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"He is not here: for he is risen”



TESTIMOMES FROM

IBSTONS

ROLL through a ceme-
tery proved to be an inspiring experi-
ence. An inseription on a grave marker
was arresting. I began to look for
others. Soon it was as though I was in
a testimony meeting in which the dead
spoke to the living. and the living to
those departed. All did glorify God by
a witness to our Christian faith.

Some of the epitaphs were phrased
as il addressed to the dead. The living
were saying to those “loved long since
and lost awhile”™ such words of tender
affection as these:

“To one we all loved.™

“Lost to sight. to memory dear.”

"My wonderful wife. I am with yvou
alwavs.”

“Rest in peace.”

One was like a prayer at embarka-
tion upon the mystic sea, “Jesus, Sav-
iour. pilot me.”

There was a whisper of a commit-

ment in the lines of another familiar
hymn, "My faith looks up to Thee.”

There were also testimonies from
thosec who had reached the farther
shore:

“The Lord is my Shepherd: T shall
not want.

He maketh me to lie down in green
pastures:

He leadeth me beside the still waters.

He restoreth my soul.”

*I have fought a good fight. 1 have
finished my course, I have kept the
faith.”

There were messages left for the ad-
monition of the living, such as:

“Blessed are the pure in heart: for
they shall see God.”

“Walk with God™

“Till we meet again,” and, “Till Jesus
Comes™

“Let not your heart be troubled™—a
quotation that demands more—"Ye¢ be-
lieve in God, believe also in me. In my
Father's house are many mansions: . . .
I go to prepare a place for you. . . . 1
will come again. and receive you unto
mysclf: that where T am. there ye may
be also.”

The word which drew my attention
and sent me looking for was

more

probably the best. “God is my refuge
and strength.” The Christian faith of-
fers what we need in this present world
and that which is to come. In the body
ov out of the body we are present with
the Lord.

“Neither life nor death can separate
us from the love of God.”

“In Christ shall all be made alive.”

“0 grave. where is thy victory?”



Beyond the Cross—the Emypty Tomb

A wmraveler through Furope tells ol visidng a
famous shrine in the Tradian Alps. A path led up
the hillside, trampled by the feet of thousands of
pilgrims. Along the wav were the “stations of the
Cross,” and at the end ol the well-worn trail was a
large, outdoor crucilix.

It was quite clear that most of the people who
came to view the shrine stopped at the crucilix.
But the tourist noticed o grass-covered rail leading
on. Curious, he pushed through the undergrowth,
and on a few vards larther found another shrine—
the representation of the empty tomb. It was neg-
lected and  overgrown brush.
stopped 100 soon.

with Too many

ALL THROUGIT Christendom what was vividly
pictured in a wavside shrine is a fact too sadly true.
What was lor the men ol the Farly Church the
most glorious certainty ol their daily lives has to-
day been relegated 1o a0 once-asvear observance,
What was the theme ol every sermon recorded in
the Acts and a message featured i twenty-live out
of the twentvseven hooks of the New Testament has
become for us a subject lor consideration only at
Easter time. So muanm SLOP 10O 8001,

It is well thae we honor the Cross.
died [or our sins.

‘T'here Christ
e who knew no sin was made
a Sin Olfering lor us. 1o is no accident that the
cross has become the supreme symbol ol the Chris-
ticn Larth. recognized as such the world around.
But our cross 1s not @ crucilin. Tt is a bare cross,
for the Christ who died there dies no more. Death
has no more dominion To represent
the death ol Christ perpetually in the mass and

over .
with the crucilix is to miss the most glorious lact
of the Christian gospel. Tt is not “that he should
offer himsell olien, as the high priest entereth into
the holv place every vear with blood of others: for
then must he ofien have sullered since the founda-
tion ol the world: but now once in the end ol the
world hath he appeared 1o put away sin by the
sacritice of himsell”™ (Flebrews 9:25-26) 0 Tt is “In
one ollering he hath perfected for ever them that
are sanctilied™ (10: 14y .

AND BEYOND the Cross is an empty tomh. With-
out that empty tomb, Calvary would have been the
supreme tragedy ol the ages. There would have
been no preaching ol the gospel, tor there would
have been no gospel to preach. There would have

been no Church, for there would have been no
riscn lite to make of a band of defeated and sor-
rowing followers a militant and victorious body.
Lven the Cross itself would soon have been forgot-
ten, as have been the crosses on which thousands
of Jewish martvrs died.

W the Resurrection, God set His seal to all that
Jesus taught and did. By the Resurrection, God
proved bevond possibility of question the deity of
Jesus, declaring Him “to be the Son of God with
power, according to the spirit ol holiness”™ (Romans
1) . By the Resurrection, God brought life and
immortality to licht through the gospel. By the
Resurrection, God answered lor all time the demon-
ic forces of evil which brought about the death of
His Son.

'L IS NO'U that the Gross and the cmpty tomb
can be separated. There would have been no
Resurrection had there been no Crucitixion. But
it is nonctheless true that gencrally the New Testa-
ment writers relate the death of Christ to our trans-
gressions and sins, and the resurrection of Christ to
the new life brought to us through the Spirit. He
was “delivered for our offences, and was raised
again lor our justilication” (Romans -1:25). “For
it, when we were enemies, we were reconciled to
God by the death of his Son, much more, being
reconciled, we shall be saved by his life™ (5:10).
There is a certainty to the fact of the Resurrec-
tion which only the most stubborn could deny.
God has guarded with inlinite care our faith in
the risen life ol our Lord. The evidence is stated
repeatedly  throughout the New Testament: by
Mark, by Paul, by Luke, by Matthew, and by John.
But the greatest prool of all is still the power ol
that risen life released through the Spirit of God
in these lives of ours. Only one lact makes it oS-
sible for Christ to save to the uttermost all that
come unto God by Him—the fact that He lives for-
ever to make intercession for them (Hebrews 7:25) .
The miracle of our redemption and the miracle
ol the very existence ol the Church depends upon a
prior miracle, the miracle of the Resurrection.

HERLFIN IS our hope of cternal life. Jesus said,
“Because T live, ye shall Tive also™ (John 14:19).
CHE che Spirvic of hime that raised up Jesus from the
dead dwell in vou, he that raised up Christ from
the dead shall also quicken vour mortal bodies by
his Spirit that dwelleth in yvou” (Romans S:11).
Or s Jumes Denney well put ic “Only one kind
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The Cover . . .

Under the hill of Golgotha is this tomb, be-
lieved by many to be the place where Christ
was laid. The very fact that some uncertainly
exists as to the location of the empty lomb is
a wilness to the reality of the Resurrection.
Tombs of the founders of many religions are
preserved as shrines. Bui the epitaph over the
temporary resling place of our Saviour’s body
is, “He is risen; he is not here” (Mark 16:6).

ol lile has ever won the victory over death: only
one kind of life can ever win it—that kind which
was in Him, which i1s in Him, which He shares
with all whom faith makes onc with Him.”

God grant we shall not stop too soon in follow-
ing the hallowed footsteps that lead to Calvary.
Our worship belongs not to the cross of Christ but
to the Christ of the Cross. He is the living Lord,
the risen Redeemer, the contemporary Christ.

The late Bishop Ralph E. Cushman left us some
striking lines:

Upon a hill called Calvary

A man went forth to die;

He gave His Dody o a cross,

They built it huge and high;
They sent Him to oblivion
With many a cruel cry!

Long years have passed since Calvary;
Those eruel cries are dead!

Dead, too, the hands that pressed the thorns
In torture on His head—

All gone into oblivion:
He is alive instcad.*

Fifty Great Days

On the calendar of Bible umes, Pentecost came
just fifty days after Passover. This fact we recog-
nize today with the observance of Pentecost Sunday
on the seventh Lord's day after Easter. Special
meaning is being given to this period in 1963 under
the leadership of the Department of Evangelism
and its exccutive secretary, Dr. Edward Lawlor.

The fifty great days have been suggested as days
of special preparation of heart and mind for a
climactic day of holiness evangelism on Pentecost
Sunday, June 2. Between FEaster, April 14, and
June 2 each pastor—or in the larger churches onc
of his assistants—is being asked to call in the home
of each church family 1o read the story of Pente-
cost from the New Testament, to pray, and to
leave a copy of General Superintendent William-
son’s powerful tract entided An Honored Guest
in Your Home.

Needless to say, the days will be as great as we
make them in each local church. The real “cutting

“From *‘The t

ghted by the Gene

rm

s of Evangelism,’” by Ralph Spaulding Cushman, copy
| Board of Evargeiism of The Msathodist Church.
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edge” of the denomination in spiritual life and
evangelism is not in the plans offered {from Kansas
City. It is in the response kindled in the hearts and
minds of 5,000 or more pastors and evangelists and
535,000 individual church members.

This year marks the 225th anniversary of Joan
Wesley's experience of the “heart strangely warmed”
at Aldersgate Street in London, an event from
which, humanly speaking, has sprung the spiritual
movement of which the Church of the Nazarene is
heir. God grant that hearts strangely warmed dur-
ing fifty great days may provide a channel through
which the changeless Christ of Pentecost will once
more shed forth His Spirit upon His Church around
the world.
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The CERTAINTY

P and
.« IMPORTANCE

of the

RESURRECTION

THE RESURRECTION of Jesus Christ from the
grave is the cornerstone of Christian doctrine, the
Gibraltar of Christian evidence, the Waterloo of
rationalism, infidelity, liberalism, and blatant mod-
ernism, and the solid foundation of our Christian
faith. “If Christ be not risen, then is our preaching
vain, and vour faith is also vain. . .. ve are yet in
vour sins” (I Corinthians 15:14-17) .

The Resurrection is mentioned dircctly 104, or
more, times in the New Testament. 1f Christ's
resurrection can be established as historic certainty,
the claims and doctrines of Christianity rest secure-
Iy upon an impregnable foundation. On the other
hand, il the resurrection ol Jesus Christ from the
dead cannot be firmly established, then Christianity
must go.

A leading and brilliant agnostic of England once
said, “There is no use wasting time discussing the
other miracles. "The essential question is, Did Jesus
Christ rise from the dead? I He did, it is casy
cuough to prove the other miracles: but if not, the
other miracles must go.” Well said, as by instinet!

Dr. Clarence Macartney said: “No statement in
the great and beautilul narrative of the Resurrec-
tion so brings out the majesty and completeness of
Christ's victory over death as that sentence from
the gospel ol Matthew (28:2): “The angel of the
Lord descended from heaven, and came and rolled
back the stone from the door, and sat upon it."”

Yea, verily, the angel rolled away the huge stone
and sat upon it! Death was conquered! The grim
and sinister powers ol darkness, evil, and Satan
were routed by the almighty powers of heaven.
Blessed victory supreme! Look at the golden sun-
shine streaming in through the open door, for the
stone is not there. It is dawn. We have an empty
tomb.

