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The Great Statistic

The Book of Revelation, chapter twenty 
and verse twelve, reads in part, . . and 
another book was opened, which is the book 
of life.” We read farther in the next chapter 
and verse twenty-seven, “And there shall in 
no wise enter into it | the holy city] any thing 
that defileth, neither whatsoever worketh 
abomination, or maketh a lie: but they ivhich 
are written in the Lamb’s book of life.”

The statistics of men are many. The com­
puters work to compile data and tabulate 
figures. Corporations add up their columns 
and strive for greater volume, which means 
more figures and data. But the great record, 
the important statistic, is located in this book 
which the writer here proclaims. All the other 
books will be closed, the computers silent, 
their factual information no longer relevant. 
Time will be hushed and its noisy clamor 
stilled, for eternity will be taking over and it 
will be time to open the book of the great 
statistic.

So final, so vital, so tremendous is the 
meaning of the book that it properly should 
overshadow our thinking now.

The names will be read then, but its list 
is being compiled now. That hour is only the

reading of the record. This hour is the making 
of the record.

The church is assisting in providing names 
for this book, or it should be! While others 
are busy with the little books, let us be busy 
with the big book. While others write the 
record of the past, let us work on the record  
of the future. While some busy themselves 
studying the record of dead men, let us add 
to the list of souls who will be recorded there. 
While some are influenced by the history of 
evil men who have gone into eternity, shall 
we not add to the record of pure and righteous 
men?

Other books have error and non-factual 
records in them, but the book of the great 
statistic has no mistakes in it. Other books 
can be rewritten, revised, and modified, but 
this one is final, as final as God’s word, as 
final as eternity.

Men can add to and delete from some books, 
but from this list no mere man removes 
another’s name and to it no human adds an­
other’s name.

It is the great statistic— to it we give our 
attention; by its standard we should live; 
from it we will receive our judgment.



Goal Is Excellence"

• By C. WILLIAM FISHER

The "prize" is not m erely w hat w e get; it is w hat w e become

THE WAITRESS had just put 
the check on the table, face down, 
when I noticed those words on 
the back: “ Our goal is excel­
lence.’’

But shouldn’t that be everyon e ’s 
goal, I thought? Especially every 
Christian’s? And more especially 
everyone who believes in holi­
ness? For what is the life of holi­
ness, after all, but a life of spirit­
ual excellence, or a striving after 
it?

“Whoever I am or whatever I am

doing,” says John W. Gardner in 
his book on E xcellence, “ some 
kind of excellence is within my 
reach.”

It is not in the reach of all, or 
even of many, to achieve excel­
lence in sports, or in music, or in 
art, or in scholarship— or in any 
other field. But anyone, with the 
help of God’s grace and power, can 
achieve excellence in the life of the 
Spirit, for His help is available to 
all.

“THE NOBLEST search of to­
day,” said President Johnson, “ is 
the search for excellence. In every 
endeavor, there simply cannot be 
allowed any lessening in this 
search.” If we are searching for 
excellence in other areas of life, 
why not, then, a more intense 
search for excellence in spiritual 
living?

But that's just it: excellence is 
always expensive—whether in 
building a house, or a car, or a 
rocket, or a mousetrap, or a sky­
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scraper, or in the building of a 
life. Excellence can always be 
bought, but it is never on sale. It 
can never be purchased at a dis­
count house, for there are no 
markdowns on excellence in any 
endeavor of life.

A  REAL “PRO,” in any field, is 
one who is willing to pay whatever 
price is necessary for his best.

He is the baseball star who is 
willing to spend hours and days 
trying to improve his technique— 
even after his reputation is made.

He is the writer who revises his 
manuscript right up to the time 
of submission, trying to say it bet­
ter— even after he has worldwide 
fame.

He is the musician who practices 
endlessly trying to sing it better 
or play it better— even after he 
has been proclaimed a genius.

He is the Christian who realizes 
that he doesn’t “have it made” just 
because he has been to the altar 
twice, but continues to pray and 
work and improve and develop by 
keeping himself open to the fresh 
challenges of the Spirit—even after 
he’s been saved and sanctified.

AND W HAT is the price for 
spiritual excellence?

Confession, consecration, con­
stancy. I confess my sins; I con-

About the Cover . . .
Dowtown Chicago, with its 

canal, Twin Towers, and W rigley  
Building, is an interesting and  
picturesque part of the Chicago 
Central District, of which Dr. 
M ark R. Moore is superinten­
dent. The Navy Pier and the 
Chicago filtration plant jut out 
into Lake Michigan.

There are 69 churches on the 
district, which is one of three in 
Illinois. These churches reported 
5,889 members in 1965, a gain of 
223. They gave $1.17 million for 
all purposes, a per capita con­
tribution of $198.94.

—Managing Editor

secrate my self. I constantly strive 
to exceed my previous best—in 
character, in service, in sacrifice. 
And isn’t that the only true 
achievement— in any field: to
constantly try to exceed one’s pre­
vious best? “ Forgetting those 
things which are behind,”  said 
Paul, “ and reaching forth unto 
those things which are before, I 
press toward the mark for the 
prize . . .”  And the “prize” is not 
merely what we get; it is what we 
become.

