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After one of his notable battles, Napoleon had a

special co’nenorative coin iated for gifts to his

veterans. At the top on the front of the coin was the

nwe of the battle, and at the bottom were the

“I was there,” And those of us who are here tonight

for this Convocation and formal opening of the Nazarene

Theological f$eminary will always have reason to say in

tines to come, “I ias there.” ior this is indeed a

memorable occasion. It marks a distinctly nei epoch in

the history of the Church of the Nazarene. In time to

come it may be we shall find such expressions, “Before

the Seminary was founded,” and “After the founding of

the Seminary.”

This institution is not an after thought, not even

a recent thought, Those familiar with the history of

educatIon in the Church of the Nazarene and in the

Holiness ovement of ,iiich our church is a part, will

bear witness that from the beginning the purpose the

most freiuently exrresaod purpose in the founding and

fostering of our scacols of whatever type and grade —

was that of prenring men and :oen for the ministry and

for foreign missionary .ork. And in all the sciools the

theological department ws the one :ost frequently



mentioned, and the training of lead€rs was the ground of

appeal for support from our people.

In the beginning it was not clear what type of

school ws best suited to our purpose. And in order

that we night cover the ground, whatever the need night

be, we founded “The Texas Holiness University,” “The

Central ioiiness University,” “The IlijnOjS Holiness

University,” “The Southwest Nissouri aolinoss University,”

and “The Nazarene Univereity of Pasadena, But the idea

that we could develop and maintain schools that would do

creditable work in the graimar school, the high school,

the College of Liberal rts and the various professional

schools had to be abandoned. And in keeping with this

change in oncept, the names of such schools as wore

able to weather the storms were also changed. The scope

of work undertaken was oven and anon curtailed both by

the leaving off of grammar and high school branches and

by the elidnation of professional schools. It is now

quite well established that the school best adapted to

our purpose as a church is the college, and all the

institutins of our church arc pretty well on the road

to oreparing for creditable work within this scope.

The last ooint to be established by zieans of our

oxperinonts was aha to do nbout the aDecial traIning of
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our liliatAers. For ti.ae it was believed than ;e night

be able to do what is reuired by developing seminaries

in connection with our various ool1ecs. To this end tio V

schools dovo1oed theological faculties and ap2oalecI to

our )ooile to helo in the .iatter of librarLs and

ondoonts, But it beoaie evident tlt this lan ias

not ?ractical froi either tie eeonoiicl or officency

approaon. Evon ho ini.un equipment for suc.i uor is

too great1 a tas for a college to undertake, and the

presence of a gradu’te school on Cai1)uS witii the usual

college community as found to be a problem too great to

permit of practical solution. Our colleges have their
V

tasi: weli. outinec1 ror then, and tney arc doing a
- V

V

cregitable job in the effort to make good our expectations

of thou. And there is no group in the church that is

rioro eatnusiastic in their support of our college program

than this group that has not here tonight. Ve are

dependent on our colleges, even as all our people are,

and in a more critical sense than the most. If our

colleges do ;voli, ie shall have need of the Seminary.

If they do not do eil, the Seminary will perish for

want of material.

But for a nuiber ci’ years, dating back at least

to the Gonoral ssenbly of 1932, there has been talk of

a Nazarene Tholoical Seminary. And the interest in

such an institution increased from year to year, until



at last a Coissionwas appointed to draft plans and

make recornndations. And the General Assembly of 1944

adopted the idea of a Seminary, elected trustees, and

set in motion forces which have brought about the

organization of a faculty and administration. A oatalou.e

of courses has been published, the classes have been sot

up, and hero we are in the midst of the formal Convocation

and formal opening of the Nazarene Theological Seminary.

“Hitherto the Lord hath helped us.” “Nero we raise our

Ebenezer, hither by Thy help we’ve come.”

