first of all. The minister is an outstand-
ing example of this. He serves the public more
by example than by precept. In fact the public
refuses to accept his service at all unless his prac-
tice conforms to his precept. Many a good ser-
mon is wasted, not because it goes over people’s
heads, but because it is trampled on daily by the
preacher’s walk and conversation.

The primary concern, therefore, of ministers, as
of other men, and, indeed, more than other men,
is personal goodness. Ministers like other men
have

“A never dying soul to save
And fit it for the sky.”

If their own soul is not right, they will be wholly
wrong as individuals and as ministers blind lead-
ers of the blind..

Another assumption not always remembered by
the minister or his critic, is that the minister has
the same fight against the world, the flesh and the
devil as all good men must wage. It is true the
minister’s incentive to goodness concerns more the
larger opportunities of times and occasions than
any other man, but this very fact makes his con-
test all the more severe. His sense of sin grows
keener as his incentive to holiness deepens. His
opportunities rebuke his omissions as additional
aggravations. He feels the pull of fleshly tempta-
tion as much as any man, and like Saint Paul, he
must buffet his body and bring it into subjection.
So that more than any other men his attainment
to vital godliness is a constant and strenuous war-
fare.

But there is a more serious aspect. A minister’s
own soul is, his vital self, to be saved, cultivated,
developed and brought to “the measure of the
stature of the fulness of Christ.” And it is more;
for all the power that he can employ asa minister
must come from the precious deposit in his own
soul of personal goodness.

No amount of work done for others will make
us good, and to neglect our own goodness makes
it impossible for us to help others. People may
for a time be deceived by a show of goodness,
but the insincere preacher is usually found out
and despised.

And the minister must have reserves of power
in his own spiritual life or he will labor in vain
no matter how busily. The sad fact is that min-
isters sometimes suffer this depletion, not only
without being aware of it or of its cause, but
while they are pursuing the best intentions.

It is tragic when a minister, praying so much
for others, finds his own prayers not moving his
own soul; preaching so much to others, and
bringing no message to his own soul; serving con-
stantly at the altar, and failing “to offer up sac-
rifices first for his own sins.” Power is the out-
come of what a man is, not what he has, certainly
that is true of spiritual power.

When ministers begin to feel or to fear that
they are not succeeding in their ministry, that
they lack power, they are too prone to look for
the cause in something outside of themselves. Per-
haps it is, they think, because they are not in the
right pastorate, or because their church is not
well located, or because they do not have adequate
modern equipment, or because their denomination
is too small to furnish them a suitable arena.
They hunt for a score of “becauses” to explain
their failure, when, perhaps (I will not say cer-
tainly, for there may be contributing causes that
make success more difficult than it need be), the
real cause of their failure is in themselves; they
have small success because they are small men,
and weak men in the essentials of power.

I have nothing at all to offer, in fact, but the
old, old truths familiar to everybody who has
lived long enough to know something about him-
self, and who is humble enough to acknowledge
what have been the chief causes of his most fre-
quent failures.

Every minister who would make a success in
his ministry, and who would have power, must
have a good disposition, must be a shining exam-
ple of love in action, must exhibit easily and al-
ways the poise that peace affords, musi be carried
forward and upward on the wings of optimism,
and must constantly exercise himself thereunto,
through all the varying, trying, painful experiences
of the minister’s life.
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I. A Good Disposition

“As God’s own chosen, then, as consecrated and
beloved, be clothed with compassion, kindliness,
humility, gentleness and good temper, forbear and
forgive each other in any case of complaint, as
Christ forgave you, so must you forgive. And
above all you must be loving, for love is the link
of the perfect life. Also, let the peace of Christ
be supreme in your hearts; that is why you have
been called as members of the one body. And
you must be thankful” (Col. 3: 12-17, Moffatt’s
Translation).

These five qualities named in the verses above
constitute a good disposition. These qualities de-
scribe character in its social relations, to one’s fel-
lowmen. Disposition lies in the way a man places
himself in social relations.

Let us notice these terms hastily—

1. Compassion—The Authorized Version says,
“bowels of mercies,” Revised Version—“A heart
of compassion,” and in Ephesians it is called ten-
derhearted. It is one of the most beautiful words,
and one of the most attractive qualities we know.
It is a delight to trace this word in the gospels as
applied to Christ, feeding the multitudes and hav-
ing compassion on the sick. “We have not a high
priest which cannot be touched with the feelings
of our infirmities.”

2. Kindliness is an active feeling, an impulse to
help, translated goodness and means to do good
to others

3. Humility—This is the method of expressing
the feeling—sympathetic and helpful impulses.

4. Gentleness is really tact. Many people spoil
benevolent efforts by blunders and by bullying
people. Blessed is the man who knows how to
do good tactfully.

