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Like a Retribution

HE gencral neglect of the Word of God by
so very many of the people of God, and so
generally by the pcople of the world, seems to
be meeting a just retribution in the sad work
of the eritics in so diserediting it for many
sad years past. Whether or not this work of
havoe in the general belief and reliance on
the Word of God has been allowed by the permissive will of
God in retribution of the woeful negleet of the Word, it is a
fact which can not be denied that this neglect is onc of the most
conspicuous and forbidding aspects of this age.

A mariner who would dare pilot a ship across the sea without
chart or compass; a guide who would attempt to pilot tourists
through the labyrinths of tortuous mountains and caves, and
the grand scenery and wonders of a foreign and newly disecov-
ered land, who had no knowledge by personal experience of the
country ; a stranger who was never in Rome who would*®propose
to be guide to the traveler through the Vatican and St. Peter’s
—these would be considered men deserving the severcst con-
demnation as false guides or positive frauds preying upon the
ignorance and credulity of the public.

Iow much better shall we consider those preachers wwho
propuse to lead men and women out of an unfriendly clime
and desert country where dcath alone threatens and awaits
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_them, into a country wholesome and with salubrious climate,

and full of fruits and flowers and fertility and wealth, who yet
know absloutely nothing of the way into or through that blessed
country? Such are those preachers who know not the Bible.
Such are those Christians who know not the Bible, for the mis-
sion of all saved people is to icad others into theé light, whether
they be preachers or laymen.

Blind leaders of the blind, is what these can alone be called
with truth. The time might have been when such ignorance
God would wink at, because Bibles were few, and extremely ex-
pensive to possess for one’s own. That time is now happily
passed forever. All men can now own this precious Book divine,
read it without let or hindrance, and obey its mandates nccord-
ing 1o the dictates of their own conscience. YWhat a legacy of
freedom this! How it should be prized! How it should be used
and onjoy_'ed! Yet what do we behold today? An ignorance of
the Word of God which is appalling and tragic. 2Men do not
know this Word. Women do not read this Word. A fcw read
it somewhat. Few read it seriously and prayerfully. A piti-
fully small number ponder it and “hide it in their hearts,”
that they may not sin against God. Few search the Word
daily and scan’its pages to see and understand the marvelous
revealments of this wonderful Book of God. Many preachers
aro ignorant of the Word. They hunt about for some isolated
text on which to preach a sermon, but digging down patiently
and laboriously, comparing Scripture with Scripturc, and
rightly dividing the¢ Word of Truth — this is a process and
a hard work to which many preachers are strungers, we
{ear.

It is no casy business to read nnd study the Word, No lazy
man can be a successful student of the Word. No superficial
or hurried man can be a successful student of this Book. It
takes time to understand it. It takes energy and self-denial
to get down into its depths where the riches are found, and
the honey out of the rock will drip to your touch and rcjoice
and bless and enrich the soul like the nectar of the gods. This

is thg kind of study we need to be widespread in the ranks of
the clergy and the laity if we would have a people strong in
the Lord and in the power of His might.

For n reformation in this matter of Bible
To study we must begin at the beginning. The

Begin preachers must begin by a diligent, persist-
at the ent, prayerful study of the Word, and by en-
Beginning riching their sermons with the Word, for

there i1s mnothing which so embellishes and
deepens and enriches and illuminates a ‘ser-
mon as a real insight into and grasp of this precious Word of
God on the part of the preacher. Hoe must literally be a man
of one book. This great Word of God must be his joy, his
meat and drink, his staff, his very life and flesh and spirit.

. - > l .y
Day and night he must pore over it. On his knees he must study it.