There are of course those who hold to doubts

concerning the usfulnoss of the Eeninary. And we. all

admit that the course we have chosen is fraught with

many possible pitfalls and dangers. Whatever is capable

of much good is pregnant with potential danger. Fire is

a wonderful servant, buta destructive master. But we

would not abolish fire, Rather we would control it,

Likewise, education is potential power—destructive if

undirected, constructive it driven by proper motive.

Theology is the queen of the sciences. It is even

the foundation of all properly organized knowledge. In

its various divisions, as Theology proper, Anthropology,

Christology, Soteriorology, Escatology and Ecolesiaclogy

it is as challenging to the understanding of men as
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i3iology, Physics, Cheristry or Astronony. To be properly

taught it makes the same demands upon both pupil and

teacher tnat are made in the pursuit of any branca of

hu ian kno1edge. The idea tiat theology cono by

revelation is within itself an error, and deserves to be

classed in the category of fanaticism, since it utilizes V

the thought of results without due attention to adequate

causes. The revelation of God to the world in the iblo

is in line with the revelation of God in nature. That -

V

is to say, the Bible contains te raw material for

theology just as the forest contains the raw material

for botany. But the classification and logical arrangements

of the £acs are subject to the laws of pedagogi. The

only question at all is whether it is ustul for those

who are set to teach religion should know their subject

matter in correct form or not. To be afraid of truth

lest it upset our theories is to plead guilty to intellectual

suspension. If there is any thing inconsistent in any

thing we believe, we should be glad to have that inconsistency

pointed out. What we are after is truth, not some cultish

interpretation of it.

From the beginning, the preservation and propagation

of Christianity have depended upon three factors or means.

Tbee are: miracles, influence through example, and



doctrine. In the first section of the era, miracles had

the principlo sway. Jo need not enlarge upon what seems

to us tb be the reason for this. But it raight be useful

to summarize in the statement-that mirclos maie their

appeal to the senses ofmon, and arc especially adapted

to an age when there ws for vnt of time but little

knowledge of the Christian tenets. nflueace through

example is of course timuless, and has been and now is a

major moans for r;iaklng Christ known. But both miracles

and influence are dependent upon doorine for their

offectveaess, In fact, miracles are act miracles

unless they are wrought to prove some message as divlnoly

given or some messenger as divinely sent. Otherwise they

are simply wonders to no great purpose. Likewise

influence through oxaiple can point men to Christ only

when accon’panied by the Christian tostiony and some

elementary doctrine relating to God and the Christian

experience with God. The conclusion, therefore, is that

histor1cally currently and prohot1caliy the major

means for preserving and promoting Christianity in the

eartn is tnat of doctrine. The Great Coiission was

couched in terms agreeable to this thesis n that it

said, “Go ye and teach all nations.” The content of

the christian message i.s basis for the force of the
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zossage. It does make a difference what men believe,

and it is i:portant that they know vthat they believe and

why they believe it. It is not complinent to one for

bin to be convinced on insufficient evidence, even as it

is blameworthy for him to doubt when the proof is good.

Both superstition and skepticisra are unscientific and

irrcligious. V are to believe, but vie are to believe

because the evidence is convincing. We are not only to

believe that we may know, we are also to know that we

may believe. It is not easy for us to judce the quality

of faith, but surely we are justified in concluding that

faith based upon sound examination of the evidences is

better than faith based upon assuiption, even thou.;b in

the end those assuraptions should be found to be in line

with truth. The nan who knows and knows that he knows

raust surely be bettor than the m.an who does not know or

even than the nan who knows but does not know that he

knOws.

The creed of the Church of the Nazarene is not a

cult. Or if it is so in any particular, we are not aware

of it. e, like John esloy, do not consider ourselves

inventors of any essential truth. If we have any thing

distinctive in the matter of tenets of faith, we acknowledge

only that we are discoverers. o sincerely believe that
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11t ro believe and teach ias believed and taught by

Jous of Nazareth, Paii of Tarsus, Peter of Galileo and

John of Iphesus, as well as by Polyoarp, Origin, Augustine,

Justin iartyr, John. Hues, avanarola, tartin Luther,

Madai Guy-on, John Jalvin, George Fox, John 3unyon, John

eaIey, Man Clarce, Gonojal Booth, Dr. Bresee and H.