5. Longsuffering is everywhere in the Bible ex-
hibited as one of the exalted attributes of God
and a cardinal virtue in men. Moffatt says it is
“good temper.” The root means, to boil, and is
prefixed by a word meaning long or slow and the
sum of it is to express restraint, the holding the
impulses under control; literally to come to the
boiling point slowly. This is a description of our
reaction to the treatment of others. Most of us
react too quickly. Others take a long time to
come to the boiling point. Their charity suffereth
long and is kind. When any of us are most like
this we are most like God. It reflects with shame
how many good things we have failed to bestow
on others because the lack of it in us. Success in
most instances is for the man who can continue

to be compassionate and kind in spite of the con-
tradiction of sinners. The final and permanent
victories are usually with the slow boilers, men
who can bold themselves well in hand in the most
eager contests, not easily excited and never re-
sentful when excited.

Can a man put on a good disposition when he
is not born that way? Yes, a good disposition
can be- acquired. Paul says, “By the grace of
God,a am what | am.” |If the grace of God can-
not change an ugly, hurtful disposition into a
helpful, beautiful one, how can we magnify the
grace of God as omnipotent?

A man’s success or failure as a minister turns at
last on his disposition. In spite of fine preaching
ability, and strong administrative capacity, there
are some ministers whom no congregation wants,
because their dispositions are ugly.

Just to keep sweet ourselves is the surest way
of making other people sweet. It is the best an-
tiseptic of the poison of biting tongues; it disarms
sermon critics, it neutralizes church quarrels, it
brings people to church and makes the minister a
welcome visitor in every home.

Il. Love in Action

A minister to be a real success must fall in love
with his work. It is love in action. Paul says,
“Put on certain qualities of the mind, but above
all put on Love.” This is the connecting link of
the other qualities. The Lord says, “Peter, lovest
thou me, more than these?” Jesus weighs every-
thing, and tests every disciple by His infallible
test of love. If a man’s love is right he will un-
derstand everything. The power that redeems an
individual, that keeps the disciple faithful, that
makes the apostle irresistible is “Love.” Love lifts
us to such exalted heights of loyalty that to live
is Christ and to die is gain. It is no longer that
we live but Christ liveth in us and thus becomes
the source and the secret of our energy. No sort
of special training will produce this kind of love—
it is the gift of God.

Love is unselfish and you can’t understand peo-
ple unless you study them unselfishly. Love is
tactful, gentle, and so gives access to individuals
without shutting them up in silence and rendering
them impervious to our persuasions. Never was
a truer philosophy uttered than when Saint Paul
said, “Though | speak with the tongues of men
and angels,” in pulpit and social intercourse and
though | understand all mysteries and all knowl-
edge. and have not love, | am become as sounding
brass and a tinkling cymbal. Love for God and
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your fellow man until it becomes a fascination, a
romance in your life. “Love never faileth,” and
the minister who loves his work will not fail.

If it is difficult, Ipve makes a way.

If it is unappreciated, love makes the reward
for itself.

If it is discouraging, love hopeth all things.

IIl. Poise of Peace

I would have supposed that of all things a
baseball player had to learn, he would know with-
out teaching how to stand on his feet. But |
read the other day that a certain player had
greatly increased his batting average by being
taught how to stand at the plate.

Standing on one’s feet, appears to be not the
simple, natural, untutored matter we assume it to
be, but an art to be learned by persistent and in-
telligent practice. | have observed the difficulties
young people encounter in learning to stand on
their intellectual feet. And | must confess from
self-experience to notice often with shame and
confusion what happens to a man when he loses
what we call self-control, or is unable to stand
securely on his spiritual feet.

Losing one’s balance is always attended with a
loss of power, and it is well that we look into this
matter of balance or poise. Have you ever
thought of peace as poise? There is scarcely any
word more commonly used in the Bible than
peace. It has many varieties and grades of mean-
ing. It was the common form of greeting and
farewell, uttered as lightly as our goodby and as
little consciousness of its real meaning. But Jesus
took the word peace and raised it from an ordi-
nary farewell to be His bequest, His last legacy
of immortal love. “Peace | leave with you.” It
is no light passing remark on the lips of Jesus.
The whole atmosphere is charged with significance.
He is not talking of the peace men think of so
much; but. “My peace | give unto you.” Not as
the world giveth, not the sort of peace the world
gives, but My own peace, given in My own way,
the real abiding, satisfying peace.

