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hideous the longer the awakened sinner looks at it and prays for deliv-
erance from it. On this point that masterful soul-winner, Mr.
Spurgeon, is graphic and striking in his delineation. Speaking of
the sinner aroused from his death in sin he says:

We know, however, that as soon as life comes, our first feeling is
one of pain and uneasiness. In the case of persons who have been
nearly drowned, when they begin to revive they experience very un-
pleasant sensations, Certainly the parallel holds good in spiritual
things. Now, the man sees sin to be an exceeding great evil, Hae is
startled by the discovery of its foulness. He was told all about it,
and yet he knew nothing to purpose; but now sin becomes a load, a
pain, a horror. As dead, he felt no welght; but as quickened, he
groans beneath a load. Now he begins to cry, *O wretched man that
I am! who shall deliver me?’ XNow the angels see him on his knees
in private. Behold, he prayeth! “God be merciful to me a sinner,”
is his hourly sigh. Now, also, he begins to struggle against his evil
habits: he addicts himself to Bible reading, to praying, and to hearing
the Word of God. He is for a while desperately in earnest. Alas, he
goes back to his old sin! Yet he can not rest: again he seeks the
Lord. With some men a large part of their early spiritual life has
been taken up with agonizing strivings and painful endeavors to free
themselves from the chains of sin.

SIN SEEN IN ITS HHORRORS

This expresses well the sensations of the convicted. Sin has to
be seen in its exceedingly sinful horror before it will be rightly
abhorred and {orsaken by the sinner. God thus by His Spirit
arouses or awakens the sinner in mercy but in the first awful pangs
of conviction He almost would seem to be cruel. Quickly, however,
the aroused sinner under the wise instruction of the preacher or
Christian worker sees the marvelous and matchless mercy of God in
thus killing that He may make alive. He soon finds that this reali-
zation and bitter experiences of the heli of sin must precede the being
led to the light of sins forgiven and to acquaintance with God the
Father through God the Son by the power of God the Holy Ghost.,

DOCTOR MILEY

Dr. JMiley. in his work on ‘“Systematic Theology,” says with
force and truth: “The intenser the sense of sin, and the profounder
the grateful love for the merey of forgiveness, the more thorough is
the moral recovery and salvation. Tt is casy to decide where there
are such experiences. They are realized only through the helping
and forgiving grace of redemption. As souls gather around the
cross they have the deepest contrition for sin and the most grateful
love for the gracious forgiveness. Innumerable facts of ‘religious
experience so witness,”

We are in thorough accord with the point here stressed that the
“intenser the sense of sin, the more thorough will be the work of
recovery from sin.” We are persuaded that much of the shallow
work so often seen in revival work has been due to inadequate
conviction for sin and this inadequate conviction doubtless has been
due to insufficient teaching from the pulpit on the subject of such
awakening or conviction of sin. Let this teaching and emphasis be
clear and direct and insistent and the produect of our revival work
will be greater and of s higher and more lasting character. This is
a most important matter deserving the serious attention of all
Christian workers.

Conviction and its Logical Sequence

A WAKENING or conviction discussed in the preceding edito-~

A rial is in & sense a preparation for, or is logically followed by,

another step in the work of salvation which the Bible calls
repentance. This is the case of every step in the work of salvation
as it will appear as we proceed. Every step is in a sense a prepara-
tion for the next.

Conviction rests on the Holy Spirit and the Scriptures for its
basis and is a necessity of our natures. Man must be convicted or
he would never seek salvation. Man must be convinced he is sick
and that his sickness involves a peril or threat to his life before he
will send for a physician. So he must be made to see and realize his
lost condition before he will seck the remedy. This is the work of the
Holy Spirit. It is declared by Christ when He promised the Holy
Ghost: “And when he is come he will reprove the world of sin, and
of righteousness, and of judgment” (John 16:8). In harmony with
this declared work of the convicting work of the Spirit and with
man’s free agency in the premises it is also taught that man can
resist the influence of the Spirit. Hence the warning in Gen. 6:38,
“And the Lord said, My spirit shall not always strive with man,
flor that he also is flesh?’ Hence too it ig that we hear Peter’s rebuke
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in Acts 7:51, when he said, “Ye stiffnecked and uncirumeiseq in
heart and ears, ye do always resist the Holy Ghost; as your fathers
did, so do ye.” Sece also John 14:26.