Orton iley a.n 5uch varzous terminology as suited the

txies, but al ays witn a content agreeaole to the original

thesis. Vie glory in the apostolic sucoession of our

faith, and scruple not to say “Viiat is true is not nei,

and what is rew is not true” in the thin pertaining to

the Christian experience and life. We have nothi to

-fear fron epistemology. We stand upon the rook of

historic orthodoxy. All those who have given their

efforts to dislodging that rock have wasted their time.

The roo still stands, and behind it end beneath it is

the Rock of Ages. “On Christ the solid Rock I stand,

All other ground is sinking sand.”

;1o well say in the Manual of our church that “the

doctrines upon which the Church rests are brief;” for

there is not a large bulk in that irreducible creed that

one must bold in order to exercise saving faith in Christ.

But this irreducible mini..aum is the only boundary there

is, for the heigts end depths and lengths of the knoledge

of God are infinite, even as are the measurements of :race.
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:nd if there is any employment to iich a rnortal man can

give hi time that can outrank an effort to apprehend

his God, I cannot think what it raight be.

The emphetic thesis in the Nezarno creed, that of

entire sanctification as a vrk of grace wrought in the

hoart by the Holy Spirit subsequent to regeneration, is

by no eans a detached affair. It is involved in every

thesis of the orthodox creed. It is involved in the will

of God, “This is the will of God even your sanctification,t’

in the ‘stork of Christ, ‘Jesus also that He might sanctify

the eoplo with His own blood suffered without the gate,”

and in tho ministry of the Holy Spirit, “That the offering

up of the gentiles ay be acceptable, being sanctified by

the Italy Ghost.” Our e htio thesis is inwrought in the

structure of the thole plan of salvation, and occupies,

along with the othr tenets of the creed, the position

of a keystone in the arch of revealed truth.

Far from being an isolated or detached thesis, the

doctrine of Christian holiness is central to the commands,

promisea, prayers, exhortations; statements and narratives

of the Bible. In the words of Bishop Foster, “It breathes

in the ro;hecv, thunders in the law, murmurs in the

narrative, wnispers in he promiea, suiIeates in the

prayers, rosouns in te songs, oparkles in the poetry,
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shines in the types, glows in the imagery, and burns in

the spirit of the whole scheme, from its alpha to its

omega — its beginning to ts end. Holiness Holiness

needed 3 Holiness required Holiness offered Holiness

attainable1 Holiness a present duty, present privilege,

a present enjoyment, is the progress sad completeness of

its wondorous themel It is the truth glowing all over

and voicing all through revelation; singing and shc•uting

in all its hiatory, and iography, and poetry, and

prophecy, and precept, and proziie, and prayer; the great

central truth of the system. The truth to elucidate which

the system e:deto. If God has spoken et all it is to aid

en to be holy,”

Tho doctrine of holiness is 1iio the huh of the

wheel in Bible truth, and as such one oannot dispose of

it without atoria1ly affecting the whole wheel. Toward

this tbeis all doctrines of Soteriology bend, and in

the e1.icidation of this thesis all revealed truth must

be exaiined. iO group in all the vorld has more reason

to give attentIon to doctrine than we do, for it iS by

reason of the olariy of our doctrine that e have been

able to bel more peo.lo attain to the fullness of the

blessing of the gospel than many others have been able

todo.
-
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Doctrine is not a coal within itself. The goal

is God and right relations to llrn and state before flim.

But doctrIne is li1e a highway that0 loads to the goal.

