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The Church at Home and Abroad

R. LINDSELL says, “Each generation must

find for itself a satisfactory answer to the
question ‘Why Missions?’ ” The pertinency of
the question is to be seen in the fact that the
world-wide program of evangelism which char-
acterizes the Church of the Nazarene makes
such heavy demands upon the church in
prayer, personnel, finance, and otherwise.
The Church of the Nazarene has established
its work in the following nations and colonies:
Britain, Canada, Australia, Union of South
Africa, Alaska, Hawaii, the United States,
Italy, Portuguese East Africa, Argentina, Uru-

guay, Barbados, Bolivia, British Guiana, Brit-

ish Honduras, Cape Verde Islands, China, Cu-
ba, Guatemala, Haiti, Hashemite Kingdom of
the Jordan, India, Japan, Korea, Mexico, Nic-
aragua, Peru, Philippine Islands, Puerto Rico,
Syria, Trinidad. Why does the church carry on
such extensive and expensive operations, and
upon what is this far-flung enterprise founded?

Until the first part of this current century
the historical position of the Christian Church
on this question was, theologically speaking,
that men without Christ are lost and are in
danger of eternal damnation. This was the
foundation upon which the entire missionary
enterprise rested until this time. But because
of new scientific discoveries and inventions,
social and economic upheavals brought on by
the first world war and other factors, it was
thought necessary to revise this historic po-
sition of the Church. ‘

Finally a commission was set up to study
the situation. It was composed of representa-
tives of most of the major denominations. The
report of this commission was called Rethink-
ing Missions. It faithfully reflected the “so-
cial gospel” of that era, and “liberal modern-
ists” seem to have won a major victory; for, if
it had been fully accepted, it would have sound-
ed the death knell of all Christian missions.

Its principal damage was caused by the po-

sition it took against the uniqueness of the
Christian religion. It held and implied that
God was in all religions and that man could
find Him outside of Christ. Hence, the ne-
cessity of Christian missions was destroyed.
But, thank God, it was not universally accept-
ed, and was never accepted in any measure
by the Church of the Nazarene. We hold that
the missionary enterprise rests its case solely
on a divine revelation.

The Church is not unaware of the educa-
tional, economic, and other benefits which al-
ways follow in the wake of the gospel message,
but these blessings are only incidental. The
Church founds its primary motivation upon
Christ’s command when He gave the Great
Commission to His Church. Dr. Glover says,
“Christ did not merely express a wish or offer
a suggestion; He gave an order—clear, explicit,
peremptory. ‘Go ye into all the world, and
preach the gospel to every creature.’” Such
is His final, most imperative, most inclusive
command, and it is binding upon His followers
everywhere and for all time. It is the meas-
ure of the Church’s responsibility, and is the
explanation of the existence of the Church
of the Nazarene at home and abroad. This is
the church’s answer to the question, “Why
missions?” We cannot, we dare not rest until
we have “spread the tidings 'round wherever
man is found.”

In the past quadrennium God has enabled
the Nazarenes to enter new mission fields, to
organize approximately seven hundred new
Nazarene churches in the home field, through
mass and personal evangelism to win thou-
sands of souls to Christ, and to accomplish
many other things which are evidence of the
divine approval. But what has been done in
the past is but a beginning. We must not be
satisfied. We must carefully guard the spir-
itual integrity of the church and continue to
move forward until we have “girdled the globe
with salvation and holiness unto the Lord.”

HARDY C. POWERS, Chairman
Board of General Superintendents
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PERSONAL TESTIMONIES

Converted Early in Life
I am thankful to the Lord that I can look back to my
earliest childhood and remember being taught how to
pray and the importance of prayer. My parents also
taught me the value of Sunday-school and church at-
tendance and I early experienced the fellowship derived
therefrom. My parents also stressed Bible reading.
When 1 was first converted, at the age of nine, my
parents often discussed my problems with me and guided
me in the way I should take. Through this background,
understanding of Christianity and faith in a definite ex-
perience came naturally. I praise God for Christian
homes, the foundation of the Church.
HaroLp STICKNEY, Student,
Northwest Nazarene College,
Nampa, Idaho

Value of Christian Home

Since being in the service, I've talked with many of
my new friends and they have told me about their
homes. Some tell of broken homes, unhappy homes, and
some even are happier to be away from home.