Our goal, then, is not one trip 
to the altar, or even two. Our 
goal is not this experience or that. 
Our goal is not some rule or regu­
lation or ordinance or ethic or 
position or prestige. Our goal is 
excellence— spiritual excellence: a 
certain style of life, a certain man­
ner of living, a certain bigness of 
spirit, a certain point of view, a 
certain frame of reference, a cer­
tain set of priorities, a certain 
hierarchy of values—and above 
everything else, a certain love- 
relationship with Jesus Christ that 
results in an inner awareness of 
His presence, His power, His 
peace— and a continued acknowl­
edgment that the very boundaries 
of our existence are His will for 
our lives.

FOR CHRIST, and Christ alone, 
is both the Goal and Gateway to 
that ultimate of spiritual excel­
lence: Christlikeness. And who
has ever fully, totally, reached that 
Goal? “The most fatal thing to an 
ideal,” said Schopenhauer, “ is its 
realization.” But through all of 
life, and through all of eternity, no 
one will ever quite realize that 
ideal or will ever quite reach that 
goal—but, oh, the joy  and the 
thrill and the challenge of con­
stantly trying!

And that continual striving, not 
in fear or frustration or feverish­
ness, but in peace and poise and 
the power of His Spirit, is the 
life of holiness— the life of spirit­
ual excellence.

“ Our goal is excellence.”
So is ours.

(  ^  
Fifty Years Ago
(From  the "H e ra ld  of H o lin ess/ ' March 15, 
1916)

Uncle Bud Says:
One morning in a large 

fashionable church, a pre­
cious old mother that was 
very plain and unlearned in 
the things of the world, but 
who had the blessed experi­
ence of scriptural holiness, as 
she testified to it, her learned 
pastor, a great Doctor, shout­
ed at her to put holiness in a 
cob pipe and smoke it. The 
old mother looked at him 
kindly and said: “ My dear
sir, if you don’t get holiness 
you will do the smoking.” . . .

I will never be a D. D., but 
thank the Lord I am a B. S. 
and a P. T. My B. S. degree 
is (Born of the Spirit) and 
(Baptized with the Spirit), 
and my P. T. degree is 
(Prayed T hrou gh ); and I 
have got these wonderful de­
grees outside of the univer­
sity, but I have lost many a 
night’s sleep over the secur­
ing of them. Well, pray hard 
and long, and come on with 
the subscription list— Reuben
A. (Bud) Robinson.

On Editing
A brother writes complain­

ing that we edit matters sent 
us for publication. He says 
they insist on having every­
thing to go in “ just as it is 
wrote.” If we complied with 
the request of these brethren, 
the matter which goes out in 
our columns would provoke 
a smile from  a multitude.—
B. F. Haynes, editor.
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Heart Holes 
and 
Whole Hearts

• By MRS. CLOYD L. MANZER

ON A P R IL  20, 1968, at about 
8:00 a.m., w e fa ce  again  heart 
catheterization, the in itia l step s o f 
open heart su rg ery  on  o u r  f iv e -  
year-old son, D avid .

We exp erien ced  this p ro ce d u re  
a little over tw o y ea rs  ago. H o w ­
ever, then w e  co n fro n te d  it w ith  
dread and fear, fo r  w e  w e re  a lone. 
Since that tim e m y  h usband  and 
I have been  m a rv e lo u s ly  saved  
and sanctified in the O w e g o , N ew  
York, C hurch  o f the N azaren e. 
What a peace fills o u r  sou ls  as w e 
enter with G od , n ot an ord ea l, as 
in the past, but a p e r fe c t  p lan  o f 
God, since ou r all has b een  p r o m ­
ised to G od  in se rv ice !

We had a lw ays co n s id e re d  o u r ­
selves “ a verage .”  T ra g ed ies  lik e  
premature death, b lin d n ess , m a l­
formations at b irth , o r  ev en  h igh  
honors are all even ts  that tra n s­
pire only on  the pages  o f m a g a ­
zines or n ew sp ap ers. W e  h ave  
two children, a g irl and  a b oy , 
both checked ou t at b irth  as n o r ­
mal, physica lly  and m en ta lly .

I H A D  N O T IC E D  o u r  son , in 
comparison to his o ld e r  sister, w'as

Just a few  m onths ago. D avid , on  his ow n , 
w ent to the altar and gave his heart to Jesus

\> N



Doctors discovered that young David had two holes in his heart. The crisis is not yet past, 
but David's parents are now equipped to accept the outcome, regardless of what it is.

rather small, and had a poor ap­
petite. That’s not unusual. A ll 
children, I had heard, are different. 
I had also noticed that his rate of 
breathing by the time he was a 
year old seemed rather rapid, again 
possibly to be expected at that 
stage of respiratory development. 
His chest seemed to protrude 
somewhat—yet I have a cousin 
with a similar protrusion and had 
a grandfather whose chest was 
similar. We blamed heredity.