We must not think alone of peace in the neg-
ative, as the absence of strife and the discontin-
uance of war; for peace is one of the great con-
structive forces of the world and Jesus himself
was called the Prince of Peace. Peace conquers
men and will finally conquer the world. Just to
stop quarreling and fighting and hating is not nec-
essarily to reach the rest of the soul. But peace
is poise, and poise means weight. It means prop-
er balance.

If a wheel is not supported it can keep erect
only by motion. And if we do not wish to quell
all human activity we must adjust it and balance
it, so as to produce peace by its own movement.

Peace is the right adjustment of power to pro-
duce perfection. “Ye shall receive power, after
the Holy Ghost is come upon you.” How many
times the hasty words, the ill-considered actions,
the unjust judgments have been the result of be-
ing off our balance. And no wonder. It is a
great achievement to know how to walk, but to
learn to walk on a tight rope is difficult indeed.
For usually the minister is the leading man in the
community and what he says and what he does is
always printed in large type. If the congregation
falls off, if the budget is not paid, if some mem-
ber leaves the church, if the right officers are not
elected, the minister is somehow held to blame.

Then the minister needs helpful coworkers and
doesnt always find them. He pleads, he exhorts,
and still he is left to move the wheels of progress
alone. What he doesn’t preach isn’t preached,
and what he doesn’t do is not done. Added to
all this is his sense of his own unworthiness and
inefficiency, which he often knows better than
those who volunteer to tell him all about it. Is
it any wonder if he loses his balance, becomes
discouraged, exasperated and hopeless??

How may the minister in such cases maintain
peace? He must pray of course. He has a right
to ask the Master to give him that promised
peace. But after prayer he must remember that
peace is the result of the right adjustment of
power to produce perfection. He must make sure
that he himself is adjusted to the true source of
power and then let him adjust that power to right
sort of work and he will have peace that the
world neither gives nor takes away. He can say
with the old pilot on a stormy sea, “O Neptune,
you may save me if you will, you may sink me if
you can, but whatever happens | will keep my
rudder true.” That is peace.

How much time, how much labor is lost be-
cause of the lack of poise. A minister said, “We
are a sadly unbalanced class.” Ministers get dis-
couraged so quickly, get mad so quickly, get tired
so quickly. Don’t we know we can’t even walk
until we balance ourselves? Why should we ex-
pect to work until we get mental and spiritual
balance. If | am run against and knocked down,
I am not to blame unless | am jay-walking. But
if my inner balance is lost, it is my fault. Re-
member our spiritual balance is within us.
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A speaker’s power is sometimes in what he
doesn’t say. Proper restraint both in matter and
manner is power. Some preachers are eloquent
in their pauses. It is said of John Wesley that he
seldom raised his voice above the conversational
tone, or made a gesture, while many in his audi-
ence were being prostrated with overwhelming
conviction. We must not at any cost lose our
spiritual poise and hate harder than we fight.
Let the peace of Christ be the umpire in your
hearts.

IV. Optimism

Some people regard optimism as a word of an
extremist who does not deserve serious considera-
tion. However it is a good word and expresses
one of the finest and most helpful qualities of the
human soul. Of all the men the minister might
reasonably be expected to be an optimist. He
ought to be the most hopeful of men, the man
least discouraged by any present conditions and
most serene about those to come. Not an optimist,
be the optimist. The preacher of Jesus Christ
should be the cheerfullest worker on earth; no
union rules about hours, no disputes over wages,
no lay offs on account of lack of orders, no dis-
satisfaction about the firm, no strikes, no black
list; what an optimist the preacher should be.

And then, lastly, learn the art and cultivate the
habit of, “Be ye thankful.” Paul with all his la-
bors and all his hardships, had more to say about
joy and gladness than any other preacher. Joy
is found 62 times in the New Testament and Paul
uses it 28 of those times. Thankful is found 69
times and Paul used it 48 of those times. It was
not just a passing remark of his. Remember the
words of the Master, “In the world ye shall have
tribulation, but be of good cheer.”

A gloomy countenance and an ungracious man-
ner of speech are often a mere habit, and a dis-
contented worker is a poor worker. He is not
only gloomy himself but he is a cause of gloom
in others. He sees so many difficulties and so
clearly that he is defeated before he starts and
convinces his people that it is no use to start. He
kills the prayermeeting by scolding the few that
are present for the many that are absent. He
never raises the budget because he has persuaded
his people that it is too much for them to under-
take. He is never disappointed about anything
because everything is always fully as bad as he
expected.

Dead weight is very different from energy.