It must absorb him and monopolize his time and thought and en-
ergy and strength. This is the only book in the whole universe
about which we could give such advice, for it is the only book
which, if studied thus absorbingly, would not make one narrow.
You can not get narrow studying this Word. Take the greatest
Bible scholars today in the world and they will be found to
be the broadest men in the universe. Go listen to G. Camplell
Morgan, and behold o man who takes within the sweep of his
vision planets, systems, cycles, kingdoms, and universes. He
thinks in continents, and his heart pulsates in hemispheres. We
formed this judgment of him after reading his great books,
and hearing him preach and lecture ten days, and meeting him
socinlly, and ronversing with him. HHe impresses you with
wonder and awe and inspires you with the holiest ambition
to know and understand the Word as the greatest of God's
gifts to mortal men. You will feel instinctively without being
told o that this Word has made G. Campbell Morgan great and
broad and grand, and an inspiration to his race and his age. It
is true with any man who knows the Word, and has yielded his
soul and spirit and life absolutely to its way and its sway and
its power.

This Word of God broadens the human mind and renders
it more acute and more alert and more incisive and more deep.
There is nothing so rich as a mental tonic and brain food as
the Word of God. It only yiclds such benefits to those who
take it reverently as the very and inspired and authoritative
Word of God. No man who comes to it merely for its mental
and educational benefits can hope to thus selfishly use it, for
the blessing of God will not accompany such a profanation of
the Book divine. But come at it reverently ns the inspired
Word of God and it will quicken the human mind and enliven
tho intellect and arouse latent powers in the abysm of the
mind which otherwise would never have been reached at all. No
man is ever the same who once gets a true grasp of this Word.
No man ever sinks to the same level after once having beon
caught in the divine depths and immensity of the uttermost
significance and swecp and power of the holy Word of the
Living God. It makes over the man. It transforms character
and personality, and transfigures and ennobles the mental and
the moral and the spiritual being. Try it, ye preachers, called

. by the Father to preach the Word. This is all we are called to

preach, Nothing else is embraced in the commission by which
we are cu]lpd to the ministry. It is a ministry of the Word.
God belp us to be true to the Word.
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of the great war. He has tried to arouse the
nation to the danger in view of Germany’s
superior preparcdness and extreme activity and
aggressiveness. 1t remains to be seen whether
ultra conservative and staid England can be
aroused over anything, except the voice of the
rum oligarchy, which seems to have effectually
stifled the notes of warning given by thc na-
tion’s greatest men as to the greater menace
of the rum power. She heeds the protest
of her rum lords, and allows the murder-mills
to continue their work of death and damna-
" tion. -

Billy Sunday, in an address made to the
preachers of New York City, said to them that
“many of you don’t like my mannerisms.
Well, I don’t ike yours. Some of you don’t
like my methods. Well, T am not struck with
yours. So we're even there. Many of you can
preach the gospel better than I can, but you

an’t preach a better gospel. You want me
to put the soft pedal on Christian Science,
You want me to tell you what Christian
Scicnce is? It is threc per cent religion, three
per cent hypnotism, three per cent Hinduism,
and ninety-one per cent humbug. To hell with
this twentieth century religion!!”

Great Britain has recenstructed her Cabinet
to meet the exigencies of the war crisis. This
strikes us as a belated move, and that some-
thing of the kind needed to be donc some cight
or ten months ago. But this is none of our
business, we hasten to say, before somecbody
has time to tell us so.

Sceretary Bryan’s retirement from Mr. Wil-
son’s Cabinet was exceedingly unfortunate at
this juncture. [ It will, we fear, embarrass Mr.
Wilson in his adjustment of the Lusitania af-
fair with Germany. We can not blame Mr.
Bryan, however, for his course. We only re-
gret the necessity which seemed to compel him
to the course he adopted. A very strong man
has left the Cabinet and one whose place will
be hard to fill.

The Two Crowning Antipodes

There are mnot conceivable to the humaon
mind greater or more absolute antipodes than
sin and holiness. One is supremecly ugly and
grotesque, while the other is supremely beau-
tiful and glorious. The doctrine and teaching
and profession of holiness is attractive and
very beautiful. It is the exhibition of the
real thing in the life and spirit that is 80
entranaingly beautiful, and so attractive as to
draw men and women to it. It is this that
is found so hard to resist by the world and by
real Christians. FKEvangelical Messenger thus
points this distinction:

There is no ugliness "like the ugliness of
sin, and there is no beauty like the beauty of
holiness, the perfection of character. Holiness
of heart and life are essentlal to the perfection
of character. The most perfect morality and
the completest educational culture without the
grace of God in full control leaves the Indi.
vidual lacking in the one thing needful. The
beauty does not consist of outer adornments
It means first of all,”

“A hénrt {n every thought renewed,
And full of love divine;
Perfect, and right, and pure, and good.”