It may be possible for some to reach the goal by way of

by—paths, but aiore will reach it if the road is weli

marked. If any thinI it i essy to give direetions that

otnors can follow, then it must be that. be has not done

a great deal of cross oountry traveling. My own

ecoerience is that there are fe.i that can iVO intelligent

directions, even though they have boon over the road

many times thenselves. The inclination is simply to say,

“Go straight ahead. You can’t miss it.” But here again,

I have found that there is usually only one rIght road

and many by-roads, and that It is freruently easy to lose

the way. Intelligent direotlon, rnus be clear direction.

And men who are muddy in their thugbts can scarcely be

clear in their language.. The fir.t roquisito to plain

spoakng is clear tnlnking.

The second phase or factor in the preservation

and proLotion of the gospel is forcefulness, Cone oraing

/‘this, ae are sure that the first requisite is the unction

of tao opirit. i.nd we mention this lest a later

, putting of it ignt seem o put i in tue class vita

.‘. otier rouisites. 2eole have not hoard the gospel until

I,
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they have heard it preached by men anointed by the floly

Ghost. Until the unction of the Spirit is realized, even

truth is just abstract truth, and it is only vital .

truth — truth on fire — that moves the hearts and

consciences of men. In the modern church, as in the

church of the Apostolic period, the preacher is not

prepared to depart £ron Jerusalem on his world reaching

p:eacning mission uni.i. ho has ceen baptzed with the :.

iolj Ghost arid fire. The eirbola of eritecost are fire

for purity, wind fr unotion, and tongues for proclamation.

And wIth this definition in mind, we boldly say, We need

and vant Pentecostal preachers in the Church of the

Nazaroup. We want fire—crowned men. ien of spiritual

unotiori and fervor. ikir —hoarted men, 1efl who know and

feel in their hearts the realities of the things they ‘..

preach. Glory—crowned men. Mon who live in the glow of

thut liit that never shined on land or sea, but only in

the heart of the sanctified and Spirit—filled Chrisiian.

We need preachers of this type. We want, and under the

blessIngs of the eternal God, we shall have them. Suoi

men are nt sports or accidents. They are the product

of a sanctified and Spirit—filled church. They are

streams from a parent river which s its sources in the

high hills of holiness. So when we say we shall have
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this typo of preachers, we moan. that we propose to pay

the price requisite for the podaction of such a species.

But there is also a huaan phase to this matter of

force. Preachers need to know the rules of logical

thinking and logical arrangement of the content of the

Christian message. They need to know the language of men,

as well as the Word of God, They need to be trained in

the uetection and dire otiOn of the laws of mind taeir

own minds and the minds of others. They need to know the •-

value and weight of -roras. They need to be tranod as

speakers and vwiters. They need to be Ambassadors in

that they are acceptable to both God and the Church —

sent by the one and to the other.

Good preaching must be both convincing and forceful.

It must be convincing because of its content, and forceful

because of its art. There is, n the church and in the

ministry, as in other institutions and callings, a

tendency to com.wensate to the disadv- tage of the strong

element. Let us take ourselves as the example: we

sincerely belIeve we have the best interpretation of the

gospel. But often we expect that the excellence of the

gospel shall nullIfy or even utilize poor presentation.

We therefore have the spectacle of a good gospel being

preached by poor preachers. if we are minded to disparage
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the content of the essage aoeothers have to give, we
V

are often forced to confess that they deliver it in a . V

xaanner worthy of a better content. Now ihat pant i.s :

a preacher Whose art, as well as mesaage is good. . ..

Ve want good preachers to proach our good gospel that -. V

none of our advantage shall be lost, I could even wish

that our proache might be the best proachers in the

land, that they might grace the peerless gospel that

has been given to then to deliver. Many a rea1 of good
V

content has been spoiled by poor serving, And this is

as true of the pulpit as of the dining rooi.