But first of all, the literal death of Christ must
be established. We read, “We see Jesus, . that
he ... should taste death for every man” (Iebrews
229y “And they crucified him™; “And Jesus cried

with a loud voice, and gave up the ghost”; “But
God commendeth his love toward us, in that, while
we were vet sinners, Christ died for us” (Romans
5:8).

A leader ol the ravonalistic forces of Ingland
tricdd to prove the theory that Jesus was only ap-
parently dead by appealing to the fact that, when
the side ol Christ was pierced, blood came forth.
He asked, “Can a dead man bleed?” The sufficient
answer is that when a man dies of what is popu-
larly called a “broken heart” the blood escapes into
the pericardium, and alter remaining there for a
short time it separates into serum  (the water) and
clots (the red corpuscles, blood). Thus, if a man
were dead and his side were pierced with a spear,
if the point of the spear entered the pericardium,
“blood and water,” as the Scriptures sav, would
tlow out. Thus the divine record is confirmed.

What the infidel brought forth as prool against
His death is in reality a sure prool that Jesus was
actually dead. T is a minute illustration of the
accuracy ol the story as found in the Gospels. Yes,
“Christ died for us.” “But we preach Christ cruci-
tied.” “TFor the preaching ol the cross is to them
that perish foolishness: but unto us which are
saved it is the power of God™ (I Corinthians 1:18).

Farthermore, the Resurrection was the most
prominent and cardinal point of apostolic testi-
mony.  When the apostolic company, after the
apostasy of Judas Iscariotr, felt it necessary to bring
their number to twelve again, it was in order that
the newly chosen apostle might “be a witness with
us of his resurrcction” (Acts 1:21-22)

Peter also gave emphasis to this truth on the
Day of Pentecost. The kevnote of his sermon was,
“This Jesus hath God raised up, whereof we all
are witnesses” (Acts 2:32). When all were filled
with the blessed Holy Spirit, “with great power
gave the apostles witness of the resurrection of the
Lord Jesus™ (Nets 1:33). The central doctrine of
the Apostle Paul on Mars’ Hill in Athens, before
the Epicurean and Stoic philosophers, was Jesus
and the Resurrection (Acts 17:18) .

The resurrection of Jesus Christ is one of the
two great lundamental doctrines of the gospel, the
other being His atoning death. They are bound
together like Siamese twins. Paul says: “Morcover,
brethren, T declare unto vou the gospel which 1
preached unto you, which also ve have received,
and wherein ye stand; IFor T delivered unto
vou lirst of all that which 1 also received, how that
Christ died for our sins according to the scriptures:
and that he was buried, and that he rose again the
third day according to the scriptures” (I Corinthi-
ans 15:1-1). The Crucifixion loses its meaning
without the Resurrection, but we have atonement
and resurrection life and power in Christ.

If Jesus Christ did not rise from the dead, how
do we know He is the Way, the Truth, and the
Lilez How do we know that by believing on Him
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we shall be saved? How do we know that His blood
cleanseth from all sinz How do we know He has
gone to prepare a place for us and that Fe will
come again and receive us unto himself? How do
we know that death has lost its sting and the grave
has been swallowed up in victory?

How do we know that the Spirit of God, who
raised Jesus Christ from the dead, shall also quick-
en our motrtal bodies? Tow do we know that when
He shall appear we shali be like Him? How do we
know that “the sulferings ol this present time are
not worthy to be compared with the glory which
shall be revealed™ (Romans 8:18) 7 How do we
know that we “shall sit down with Abraham, and
Isaac, and Jacob, in the kingdom of heaven™z How
do we know that the sacred promises ol the holy
Book arc worth any more than the ink and paper
it took to print them: How do we know that a
blessed eternity awaits us as redeemed children of
God?

But thanks be unto God, He did rise. They scaled
His tomb, but it could not hold Him. He lay there
cold and dead in the grave. Hell had pandemoni-
um. Devils hissed in glee. 'The powers ol darkness
secemed to triumph. Nature was convulsed, and
gloom sctiled down over the carth.  Hope was
gone.

But all heaven knew better. 1 othink Gabriel
must have said to the celestial choir, “Hold vour
breath a minute now, for vou'll need it and as
the last minute ol the world's mightiest miracle
ticked off, the powerful breath of God swept
through the slecping clay and like a flash ol light
His glorious Son was on Iis feet again, while
heaven’s choir rose tier upon tier and row upon
row and shouted victoriousty, “Hallelujah!  Halle-
lujah! Hallelujah!  Christ is risen! The
God is alive!”

And I see the holy, divine, and wondertul Sav-
iour as He journeys now to the Isle of Patmos for
a visit with John, His beloved apostle: and 1e
cries: “Fear not; 1 am the first and the last: T am
he that liveth, and was dead; and, behold, 1 am
alive for evermore, Amen; and have the kevs of hell
and ol death” (Revelation 1:17-18) .

Up from the grave He arose,

With a mighty trivmph o’cr His foes.

He arose a Victor from the davk domain,

And He lives forcoer with His saints Lo veign.

He arose! He arose!

Hallelhujah! Christ arose!

Son of

“Christians more than others ought lo be con-
cerned to see that such service |as involved in
their daily tasks] is done loyally and with in-
tegrity. It is not that Christians have to think up
strange things to do that would not occur to non-
Christians. It is rather that Christians do the
ordinary mecessary jobs that have to be done,
but do them for Christ’'s sake.”—Anthony T.
Hanson.
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is risen indeed!

And. . . . the angel of the Lord descended from
heaven, . and said . . . Fear not . . . He is
not here: for he is risen, as he said (Matthew
28:2-6).

WILNT a glorious prockumation! Christ had been
arucilied in shame. Only the devotion of Joseph
ol Arimathaca Iis hody from abandon to
the Cross. He carefully removed and laid  this
holv, Tifeless form in his own new tomb.  Jesus'
followers had gone into hiding for fear of the Jews.
His scemed a lost cause: His death, a terrible mis
carriage of justice.

But it was not a lost cause. The battle for eternal
lile was on. Jesus had said He would rise the third
dav, and this Tle did. Nor was He dependent upon
the angel to roll the stone Trom the entrance to the
Graveclothes and the grave had already
viclded to the power ol the resurrected Christ. The
open, empty sepulcher simply verified the fact for
His disciples and an unbelieving world to see.

The news of His resurrection brought new hope
(o Christ's followers. Again they dared to face the
enemy.  After the outpouring of the Holy Spirit
on the Day ol Pentecost, they spread across the
known world, proclaiming this great hope to man
kind. The Apostle Paul wrote with assurance
“But now is Christ risen [rom the dead, and be
come the firstiruits of them that slept™ (I Corinthi-
ans 15205

Job projected this hope when he said, 1 know
that my redeemer liveth, and thae he shall stand
at the Tatter day upon the carth: and though after
myv skin worms destroy this body, vet in my flesh
shall T see God: whom I shall sce for myself” (Job
19:25-27) .

In the southern part of Russia, within a radius
ol three hundred miles, the Communists had closed

saved

tombh.



the churches. One church remained open, serving
an area where lived a million people.  Church ser-
vices for the Russian Easter Sunday start at mid-
night and continue until about five o'clock in the
morning. This particular vear about [ifty thousand
people came [rom the various villages to attend
the traditional services. In this number was a per-
son who gave this incident to this writer.

Thousands gathered outside the crowded church,
arrving lighted candles. The local Communist
government cmploved three dunce orchestras 1o
disturb the religious service.

In the morning the entire population of the city
was ordered to meet in the city square. Those who
did not would be fined.  About thirty thousand
people gathered in the main square.

For four hours Communist officials spoke to this
silent mass of humanity, condemning religion and
religious holidays. At the end of this program, the
caowd was asked if anyone had anything to say.
Aman lifted his hand. He approached the podium
microphone.  With hand raised he firmly stated,

HO?

[

THE STORY goes like this. Girls tend to marry
voung and have their children in quite rapid sue-
cession. By the time they are in their thirties, the
children are in school and they spend most of their
time at home with little or nothing to do.

Educators have become aware of this situation
and have launched a campaign to get these moth-
ers into college. Thev are examples of “wasted”
woman power, and by obtaining a college educa-
tion they will be able again to take their places in
society and make a worthwhile contribution to the
welfare of the country.

This idea has considerable merit, for many mar-
tied women are taking up their education where
they dropped it to be married, and they are going
back to the office and the factory. This is good—
provided their husbhands will put up with the
houses they are not keeping and the homes they
are not making.

Bu: there is another story. Children have moth-
es and are dependent upon them. When a child
goes to kindergarten he needs Mother to call for
him when the day’s singing and crying are ended.
When he gocs to public school he looks forward to
geiting home; and the first word shouted as he
hurls open the door is “Mom.” Even for a high
school student, something is missing if he has to

WASTED WOMAN POWER

“Christ 1y risen.”  And thousands ol voices an-
swered, “Christ is risen indeed!” This man was
arrested and was never seen by his friends again.
But his faith lives on even through persecution and
death.

The risen Christ is more than a historical fact to
the Christian. "This cternal hope is not associated
with time alone. We like to compare the bursting
forth of nature, in all its beauty, with the Resurrec-
tton—but it 15 only symbolic; 1t is not eternal.

As a star ol cternal lite, this fact of the resur-
reciedd Christ has given courage to Christians
through the centuries. Many have faced ravenous
beasts, to be torn to pieces; some have been burned
at the stake; many others have been killed by vari-
ous forms of torture, or hunted like animals, or
thrown into dungeons to die. Yet this abiding hope
and assurance ol everlasting life draws, as a great
magnet, all Christians of earth on toward the
eternal city.  The Christian associates the risen
Christ with cternity, for Jesus said, “Because I live,
ve shall live also” (John 14:19).

come home to an empty house because Mother has
to work until five o'clock. If she doesn’t want to
stay home because he is in school, he may not want
to stay home because she is at work.

There is a certain stern logic to this matter. If
caring for boys and girls, sharing their joys and
troubles, being on hand when necded, and allow-
ing onesell to be the most wonderful person in a
child’s life are not taking one’s place in society and
making a contribution to one’s country, reason
would be hard put to find anything that does.

A job can seem so important! The extra money
will buy so many things the children need! The
[amily will make out somehow. But just last Sun-
day a mother told how much better her home was
during her vacation from work. The boys seemed
to be different. She wondered if she should quit
her job.

Well might all such mothers ponder long what
is happening to their homes and families while
they are away at work. Money cannot provide or
replace that which is needed most—Mother in the
home. Neither church, nor camp meeting, nor
youth institute can give children and young people
the teaching and training which are neglected in
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the home, In most cises the mother must carry the
greater weight of this responsibility.

A recent Time Magazine article claims that cer-
tain disorders in a small child may indicate “that
there is something wrong with his mothering: either
he is not getting enough of it or he is getting the
wrong kind.” Part of this lack is attributed to
working mothers.

Where is the wasted woman power? In colleges
and offices which have robbed homes of mothers of
growing children. Who arc the neglecters of social
and community responsibilitiess Those who have
heen made to feel that raising children requires
something less than a mother’s best. Who thinks

To Lve Is

By IVAN A. BEALS,

THESE INSPIRING WORDS are found in Philip-
pians 1:21. Here the apostle wrote, “For to me
to live is Christ, and to die is gain.” This short
verse not only voices the faith of Paul, but it gives
utterance to the hope of every Christian.