Physically a man may be a runt who in a fight
is a wild cat. Now this gladness, this exhilaration
of spirit that we call optimism is the physical
man’ push added to his dead weight. Optimism
is what adds the push. It puts thrill and vigor in
one’s personality. If the inspiration of Christ
dwells in you, if you have been filled and ener-
gized with the Holy Ghost and raised to the pow-
er of glad enthusiastic optimism, “One shall chase
a thousand and two shall put ten thousand to
flight.” Then your power will be reckoned by
your push, your own enthusiasm will kindle that
of others, your own power will be multiplied by
your companions; you will mount up on wings
as eagles, you will run and not be weary, walk
and not faint, “Laugh at impossibilities, and cry,
it shall be done.”

THE PASTOR’S SCRAPBOOK
I. L. Filynn
The Church at Work

HE Church is composed of its individual
Tmembers. The Church is like an individual,
composed of many members. If one member of
the individual becomes sick, it affects more or less
the whole person. It is true a finger, a toe or an
ear may bccome affected and the person continue
to work without much hindrance. But let a vital
part become affected, and the whole body becomes
sick and not able to function well, if at all. So
the church. Let the leaders become affected with
sin, or even get the “don’t cares,” not interested
in the work, it will affect the whole church. How
olten we have seen this take place. What a re-
sponsibility on each of us! James truly says, “Be
not many masters.” If you have too much re-
sponsibility ; too many offices to fill, and fail,
your failure cripples the work accordingly.

Seven Great Truths

There are seven great truths of historic Chris-
tianity for which we must stand as follows:

1. The authority of the Bible as the revelation
of God's will for the race, and of His plan for
saving mankind.

2. The doctrine of the Trinity.

3. The doctrine of the Incarnation — Christ
born of a virgin—God’ only begotten Son.

4. Sin, both (a) original and (b) actual overt
acts.

5. A Blood redemption—Jesus’ blood shed for
us on Calvary as man’s only way back to God.

6. A bodily resurrection.
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7. Eternal
lected.

A Noted Jurist on Testimony
"The law says a witness to a positive fact is
more credible than a witness to a negative fact.
Spiritual experts have as much right to testify to
spiritual things (an inward experience of grace)
as a scientific expert has to testify to scientific
things." Why not?

W here to Go
“In the secret of His presence,
How my soul delights to hide;
Oh, how precious are the lessons
That 1 learn at Jesus' side.
Earthly cares cannot vex me,
Neither trials lay me low,
For when Satan comes to tempt me,
To the secret place | go.”

“Gory Highways”

So heads an editorial in a daily paper referring
to those killed by automobiles in America. The
editorial says, “This country has engaged in six
major wars beginning with the Revolution. These
wars cost just about 300,000 American lives. But
during the last 15 years—a period of time just
about equal to that consumed by the six wars—
no fewer than 325,000 Americans have been killed
in automobile accidents.” Last year there were
about 30,000 killed by the automobile. Can we
contemplate what the death rate will be when
drink has fully come back!

What the Future?

"The membership of our churches today is be-
ing largely recruited from the boys and girls of
the Sunday school. If they come into the church
in the right way, well and good. If not, the sit-
uation is a perilous one, both for them and for
the church. Every child is born tainted in moral
nature, and as he reaches the at:ie of accountabil-

(1)

life after death—somewhere. — Se- ity he must choose for himself, he must be born

into the kingdom to be a part of it.”

Ri-v. E. H. Haymaker on Missions

"You may puzzle o’er their annals traced in mon-
olithic ruins,

Where the jungle twines its verdure o'er mystery
and throne,

Down across the lost millennia. Oblivion prevails

O’er the story of a glory that was once their
own,

But their day is dawning; God has heard their
bitter wail;

Rise, O rise, ye sons of glory, ye redeemed ol
Christ and free,

Break their chains, and set them singing in the
melody of love,

For the Indian’s redemption waits on you and
mel”

Dead
(Read Jude 1: 7.)
Death is a dissolution of body and soul, a sep-
aration. There is:
1. Physical death (Heb. 9: 27; Gen. 3: 19).
2. Soul death (Ezek. 18:4; Gen. 2: 17; Eph.
a1 5 14).
3. Twice dead, backslidden (Jude 12). So prod-
igal was alive in Father’ house, left, became

dead (Luke 15:24). “Came home *“alive
again.”
4. Second death (Rev. 20:14; 21:8). Second

death came as first. If second death is anni-
hilation, the first was also. The only differ-
ence in first and second death is the place
where the soul is cast.

5. Dead in pleasure (1 Tim. 5:6).
Gomorrah.

6. Carnal death (Rom. 8: 6).

7. Dead to sin (Rom. 6: 2).

8. Dead and hid (Col. 3:3). “And buried.”
The climax: "Christ in you the hope of glo-
ry.” Paul was crucified, dead (Gal. 2: 20).

Sodom and
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