1t is one thing to preach and teach and pro—‘

fess holiness and quite another matter to pos-
sess and practice it. There is both strength
and beauty in the theory and doctrine of per-
fect love, but the strength and beauty' and

fragrance of holy living {8 what God requires
It i3 attractive to

and never needs a label.
saint and einmer. It is _far more convineing

. blessing.
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and persuasive than the most eloquent disserta-
tion. Argument may be met by argument with
even honors; but no adverse opinions or theo-
retical objections can stand in the presence of
the strength and beauty of the blameless IHfe
of the pure in heart.

On the other hand, nothing {s more incon-
gruous than a “loud profession” and a low
daily standard of living. To speak.against the
sufficlency of the Gospel to save to the utter-
most and ‘‘our sanctification,” as being the
will of God concernlng us, is hurtful; but to
teach and profess perfect love and them not
live up to that standard, to the best of one’s
ability, is far more detrimental to the cause of
God, than open opposition. But let it be re-
membered that there is no double standard for
the Christian life, one for those who place
special stress on the doctrine of entire sancti-
fication and another for such as do not specific-
ally teach or profess that grace. “Be ye holy,
for I am holy,” is God's standard for all His
children. .For one to think that because he
does not profess to have made the experience of
entire sanctification, therefore he is not under
that standard, is an entirely wrong conception
of Christian life. And it is just as erroneous
to thipnk that there is merit in teaching and
preaching and professing holiness, whether
living it or not.

Cheerfulness Cultivated

Why not cultivate cheerfulness? You doubt
whether it can be done? Well, the best way
to determine the matter is to make a thorough
trial. There is very much more in habit in
this matter than we sometimes suppose. Think
a moment of the injustice to others we prac-
tice in earrying our sorrows in our faces. You
will at least admit that we owe it to them to
make the attempt to dispense with the gloomy
face, just as far as it ia possible to do so.
Let us remember that we owe the world all the

sunshine we can give it and that in our eloom’

we are giving the world only shadows and sad-
ness and depression. Every other person has
all the sorrow he can ecarry, and he can not
manage to receive importations of this com-
modity from anybody else. Espccially has he
the right to expect some better thing from
those who have found the Lord in the fulness
of His saving power. Zion’s Herald says:

It was a principle with one of England’s
great modern artists never to reveal the fre-
quent moods of sorrow ta which his sensitive
temperament made him the victim, but rather
always to display a hrave and hopeful temper
—'"“to ease life for everyhody,” as he sajd. It
is a chivalrous way in which to bear one’s sel?
for the suke of the encouragement which even
the forced attitude of good cheer may bring.

There is a very subtle danger in sorrow;
it tends to magnify itself and to induce selfish-
ness. It pushes into the inner-eircle of all oc-
casions and declares its presence. We must
reckon with this, and not permit the thrusting
forward of gloom or grief.
to be made easier for everybody, for there is so
much in it that s disheartening at the best.
‘We all need to be heartened, and it is the
graclous ministry of many who feel the sorrow
of the wnrid most keenly to bear themsclves
so bravely that their very presence bhrings
In the process of encouraging others,
we ourselves become braver. One way in
which to prevent despair I8 to make life casler
for others by the assertion of what little brav-
ery we have at the moment. This act induces
courage. It also helps the battle for our
friends. .

The Vision of Christ

That poem-prayer of Frances Ridley Have
ergal is as pertinent ns beautiful, for it suits
the nceds of pilgrims here below as they jour-
ney toward the “city which hath foundations.”
It asks for needed lifé within — even the life
of Him who- gave Himself for us. It is ex-
pressive of that vision of the Christ we should

“have, and that Christ-life within which will

strengthen us with help divine and potent.

Life does need -

There is marvelous power in vision, especially
in right vision of the Christ who stands ever
ready to hear our call and to fly to our relief.