“Lifc” is the key word of the gospel. The “good
news’” is that our lives need not be an ineffective
attempt to survive. In Christ—there is life. “le
that hath the Son hath life” (I John 5:12).

The story ol our redemption does not end with
the sacrificial death of Jesus Christ on the Cross.
It is not enough that our Lord should die for our
sins. All of that sacred scene would be in vain
unless He provides life. Decath must be conquered
as well as sin, and the Saviour who died to re-
deem us from sin must also triumph over its fatal
penalty. The heaven-sent Son of God and Son
of Man must be raised from the dead. Then the
same Spirit that quickened His dead body must
also quicken our mortal bodies.

This was the united proclamation of the apostles
—that the crucified Saviour had become the risen
Lord. No longer was living a hopeless maze. No
longer was death a fearsome foe. The Lord Jesus
had gone the way before them, and IHis resurrec-
tion left a light in the dark shadow of death.
Fearlessly they labored for Christ’s kingdom, fac-
ing hardship, persecution, and martyrdom, know-
ing that He was with them. They had seen Him;
they had known Him: they had obeyed His com-
mission; they had received His Spirit at Pentecost.
Thus the apostles knew the glory of Christ’s pres-
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that children ol school age no longer necd tull:
time mothers? Someone who has a theory to pub-
lish or a proposition to sell.

Sound sensc is exhibited by the mother of six
who claims that the children enhance the family's
interest in community and social life. “The chil-
dren tic us down, of course, down to an important
role in the world, down to carth and happiness.”

In still better language the writer of the Proverbs
describes the virtuous woman as one who “looketh
well to the wavs of her houschold, and eateth not
the bread ol idleness. Her children arise up, and
call hier blessed; her husband also, and he praiseth
her™ (31:27-28) .

Pastor, Benton, lllinois

ence in therr lives.

The Lord's victory over death dispels the gloom
of the grave for all His followers. Whenever men
deny the glorious resurrcction of Jesus from the
dead, theyv turn out the light, and they sit in
darkness, hopeless and lost. 'The triumph of the
Lord Jesus over sin and death and hell certifies
the achievement of everlasting life for those who
believe on Him. lHe thereby turns the apparent
loss of physical death into real gain. This is the
lasting message of the Easter story.

However, critics take varying views on how much
of the Resurrection account they feel can be in-
telligently accepted.  Some disbelieve the super-
natural events surrounding it, even to the point of
classifving the post-Resurrection appearances of
Jesus as mere visions of His bercaved followers.
But the difficulty of belief is not that the stone was
rolled away, that the tomb was empty, or that
Christ had appeared to His disciples.  The all-
embracing question is: Did Jesus really conquer
death to be alive forevermore?

There is one vital point that cannot be dis-
credited by unbelievers. Tt is the fact that Chris-
tians across the centuries have reckoned death to
be a defeated foe. Faith in the resurrection of
Christ has survived lies, deceit, and unbelief from
the time when the disciples were accused of steal-
ing the bodv of Jesus until this very day.

Faith in the scriptural record of the Faster story
depends upon a unique discovery, that which Paul
declares—*"to live is Christ.” Whenever the heart



ob man canaccept the B that Jesus died on the
Cross to save him from sin, such a Saviour cannot
be left entombed. The moment we believe, the
witness of a living Redeemer is present to trans-
form our lives. We are released from the bondage
of sin and death to the freedom of life. Then His
Spirit moves us to seek the fullness of IHis indwell-
ing presence. Indeed we can say that we know we
have passed from death unto life, that we know
we have eternal life (c¢[. T John 5:18).

The Resurrection account immediately changes
from the record of historical evewitnesses to a per-
sonal diary of the power of Christ living in you
and me. To live a Christan life, we must have
Christ.  For Him to exerdise any power to save,
to sanctily, to preserve, our crucified Lord must be
resurrected as the apostle affirmed. The logic of a
victorious Saviour demands the restoration of the
same bodv, soul, and spirit that suffered for our
sins and endured the destruction of both physical
and spiritual death.

The light of this truth dawned upon the sin-
blinded conscience of Saul. From his experience
on the Damascus Road he was able positively to
atfirm the continuing witmess that Christ was in-
deed risen from the dead. The glory of his per-
sonal contact with the Lord Jesus changed Saul to
Pauland it energized him to unparalleled mission-
ary effort. Paul's secret of untiring resource is ap-
parent. He was a partaker of the life of Christ—

Permit me to make
an urgent person-
al appeal for an
“all-out” Easter
Offering that will
surpass anything
vou have ever
done.

Try to catch the vision of the
approaching darkness. We must do
our best to bring the light to as
many as possible.

General Superintendent

“For to me 1o live is Christ.” Thus, physical death
meant no loss—"to dic is gain.”

Today may the lile ol Christ pervade our evervy
circumstance. How much dilference it would mean
in our evervday service il we could get a fresh
glimpse ol the resurrected Christ! How much
greater would he our missionary giving, and how
much clearer would be our testimony to the world
that “to live 1s Christ”!

‘O Death, Where Is Thy Sting?”

HOW would she take it? How would the mother
hold up under the pressurez Only last Sunday her
middle child had participated in the Sunday school
Easter program.  Letting the memorized lines go.
the voung woman had testilied from her heart, and
God's blessing had fallen upon all.

That night her appendix ruptured; peritonitis
son did its deadly work. Surgery was too late.
Penicillin had not vet come. Now, in a few hours,
the lovely daughter was to be buried.

Lawoke early in the morning of the dav of the
funeral and heard the soft sorrow of the wakeful
mother. Not once since the baule for the girl's
lile was lost had there been an outery. Not one
simgle word of blamie or hopelessness had passed
the chief mourner’s lips. How 1 appreciated her
bearing and triumph! My heart welled up in
praise to the Lord and in affection for the brave
woman,

“I'love you, dear,” I called softly.

“I've been lying here thinking,” she replied.
“Do you suppose folks would think it queer if 1

asked 1o help sing around the grave? I'd like to
sing ‘My Faith Looks Up to Thee.” T don't blame
God for taking my girl. Just think of the seventeen
vears of jov I've had: T might not have had her at
all. "Then I'd Tike for us to sing “We're Marching
to Zion.” After all, this life is just a place of prepa-
ration for the next: her preparation was completed
before ours. I'd especially like to sing the stanza:

Let those refuse to sing
IVho never knew our God;

But claldren of the heao'nly King . ..
May speak their jovs abroad.

I want my unsaved brother to know that a Chris-
tian can sing at a time like this”

The group and the mother sang the hymns at
the graveside that April afternoon, while cach sing-
er was thinking in his heart: O death, where is
thy sting? O grave, where is thy victory? . . . thanks
be to God, which giveth us the victory through our
Lord Jesus Christ” (I Corinthians 15:55-57) .

Hallelujah!

APRIL 10, 1963 o (129) 9



THIS is the glad Easter season. May this Easter-
tide bring to us a present-tense, satisfying experi-
ence. And it can if we will but allow it to do so.
For when we climb out of ourselves to Christ, who
is the Resurrection and the Life, “old things are
passed away; . .. all things are become new” (1T Co-
rinthians 5:17).

Easter is not simply a date on the calendar that
marks the occasion for a celebration, special pro-
grams, new clothes, colored Kaster eggs, and gay
Laster baskets. Easter is for always. Every day is
Easter, for Christ 1s alive. And as we open our
hearts and we begin to discover the living Christ,
life assumes an added dimension—Christ is alive,
so every day is Laster.

Some years ago a popular English novelist wrote
a book called When It 1Was Dark. The story centers
about the eflorts of a wealthy unbeliever to dis-
credit Christianity. He endeavors to do this by
attempting to discredit the Resurrection. In that
respect his logic is sound; for if the Resurrection
can be discredited, Christianity is overthrown.

This man hired pscudo archacologists to fake a
discovery of the body of Jesus in the neighborhood
of Jerusalem. On the tomb was an inscription tes-
tifying that the owner of this sepulcher stole the
body of Jesus and hid it there.

This book then gocs on to describe the ultimate
effect of such a discovery, if accepted as truth, upon
the Christian Church and upon civilization in gen-
el in powerlul passages the author shows how,
graduall;, the (Mirician Church crumbles and col-
lapses; how men wnd wonien go back to lust, cruel-
ty, and animalism; and Lise the flame of hope dies
out in every human heart.

How empty life would be if there hud Leen no
Resurrection! But there is a Resurrection! Christ
Jesus lives today! And we know for a fact this is
true—the resurrection of Jesus, like His crucifixion
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IS EVERY DAY!

and death, is a thoroughly attested event I human
history. We know that He lives, for He lives in
our hearts, giving us [resh courage—for in His
sight we cannot take ourselves cheaply. He bought
us with such a great price, valued your soul and my
soul more than the wealth of all the world. We
count terrifically.

For all Christians, Easter should bring us to
thought and prayer about Jesus, dying for us on
the Cross and then conquering death in His glori-
ous resurrection on Laster morning.

No, Laster is not just a date on the calendar that
marks the occasion Lor celebrations ol various kinds,
for the carrying out of customs handed down to us
through tradition. Faster is every day; for like the
first followers of Jesus, we know that Ile is alive,
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“He Shewed Them
His Hands and His Feet”

Luke 24:40

Lord, when 1 am weary with ioiling,
And burdensome seem Thy commands,
If my load should lead to complaining,
Lord, show me Thy hands,
Thy nail-pierced hands,
Thy cross-torn hands.
My Seviour, shew me Thy hands.

Christ, if ever my footsteps should falter,
And I be prepared for retreat,

If desert or thorn cause lamenting,
Lord, show me Thy feet,
Thy bleeding feet,
Thy mnail-scarred feet.

My Jesus, show me Thy feet.

O Ged, dave I show Thee
My hands end my feet?

Writton by Rishap Rradley Anglican Bishop in India
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not just on Faster, but every day, to strengthen us
each moment to do what is right.

Easter assures us that we are not alone as we
seek to follow Him.

May we enter into the deeper meaning of Easter
with its remembrance of sacriflice, its assurance that
Jesus lives today, its call for all to share the glory
of the Cross, the garden, the giving!

As Christians, we believe that God 1s a loving
Father, and that He calls upon cach one ol us to
live as His child wherever we are—not only at the
glad Easter season, but eveny dav in every way 1o
grow more like Him.

A happy Easter to all!

For Time of Perplexity

Forgive, O Lord, when we demand
That someone should explain

The why and whevefore of the loss,
The waiting, or the pain.

Give us a faith that shines without
Resentment or despair,

A peace without perimeter,
IVhatever we must bear.