During David’s routine medical 
examination when he was one, I 
mentioned the above signs. The 
doctor’s diagnosis w a s  rickets. 
Rickets! I thought. In this day 
and age of vitamins! Nevertheless, 
iron and vitamin D were immedi­
ately prescribed.

FEELING a little uneasy and 
alone, since my husband was away 
at school, I pursued the issue of 
the rapidity of breath. So to allay 
any further fears, a checkup ap­
pointment was made by my doctor 
at a nearby heart clinic, where 
X  rays, blood tests, and cardio­
grams were made.

A  week later we received a card 
from the clinic doctors, stating 
that a reevaluation of David was 
necessary due to a poor initial car­
diogram reading. During the next 
visit the heart specialist informed 
us of David’s congenital defect. The 
medical terms used were unfamil­

iar to me; therefore I assumed it 
to be a minor problem. Even the 
doctor’s words were hesitant.

So for assurance, we were given 
an appointment with a child heart 
specialist in Syracuse, New York. 
I went alone since my husband was 
unable to get excused from school. 
Again blood tests, X  rays, and car­
diograms. Six doctors examined 
him— made him cry, then stop; 
then cry, then stop.

QUESTIONS poured at me: 
“ Was my pregnancy norm al?” 

“Yes.” “Any signs of measles, 
fainting, etc.?” “No.” “Any history 
of heart trouble?”  “ No.” The same 
unfamiliar words, “congenital sep­
tum defect of the intra-ventricle 
system.”

Then in my own familiar lan­
guage: “ Two holes in his heart;
open heart surgery a necessity be­
fore age eight.”

Tears of bitterness welled up in 
me against doctors, nature, the 
world, even my own husband, but 
especially against God; for, after 
all, He had made David this way.

BEING UNSAVED at the time, 
I momentarily froze in fear; then 
uttering curses, I screamed, “Y ou ’re 
lying; it’s not true.” I perceived 
only vaguely the horrifying words 
which followed: “His maximum
life expectancy without surgery 
may be only twelve to fifteen years

of age.” Digitalis was prescribed 
for David twice a day to strength­
en his heart and to prevent it from 
growing in size so rapidly.

Oh, h o w  I needed someone 
stronger than myself!

Praise God! Two years ago this 
Easter season, the Owego Nazarene 
pastor’s daughter and her husband 
led us into a vital personal rela­
tionship with that Someone stron­
ger. Christ has given us inner 
strength and peace and we find 
in Him assurance to face each 
day’s problems. W e find that faith 
in God’s love for us has helped us 
with the question, “ W h y?” that in­
variably all parents in similar cases 
must ask.

TWO MONTHS after we were 
saved we joined the Church of the 
Nazarene in Owego, and just a few 
months ago David, on his own, 
went to the altar and. gave his 
heart to Jesus.

We travel to Syracuse in April, 
not alone this time. We go in the 
security of the faith that, if God 
is willing, He is able to m iracu­
lously heal our boy. We are also 
aware that God may be glorified 
more by a “no” or “not now ” an­
swer. You too would be thrilled 
to hear a little boy pray for God 
to please give him a good heart. 
We would ask you to join David 
and the Owego church in praying 
for God’s will to be done.
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Soul Winning Requires 
Introduction of Christ

OUR CHIEF objective is not 
only to witness to men and women 
about Christ, but also to win 
them to Christ.

At Peter’s suggestion, the dis­
ciples decided one evening to 
spend the night fishing. It was 
after the Resurrection and before 
the Ascension. When morning 
came, they had caught no fish. 
At that point our Lord appeared 
on the shore and asked, “Have 
you caught any fish?”

This is the place to begin if we 
are to be successful in any effort, 
including that of an introduction 
to Christ of one of our friends, 
neighbors, fellow workers, or fel­
low students. A  fisherman’s pur­
pose is to catch fish; the Chris­
tian’s is to “catch” men.

JESUS, when first calling His 
disciples, said that if we would 
follow Him we would be “ fishers 
of men.” Our objective then is to 
introduce people to Jesus Christ. 
It isn’t just to tell them of Christ, 
or just to invite them to church, 
but actually to bring them to the 
place where they meet our Saviour.

To do this we must develop a 
plan of action. Don’t rely on 
chance opportunity; don’t asume 
that the right occasions will oc­
cur, or that the right words will 
be said. Rather, lay your plans 
carefully, map your strategy for 
bringing the person to Christ. P eo­
ple do not attend church nor get 
interested in spiritual life by 
chance.

WE MUST FOCUS attention on 
an individual’s problem, and not 
generalize about him. Only by in­
vesting time and effort can we 
learn the reason or reasons why 
this individual has not become a 
Christian. It can be as simple as: 
“He isn’t interested in Christ, in 
his need for a Saviour, or in His 
church. He just isn’t interested.” 
There may be those who are in­
terested and concerned but who 
are confused or puzzled about 
what they must do to become 
Christians.