"It is the man of vision who is the man of

achievement, as a rule. The dull, unseeing
man, who plods along secing nothing beyond
his sorry present, who has no great outlook
beyond and asbove the surroundings, accom-
plishes just in proportion to his outlook, which
is very little and limited. For the greater vis-
ion let us pray until our vision takes in the
Christ above who ever liveth to make inter-
cession for us. An exchange says:

. A young American art student sat in a na-
tional art galléry in Europe, trying to copy a
famous painting by one of the old masters.
Day by day he patiently tolled at his easel,
but with fruitless results. His work was a
poor imitation of the original. One day he fell
asleep, and as he slept he dreamed. He
dreamed that the spirit of the old master came
and took possession of his brain and hand.
Eage:ly he seized his brush, and, taking a piece
of canvas, rapidly reproduced the masterpiece
before him.
of genius'of the original. But the poor artist
awoke to find it all a dream; and in bitter dis-
appointment he applied himself to his hopeless
task.

But, beloved, spiritually the young artist's
dream may he gloriously true. We study the
character of Christ as portrayed in the gos-
pels. We recognize that His gpotless purity
and perfect obedience constitute the only

- stéindard of- character and eanduct agegptable

to God. We try to imitate Christ. We strug-
gle for His spotless purity and strive after
His perfect obedience. Yet we fail utterly at
every turn. Finally, in our discouragement
and despair, God gives us the vision of the In-
dwelling Christ. Christ will Inseparably unite
Himself to us, blending His life with ours and
our lives with His. Christ will think through
our minds. Christ will love through our
hearts. Christ will please the Father in us.
Christ will keep the law in us. Christ will
destroy the power of sin, dethrone self, and
reign supreme {n our HMves. .In a word, all
that we can not do of ourselves, Christ will
be within us and do within us.

Incompleted Beginnings

Such chn appropriately be called conver-
sions. . These are but tasks incownplete in one
sense turned over to the church or the saved
ones to be trained up and nurtured and de-
veloped into sterling Christian manhood and
womanhood, through the baptism of the Holy
Spirit, and subsequent activities in harmiony
with this high gift and blessing. So often
men and women working for the-Muster settle
down, when they have brought in people to
the knowledge of sins forgiven, and leave them
to get along as best they can; and thus it is
so many of this class backslide, and lose out
entirely, and grow discouraged and become
very hard to reach again. How much better

. to recognize conversion as an incompleted be-

ginning, appealing to us for prayer and ener-
getie activity to get them to go' on to per-
feetion. An exchange says pertinently:

Near the close of his book on “Teaching and
Teachers,” Dr. H. Clay Trumbull tells of a
pastor who found one of his young Christian
girls in depressed spirits. Asking the cause,
he received the answer, “I'm dlmost sorry I
joined the church; for now no one seems to
care for my soul. Bel’ore I was ‘converted,” my
teacher was alwayg talking to me. Bht now
that I ve confessed.Christ, no one has any-
thing to say to me about religion; and I'm so
lonely.” -~

Somewhere clse he tells a story, which many
pastors could duplicate, of a young woman who

.came to her pastor to say that she. was now

ready for more work; all her Sunday school
class had joimed the church and she wanted
something else to do. She was quite raidant
about {t and scemed to feel that this was a
task completed. Her goal was reached and she
might now set out on some other race.

It had the artistic finish and touch °




how good people magnify the accldents

leading up to a spiritual experience,
and fail to properly emphasize the essentials
of true spiritual life. As a consequence, those
who are not spiritusl become wrongly im-
pressed as to the true nature of spiritual re-
ligion. There are certain conclusions which
are right, which men have neither time nor
ability to prove, either their source or why
they have reached them — convictions coming
through various channels — that convince them
that certain things are mneither spiritual,
nor reasonable. If they are closely environed
with these things, they either yield to the “mass
influence” or these things repel them and pre-
vent them becoming spiritual, sometimes for
ever. : .