By GRACE V. WATKINS

The Strangest Question Ever Aske

By JOSEPH D. WRIGHT, Nampa, Idcho

IN THE TWILIGH'T of the carly morning hours
of the first Faster Dav a band of women left their
homes, assembled at a given place, and began a
sorrowlul trip to the burial place of their fallen
Master. In their hands they carried precious spices
and rare ointments, the price of sacrifice, with
which they meant to anoint the body of Jesus.

Hurriedly is body had been buried just three
days before, that the Jewish Sabbath might not be
desecrated by an unburied body. In their haste
they had been unable properly to care for His body.
Now thev went at the first opportunity to [inish
their last rites of love for One for whom they had
cared so much.

As they walked, they discussed the momentous
task of removing the huge stone blocking the
entrance to the cave-tomb. Who, they wondered,
would help them to roll away the heavy stone?
They knew the task was too great for them, mere
women: but who would he up at this carly hour,
especially in this vicinity, the vicinity of the dead?

As they neared the burial scene they were over-
joved to see the stonce was already gone from the
cave's entrance. Fagerly they rushed into the tomb
to lavish their last care on Ilis sacred body; but
wonder of wonders, [lis body was not there! In
the place where He had been now lay His grave-
dothes in their place as il by some miracle His
body had departed without even disturbing the
wrappings ol death.

In fear they looked at one another, not knowing
what to do or which way to move. Through their
minds raced many questions, Where is He? What
has happened to Him? Was it the disciples that
had taken His body, or had it been taken by His
enemies?

Then suddenly Lhcy became aware of the pres-

ence of two men, in shining, bright apparel, stand-
ing nearby, One spoke, and the words he spoke
could not have been stranger to these women who
may have helped o lay His lifeless body in this
grave just the third day belore. The angel's words
came in the form of a question, “Why seck ye the
living among the dead?” (Luke 21:5) As if he had
known their thoughts he had spoken, but a stranger
question he could not have asked. Where else
could they seck Him?

The words of the angel were at first confusing.
They knew Jesus had died. ITad they not seen
Him nailed to the Cross? 1ad they not heard His
agonizing cries? Had they not themselves watched,
and perhaps helped to lay His lileless body in this
tomb? Fad ihey not left Him, sealed in this tomb
guarded by Roman soldiers? Where else could
they seck Him?

Then slowly the startling announcement of the
angels began to sink in: “He is not here: for he
is risen, as he said” (Matthew 28:6). Could it be
truer “Remember how he spake unto you ”
(LLuke 21:6) . Yes, now they remembered. If His
words had been true in life, why should not they
be true in the face of apparent death?

Iresh hope stole acioss their wounded hearts as
a life-giving balm. The accusation {lung at Him
on the Cross, “He saved others; himself he can-
not save” (Matthew 27:42), was not the last word.
e was alive; e had conquered death; He was
the indestructible Christ, God himself! Into the
carly twilight they once again disappeared to tell
the joviul news, “Ie lives!”

Christ is the living Lord! We worship not at
the shrine of a tomb; we worship at the feet of
a living, life-giving God. He is not to be found
in the forms and liturgy of any church, including
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our own, but in the bowing of the penitent heart
at the feet of the Living One. “Why seek ve the

living among the dead? e is not heres hut s

risen.”’

As for me and my house, we will serve the Lord (Joshua 24:15).

A Committed Famuly

By W. M. LYNCH, Pastor, Oak Avenue Church. Duncan, Oklahoma

TLHIS VERSLE OF SCRIPTURE cml)]l:lsi/cs three
important points:

First, we sce personal participation in the dec-
laration, “As for me . . ." It is this personl par-
ticipation which adds faith to enthusiasm, toil to
interest, co-operation to commitment. It cnhances
the outlook; enlarges the potential, and increases
possibilitics. At the same time it dwarfs all doubts,
minimizes all fears, and mukes small all signs of

failure. It establishes a {irm footing, maintains a
spivitual  standard, and  produces an enlarged
church.

Joshua's commitment thrust him into the final
battle of cternal existence. While dreamers build
air castles and fantasvstricken souls envision the
nonexistent, God is waiting on practical, realistic,
sincere people to enter Tis kingdom with a per-
sonal participation.

Second, his voice echoed a parental proclamation
when he spoke authoritatively, and  my
house.” Tle firmly established his houschold on
God's side. Strength had come in family devotions:
hope was born in family prayer: stability was found
through [amily worship.  Farly i lite Joshua's
children had learned respect for God's work, rev-
erence for His house, rcliance upon His way.

Infant carvs those pravers had lieard :

In youth they heavd the Holy 1Word.
A mother's love, a father's care
Would ne'er allow defeat, despair!

No foc could ever stand before such family
unity; no cnemy could ever destroy such harmony
of home; no force could ever defeat such spiritual
solidarity! Joshua claimed his family for God and
for His kingdom. What a heritage they received!
Where are such positive parents today?

Third, procidential purpose is the theme of
his testimony, “We will serve the Lord.” There
was no plurality of purpose with Joshua, nor with
his family. To conquer foe and capture land was
but a part of their worship of and service to God.

Other gods there had been; others there would
be; but no homage was paid them by this family.
They would never bow to heathen idol nor wor-
ship graven image. They served the Lord in tes-
timony, “And they said, We are witnesses”™ (v. 22) .
They served the Lord in obedience, “His voice
will we obey” (v. 24). They served the Lord in
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worship, 7. .. by the sanctuary of the Lord™ (v. 26).
T'he years have come and gone since Joshua and
his family stood before their nation as a symbol
of divine commitment. Now we occupy the stage
and hold the world’s attention. lLet us decree as
did Joshua of old, “As for me and myv house, we
will serve the Lord.”
My life I give, and can’'t withhold
My love for Christ nor gift of gold.
My family, too. is stayed on Him;
The clovious light will never dim.

The Light Shone

in Darkness

IWhen chaos, vast and formless,
The void of space did fill,

1With universal darkness
Surrounding, cold and still,

God spoke, and worlds and heaven,
Most beautiful, were formed:

He spoke, and light was given,
And all the earth was warmed.

The world was wrapped in darkness,
In sin-created night,
Nor shined Shckinal’s brightness I
With God's prophetic light. it
But then above a manger, [
The world with light to bless,
A star disclosed the Saviour,
The Sun of Rightcousness. l

When sin and all its darkness,
With earth and all its night,
Are passed away forever
'Mid God's celestial light,
No need for sun to brighten,
No need for death’s dark shroud;
The Lord of Life will lighten
The day without a cloud!

By CHARLES L. CHILDERS
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Just as this issue was Dbeing made
up for the press, word was received of
the death of Dr. B. V. Seals, superin-
tendent of the Washington Pacific Dis-
trict, in a hospital in Scattle, Washing-
ton, on Iriday morning, March 22,

Word has been received of the death
of Rev. Wm. T. Mason, retired Nacza-
rene elder, on February 28, He is sur-
vived by his wife, Margaret, of 257
Rosemont Garden, Lexington, Kentucky;
also a stepson, James A, Pate, of Nash-
ville, Tennessce,

Evangelist John W. Harrold writes:
“I wish to thank our many fricnds for
their cards, letters, love offerings, and
Kindnesses shown to us during our sor-
tow. Because of the many prayers, God
has made it possible for me to be in
His work again.”

After serving Portland  First Church
for nearly four vears, Rev. A, G. Jef-
fries is now pastor of First Church in
Salem, Oregon.

Give Now . . . While It Is Day
There was an urgency to the mission-
arv message of St Paul, for the gospel
was new and must be teld throughout
the world.  So cffective were his efforts
that Luke records in Acts 19 “that all
they which dwelt in Asia heard the word
of the Lord Jesus, both Jews and
Greeks.”

There is also an urgency for missions
nour dav. The gospel according to
harl Marx has spread  its enslaving
tentacles around  the world. poisoning
the minds of men against God.  New
nations have arisen in startling rapidity,
in 1 globe-girdling spasm of national-
istic fever, many of them antagonistic
towards the “Western™ religion, Churis-
tarity. In spite of our tremendous
strbles in - cducation,  technology, and
wience, the irvational threat of atomic
warfare hangs like a Damoclean sword
over our civilization. In the Church
gererally, men's energies are spent in
frantic efforts towards organizational

unity, rather than in soul-saving evan-
gelisme Many seem to feel that indeed

“the night cometh, when no man can
work.”
Our  missionavies  are  giving  them-

sclves o Keep the light of the gospel
bhumming.  They need our pravers and
They
There are other
reached with holiness
evangelism. Through the Easter Offering
we help to press the light into the
darkness.  Let us give as the Lord di-
rects.

Sharing in the returns through the
Easter Offering are the overscas home
niissions The story of the ad-
vance of the church in these lands is a
modern Book of Acts. Keep our work-
ers in these fields on vour prayer list:

our help in order to carry on,
necd retiforcemaents.
ticlds vet to be

dreds,

Vlaska,  Hawali, Panama Canal Zone,
American Samoa,  Australia, New Zea-
Land, South Afvica  (European), Ger-
many,  Demmark, Bermuda, and  the

Chinese and Negro work in the United
States.

: e
Children in American Samoa take
part in a missionary skit. They sang,
“Jesus loves the little children, all
the children of the world.”

A 1962 S.C.A. Winner

Ritzville, Washington
Pastor: REV. PAUL KIDWELL
The award given to the Ritzville

church in the “Small Church Achieve-
ment” program was certainly well de-
served.  This church is located in what
has been  considered, in  the past, a
closed, unresponsive community.  RBe-

THE CHURCH AT WORK

cause of this, perhaps the most out-
standing achicvement was the new peo-
ple gained—people of fine caliber and
responsive to the sincere gospel message
of the Church of the Nazarene,  As-
sembly reports showed a membership of
twentv-eight, an increase of 647 per
cent for the vear—four of the new mem-
bers profession  of
taith.

The Sunday school went “over the
top” in comparison to previous years,
but it was the ministry with the young
adult age-group which proved par-
ticularly cffective. Success was achieved
simply by friendly and consistent visi-
tation by pastor and people. Also an
attitude of wanting to work in terms
of higness, even though a small church,
was dttractive to new people. Bulletins,
midweek papers, special letters, projects,
and class activities all played their part.

The church  participated  in - com-
munity church-wide services and  proj-
cets of the local ministerial association,
and also served the local rest home for
the aged, holding  Sunday  afternoon
services from time to time.

But this church is missionary-minded
and  stewardship-conscious  too.  All
budgets were paid in full; the people
gave  liberally  to special  missionary
speakers, Thanksgiving and Easter offer-
ings, and Alabaster; the local missionary
society met all requirements, not only
for a Star Socicty, but for a Gold Star
Society this vear.

Other achievements included interior
improvements and redecoration; a revival
campaign with Rev. Hal Glover as evan-
gelist (the first the church had been able
to have for two vears—it set a great spir-
itual tone for the churchy; an increase
in pastor's salary and a good love offer-
ing.

With fitting humility Brother Kid-
well wrote: “In a small  church, it
scems that there are always many op-
portunities  for achievement. One of
the greatest arveas of achicvement is to
find our place of service in the com-
munity as the Church of the Nazarene.