THE WORK OF THE HOLY SPIRIT
The direct influence of the Holy Spirit is thus immediately
involved in this doctrine of conviction. This direct influence ig like-
wise true in relation to every phase and step of salvation throughout
the great process. Ile it is who does the great work. He woos and
wins the sinner from his sins to look toward the Christ of
Calvary. He it is who nurtures this conviction into true repentance
and on and on from one to ancther degree until the work is complete

and the sinner exults in the joys of salvation full and free.

- This convietion produced in the mind and heart of the sinner
he is immediately in condition to repent and does so if he does not
resist this convicting work of the Spirit. The first step or preliminary
movement toward repentance is a godly sorrow. This sorrow is not
repentance and can not even be called any part of it, but it is neces-
sarily an antecedent movement of the heart before real repentance
is possible. The soul grows sick of the horrid thing of sin displayed
by the light of the convieting Spirit. There is a genuine sorrew
for sin as offensive to God and ruinous to the soul. “For godly sor-
row worketh repentance to salvation, not to be repented of; but the
sorrow of the world worketh death” (2 Cor. 7:10).

SPURGEON ON REPENTANCE
There is no repentance without some degree of genuine sor-
row. Mr. Spurgeon makes this point well and clear when he says:

First, I, tell you,, there is.alwgyg sorrow with it. No man ever-
repents of sin without having some ‘kind of sorrow with it. More or
less intense, it may be, according to the way in which God calls him,
and his previcus manner of life; but there must be some sorrow. We
do not care when it comes, but at some time or other it must come,
or it i8 not the repentance of the Christian. I knew a man once who
professed that he had repented, and he certainly was a changed char-
acter, so far as the external was concerned; but I never could see that
he had any real sorrow for sin; neither when he professed to believe
in Jesus did I ever see any marks of penitence in him. I considered
in that man it was a kind of ecstatic jump into grace; and I found
afterward he had just as ecstatic a jump into guilt again. He was not
a sheep of God, for he had not been washed in penitence: for all God's
people have to be washed there when converted from their sins, No
man can come to Christ and know his pardon without feeling that sin
is a bhateful thing, for it put Jesus to death. Ye -who have tearless
eyes, unbended knees, unbroken hearts, how can ye think ye are saved?
The gospel promised salvation only to those who really repent.

Lest, however, I should hurt some of you, and make you feel what
I do not intend, let me remark that 1 do not mean to say that you must
shed actual tears. Some men are so hard in constitution that they
could not shed a tear. I have known some who have been able to sigh
and to. groan, but tears would not come. Well, 1 say, that though the
tear often affords evidence of penitence, you may have *‘repentance
unto life” without it. What I would have you understand is, that
there must be sorae real sorrow. If the prayer may not be vocal, it
must be secret. There must be a groan if there is no word; there
must be a sigh if there be no tear, to show tlie repentance, even though
it be but small.

REPENTANCE NOT REGRET

When this sorrow has ploughed deep cnough to prepare the soil
for genuine repentance, this great work is accomplished which is an
essential condition of personal salvation. This must not be confused,
however, with mere regrét over sins. Such repentance as mere regret
at having sinned does not accomplish the work God designs shall be
done in the kind of repentance He commands of us.

There are two words employed to express repentance, one of which
confines itself to this kind of unavailing regret or sorrow for sin.
The other goes deeper and implies not only sorrow or regret for sin
but a set determination of soul to forsaké it for ever, and to undo as
far as possible all the evil effects of it in the former life.

Tie DeviL is the father of procrastination. . God has nothing to
do with 1t. Whatever is of the nature of obligation, having reference
to God; or relating to helping souls onward and upward toward Him,
is most emphatically and imperativaly -in the present tense. Now
is the accepted time to obey God’s call, whether to surrender to Hin,
or to work in His vineyard. Any Hisposition to defer or delay obe-
dience to such calls is invariably from Satanic source, artd not from
God. Such disposition or temptation must be strenuously resisted
as perilous in the extreme. Obey God’s will the moment it is heard,
with alacrity and joy. There is reward in promptness as well as
obedience. Today, if ye hear, obey, and not tomorrow.














