Especially is this true when a religious mass
does -something required by their leaders or
organization, abandoning thelr personal leader-
ship and obedience to the Holy Spirit, for the
collective leadership of a person or company.
The results are, and have always been, dis-
astrous. Pride, properly rebuked, is exalted
r into certaln unchanging standard- of dress.
| Freedom to yield to proper movings of the
| Spirit, becomes dJdbedience to any impulsive
emotion, especially if the leader of the meet-
ing sanctlons fit, regardless of its source or
authority. Testimonies to the deallngs of God
to the Individual soul, give way to the most
wierd Imaginings, fantasies, =and pletistic
dreams, without a spiritual fact to base them
upon, and become the hefght of fanaticism.
Extra-biblical notfons become the ground of re-
ligious testimonles. The extremes which they
seek to avold, being pride of apparel, spiritual
dumbness, religious bondage, sacerdotalism, and
churchanity. )

It is hard to determine which is the most
harmful, the cold, intellectual churchanity of
today, or the fanaticism which puts the means
for the end. Much orthodoxy holds the true

Q CLOSE observer is constantly reminded

2

Written by GEORGE W. WILSOR

idea of God and the spiritual life, and rests
there. A true conception of God is not a
knowledge of God, though we can not have this
knowledge without a true conception of Him.
Having the true idea, it does not necessarily
follow that the true relationship with God is
thereby gained. Religlous falth has no value
except it brings us into the conscious presence
of God. ‘Though I have all faith, so that I
could remove mountains and have not love,
I am nothing.” Love 1s personal, true spirit-
uality is loving relation of the soul to the
person of God the Father. GCGod and man in
fellowship. Now any church wlhich allows the
soul to rest in less than personal fellowship
with God, is hindering instead of aiding it to
the true life, and sooner or later the soul will
spurn {t. One of the most subtle enemies of
that relattonship, is the constant dependence
upon, and the relation of, past experiences. Do
not misunderstand —out of the depths of the
soul, memory can awaken experiences, grand,

‘¢pochal, true, rich, and this often‘will occur «~

but when the soul depends upon memories
alone, however precious, Instead of present,
personal fellowship with God, he has severed
his relation with Him, and is living upon what
can not give life; it is only a memory of what
the former relation to God was at the time
it was enjoyed. So many are living upon those
memories, and are trying in religious meet-
ings to galvanize them into living experiences.
But, alas! the spiritual always detect them,
and their recital, sometimes with frenzy, only
grieves the Spirit they hope to woo, and He

| :"“Killed or Quickened .

% --Which”

For the letter Killeth, but the spirit giveth
life.—2 Cor. 3: 6.

both the preacher and the people to whom

he preachkes. The Church of Christ, under
unctionless preaching, can never come to its best
in life, and true spiritual fruitage. A hammer-
less gun may be loaded with powder and shot,
but without a touch of hidden fire, it is useless.
So it is just as true of the message of the
gospel minister. He may have studied his
Bible with care from & literary standpoint; he
may have prepared his sermon; but if his own
heart i3 not prepared, the truth he preaches will
be as helpless to help others to come to Christ
and to live the Christ-life, as would be shot
poured out of the gun barrel without the im-
peling force of powder and fire behind them,
to do execution for the hunter. The letter-
preaching is powerless because unctionless, not
being dominated by the Holy Spirit. Some one
has said that the minister may go far enough
to deliver his sermon in tears, and yet not have
the power of the Spirit, and for the reason that
some man can cry because he wills to do so,
but all such tears are as the surface slush,
falling from a cake of ice. They have no
warmth and no power to do.good. To men who
see through the shallowness of such emotion,
as many do, harm, and not good, fs done. Oh,
preacheY, beware of unctionless preaching. The
Devil can use it to do far more harm than you
can use it to do good. The preacher must have

UNCTIONLESS preaching is a calamity to

the power of the Spirit upon him, or there will

be no open windows, no quickening, no up-
litting of souls. The sermon that is powerless
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markedly disowns them to those who “walk

‘after.the Spirit.”