We were hoping to get the ex-
terior of the church painted to com-
plement the beautiful redecoration of
the interior. Who would have thought
that "Shining Lights on Sunday Nights’
was the answer to achieving this goal?
There are no Sunday cvening services
in our community, with the exception
of possibly one other, besides our
church.” A family from another de-
nomination began attending our Sun-
dav evening services. One evening, after
service, the man gave a check for $200

were  received  on
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for the exterion painting ol the chuich
and  parsonage, saving  that he would
like to help in a tangible way in re-

turn  for the blessings they had re-
ceived from the services.
% J . w

L3 . L3 3
Moving Missionaries
Rev, and Mus, Po R Kellenman
box number: Their
Taiper, Laiwan, Free China
Rev, and Mus. l'hilil) Steigleder’s ad-
dress is now:  P.O. Box 20, Athlone,
Cape Provinee, Republic of South Afvi-
ca.

have
4 new address s

Jox H22,

New School Year

Our new school year began February
5 with a capacity enrollment of about
seventy-five  students  in the Teacher
Training College. We are in the midst
of an extensive building  program  at
the moment in an ceffort to provide
more  dormitory and classroom  space,
but it is impossible to keep up with
the cries of Swaziland's youth for edu-
cation, This country is making a phe-
nomenal growth and there is a great
surge forward in the arca of education
and specialized training.

. L3
Praying for Revival
By MARY M. COOPER
Mozambique, Africa
We had good quarterly mectings in
January.  Our pastors are praving for
a revival in o their churches this vear.
On the cighth of cach month there is
a special praver and  fasting meeting
over the noon hour.  Each Saturdav
night an hour of praver is being k(‘p-t
by the pastors, asking God to visit our
churches in revival,

News from Belo Horizonte
By CHARLES GATES, Brazil

It is a jov to report our first Ala-
baster offerings. The Belo society has
had two openings with o total of S32.61
being poured out. Our people  have
wonderfully vesponded to the challenge
of this sacrificial offering.  The chil-
dren have their boxes too,

October 14 was a high dav in our
church,  Our Sunday school goal  of
one hundred was broken by three.
Twelve complete families were present

tonr the thiee more for
the eyening senvice, making a wal o
tifteen  complete during the
dav. the families have eight
children. Our portable chapel was well
filled.

Recendy we manked  the thivd an-
niversiny of the work here in Belo
Horizonte. We are grateful to God for

moirning  and

famitlies
One of

the victories and  for  the  increases.
Ouir cengregation numbered  sevent
Last Sumday night, Nemdy one half of
the comgregation stood  when T asked
how many were mirvacles of the trans-
forming grace of Christ during the past
three vears of our church’s life. We
thank the Lord for this and ave chal-

lenged to keep on keeping on,

New Bible School
By D. H. SPENCER
Republic of South Africa

Plans for the opening of our Bible
school in the Transvaal are going for-
ward. The opening date has not been
definitely set as The indications
now that there will be an initial
enrvollment of between thirty and forty.
News  of this plan has real
boost to our African leadership in the
Fransvaal and also the prospective stu-
dents. Prav for us that we will get it
~tarted off on the vight foot. Our need
for adequately trained  preachers who
are Nazarene in spirit is so great that
it would just about be fatal if we fail

yet,

dre

heen  a

i this venture,

There are some things we urgently
need for our new school: (1) textbooks
and reference books on Bible and the-
ological subjects for the Bible school
librarv:  (2)  school supplies such  as
notehooks, pencils. chalk, rulers, etes

3y bedding and curtains to assist the
married students: (1) used clothing for
hoth men and Any quantities
of anv of these would bhe a great help

women,

o s,

Praver Request

By CHARLES TRYON
Philippine Islands
Won't vou prav for the Philippines?

Prav that it will Dhe possible to put
churches in these needy aveas: prav
that workers will bhe called so  that
more open doors can be entered: and

prav that as we work together for His
kingdom—we here in the Philippines
and there at home-manv  souls
will bhe Him.

vou
won to

wasted life.

A life that is spent, instead of invested, is a
Every
talents, material goods—is worthwhile only if
commifted fully to God.
kingdom of God by giving in the way He leads
in this Easter Offering. For by giving—God's
work is advanced. and what God has given me
has been shared with others.

Vernon E. Lunn, Executive, Sears Roebuck & Co.

part of our lives—time,

I can invest in the
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Fourteen-year-old  Norman Moore of
First Pucblo, Colorado, has a
that  overy  local youth  group
needs to hear, Here it s, as subuitted
by Mr. Naumann, youth sponsor:

VISION rrus PRAYER,
rrLus Work, EQuals ADVANCE

One of the young men of the teen-
ape group, Vistonaires, became  greatly
concerned about his friends and school-
mates who did not know God. He saw
a vision of them coming to the Lord
1 his hitm  more  enthusiasm  to-
ward winning souls for the Master.

A plan, “The Hanvest Campaign,”
was formed.  Each  teen-age  member
would be encouraged to endeavor to
win onc to the Lord during the month
of February, which would be  called
the “Month of Harvest.”

In a message the president threw out
a challenge to the other members of
the youth group. They also got the
vision of winning someone to the Lord
The challenge was wholcheartedly ac
cepted, as shown by the uplifting of
their hands, pledging their co-operation,
himself

Church,
report

gave

Fach member  committed
signing o pledge card.

In another sermon the president, dur-
ing service. called  the adalt
members of the church to pray for
“I'he Harvest Campaign™ and the vouth
of the church, that God would bless
and direct in their cetforts.

The teen-agers chose praver parents,
whereby one adult and one voung per-
son would he praving for one particu-
Lar person that he would tind God as
his Saviour. on the grounds that Jesus
said, "It two of shall agree on
carth as touching anv thing that they
shall ask, it shall he done for them of
myv Father which is in heaven”™  (Mat-
thew 18:19) .

Fach voung person did his part in
getting the one he thought he could
win (o church.  Some took
their friends home for dinner and then
brought them to church  that night
This increased the attendance of Vision-
aives and also gave the visitor an op-
portunity to hear the gospel of  Jesus
Christ preached. Other work was done
through the mailing of cards and let

IHJ\('I

rou

come o

Lers.

During  “The  Harvest  Campaign”
there were seven souls won to the Mas-
L 5

Yes, friends, Tision plus Praver, plu
Work, docs cqual Advance every time
cvervwhere,

“Where theve is no vision. the peo-
ple perish® (Proverbs 29:18) ; “Prav ve
therefore the Tord of the harvest, that
send forth labourers into his
harvest” (Matthew 9:38) 0 “T must work
the works of him that sent me, while
it is dav: the night cometh, when no
man can work” (John 9:1)

he o will



Friends, do vou want veur church to
grow, vour vouth group to increasc in
numbers, or vour friends and ncighbors
won o the Lord: If vou do, use this
formula: Vision plus Praver, plus Work,
Equals  Advance. Tt works
cverywhere, every time.

positively
You can and
will rejoice in getting glory to God's
name, just as we did at First Church
of the Nuazarene in Pueblo, Colorado.

GENE|
Board of Trustees’ Meeting
Bethany Nazarene College

President Rov H. Cantrell presented
his sixtecenth annual report to the Board
of Trustees of Bethany Nazarene Col-
lege, Bethany, Oklahoma, on February
13 The report highlighted growth of
the student body o a record cumula-
e entollment of 1.335 students {or
this academic vear.

The trustees authorized the planning
of @ master’s degree program in theology
as a fifth-vear graduate degrees vequin-
ing thittv-two hours of  studs

bevond
the bachelor’s degree,

Rev. Curtis Smith, assistant to the
president. reported  that 52908372 has

now been pledged for new construction
on the campus.

Construction is well under way on the
Religion  Building.  LToundation  and
steelwork is completes; exterior brick
walls are vising. Occupancey of this air-
conditioned  classtoom building s
plinned for September.

A Praver Chapel will be erected next
W the Religion Building. Members of
Oklahoma City Tirst Church  pledged
over S10.000 which was devoted to this
special project.

Animmediate start on plans for a
new men's dormitory was signaled Dy
the board. .\ self-amortizing loan from
the Federal Housing  Agency  will he
sought for this greatly necded building,

Also approved was the plan 1o re-
model and expand  administiative  of-

fice space on the ground and  main
floors of Bresee Tall. T he second floon
was restvled Tast summer from library

facitities into four classrooms and five
feulty offices for the Department of
Education.

Five new appointtients to the  fac-
ulty were announced. Dy, Robert Sta-
ples will join the Religion Departinent:
Dr. Judy Pavne will serve in Business
Administration Department: Miss Gladys
Copeland will teach in home cconomics;
ad two Nazavene missionarics to India
will be on the faculty.  Rev. Bronell
Greer will teach in the Religion De-
partment in the fall semester. aned Mo,
Paula Greer will teach Trench, a po-
dtion she held before going to - India
Rev. Curtis Smith was named head
of 2 committee of ity persons o fur-
ther wills, annuities, wud gifts program.
The fifty will he selected from a vaviety
of professions  across  the  ceducational
one,

The trustees reaffirmed  their confi-
dence in their chairman, Dr. Orville
Jenkins, in re-clecting him for the com-
ing vear. Dr. A, Milton Smith was
eected viee-chiimem, and Rev, |0 L

Aster

This is my offering for world evangelism
to help build the kingdom of God around
the world.

Clip and mail to:

John Stockton,

General Treasurer

6401 the Paseo
Kansas City 31, Missouri

Gassett ae-clected as secretary,
Lhev again extended to Drooand Mis,

Cantrell heartiest appreciation for their

fine lTeadership, The Cantrells Teft fo
Palestine and Furope on March 13 for
a special vacation trip presented  them
Ly the trustees at their 1962 annual
meeting.—J. T Gassvrr, Seerclary of the
Doard. ‘

North Arkansas Preachers’
Convention

The North Arkansas preachers’ con-
vention,  February 27, was well
attended and proved a oreal blessing to
the pastors and Tavmen who were privi-
leged to attend.

Dr. Hardy  C. Powers stirred  our
hearts and theilled our souls with his
challenging messages. v spirvit of unity
and  cocoperation was manifested
throuchout the entire convention.

The convention  vesponded  with 2
great spivit in giving a love offering
of 5700 for our good district superin-

20 1o

tendent. Rev, Bovd Hancock, who was
not able to he preseat because of ill-
1ness,

Heart-stirring  devotional  messages

were given by Reve Ralph Ahlemann,
pastor at Blvtheville. and by Dr. .
rank  Becketr, pastor of First Chureh

in Forvt Santh,

I'hree very  interesting papers were
presented by Reve Glenn Bounds, pas-
tor at o Beotonville  First: Rev., Mike
Courtmeyv, pastor ot Favetteville;  andd
Reve Bob Guaut. pastor of  Edgewood
Church in Jonesbhoro.

