

















HERALD of HOLINESS for April 28, 1915

A Conversation With Money

Written by Tuoatas Kaxe

while God is your Ownor, I con do as I

please with ypu while in my possession.
What are my relations to God in the use I
make of you?”’

“Your relations are those of ‘itewnrdshlp
You are a st.ewnrd for my use. In other words,
a trustee.”

“Am X a stewnrd for all of you that comes
into my possession or for only a part?”’

“For all, but your stewardship for one-tcnth
of your gains or income is very different from
that of the other nine-tenths.”

“In what respect is it different?”

“As evidence and acknowledgment of His
ownership of all that enables you to make
gains or have an income, God requires that
you return, pay back, as it were, one-tenth of
the increase by acting as His steward for its
use in making His other children in the world
outside of your own family and those naturally
dependent upon you better and happier.
tithe or one-tenth of your income Ged asks you
to regard as holy, and the use of it as an act
of worship, of divine service.’

“Can I worship and serve God by tho use of
money ¥’

“You'might well ask if you can truly wor-
ship and serve Him without the use of money.
Remember that I not only measure value, I am
a receptacle of value. Can there be any real
worship or service where there is no added
gift or sacrifice of value? Which has most
value, words or deeds? Praycrs for missions,
or money for missions? Words of sympathy
for the poor or money to buy the food and
clothing they need?’

“Don’t you believe in prayers for missions
and missionaries §”

“I most certainly do, but it must be real,
genuine prayer, not mere words and good
wishes. Mission schools, churches, hospitals,
and the necessary equipment for them, cost
money, and missionaries, teachers, physicians,
and helpors are as much entitled to liberal pay
for their work as you are. Prayer for the
success of missions, unless you give your full
share of money to enable them to succeed, is
exactly like counterfeits of me, they are of no
value. In giving of me for the success of
missions and other good causes you are acting
as a wise and faithful steward of God’s tenth
of your increase and at the same time you are
giving to your fellow men the only conclusive
evidence that your prayers are anything more
than words.”

“Is the amount of money we give from God’s
tithe to help in making his other children in
the world happier and better a correct value
measure of the good we do and the good we
receive in thus using it?’

“Emphatically no. The penny from the lit-
tle child’s dime; the ten cents from the clerk’s
or the laboring man’s dollar, which may repre-
sent o whole day’s work; the dollar, a dupli-
eate of me, the tenth of the lawyer’s or phy-
sician’s fee of ten dollars; or the thousand dol-
lars a year, are all on oxactly the same toot-
ing. They all represent sacrifice, o gift of
value. By the payment of God’s tithe each,
in addition to the act of worship, has made
acknowledgment, not in words only, but in
deeds, that God is the-owner of all that en-
ables Him to produce an income. As He ex-
presses it, ‘It is God that giveth thee power
to get wealth.”

“Is the tithe, \the tonth of our income, a
debt to God$” -

IN our prev,ious conversation, you said that

This .

*“Yes, and the payment 'of it by acting as
God’s steward in doing good with it is one of
the sweetest as well as the most enduring pleas-
ures in your lives.” .

“Are the people who spend one-tenth of .

their income doing the most good they can
with it, happier and more prosperous as a class
than others in like circumstances who do not?”

“Without question, Yes. I ought to know
and I do know. I know ‘who possesses me
and what is done with me. I know with what
interest they plan to use me wisely, and I
know the happiness, peace, and prosperity God
sends to those who use His share of me in
doing g

“Is not a desire for guin a low motive to
appeal to as an incentive for doing good 1’

“That depends entirely on what you want to
do with gain when you get it. If you intend
to spend your gains upon yourself or for self-
ish purposes, yes, it is a low motive. If you
desire gain that you may Le more useful, that
you may do more good, that you may be a
faithful steward for lurger amounts, your mo-
tives are high. and pure.”

“To what purpose snd causes~ wonld  you -

ndvise that I give God’s tenth of my income?”

“My mission as an agent and as a measure
of value naturally gives me a wide outlook.
Of course, it is the first duty of every
Christian to care financially for the support of
tho church of which he is 2 member. Beyond
that I am delighted to serve my posscssor as
an agent for his use of God’s tenth to®o any-
thing, yes, anything that in his judgment will
honor God as a faithful steward desiring to do
the most possible good wn‘.h God’s share of his
gains.”