Praise God for a Christian home! When I
go home it is to a home of peace and harmony
and happiness. I am very thankful for a pray-
ing mother and father. My steps would have
erred long ago except for the help and steady-
ing influence of my parents.

I want especially to praise God for the prayers of my
folks. I know that they hold me up to the Lord, and
pray that His will may be worked out in my life.

Pfc. F. Davis,

Nazarene Lay Member, from
Kansas City, Mo., at

Camp Gordon, Ga.

Heritage of Christian Parents

All values are significant. Value may be considered as
the quality or fact of being excellent, useful, or desirable;
or it may be said to be the worth of a thing. Therefore,
we may judge the value of a Christian home by its ex-
cellence in the influence it has had upon humanity and
saciety.

Christian homes are predicated wupon
Christian parents. The heritage of Christian
parenthood is inestimable. From the Chris-
tian home emanates an influence for good in
the community and government.

The very precepts upon which our great nation have
been founded had their inception in Christian homes.
Our great leaders have come from Christian homes. Only
history and eternity finally will determine the value of
the Christian home.

Rorranp W. Makrs,
Nazarene Lay Member,
Department of Agriculture,
Washington, D.C.

Saved as a Child

A Christian home was my precious heritage and holy
portion through the efforts of my good mother. Be-
cause of a Christian home, it was natural for me to
attend Sunday school and to attend church regularly,
and as a result I was saved when a mere child.

As I grew up, the church appealed more
and meore to me; and as the vears went by,
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“I’'m Thankful for

the way of salvation became more blessed.
Today I appreciate more than I can tell the
manifold blessings and the deep joy that
come from knowing Christ.

Largely through the influence of a Christian hoine,
I have chosen the way of truth, Truly, a Christian home
is a sure guide for the pathway of life. In spite of living
in a confused and troubled world, we can find the right
way with Christ as the Head of the home. “In thy pres-
ence is fulness of joy; at thy right hand are pleasures
for evermore.”

E. F. MAYNARD,
Financial Secretary,
Church of the Nazarene,
New Bediord, Mass.

Remembers Family Altar
Not until I entered the armed forces did I realize fully
the influence the Christian home has upon one’s life.
The Christian training I received at home has molded my
character and geared my thinking in such a way that
it would be impossible to live an ungodly life comfortably.
I thank God for a godly mother and father, who have
lived consistent Christian lives, and whose prayers at
the daily family worship put a conviction on my heart.
My parents have been greatly responsible for the con-
version of each member of our family. For this I am
exceedingly grateful.
Crpr. HENRY H. Grossk,
US. Army,
Butzbach, Germany

Example of Parents Cited

I thank God for a consecrated mother and father
whose prayers, fasting, spiritual advice, and victorious
living have meant my salvation through Christ and the
infilling of the Holy Spirit.

As children, we do not always see eye to eye with our
parents. But their labors have not been in vain. Their
lives, lived with the leading of the Holy Spirit, have
been an inspiring example and .their advice has proved
sound. I am glad that I may enter into their labors
and advance the good cause they have served.

Joun W. TurpEL, Jr,
Son of a Nazarene Pastor,
Massachusetts

The Right Start in Life

No child has a right start in life unless he has Christian
parents to guide him in the important, early, formative
years. Those who have been brought up around a family
altar can face the world better than those who know
nothing about spiritual things.

My parents taught us to respect the Sabbath
day, the chureh and its services, the value of
tithing our time and money to the cause of
Christ, and they took us to church regularly.

They set an example before us in all things Christian,
and they lived to see seven of us accept Christ before we
were through the public schools. Today we all have a
deeper appreciation of their devotion which helped to
establish us spiritually.

Frep A. HUTCHINSON,
Nazarene Lay Member,
Department of Commerce,
Washington, D.C.