The convention  proved a blessing

to the pastor and people of First Church
i Scarov. We o were all blessed and in-
spived., and determined to do more foi
the Kingdom under the able and pro-
ficient leadership of our district lead-
Rev, and Miso Bovd €. Hancodk,
Groker WO Broosworii, Neporter,

S,

Brownwood, Texas—Lirst Church re-
centlv had a good revival with Rev.
Mis, Eama Irick as the evangelist. With
her many vears of  experience,  Mrs,
Ivick is a capable cvangelist and soul
winner. God blessed and gave a good
number of scekers and a good class of
members joining  the church by pro-
fession of faith. Nearing the end of the
statistical vear, Brownwood Iirst Church
is showing a gain of about 15 per cent
in Sundav school attendance over last
vear, and has added to the church by
profession of faith a number equal to
about 10 per cent of last vear's re-
parted  churdh membership —B. Fowix
Prrewins, Pastor,

Canonsburg.  Pennsylhvania—Recently
our church had a good revival with
Fvangelist Russell Bowman. He
preached cach night with the anointing
of the Holy Spirit, and God gave several
seekers at the altar. "The entire church
appreciated Brother Bowman's ministry,
and  the c¢hurch

hoard asked him to
return for a future meeting. We ap-
preciate our loval people.  Since our

coming here last Mav, God has helped
s to redecorate the inside of the sanc
tnary and eiven us an increase in mem-
bership. We give God praise for His
hicssines.— Grorar O Stierry, Pasior,

Columbus,  Indiana--This has  been
a wondertul vear at First Church. After
completing the huilding of a mission-

ary chureh in Africa, we took on the
support ol six native pastors on  our
African field.  Last vear, previous to

tuking the support of these pastors, our
church topped  the entive  district by
SH000 in missionary giving: this vear we
expect 1o osurpass that. Our Sunday
school is running twenty-one per Sun-
duv over the average for last vear, and
A departments are on o the  increasce.
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There is a wonderful spirit in the reg-
ular services, and recently we had an
excellent revival, The church has given
me a recall vote for the ninth year—
continuing my pastorate here until Au-
gust of '64. We give God praise for His
help and blessing.—Arprrt B, SCHNFIDUR,
Pustor.

Alliance.  Ohio—Our  church  began
their special Youth Week  emphasis
with a banquet, at which 76 were pres-
ent, and Rev. Owen Glassburn was the
speaker.  On Tuesday night 40 teen-
agers, plus some adults, met at the
church for visitation. On Wednesday
cvening the young people had a praver
service with 115 present, fellowed by a
special  film, “Teen-agers and Their
Testament.” On Thursday night cvan-
gelistic services began with Rev. John
Donley as special speaker. The youth
were in charge of the entire program,
including teaching the Sundav school
classes on Sundav. This was one of the
best vouth revivals T have had in any
church where T have pastored. Average
attendance each night was 176, with 45
voung people at the altar. We arc grate-
ful for a fine group of voung pcople
who love the Lord.—]. O. McCaskrrr,
Pastor.

Pastor S. Roy G. Hall reports: “We
assumed  the pastorate of our Bethel
Church in Toronto, Ontario, in Novem-
ber of 195%; the hurch had been or-
ganized in May ol that year with 7
members.  God has given us steady
gains in the Sunday school and other
departments. There were 100 in Sun-
dav school on February 10, and church
membership is now around the 50 mark.
Last Deccember, Bethel Church  dedi-
cated an excellent new church school
unit, valued at more than $35.000; also
the sanctuarv has been remodeled and
improved. The whole project was large-
Iv executed by the men of the church,
and there is a debt of only 813500, Tt
has been a privilege to scrve the people
of Bethel Church, and there was excel-
lent attendance at our farewell service.
I have accepted the appointment of our
district  superintendent to our First
Church, in Canada’s capital city, Ot-
tawa. If vou have friends in that area,

we would be happv to receive their
names and addresses.”
Buckhannon, West Virginia—God

blessed and gave us a good revival with
Rev. Lynn Cassedav as the evangelist.
Some thirty people bowed at the altar
ol praver, finding definite victory for
regeneration, and several were sancti-
ficd. In spite of severe cold and deep
snow, the services were well attended,
with an average of more than fifty cach

night during the meeting. On the
closing night six new members were
added to the church. We give God

praise for this good revival—-H. Doyik
Sarrri, Pastor.

Rossville, Georgia—Fairview Church
recently cnjoyed one of the best re-
vivals of its historv. with the Thomas
Fowler Evangelistic Party as the special
workers. In spite of very severe weath-
erowe averaged an attendance of one
hundred for each of the ten nights, and
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counting as they came, seventy-two peo-
ple found victory in God at the altar
of praver. The Fowlers carry a full
singing and preaching program, and
Brother Fowler's Spirit-anointed preach-
ing was greatly used of the Lord to win
sounls, and to help and encourage our

people.  Pastor and  people  were so
pleased with the ministry of these work-
ers that thev have been slated to re-

turn to us next year—W. J. Coyws, Pas-
tor,

Darbvdale, Pennsvlvania—On  Febru-
arv 13 we closed the best revival in the
history of our church. Our evangelist,
Rev. Rov Bellomy, preached the Word
of God with unction. with emphasis on
practical holiness.  God  blessed,  our
people shouted, and we saw the con-
tinuous outpouring of the Spirit. In
same services, seckers came to the altar

without anv  preaching.  More than
forty sought  God  for reconciliation,
siving  and  sanctifving  power.—]J. N.
Lakix, Pastor,

\tlanta.  Georgia—In January  the

Riverside Church had a one-week re-
vival with Fvangelist C. B, Fugett. God

® 8 2% 08 OO0 OO

“SHOWERS of BLESSING'
Program Schedule

April 14—“Immovable Stone—Unlim-
ited Power” (Easter). by Wilson R.
Lanpher

April 21—“A New Start with a New
Heart,” by Mendell Taylor

April 28—“Discipleship: The Trans-
formed Life,” by L. Guy Nees

wis present in every service, and the
attendance was the best of any meeting
in the history of the church in spite of
the worst weather of the centurv. The
Lord gave a number of good victories
at the altar, and a dlass was recerved
into church  membership.  We appre-
ciated Brother Freeett and his ministry,
and have given him a unanimous call
for a return date—~Huexry L. Minis,
JR._ Pastor.

Fargo. Oklahoma—Recently we closed
a marvelous revival with Rev. T Al
and Helen  Casev  as  the  evangelist,
singers, and musicians. The Lord sure-
v answered praver with &1 howing at
the altar in the ten davs: manv of
these were saved for the first time:
some were reclaimed and several were
sanctified.  The music, singing.  and
preaching of the Casevs was anointed
of God, and old-time conviction  pre-
vailed in the services. The attendance
was excellent for a rural community of
aroned  three hundred. One of  the
high lights was on Thursdav., “Youth
Night,” with 171 present and 25 at the
altar. Then on Fridav  night  there
were THE present, with 12 at the altar.
We give God praise for each victory.
The church has moved up spirvitually,
and the Tord is helping us to reach
several new families in the community,
~Pavn W, Wirg, Pastor.

Hamilton,  Ontario, Canada — The
Mountain View Church recently had an
outstanding revival with Miss Wilma
Jean Ingland as the evangelist.  God
Blessed and  helped  the c¢hurch, and
eave a good altar service in each serv-
ice, with sinners rechaimed and  Chris-
tians sanctified.  Rev. and Mrs. Willard
Vithart, pastors of our Hamilton First
Church, served as the song evangelists,
‘The Holy Spirit was manifestly present
in  the services.—Davip O'Hara, Re-
porter.

Frangelist Joe Bishop writes that due
to @ pastor moving he has a cancella-
tion, and thus an open date, the last of

March,  He will be glad to go anv-
where,  Write him, 15153 S, Jensen.
Il Reno. Oklahoma,

Albuguerque.  New  Mexico—Sunday
night, February 17, marked the close of
the fourth annual vouth revival, held
jointlv by all our Nazarene churches.
plus  our €. Warren Jones Indian
Training School, also our Indian mis-
sion  here in Albuquerque.  After a
“chuck wagon” feed on Tuesday night,
the remainder of the week was given
to evangelistic services, with Rev. Bob
Lindlev, district N.Y.P.S. president, as
the  evangelist. Brother  Lindlev was
wsed of the Lord in a very gracious way,
with about seventy souls howing at the
aliar seeking God for puardon, restora-
tion, amd entire sanctification, and sev-
eral teen-agers reported a definite call

from God 1o special work.  Superin-
tendent Scrivner of our Indian school
was chairman of our association for

the past vear, and all co-operated in
making this a most worthy venture—
I, . KiNzer, Reporter.

Erangelist C. B. Fugett reports: “Feb-
ruary 10 marked the close of four one-
Sunday mectings: with Wavne Mills at
Moulirie, and Henry Mills at Atlanta,
Georgia: with 1. G Smith at Summers-
ville, and  Hugh I1ill at Charleston,
South  Carolina.  No evangelist  cever
labored with a more co-operative group
of  pastors. We  had  twentv-seven
nights, and received  thirtv-one mem-
bers into the church, with no transfers.
We give Gaod praise.”

Galena, Hlinois—Youth Week was an
unusual time for our church, as we
were  favored  with  the  presence and
ministry of a general superintendent—
Dr. Hugh C. Benner. To have him in
our home and in our church, to share
in our jovs and trinmphs, and also in
our batdes, was a blessing we shall not
forget. We greatly appreciated Dy Ben-
ner's ministry with us. The Blackhawk
Zone rallied, and we thunk God for the
seehers  amd  the blessings  received.—
Frsist S. Mot ws, Pastor.

Sundiay School Evangelist Frunk M-
Conmell writes: “Recently 1t was my
privilege to be with Reve ] Co Andrews
for the third time. That week he cele-
brated his twelfth vear as pastor of the
Dell City Church, Oklahoma City, Okla-
homa.  This pastor and people have
made it a habit to double their church

every four yvears. During Brother An
drews’ pastorate. the chuch has dou
bled three times!”