Or it may be that the person 
is a skeptic, rejecting notions of 
God or Christ, or of any divine 
power. Some people are interested 
but ignorant of spiritual matters, 
or perhaps they have been de­
ceived by false teaching. There 
are those who are backslidden, who 
once were Christ-followers but 
now have forsaken Him. Some

have become embittered over mis­
understandings in the church 
which have caused long-standing 
hurts, envy, or jealousy.

IF THE HINDRANCE is not re­
moved, the individual cannot be­
come a Christian; and if he cannot 
be saved, he is lost. A  medical 
doctor doesn’t treat his patients 
for some general difficulty; he 
first diagnoses their condition and 
then prescribes the appropriate 
remedy. What does the Christian 
do?

The next step is where the 
Christian witness too often stops 
short. This step is to give the sin­
ner opportunity to meet Christ 
now. There are four key words 
to keep in mind: confess, repent, 
believe, and receive. "It is to God 
through prayer that confession and 
repentance are made. It is in 
Christ that one believes for sal­
vation. It is Christ who is received.

The Christian who testifies with

• By  W . LEE SHEVEL

his life, who witnesses to the un­
saved, and who would be a soul 
winner requires a working knowl­
edge of the Scriptures that are the 
basis for every statement he makes 
in leading others to Christ. These 
scriptures are best used when 
committed to memory, but wher­
ever possible it is good for the per­
son to see the passage you are 
quoting. (Scripture is best used 
when used often.)

THIS ACTU AL introduction of 
Christ is the crux of it all. It’s 
the objective; it’s the reason for 
building interest; it’s why we wit­
ness and befriend. Don’t fall short 
of giving opportunity to men to 
accept Christ. When He one day 
reviews the extent to which Chris­
tians have employed their “ tal­
ents,” His prime question will be, 
“Whom did you lead to Me? How 
many introductions to Me did you 
successfully make? How many 
souls have you won?”

Dr. W. Lee Shevel, Jr., a Sunday school teacher o f forty 
adults at the Yorktown, New York, church, received his Fh.D. 
degree in electrical engineering in 1960 from  Carnegie Institute 
o f Technology, and is now a research director at the IBM 
Watson Research Laboratory. Shevel, who joined IBM in 1956, 
was named "Outstanding Young Electrical Engineer o f 1964,”  
an honor bestowed on him by Eta Kappa Nu, a professional 
engineering society. Rolf Landauer, director o f physical science 
at IBM, said, “ Lee is particularly active in church affairs. . . . 
Typically. Lee is not satisfied with his present task o f chairing 
the board o f trustees [o f his local church]. He helps on week­
ends and weekday nights with the actual construction w ork."
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Each year divorce tears 
apart the homes of 750,000 
children

What Has Gone Wrong with Marriage?

• By  W . NORMAN MAC FARLANE

FOUR THOUSAND times a day 
a man and a woman stand before 
a clergyman or magistrate to be 
united in matrimony. At that point 
they are at the door of heaven or 
at the gates of hell; they are be­
ginning a life either of marital 
happiness or of what someone has 
called “conjugal infelicity.”

Many a romance has collapsed 
under the strain that comes when 
two people try to make a life to­
gether. That pretty girl who was 
always well groomed now spends 
half the day in a housecoat with 
her hair in curlers. That young 
athlete is beginning to put on 
weight around the middle. Before 
they were married, she admired 
him for his strength as he made 
end runs and touchdowns. Now 
when she asks him to put up the

screens or mow the lawn, his 
strength seems to vanish. Some­
how Hollywood does not tell us 
the whole story when it shows the 
hero and heroine riding off into 
the sunset. The real test of love 
lies ahead, as two people who be­
fore have lived separately now live 
together and attempt to adjust to 
each other’s faults and idiosyncra­
sies.

Nowhere is there greater opti­
mism than at the marriage altar. 
Many young people stumble into 
marriage convinced that love con­
quers all. And yet one of every four 
new marriages ends in divorce. 
(Am ong teen-agers the rate is 
three times as high.) Each year
750,000 children have their homes 
torn apart by divorce. A ll this in­
dicates that our ideas about love

and marriage need reexamination.
What has g o n e  wrong with 

American marriage? As a navy 
chaplain, I have done a lot of mar­
riage counseling. During one year 
I talked to many young people 
whose marriages were disintegrat­
ing; the longest any of them had 
been married was five months. One 
couple who had been married six 
weeks and another who had been 
married five weeks were both 
ready to give up.

WHAT DOES the Bible say 
about marriage? What does God 
expect of married people? As the 
people asked the Old Testament 
prophet, “ Is there any word from 
the L ord?” In this day of prom­
iscuity and divorce, we have heard 
from Hollywood and Ernest Hem­
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ingway and Dr. Kinsey. The Chris­
tian Church now needs to return 
to the Bible to find the theology 
of marriage. Let us give our at­
tention, then, to three ingredients, 
not just of marriage, but of holy 
matrimony.