True spirituality is a conscious relation to
God, however we become conscious of that re-
lation, and whatever the form of manifesta-
tiqns of God to us. Our emphasis should not
be upon the manifestations but on the rela-
tion we sustain. How many are excluded from
our love because they cannot relate similar
manifestations with ours, who truly have
fellowship with the Father and his Son Jesus
Christ. How often & good religlous meeting
is spoiled by one's trying to describe his pecu-
liar experiences of God’s method to make him-
self known to thet individual by certain pro-

. cesses peculiar to him. What God wanted was

a door to the person to fellowship him, and He
had to open the way most available. These
awaken questions, but no spiritual person ques:
tions the fact that God mekes himself known,
and that puts the soul to rest, and that is
the only and sufficient ground for fellowship.

It is necessary to take down the scaffolding
when the bullding is done, to rightly see It.
Tear down qujckly the scaffold of your spirit-
ual experiences, that we may “behold the beauty
Ve “wolinessy” :
“Leaving the things that are behind, let us
press ‘toward the mark of our high calling,”
cte. The recital in the same way, in the same
spirit, by the same person, indefinitely, should
be rebuked. Its influence 18 only bad. How
we love to hear of a new relation with God of
which we are unfamiliar, and to which we may
aspire! What hunger of soul it creates? or of
a deeper faith, or of a holier relationship and
more intimate fellowship. There was great
wisdom in Mr. Wesley having small bands
under a wise leader, where those who had
knowledge of the deeper things of God were
placed together to enrich each other’s spiritual
life. '

Our personal fellowship with God, that is life,
Los Angeles, Cal,, Box 234, R.F.D. No. 9.

Written by Rev. Sax S. Horcous

is poisonous to human hearts. The preacher
may feel from the kindling of his own sparks,
become eloquent over his exegesis, earnest in
delivering the product of his own brain, may
usurp the place and imitate the fire of the
apostles; brains and nerve may serve the place
and felgn the work of the Holy Spirit, and by
these forces, the letter may glow arnd sparkle
like an illuminated text, but this glow and
sparkle will be as barren of life as the field
sown with pearls. The death-dealing element
l{ies back of the words, back of the sermon,
back of the occasion, back of the manner, back
of the action. The great hindrance is in the
preacher himself, He has not in himself the
mighty life-creating forces. There may be no
discount on his orthodoxy, honesty, cleanness,
or earnestness; but somehow the man, the
fnner man, Iin its secret places, has never
broken down and surrendered to God, and on
this account his life 18 not a great highway for
the transmission of God’s message, God’'s power.
It seems that gelf, and not God, rules in the

Those whose eyes are not watching for the
appearing of our Lord have not caught the
keynote of revelation, and, singing out of tune,
miss the beautiful harmony of the Gospel.

I do not- remember that Jesus ever spoke
of the Blessed Holy Ghost as the “red hot
stuff,” or of His coming as “getting the real
thing.”’ :

L AT USRS

holy of holies. Somewhere, it may be all un-
conscious to himsel?, some non-conductor has
touched his inner being, and the divine current
has been arrested, so it does not reach the min-
ister’s life. His inner being has never felt its
thorough spiritual bankruptcy. He has never
learned to cry out with an ineffable cry of self-
despalr and self-helplessness. He does not real-
ize that his own great need is God's power and
God’s fire to consume his sin and purify his
heart, thus giving him power to reach other
hearts with the gospel message. Only life can
beget life, It costs a death to self, crucifixion
to the world, and travail of soul. Crucified
preaching only can give life, but crucified
preaching can come only from a crucifled
preacher. The branch can not bring forth fruit
without first having life. Gilven life, fruit will
be the outcome; and having this life, he is
bouad to lmpart it to others, or run the great
risk of losing it altogether. He has in his pos-
session, as a solemn trust, the ability to win
others to Christ. Xt he witll use it under the
power of the Holy Spirit, and the Word of
God, souls will be saved under such ministry.
Every minister i1s a debtor to every one who {8
unsaved, to tell him the gdod nocws of the
gospel of the grace of God. Now, If this be
true, then to withlwld from others, either de-
liberately or indifferently, or unctlonle;s. is
to be guiity of gross neglect, wilful sin.” Our
evangelism was meant to be an itinerant re-
vival —a moving Pentecost. Into its wheels
was breathed the Master's word, “Go!” It s
not geared for standing still. May the Holy
Spirit help us to preach the Word with pente-
costal fire!

~Thew¥postie -Paul “was right,.





