Corpus Christi, Texas—The Arlington
Heights Church recently closed a very
helpful revival with Rev. T, E. Hol-
comb as the preacher and Fred Brock
as singer, The church was encouraged,
and nine new members were received.
This church is in the closing months of
s second year of operation.—L., LEr
GAIsgs, Pustor,

Topic for April 14:
Christ Is Risen
SCRIPTURE:  Mark 15:42—106:8
edi Mark 154247 16:1-7)
Gotpex TeXT: T am the resurrection,
and the life: he that believeth in me,
though he were dead, vet shall he live:
and whosoever liveth and believeth in
me shall never die (John 11:25-26) .
[t seems somewhat strange Lo be
wiiting an Easter lesson at Christinas
time. But if it had not been for Easter,
there would be no Christmas.  Christ's
birth would have been lost in the ob-
scurities of history had it not been for
His resurrection, which made not only
the bodv of Christ but also His whole
life and ministry come alive. 'The dra-
matic event of the birth was never
celebrated as a religious commemora-
tion during His lifetime.  Christmas
was not observed in the Church until
the fourth century.
It has heen different with Easter. Pe-
ter made the Resurrection one of the
main points of his Pentecost sermon.
Paul declared that the Resurrection was
unassailable evidence of Christ's deity
(Romans 1:4). It was the Resurrection
which became the determining factor
in establishing the Christian  Sabbath.
There is good reason to believe that Eas-
ter had been obscerved from the very
carly davs of the Church. By the mid-
dle of the second century it was the
greatest event of the year.
Todav, Christmas and Easter arve the
two outstanding davs in the Church
alendar. Both have gone far beyond
purely Christian obscrvances by the ad-
dition of things which have no Churis-
tan significance  whatsoever,  things
vhich make them appealing to non-
Christian people.
In the early davs of the Church, FEas-
ter was preceded by periods of fasting,
i the rite of baptism. while Easter
hecame a dav of rejoicing, ushering in
the Pentecostal scason. These were es-
entially religious acts and were carried
m bv the Church. Todav we might
well speak of the American Easter Cult,
the observance of which is one's patri-
oic duty. As with Christmas, much of
the celebration has been taken from the
Church and has become the preroga-
tive of secular forces. The Church has
me to share its festivals and com-
memorative occasions with the secular
world until the theological and spirit-
wal values have buried beneath

(Print-

heen

a4 welter of cultural and sccial obsary-
ances having little relation to the reali-
ties commemorated.

There has been started the rallying
cry, “Let's put Christ back into Christ-
nas.” But of Easter we have done little
mere than lament, “They have taken
awiy my Lord. and T know not where
they have laid him™ (John 20:13) .

We mayv. today, look at the pomp
and parade of Easter and not find our
Lord, even as the disciples found the

tornh empty of His bodv. "He 1s not
here: for he is visen”  (Matthow 28
). But. like Marv. may we be able

to hear Him behind us speaking our

names. Let our rallving cry bhecome,
“let's keep Easter for the Resurree-
tion!”

Lesson material is based on International Sunday

Schopl Lewsons, the Internationa! Bible Lessens for
Christian Teaching, copyrighted by the Internaticnal

Counci! of Religious Education, and is used by its

permission,
Deaths

W. GLENDEN HESS died December 12, 1962,
in a hospital in Colorado Springs, Colorado. He
left a testimony of victory in Jesus Christ as Lord
of his lif~. s influence will long be felt by
thase with whom he wovked in the church and at
his place of employment. He was born October 21,
1910, in Pueblo. [n his early teens he accepted

Christ and later juined First Church of the Naza-
rene in Colorado Springs,  On December 28, 1935,
he was united in marriage to Mina G. Pounds.

Ahcut eighteen months prior to his dealh the fam-
ily transferred  their  membership to the newly
organized Sguthgate Church of the Nazarene in

Colorado  Springs. He is survived by his  wife,
Nina G.; two daughters, Mrs., Marlene Reil and
Judy. Funeral  service was  conducted by Rew,
David D. Bailey, his pastor.

JOHN ALFRED BROOKS was boon May 23, 1892,
in Wilson, Idaho, and died December 20, 1962, in
San Diego, California. tle had served in World
War 1 was in France eieven months. On December
3, 1927, he was married to Miss Dora Elfen South-
wick. To this marriage were added Mrs. Dorothy
Gallivan, John A, Brooks, Jr., Mrs, Cora Spiva,
and Arthur D. Brooks. He is also survived by two
sisters, Mrs. Florence MNeal and Mrs. Pear! Smith;
and a brother, Victer M. Brooks. He was a
faithful  momber of the Pacific Beach Church of
the MNaczarene. Although he was wunable to atiend
regularly because of il health, his life and in-
fliience added much to the spiritual and material
welfare of the congregation. Burial was in the
Ft. Rosecrans Cemetery at San Diego, with his
pastor, Rev. H. Ralph Davis, officiating.

IRA LEWIS was born QOctober 6, 1899, in
Henderson  County, Texas, and died at his home
in Hillsborn, Texas, on Decembher 28, 1962, {n
Juna 4, 1929, he was united in marriage to
Willie B. Ford. and that same year united with
First Church of the Nazarene n Waco. A year
later they moved to Hilisboro, and here for thirty-
three years Mr. Lewis was a very loyal member
of the Church of the Nazarene. He served faith-
fully in  many tasks, Including Sunday school
superintendent and chairman  of the board of
tristees. He is survived by his wife; a son,
James Ray, of Dallas; three sisters, Emma Lewis,
Mr<. Maudie Wilson, and Mrs. Nannie Elmare;
and a hrother, J. W.  Brother Lewis’ faith was
strong  and  fearless to the end, and his passing
was  peaceful, Funeral service was conducted in
the Hillshero church, with Rev. W. F. Rcgors and
Rev. C. B, Dickerman officiating.  Burial was in
the Ridge Park Ceme=tery in Hillshoro.

fARS. BESSIE DUDLEY, wife of Mewel
for years o resident of Columbus, Ohio,
rudry 24, 1963, in Houston, Texas.
good, faithful Nazarene Christian.

ta rest in her home city ot Celumbus,

NELSON HERMAN BUBY,
First Church of the

Dudl=y,
died Fel-
She was 2
She was  laid
Ohijo.

belaved member of
Nararene, San Diego, Cali-
fornia, died October 2, 1962.  He is survived by
his widow, Edith, three daughters, and one son.
Nelson grew up in First Church, attending the
church day schnol as a young bey, and Sunday
school and worship services on Sunday. 1In recent
years he had been active on the new building
comnatittee  boys' work, and was most particularly
interested In working with servicemen, Hs prayed
with  them  and  caeeied  on correspondente with

many of them. He was active [n the music min-

istry of the church. Funeral service was con-
ducted by Rev. Joseph F. Morgan, pastor, with
interment in Greenwood Memorial Park.

WILLIAM F. BLANKENSHIP was born August &,
1888, and died February 14, 1963, after a short
illness. tle joined First Church of the WNazarene,
Oklahoma City, in 1923; moved to Muskogee in
1936, and was a member of Memorial Church of
the Nazarene, where he was a trustee at the time
of his death. He is survived by his wife, Ida E.;
a sen, J. W.; three daughters, Opal Ahnert, Ruth
Wallace, and Frances Goettee; and a sister, Mae
McOonald.  Funeral service was held in the Musko-
gee Memorial Church with Rev. Vane Anderson in
charge, assisted by the Reverend Mr. Belcher.

MRS. DOROTHY H. FARR, age forty-seven, died
March 2, 1963, in Kapsas City, Kansas. She
was  born in Kansas City, Kansas. For twelve
years she was an L.P. nurse at the Providence
Hospital, and was a member of the Victory Hills
Church of the Nazarene. She Is survived by twe
daughters:  Mrs. Louise Rowe of La Grange, lili-
nois; and Mrs. Martha Jeanne Coldiron, of Kansas
City, Kansas; also by {wo brothers and five sisters.

Interment was in Memorial Park Cemetery, with
her pastor, Rev. W. D. Ferguson, officiating.
Announcements
RECOMMENDATIONS

| wish to recommend to our pastors Rev. Edward
«nd  Alma Ferguson, who have pastored our First
Church in Canton, Illinois, for the past four years,

and are vre-entering the evangelistic field on
August 1, hey are a very fine, spiritual team.
He is a very good preacher and she is a fine

singer. They will be a blessing to any church,
Address them now, 125 E. Walnut Street, Canton,
Iilinois.—Lyle E. Eckley, Superintendent of North-
western [llinals District.

I wish to take this opportunity to present and
recommend ta our pastors and churches Rev. James
Fariis, who will be giving his full time to the
field of evangelism after June 1. He has the
respect of his fellow pastors and carries a sincere
burden for the souls of men. His efforts in per-
sonal visitation during the revivais are rewarding
and  helpful to the local church. Write him,
2204  Hillside Drive, Springfield, Ohio.—Carl B.
Clendenen,  Superintendent of MNorthwestern Chio

District.
BORN
-to Mr. and Mrs. Billie N. Scrrel of Eau
Claire, Wisconsin, a son, Billie Joseph, on March 5.

-—to Rev. and Mrs. Forrest Pershall of Wapato,
Washington, a daughter, Cynthia Lucille, on Feb-
ruary 26.
and Bettie (Purvis)
a son, Sidnsy Allen,

Ladell
Texas,

-—to Rev.
of Coleman,
ruary 14.

Patterson
on Feb-

—to Mr. and Mrs. Henry T. King, Jr., of

Bethany, Oklahoma, a son, Darrin Ray, on Jan-
vary 21.
~-to Rev. Pan!l and Erlene (Lidzy) Kidwell

of Ritzville, \Washinglon, a
on January 19,

son,  Shelburne Mark,

—to Lee and Marilyn (Krick) Millspaugh of
Spencer, Indiana, a daughter, Susan Darlene, on
January 17,

—to Rev. and Mrs. Lawrence Ritchie of Morris-
town, Indiana, a son, Marlin Wayne, on December
30, 1962.

ADOPTED

—by Rev. and Mrs. Carl Haddix of Rand, West
Virginia, a girl, on March 1; she has been named
Denise Elizabeth.

SPECIAL PRAYER IS REQUESTED

—-by a Christian reader in Florida for a young
man, reared a Nazarene, planning to marry outside
“the faith,”” that God may undertake in the entire
situation;

—-hy a Christian reader in Oklahoma for one in
desperate need because of an ungovernable temper—

they are afraid he will harm his family—that
God may get to his heart with real conviction
for sin;

—hby a Nazarene preacher now in state T.B.
hospital in Memphis-——has T.B. in both lungs—
that God may undertake for him and his family.

Directories
BOARD OF GENMERAL SUPERINTENDENTS
Office, 6401 The Paseo
Kansas City 31, Missouri
SAMUEL YOUNG—Chairman

HUGH C. BENNER, Vice-chairman
V. H. LEWIS—Secretary
HARDY C. Powers
G. B. WILLIAMSON
D. I. VANDERPOOL
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N.AE. Convention to Close

with “Missionary Spectacular”
Burraro, N.Y. (EP)—Closing featurc

of the annual convention of the Na-

tional Association of Evangelicals, to be

held here April 23-25, will be a mis-
sionary spectacular: “Missions in  the

Sixties.”

Included in the missionary presenta-
tion will be brief reports of cutstanding
missionary activity; a inessage by Rev.
Gilbert W. Kirby, general secretary of
the World Evangelical Fellowship; and
a summary of the world scene by Dr.
Clvde W, Tavlor. executive secretary of
the Evangelical Foreign Missions Asso-
ciation,

Among the special sessions on mis-
sions at the convention will be a forum
on “The Effect of the Vatican Council
on Evangelical Missions.”  One of the
participants will be Dr. Stuart . Garver,
executive director of Christ's Mission in
New York, who was an observer at the
Vatican Council.