Love is the basic ingredient. Yet 
so many unfortunate couples suffer 
through a loveless marriage be­
cause no one ever told them what 
love is. Their life together is one 
of frustration rather than fulfill­
ment, because their philosophy of 
love is based on the idealism of a 
Hollywood musical, the perversion 
of a character in Tennessee W il­
liams, the escapades of an Eliza­
beth Taylor, or the sob stories of 
True Romance magazine.

One of the tragedies of A m eri­
can life is that love is being defined 
for us by those who have never 
experienced it. W e are hearing 
about marriage from those 
whose o w n  marriages— 
one or two or more— have 
failed. We have listened 
to the pied pipers of sex- 
obsessed movies and lit­
erature. Now we are reap­
ing the consequences— the 
young man who wants his 
girl friend or fiancee to 
prove her love by com ­
promising her p u r i t y ,  
though he is not willing 
to prove his love by wait­
ing; or the young married 
couple (or not-so-young 
couple) who tell the mar­
riage counselor that they 
just do not love each other any 
longer. The fact is that in the true 
sense they never did love each 
other. What they consider love is 
sadly like the degraded concept 
of it in “adults only” movies or in 
books that talk about “ love in the 
raw,” or “ free love,” or “ love for 
sale.” The cruel hoax undermining 
our society is the notion that love 
is only physical. Capitalizing on 
this error, Madison Avenue tries 
to persuade us that to be loved 
we must use the right kind of 
toothpaste, bath soap, and hand 
lotion, and that domestic tran­
quility depends upon keeping A na- 
cin in the medicine chest and 
Billy’s bike out of the driveway.

Although we are all fairly well 
read on the subject of love, most 
of us have been reading the wrong 
books. We need to ponder what 
Paul wrote in the thirteenth chap­

ter of First Corinthians; “Love 
suffereth long, and is kind; love 
envieth not; love vaunteth not it­
self, is not puffed up, doth not be­
have itself unseemly, seeketh not 
her own, is not easily provoked, 
thinketh no evil; rejoiceth not in 
iniquity, but rejoiceth in the 
truth; beareth all things, believeth 
all things, hopeth all things, en- 
dureth all things. Love never 
faileth.” We need to listen also 
to Shakespeare’s words: “ . . . Love 
is not love/W hich alters when it 
alteration finds,/. . . Love alters not 
with his brief hours and weeks,/ 
But bears it out even to the edge 
of doom.” We need to hear Solo­
mon as he says, “Love is stronger 
than death.”

The trouble began when we 
stopped listening to Solomon and 
St. Paul and began listening to 
Sigmund Freud and Hugh Hefner;

when he stopped listening to 
Shakespeare and Robert Browning 
and started listening to Bertrand 
Russell and Henry Miller; when 
we stopped listening to God and 
began listening to unregenerate 
man. That was when we began 
confusing love with lust, and when 
marriage started leading to the 
gates of hell instead of to the door 
of heaven. It used to be that a 
person with a shameful past moved 
away to a place where no one 
would know what he had done. 
Now he writes a book about it, 
H ollywood makes the book into a 
movie, and we call it sophistication, 
art, realism.

Conjugal love has its G od -or­
dained physical expression. Sup­
pose someone tells you that there 
is a fire in your house. Whether 
this is good or bad depends on 
where the fire is. If it is in the

furnace, the stove, or the fireplace, 
it is good. If it is in the roof or the 
walls, it is bad. In the right place, 
fire provides warmth and comfort; 
in the wrong place, it destroys 
what is good. Lust is destructive 
not only of human relationships 
but of the human personality as 
well. It is impurity at the deepest 
level of the spirit, and quick bore­
dom follows. But the physical ex ­
pression of love within marriage is 
an endless road of profound satis­
faction and ever-deepening union.

God made us the way we are 
and told us how to live. We are 
free to violate his laws, but we 
are not free from the effects of our 
transgressions. Married love has 
both a physical and a spiritual side. 
When we try to have one without 
the other, we are going against 
the plan God has made for our 
completion and happiness. It is He 

who has made us and not 
we ourselves. If we want 
to live life to its fullest we 
must do things His way, a 
way clearly outlined in the 
Bible.

The Bible most certainly 
condemns both adultery 
and fornication and says 
that they who commit 
these things will have no 
part in the kingdom of 
Heaven. When God says, 
“Thou shalt,” and “Thou 
shalt not,” there is no 
room for rationalization. 
Today public opinion is 
more permissive of illicit 

unions and even of perversion than 
it has been since pagan times. 
Chastity is the most unpopular of 
the Christian virtues. Yet the 
Christian rule is either marriage 
with complete faithfulness or total 
abstinence. Marriage is ordained 
of God and is thus a sacred insti­
tution of the Church. Therefore a 
violation of the marriage vows is 
an enormous sin.

THE GREATEST Example of 
love the world has seen is our 
Lord Jesus, who loved us and gave 
himself for us and who wants for 
each of His children a holy love 
that honors God and enriches man. 
I had a couple in my church years 
ago— and they are representative 
of many others everywhere—who, 
having just celebrated their forti­
eth wedding anniversary, told me

( Continued on page 13)

"In 95 percent of all d i­
vorce cases, either one or 
both partners did not at­
tend church regularly"
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Holiness and Heaven
That holiness and heaven have m ore in com ­

m on than the first letter o f each w ord  is just as 
certain as anything can be. H eaven is a h oly  
place, into w hich  shall never enter anything 
that defiles or is unclean.