This Seminary is a specialized school. It is

really built, sneaking fri the educational approach,

upon our colleges, for the matriulanta arc required to

be college graduates. Those the co:ae hoc have already

bn going to school on the average of sixteen years,

They have sup.orted their profession of love for learnIng

witn exendod applicaron, aid are here tnroub no

ooiapulsion save their own inner urge. it Is the

obligation of any church to provide for the export

training of its ministers, and the 3eminary is the

Nazarene answer to this oblIgation for us. But we do not

call P00210 to our :dniatry. ‘o believe this is a

function that God has kept in i!jS own power. Mid the
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requirements we make for initiationinto the ranistry

as represented by our !anual Course of Study are the

minimum requirements. The students who come here come

because they are stirred by the ideal of becoming not

only ministeis of Jesus Christ, but GOOD ministers of

Jesus Christ. We feel that the Cburci has met a heavy

obligation by providing the Seminary, and we propose

that the church will sup:ort and strengthen the

inEtitutiJn in days to come from its sense of obiigaton

both to its ministry and-to its people, The idea that

only educated people need a trained mInistry is a false

one. The fact is that people with few units of comparison

require more help in the task of understanding than those

of better advantage. It is easier to preach effectIvely

to a college community than to city mission group or

to a crowd of teen agors. This institution is not set

to develop a high ha group. We expect that men and

women from this place shall go to the most neglected

pactoratea, to home missionary projects, and to the

most challenging tasks presented by our Foroign Missionary

enterprise. The acquisition of true knowledge ad

efficiency ministers to humility. Only the shallow are

proud.

We want batter preachers. Even though this saying
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msy rof1oct upon us all, we repeat it with emphasis —

We want bettor preachers. e are rozaThdod of an

experience related by the President of The Southwestern

Methodist University at Dallas, Tezas. For a good many

years a wo had been sending an annual offering for

the siport of the logical department. Then when

the president fàu.nd out that she was a poor wornan, and

that her gift represented sacrifice, ho. returned her

offering one year, accompanying it with a letter in which

be cozended the woman for her faithful support of the -

work, but also telling her that ho felt she had done her

share, and that she should use the money for her own

added comfort and let others bear the load. But the

good v;oian sent the money the second time, and accompanied

it with a letter in ;ihich she said, “As I understand it,

this money is to be used in an attempt to give us better

precohers, and since our present pastor cane tD us I have

becomo ncre interested in producing better preachers than

I have ever boon before,” That is the way the liazaronos

feel. want better preachers, and we have founded a

eia nary in the effort to provide bettor preachers. May

Uevon Grant tbat we shall not be disappointed.

e have a big task, and .7e want calibered preachers

to lead us on in this task. If Arnerica calls for men to

•N
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match her nountains, calls for men to match her plains,

and asks for men with empires in their brains, surely

the church has a right to call for men, to do her big

task We want preachers who are saved and anotifed,

pure in heart and consistent and loyal in conduct. We

want proachors who bear hoavy burdens for the salvation

of men, and who count not their lives dear unto themselves.

want j.reachors who can be all things to all men that

they may by all means win some. We want preachers who

are willing to expend the tiae and effort required to

beooe possessors of the content of our glorious gospel,

and who are willing to icy themelvo out to learn the

preaching art in its best and ago—long approved form..

o want preachers who can preach. Preacheis who will

pray. Proachers who obey God, regardless of the

consequenoo. Preachers who are true to the church and

ready to bury thonselves that she may expand and prosper.

We want cultured preache.’s whose personajitios shall not

hinder them in being channels for the gospel. We want

preachers who can bring heaven and earth togitflor in

revivals of old—tiio religion. We want preacbes who

can ;-7al!c with kings without losing the coiimon touch. We

want preachers who can be simple enough for the understanding

of the children and spiritual enough to minister successfully

I



to our old people. We want preachers who can measure

arms with men in professional and business life, and who

can yet eaauro out the simple gospel to the denizen of

the slums. We know well what we want. We have founded

this Semin.ry in the hope that it will help us secure

the type and caliber of preachers called for. We do not

expect to find these men ready—made. e know we shall

bave to make them, under God. We know that some wheat

is spoiled in the millin’, and we shall not be entirelr

discouraged if some come out of this Seminary book worms

and mi.sfits, But we look to the average result. We

expect that the men and women who co here will be

better preachers than they would have been it they had

not come. And a little iuiprovoment on the part of many

will justify our efforts. From this institution in days

to come will come, us we believe, sound, efficient men

nd women of God to extend the borders of our Zion, to

help our church stay orthodox and spiritual, to contribute

to 0U1 literature, and to give tone and standing to our

church everywhere. We are not much interested ifl publicity

and promise just now. Cur plan calls for worth and

service. Tomorrow will be early enouh to boast. Today

we are just putting the harness on.