Baptist Union of Italy
Now Autonomous

Royr, Trary  (EP) —Ttalian  Baptist
ministers have voted to make the Bap-
tist Union of Ttalv a completely auton-
omous body, no longer dependent on
the  Forcign Mission  Board  of  the
Southern Baptist Convention,

Because of this new  arrangement,
Rev. Manfredi Ronchi, president of the
Baptist Union, said the union will have
to “show her maturity, assuming with
faith and a sense of vespounsibility the
tusk of coordinating all cfforts of Italian
Baptists in order to witness more cffec-
tivelyv in our country,”

The ministers have agreed to release
the Foreign Mission Board. which has
worked in Ttaly since 1870, from any
further legal responsibility for the sup-
port of Baptist activitics in the country.

Soviet Monthly Admits
Religion Gaining

Moscow (EP) —An article in Scienee
and Religion, an atheistic monthly here.
complained that the spread of atheism
throughout Russia is having difficultics.

Generally, atheism is making “some
progress” the article said, bhut religions
groups arve gaining. “In fact. in whole
republics. where in comparison  with
the situation before the revolution. the
number of varvious religious sects has
actually increased.”

Oftering an “explanation.” the article
claimed that under the czar of Russia
before the Communist revolution “non-
Orthodox sects were persecuted, while
the Soviet constitution gives freedom to
all.”

Written by A, Vveschnikov, the ar-
tidle noted that Communisi  Party

the
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a Japancse friend to whom I was witnessing said

“I would like to become a Christian, but I have searched the Scriptures and

nowhere

‘an I find the yellow race mentioned. After the Flood. the Jew

the black man, and the white man had their origin in the three sons of Noah

but nowhere is our race mentioned in connection with the Bible.

It looks

to me like we are world orphans.” 1 tried to explain that the word “all
included them too, but it did not scem to satisfy.

I believe the Holy Spirit led you to
the best answer, even if it did not
scem too satisty your  friend. Really
there 1s very litde in the Bible about
what we would call “race™ in the ethnic
sense,  I'he “Table of the Nations™ is
given in Genesis 10 and repeated with
vers minor variations in I Chronicles 1.
However we are not at all sure exactly
to what branches of the human family
some of these names apply.

[he great emphasis throughout  the
Bible is upon the unity of the human
species. Wherever division is made, in
the Old Testament it is usually between
the Hebrews and the gentiles  (Heb.,
govvin, also means “the nations™)
i the New hetween
and Greek,

and

Testament Jew

But the major emphasis of the Bible
is found in such verses “In th
secd shall all the nations of the earth
blessed™  (Genesis 22:18) 0 "Go v
into all the world, and preach the gos
pel o every creature”™  (Mark  16:150
“Gaod now commandceth all me
cvery where to repent™  (Acts 17:30:
“God hath concluded them all [without
cxceeption] in unbelief, that he migh
have merey upon all [without distine
tion|” (Romans 11:32); “For he is o
peace. who hath made both one. an
hath broken down the middle wall ¢
partition between us™ (Ephesians 2014
“Who will have all men to be saved
and to come unto the l\n(nwlc(lgc 0
truth™ (I Timothy 2:4) .

as:

he

the

Why do we accept baptism in the forms of sprinkling, pouring, and im-
mersion. instead of just the latter as seme churches do?

Because many  of our p(‘np!(‘ con-
scientiouslv believe the Bible gives sup-
port for other modes of baptism than
immersion.  For example, Fzekiel 36:25,
“Then will T sprinkle clean water upon
vou. and ve shall be clean:  from all
vour lilthiness, and from all your idols,
will T cleanse yvou™; and Hebrew 10:22,
“Let us draw near with a true heart in
full of faith. having our
hearts sprinkled from an evil conscience,
and our bodies washed with pure water!

Acts 1:5 and 2:17 deline the haptism
with the Spirit as the pouring out of the

dssurance

Spirit. Therve are instances of the use of
water baptism in the New Testament in
which  immersion was  impossible  or
highly improbable.  For instance, a

comparison of John 2:6 and John 3:25-26
indlicates that the waterpots used ot the

wedding in Cana of Galilee were vessels
used for purification or baptism. Thes
waterpots did not. by any stretch of the
imagination, contain cnough  water
immerse an individual.  Acts 9:18
counts that Paul was visited hv Ananix
in the house of Judas in the street called
Straaght, “And immediately  there fell
from his eves as it had been scales: and
he received sight forthwith, and aros.
and was bhaptized.” Tt sounds as if the
bhaptism ook place immediately, Itk
possible there was a baptistry in the
house of Judas, but hardly probable.

In view of all this, T am convinced
the Church of the Narzarene is abso
lutely right in allowing the candidae
his own conscience as to the
mode of baptism.

to satisly

In receiving members by letter of transfer. is it necessary for them to retake

the vows of the church?

A\ far as T ocan find not
“necessary T for transferring members to
“retake” the vows of the church when
received  into the ft'“{)\\'slli!) of  the
church o which they are transferring,
However, T can’t think of anv  good
reason why thev shouldn’'t.

It 15 often the case that., when a
group of members is being received,

&

out, it is
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has allocated special funds for the in-
of

Lenstiication atheistic propagandi

If so, why the letter of transfer?

some will be joining for the first time
“on profession of faith,” others will e
coming by letter from other denomin
tions. and others by transfer from other
Nazuvene churches. Generally the pas
tor makes a distinction only when he
introduces the new members to the lo-
cal congregation, mentioning the meth-
od of their joining.
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and the training of atheistic workers
throughout the USSR,



Easter brings victory over death
with all its dark and shadowy mys-
teries. enabling us to see bevond the
beloved voice fallen strangely silent,
the tolded hands, the shroud. the
bier, and the grave. Victory over sorrowing as
others who have no hope! Victory that lifts the
eves and the heart upward to a city that hath
foundations. wherein dwelleth righteousness, and
whose Ruler and Builder is God!

Easter brings victory over sin! The sting of
death is sin—and we are all unworthy, But One
loved us enough to eive His utmest to redeem
us unto God. He faced the worst that the enemy
could offer—tfaced it and conquered gloriously.
By His stripes we are healed, and through His
atoning blood no man need be defeated by sin.
Christ made a wayv for every man, woman, and
child. Thank God for victory over sin here and
now!

Easter brings victory for Life! And this is not
the least of 1ts glory, for it takes strong men and
women to lace life in these davs: the unknown
future—the heavy responsibilities—the tragedy
waiting just around the corner—the shattering
sorrow that muxt be faced inevitably., Then
there are the small cares, disappointments, and
the nagging problems that {ill our evervdays.
Sometimes these small things are harder to bear
than the great shocks. They can be like termiies,
unseen, but relentlessly eating away at the foun-
dations of our faith. But the Christ of
aves victory, so that we need not lall

"As thy davs. so shall thy strength be!” is the
wfailing promize. and there is another that as-
sures us: T am the way.”

Thank God. Christ’s way leads us not only
out of the empty tomb, but triumphantly through
the perplexities of lifel—Karnryy BrLacksury
Peck. Kansas City. Missouri

Easter

m

°~ O death, where is thy sting?" (I Corin-
’/‘thians 15:55)

- s As I traveled the five hundred miles
o " to attend the funeral of a beautiful
young mother, I visualized the scene: bereave-
ment, distress, and tears. I remembered her join-
ing the church, the fellowship with her and her
husband, and her splendid voice. 1 had known

her as energy, vitality, and joy in living; now,
stillness of death. Sin had caused it! Innccence
had met head on with drunkenness!

"O death, where is thy sting?”

I saw it in the swollen eyes of loved ones, the
bursting heart of a companion, and the incuiries
of a longing four-year-old.

“O death, where is thy sting?”

[ saw it as it spread to New Mexico, California,
Kansas, Oklahoma, and Texas. I realized it in
the eyes and voice of an anxious mother and
father in their inquiry concerning her soul. The
sting was there, but the answer was balm!

“"O death, where is thy sting?”

I saw it in the concern of the husband’s parents
over their helplessness in their son’s great loss.
The sting was revealed in the grappling with
reality in facing the problems of the future.

“O death, where is thy sting?”

[ noted it on the faces of the teen-agers of her
church in the loss of their leader. I visualized it
in the church’s loss of a great talent in music.

“O death, where is thy sting?”

I saw its poisonous effects that reached out in
time, separation in this life with new adjustments
and new problems. I saw dreams shattered,
hopes destroyed, and plans dropped.

"O death, where is thy sting?”

It is all around us. Its victims are everyday
news. Very few of us have escaped its venom.
It 1s painful! It is real! It is sure!

Thank God for the remedy! Thank God for the
hope and promise of a complete riddance of the
cause and effect--and the destruction of its pain—
of death itselt! "But thanks be to God, which
giveth us the victory through our Lord Jesus
Christ” (I Corinthians 15:57).-—Winfred Ritter, Pas-
tor, Farmington, New Mexico.

. of the name “Christian”? Are
my attitudes and actions “Christ-
T <’ like"?

@ v busy schedule to give a child
S love, comfort, and my undivided
attention? Christ was (Luke 18:

kﬁf’; ‘ Am I willing to turn aside from

15-16).

Do I lament over the lost and
Christ did (Matthew 23:37).

Am I willing to go aside and pray?
was (Matthew 14:23).

Do I help those who are in need? Christ did
(John 9:1-7).

Do 1 stand silent when
Christ did (Matthew 27:12-14).

Am I willing to bear my cross and put my life
completely into God's hands? Christ was, and
did (Luke 22:42: John 19:17).

May I ever wear the name of “Christian” as
a badge of honor, never to be ashamed as long
as I am worthy of the title.—Blanche A. Randall,
El Monte, California.

indifferent?

Christ

falsely accused?




HE 15 RISEN!
Let Us Tell It!

Had we been in the garden there two thousand years ago.

That Easter morn. we might have seen two grieving women go
Along the garden path that led the way to Joseph's temb,
Where Jesus lay, and shared with them their sorrow and their gloom.

We might have smelled the fragrance. in the carly morning air,

Of spices mingled with the scent of flowers blooming there.

We might have seen the hand of Ged rose-tint the eastern sky
And wondered why He had allowed His only Son to die.

We might have shaved their anxious quest. “Oh, who will roll away

For us that great and heavy stone?” and at the break of day
Have suddenly beheld with them—the open tomb—the light—
And seen the shining countenance of an angel clothed in white!

And heard him as he said to them, “Oh. do not be afraid!

Your blessed Lord has risen again. Come. see where He was laid.
He is not here. for He is risen! He is risen from the dead!

Go on your way and tell the others—He is risen as He said!”

Although we were nat there that day to share their joy and hear
The sure cemmand to “go and tell” it guickly without fear.

Those words acroess the centuries are clearly ringing still.

“(vo tell that He is visen.” so other hearts may thrill
With the Resurrection story-—how e conquered death—the grave:
How He lives today with power every contrite heart to save:

How He heals the brokenhearted. how He lifts the load of care:

How upon life’s changing pathway vou will always find Him there:
How He's coming back tn rapture with the saints who've gone belore:
How we'll Tive with Hiim torever on bright heaven's golden shore!

He is risen! Let us tell 1it! He is risen as He sad!

He is risen! Hallelujah! He is riven from the dead!
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