B ecause this is true, Christians in all ages 
and in all denom inations have agreed that b e ­
fore  hum an beings can enter a h oly  heaven they 
m ust them selves be holy . Theories as to the 
“ h ow ,”  the “ w hen ,”  and the “ w h ere”  o f it are 
m any and varied. B ut there is no argum ent about 
the fact.

Som e w ill have it that holiness is b y  growth. 
O thers claim  that holiness is b y  death. W hile 
strictly speaking the C atholic purgatory  is not 
related to the problem  o f inbred sin, yet it is sup­
posed to com plete the preparation o f the soul 
for the holiness o f heaven.

W ithout pausing to exam ine these alternative 
view s, w e m ay note a very  d ifferent emphasis 
in the N ew  Testament. It show s up clearly  in 
the high priestly prayer o f Jesus in John 17. 
This was a prayer not on ly  for the disciples there 
present, “ but fo r  them  also w hich  shall believe 
on me through their w o rd ” (v. 20).

Jesus said, “ I pray not that thou shouldest 
take them  out o f the w orld , but that thou shou ld­
est keep them  from  the ev il”  (v. 15 ). The K in g ­
dom  had greater need o f witnesses on  earth than 
jew els in heaven.

Y et the prayer in verse 17, “ Sanctify  them ,” 
had the ring of urgency in it. In the present 
experience o f sanctifying grace, the disciples in 
all ages are to be kept from  evil w hile still in the 
w orld.

TH E  E N TIRE  P R O M IS E  o f the gospel age is 
sum m arized b y  Zacharias in the w ords, “ The 
oath w hich  he sware to ou r father A braham , 
that he w ou ld  grant unto us, that w e being de­
livered  out o f the hand o f our enem ies m ight 
serve him  w ithout fear, in holiness and righ ­
teousness before  him, all the days o f our life ” 
(L u k e 1 :73-75).

In the sam e vein, Paul sum m arizes the lessons 
o f grace: “ F or the grace o f G od  that bringeth sal­
vation hath appeared to all m en, teaching us 
that, denying ungodliness and w orld ly  lusts, we

should  live  soberly , righteously, and god ly , in 
this present w or ld ”  (T itus 2 :1 1 -1 3 ).

Further, holiness n ow  is the d iv ine qualification  
fo r  heaven later. P au l’s con cern  fo r  his Thessa- 
lonian converts w as expressed in his ben ed iction  
and prayer: “ A n d  the very  G od  o f peace sanctify 
you  w holly ; and I pray G od  y ou r  w h ole  spirit 
and soul and b od y  be preserved  blam eless unto 
the com ing o f ou r L ord  Jesus C hrist”  (I Thessa- 
lonians 5 :2 3 ).

The w riter to the H ebrew s also en join s us to 
“ fo llow  peace w ith  all m en, and holiness, w ith ­
ou t w hich  no m an shall see the L o r d ”  (H ebrew s 
12 :14 ).

It is hard to believe  sincerely  that G od  w ou ld  
com m and, Jesus w ou ld  pray for, and the H oly  
Spirit w ou ld  prom ise w hat cannot be. The 
prayers, precepts, and practice o f the N ew  T es­
tam ent apostles point to the essential qu a lifica ­
tion  for heaven later. It is holiness now .

C hoose I m ust and soon  m ust ch oose
H oliness, or heaven  lose.

If what heaven  loves, I hate,
Shut for m e is h eaven ’s gate.

A s the stream  its channel g rooves ,
A nd  w ithin that channel m oves,

So doth habit’s d eep est tide  
G roov e  its bed and th ere  abide.

Light o b ey ed  increaseth  light;
L ight resisted  bringeth night.

W ho shall g ive m e will to ch oose ,
If the love o f light I lose?

Speed , m y soul, this instant y ie ld ;
L et the light its scep tre wield.

W hile th y G od prolongs H is grace,
H aste th ee  to His holy face.

The Hammer and the Sickle
The ham m er and sickle has becom e  the dread 

sym bol o f international C om m unism . L ik e  a 
sinister skull and crossbones these im plem ents 
have adorned the Russian flag since its offic ia l 
adoption in 1923.

One o f the greatest ironies in m odern  h istory 
m ay w ell be the fact that separately  the ham m er 
and the sickle both  appear in strik ing w ays in 
the very  B ible re jected  by  the C om m unist cause.
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There they have m eaning both  sym bolic and 
prophetic.

The hammer is the sym bol o f  G o d ’s pow erfu l 
Word, smashing the hardest rocks and shaping 
the tools of G od ’s purpose. W e find this in Jere­
miah 23:29— “ Is not m y w ord  like as a fire?  
saith the L ord; and like a ham m er that breaketh  
the rock in p ieces?”