“Your answers indicate that I am to be
guided by my own judgment in the selection
of objects to which to give the Lord’s tithe,
Do you mean just that without qualification $”

“In substance, Yes. You must never forget
that your stewardship for God’s share of your
gains is to God alone, not to other men, not
to the church nor to any cause of the church.
If you arc wise you will realize and act upon
the knowledge that team work with other stew-
ards in behalf of objects in which they and
you are alike interested will, as a rule, accom-
plish more and better results than individual
cffort, but you connot turn over to others the
responsibility for the wise use of God’s share
of your income.” .

Our Mission as a Church
Writen by J. B. McBribpr

TR mission as & church, as it appears to

the writor, is to spread scriptural holi-

ness over these lands: thus bringing a
full Gospel to a lost world. The inevitable
result will be the conversion of sinners and
sanctification of believers, the hsastening of
the end of the age, and coming of our Christ
in glory.

To spread scriptural- holirfoss necessitates n
clear, sensible, sane preaching of all the cardi-
nal doctrines of the Bible without mutilation,
or compromise, for all vital Bible dnetrines, no
matter from what point of salvation’s circum-
ference they start, trend toward holiness. - The
hub is the center of a wheel, and all spokes,
no matter from what point of the circle they
start, drive to the center.of the hub. Holiness
is the hub of God’s salvation; the spokes are

e

7

the doctrines, and drive to the center of the
hub — holiness. ‘

The Pentecostal Church of the Nazarene in
its mission, if it is carried cut under the aus-
pices of the Holy Ghost, will reindoctrinate .
the people, and holiness will be the outcome.
No greater mission was cver given to any
organization. In the historical pages of the old
Methodist Diseipline, which many of us loved

"so well, Mr. Wesley, stating the purpose for

which God had raised up himsclf and his
brother Charles, said that it was to “spread
scriptural holiness over these lands.” Thou-
sands of us wlo were Methodists of the Wes-
leyan type, with many brethren and sisters
whom God has given us from other churches,
with the same desire, experience, and mission
in life, have ussumed another name to ecarry
out the purpose for which God has saved and
called us.

Qur mission is not to build a strong, well-
manned and well-equipped ecclesiasticism, like
many of our sister organizations, that we may
cope with them and attract attention of worldly,
professed Christians, and swell our numerical
strength to the detriment of carrying out our
real mision.

The fields are white unto the harvest; sin-
nera arc going to hell; ‘church members in ali
churches grg hungry for holiness. Brethien,
let us preach Bible holiness! It brings con-
viction to believers for a deeper experience, and
meets the sinner’s ideal of a Christian life.
There is absolutely nothing in our way if we
keep filled with the Holy Ghost, and stick to
our job.

A church that has for its object the spread-
ing of scriptural holiness and the salvation of
the world, must have a ministry free from
office-seeking or the building up of reputations,
or coveting honor from men, or laurels from
the world. Tt must have a ministry burning
with the fire that is produced by the abiding
of the divine personality, the Holy Ghost, in
a passion for souls —a real soul-burden. The
chureh must also have a membership whol]y
ganctified, who bend every energy to the saving
of men; who are not concerned about mer-
chandising, fnrmmg, dairying, or following
any pursuit in life only to psy expenses, and
use their profits in the gpreading of holiness
to the ends of the earth. ‘At the very least
the tithe should be paid into the church for
this purpose, thus enriching them to all eter-
nity. We believe, however, in Mr. Wesley’s
gtatement relative to such maters: “Make all
vou can [logltmmte]y], save all you can, and
gwc all you can.” If all who are intorested
in the mission of our church would make this
the rule and practice of their life, "our debt
to the Publishing House would soon be paid,
our $50,000 slogan for missions would be real-
ized, the pastors, District Superintendents,
General Superintendenta, evangelists, and all
the claims of the church, including our schools
and rescue work, would be amply eared for,
and holiness soon belt the earth and our mis-
sion eulminate in the coming of Jesus. Then
we could exclaim with the Psalmist, “Holiness
beeometh thy house, O Lord, forever.” -
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Not alwaysds it good to have one's. wish;
What secmeth sweet full oft to, bitter turns;
Fulfilled desire hath made mine feyes to weep.
Therefore, O reader of these lines, if thou
Wouldst virtuous be and held by others dear
Wish ever for the power to do right.

—Lm*u\zmo pA VINCI.

What concerneth every man {8 not whether
he fail or succeed, but that he do his duty—,
Ian McMaclaren.
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