We have given to Dr. Bennor and his co-laborers

— 18

—-



—19—

the hijest possible resonsibility. Unusually vie Can

speak also of honor. But this is a uality work. It is

of necessity witriout ostentation. It is 1ie the

ex2ert’s wor in the laborat3ry which not many see and

fe praise. Bi.it we assure Dr. Benner and his staff of

our love and confidence and cooperation, and above all,

of our sincere prayers. ?nd may the God of the past be

our God in days to come and load us on to the acoornplishraent

of ills high purpose in you of the Seminary, and in us who

are your beneficiaries.
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And now, Dr. i3onner, we corns tonight to bestow

upon you our blessing, even as wo hand over to you heavy

responsibilities. We rejoice that you have been chosen

for this task. It is fitting that one who does this work

should have been cradled in a Nazarene home by devout

Nazarene parents, that he should have been educated in

our colleges and deeply drilled in our traditions, that

he should have “come up through the ranks” as a teacher

and rainiator in our church, that he should have himself

served in responsible patorates and other places of -

leadershi, and that be should have boon chosen by the

unanimous vote of the Board of General Superintendents

and the members of the Seminary trustees. it is fitting

that he should have proved riiasoif by both testimony and

conduct over a period of years, so that we are not taking

the chance those take who lay bands suddenly; on a man.

You have our confidence, not as a matter of hope, but as

a ciater of proven fidelity.

And now to the solemn responsibilitios :hich

are asking you to assume as president of our seminary.

Among otuer tnngs, they involve:

1. A prayerful and oonsist€nt walk with God.

if all our minIsters are re:uired to be examples

in prayer, you more who arc to become thfs day
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father and ezamle to those who come here to

study and to absorb.

2. Unblaraable Christian spirit and conduct ifl

all the affairs of your life with and before

others. “Sincere and without rebuke,” that is

the standard for the president of our Seninary.

3. Loyalty to God and the Church which fosters

the Ser3inary. You are not training preachers

whom you will ex’peot to direct during their active

years, and you rnust show them by example as well

as by precept that cooperation is purchased by

cooperation, for these in your care will imbIbe

your spirit.

4. W.edom and raoe in the selectIon of your

staff always, for your recommendations will be

the principle deciding factorsL Bring here only

men and women hon students can safely follo;v In

matters or thought and conduct,

5. You must be aggressie in procuring the

material assetts required, but ake care not to

plun’e us into debt or to sot up a regime that.

is more aXpensivo than our resources permit or

our purooses rouiro,

6. You must keep in constant touch with the

r



And now will the members of the staff come here and join

Dr. Benner while the prayer of consecration and dedication

is ottored.

3 - -

Seminary with one hand, and ‘dth the needs of

the church with the other. And always remember

that the seminary is the creature of the church,

- and not the church the creature of the Seminary.

We must not have here any man or any method that

is not based first of all upon the glory of God

and the good of the church. uest1ons like

Aoadeic freedom do not enter in. Your task is

to produoe what the church wants, arid I know you

know that,

And now, I, James B. Chapman, General Superintendent

of the Church of the Nazarene, acting upon the authority

of the Board of Trustees of the Seminary, do now and

hereby install you, Hu G Banner, as President of the

Nazarene Theological seminary, and bestow upon you all

the rights, privileges and honors, as well as band over

to you the responsibilities, involved ía this office.