The pow er o f G o d ’s W ord  is represented in 
different w ays in the B ible. It is like the quiet 
working of leaven  in the dough. It is like the 
imperceptible bu t irresistible grow th  o f a seed­
ling.

But the W ord  is also like a pu rify ing  fire, and 
like a great sledgeham m er that breaks the stub­
born and resisting heart. N othing can stand b e ­
fore it when it is w ie lded  b y  the m ighty arm  of 
the Spirit.

God’s ham m er breaks in order to reshape and 
remake. O ther b ook s  are given  fo r  our in for­
mation, it has been  said; the B ib le  is g iven  for 
our transform ation. G od ’s W ord  is as creative 
in our lives as it w as in the beginn ing w hen  H e 
spoke and the w orlds cam e into being.

The hammer is used  in  another w ay  in Jere ­
miah. Not on ly  does it m ean the W ord  o f the 
Lord. It also stands fo r  the fu tility  o f hum an 
pretension and pride. “ H ow  is the ham m er o f the 
whole earth cut asunder and broken ! h ow  is 
Babylon becom e a desolation  am ong the nations!” 
(Jeremiah 50:23)

Babylonia was the m ightiest nation o f its day. 
Its power w as exceed ed  on ly  b y  its pride and 
boastfulness against the true G od . B ut its day 
was soon passed. Jerem iah  saw the ham m er shat­
tered and broken  that had brought terror to the 
whole earth.

Of one thing w e  m ay b e  sure. T he m ills o f G od  
grind slowly, but they grind exceed in g  fine. “ The 
hammer o f the w h ole  earth”  can n ever endure 
against the ham m er o f the W ord  o f the living 
God.

THE SIC K LE  is no less im portant in the B ible. 
It is prophetic in its m eaning. It stands fo r  the 
harvest o f judgm ent. Joel speaks o f the gather­
ing of the nations in  the va lley  o f decision, and 
says, “ Put ye  in  the sickle, fo r  the harvest is 
ripe: come, get y ou  dow n ; fo r  the press is full, 
the vats overflow ; fo r  their w ickedness is great” 
(3:13).

One of John ’s great visions in the B ook  o f 
Revelation reported  an angel w ith  a sharp sickle, 
to whom was said, “ Thrust in thy  sharp sickle, 
and gather the clusters o f the v in e  o f the earth; 
for her grapes are fu lly  ripe. A n d  the angel thrust 
in his sickle into the earth, and gathered the vine 
of the earth, and cast it into the great w inepress

o f the w rath o f G od ”  (R evelation  14:18-19).
Scripture show s that G od ’s judgm ents are of 

tw o sorts. There is His judgm ent o f the nations 
in the ongoing o f history. Egypt, A ssyria, B aby­
lonia, Persia, M acedonia, and R om e have all w it­
nessed the reaping o f that sharp sickle o f his­
torical judgm ent.

Then there is the individual judgm ent yet to 
com e before  G od ’s great w hite throne. A ll o f 
earth ’s v ictors and their victim s, its conquerors 
and its conquered , its N eros and its “ zeros”  will 
be  there. T here w ill be  no hooded  masks to cover 
the evil o f its night riders. “ E very  w ork  . . . with 
every  secret thing, w hether it be  good, or w hether 
it be  ev il” (Ecclesiastes 12:14) w ill there be 
m ade know n.

There “ the b ook s” w ill be  opened— the book  of 
“ This is you r life ”  and “ the L am b ’s book  o f life ” 
— and all w ill be  ju dged  accord ing to w hat is 
w ritten in those books.

In one w ay or another people seem  to escape 
som e o f their appointm ents w ith  destiny in this 
w orld . B ut there is one appointm ent every  one 
o f us w ill keep : “ It is appointed unto m en once 
to die, but after this the ju dgm en t” (H ebrew s 
9 :2 7 ).

That som e do not like it w ill not change it. 
G od  w ill not forget the sickle. C om m unism ’s 
sick le has cut dow n  its m illions for no other o f­
fense than that they ow ned  a little property, or 
w ere educated, or held  other political theories, or 
bore  w itness to their faith in Christ.

B ut those w ho have w ielded  the b lood y  sickle 
o f godless v io lence  w ill in their turn feel the 
sharp blade o f G od ’s sickle gathering them  to 
judgm ent and to destiny. If the earth should 
survive, long after the red  ham m er and sickle 
has becom e only the m em ory  o f a bitter night­
m are, G od s ’ ham m er and G od ’s sickle w ill still 
go on.

A Timely and Important Book
It ’s R eviva l W e N eed ! is the title o f a new  

b ook  b y  Evangelist C. W m . Fisher, just o ff the 
press and advertised for  the first tim e in this issue 
o f the Herald. This is the m anuscript w hich 
form ed  the basis o f D r. F isher’s m em orable ad­
dress at the E vangelism  C onference in Kansas 
C ity  in January.

T he effects o f the E vangelism  C onference are 
being felt all across the C hurch  of the Nazarene. 
The publication  o f this tim ely and im portant w ork  
shou ld  help to perpetuate the in fluence o f the 
C onference.