But this love, which is a sharing from the heart
of God, is eminently fitted to infuse itself into
the love which hallows homes and by this in-
fusion to sanctify the most sacred of human re-
lationships. This love lifts the love of husband
and wife to a higher level. It puts parent-child
relationships on a different plane. It makes
brother and sister ties more tender. It eases
tensions and smooths out those conflicts of in-
terest inevitable to any household. This grace
of love made perfect is the offered gift of God
to every heart and to every home that cares
enough for the high goals of living to meet the
conditions for receiving it. ’

What, then, are those conditions? First, the
renunciation of godlessness. No heart or home
can receive God’s gift that does not consent to
be godly. Next, the renunciation of sin, particu-
larly the sin of self-centered living. Third, con-
secration of heart and hearth to God, that He
may be recognized as Lord and Arbiter of all
relationships. Finally, confidence, faith in God,
that He does grant His gift, “the love of God
[which] is shed abroad in our hearts by the
Holy Ghost which is given unto us” (Romans
5:5). This is, in brief, a description applied in
terms of Christian home relationships to that
succession of experiences of personal religion
commonly known as regeneration and sanctifi-
cation.

Those who believe in and profess the grace
of entire sanctification should of all people on
earth provide a proving ground for the demon-
stration of God’s love successfully at work in
building Christian homes. Here we should sure-
ly see the process of development of holy charac-
ter in some of its finest forms. If in any sense
we are found to fail, surely it must be charged,
not to the grace we profess, but to the degree
of our lack of it.

Homes in today’s world are in crisis. Each
week one thousand homes go on the rocks of
divorce. People who should love each other grow
to hate. Children are warped and twisted in mind
and soul by bitterness. Christian homes must
stand as bulwarks of stability in unstable times,
pointing the way to sanity and salvation. And
Christian homes have power enough guaranteed
—the power of love made perfect!

SoMe PARENTS Say

“We will not influence our children in making
choices and decisions in matters of religion.”

Wuy Not?

The ads will! The press will!

The radio will! Television will!

Their neighbors will! Their business will!

Their politicians will!

We use our influence over flowers, vegetables,
cattle—shall we ignore our children?—The
Trumpeter.
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A VITAL RELIGION

The Need of Our Times

By F. M. Whitsell, M.D., Chicago, IIL

OMEONE has said, “It probably takes more en-

durance, more patience, more intelligence,
more healthy emotion, to raise a decent, happy
human being than to be an atomic physicist, a
politician, or a psychiatrist.” Anyone who has
successfully overcome the thousands of difficul-
ties, stresses, and strains coincidental with rais-
ing a family in this day surely would agree.

Moreover, any agency which will bring to bear
an influence for good will be greatly and genu-
inely appreciated. At present there are many
of these organizations, such as Y.M.C.A. clubs,
scout groups under church auspices, a multiplici-
ty of school clubs, and allied activities all de-
signed to keep the children busy and develop a
mutual sense of respect for and an interdepend-
ence on one another regardless of race or color.
These aims are all good and such groups deserve
the support of parents, for they certainly help
to condition young people for the complex com-
munity life they must lead later on. The time
of life at which they are forced to face these
problems is much earlier now than when their
parents faced them.

World conditions have degenerated so fast and
regimentation of youth is demanded so urgently
by our officials that a high school principal to
whom I listened a few months ago said, “You have
thought that your children belonged to you—I
am afraid now you will have to change that con-
cept.” This came during a discussion of the
necessity of atom bomb drills, the probabilities
of universal military training, and the registra-
tion of our eighteen-year-olds. Certainly this
highlights the urgency which must strike deeply
into the minds of thinking people as they become
awakened to the possibilities; there is so little
time, yet so much to accomplish.

Are we to be satisfied with the soft generalities
which are illustrated so well in the remarks of a
church leader speaking to a group of high school
juniors and seniors? He admitted that our young
people face serious problems, but suggested that
they could be surmounted by flying through or
around or preferably over them, much as an air-
plane pilot flies over a cloud. This latter re-
quires a strength that can come from within or
above, either being perfectly satisfactory pro-
vided it gives the added power and is what he
chose to call “super-usual.” A fine skirting of
the central positive teaching that, unless a boy
or girl finds a spiritual strength of his own
through personal contact with God, flying over
the clouds of difficulty is not easy; and some-
times even with the inner strength it is very
difficult to gain the necessary speed and altitude.


















Specimen of Type
2t ST. MATTHEW 5
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sa-lem, and in all Ju-| 15 9 And in those days
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