A n y  pastor and church  board  w ou ld  be w ell 
advised to see that a cop y  o f It ’s R evival W e  
N eed !  is p laced in  every  Nazarene hom e in the 
com m unity. C heck  the advertisem ent and order 
now.
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Toward Abundant Living
"Let us take counsel together" (Nehemiah 6:7).

...with Leslie Parrott

r WHY DO GOOD PEOPLE SUFFER?
(Part Two)

Suffering  is not an  illusion! A lso , it is not n ece ssa rily  the result of sins  
com m itted by the su fferer. S ins bring su ffering , but not a ll su ffering  is 
the im m ediate result of sin. A n d  Ja m e s further su gg ests that trib u lations  
do not come from G o d . "G od cannot be tem pted . . . n e ither tem pteth he 
an y  m an" (Jam es 1 :13). W hy, then, do good p eop le su ffe r?  O n ly  God  
know s the f in a l a n sw e r. But there a re  som e rath er certa in  reaso ns w h y  
good peop le are  not im m une to su ffering :

First, good peop le su ffer w h en ev er they b reak  the la w s  of G od. W hat  
som e h ave  ca lle d  "the in ex o rab le  la w s  of G o d" op erate  in both the p h ysica l 
w orld  an d  in the m inds an d  hearts of m en, in nature an d  in hum an nature. 
If a  good m an b re a ks the la w  of g ra v ity  he su ffers, re g a rd le ss  of his state  
of grace. In fact, the la w  is not broken, it rem ain s; it is the person w ho  is 
broken w hen  he goes a g a in st  the la w  of g rav ity . L ik ew ise  a  person w ho  
is correct theo lo g ica lly  w ill su ffer if he b reaks G od's la w s  about love and  
forg iven ess. In fact, a ll k inds of p a in s h ave  d eve lop ed  in peop le w ho  
have broken the eleventh  com m andm ent: "A  new  com m andm ent I g iv e  unto 
you, That ye  love one another; a s I h ave  loved you" (John 13:34).

Hom es h ave  been d iv id ed , peop le's fa ce s  h ave  been lined a h e a d  of 
their y e a rs , and  psychosom atic a ilm en ts of m an y k inds h ave  resulted w hen  
God's la w s  on such m atters a s  love, fa ith , optim ism , and Christian  u sefu l­
ness h ave  been ignored. These la w s  of hum an nature a n d  the k inds of 
suffering they condition a re  just a s  real a s  the la w s  of p hysics concerning  
m oving objects; and  good p eop le a re  subject to both.

Second, good peop le suffer b ecau se  of the interdependence of the 
hum an race. The b re a kfa st coffee se rved  tod ay cam e through m any han ds  
of m an y  peop le in a  va rie ty  of vocations in se vera l la n d s before it f in a lly  
w a s  poured into a cup by the side of your p late . But this sam e inter­
dependence w hich brings unend ing b lessin g s a lso  h as its liab ilit ie s . The  
arm ed forces assu re  our continued freedom s but take  the sons w e  love  
to do it. The h igh-pow ered autom obile  an d  the su p e rh ig h w a y  w hich bring  
us great joy in rap id  transportation  a lso  m ay  be the p lace  and occasion  
for extrem e p hysica l su ffering  and a  p re lud e to death . If w e  accept the 
blessing of jet a v ia tio n  w e  a lso  accep t the lia b ility  of p ossib le  su ffering  and  
death b ecau se  of in terdependence on others. "A s by one m an  sin entered  
into the w o rld ,"  so by one m an's m isca lcu lation s can  death  an d  destruction  
come to m an y. W e live  in a  constant state of in terd ep en den ce w ith others.

Third , good peop le su ffe r b ecau se  G o d , in His so vere ig n  w ill, created  
an  ord erly  w orld  of cau se  and effect. Therefore it ra in s on the just and  
the unjust. A n d  w in d s of tornado or hu rricane force destroy the brothel and  
the church, the C h ristian  co lleg e and the se cu lar  u n iversity . C an cer-causing  
v iru ses m ay do their d e a d ly  w ork  in the body of the sa in t or the gangster.

Last, su ffering  is a  part of life . Each person in his ow n tim e and w a y  
is subjected to his sh are  of g rief. The re a lly  im portant question is not, 
"W h y ?"  The rea l issue is how  w e choose to react to the suffering  w hich  
is our sh are  in life . W e h ave  only three options:

(1) W e m ay  resent su ffering  and therefore w a ste  tim e an d  en erg y  in 
bitter b lam ing  and second guessing .

(2) W e m ay accept su ffering  sto ica lly  an d  trudge on through life  
w e a r ily  b earin g  our burdens.

(3) O r w e  m ay learn  how  to grow  an d  m ature through suffering . A  
voice coach sa id  of a b rillian t sin g er w ho perform ed w ith precision and  
p ow er that she n ever could be a re a lly  g reat sin ger b ecau se  she had never  
su ffered . Suffering  taken  in the right attitude is therapeutic. It m akes for 
grow th an d  developm ent. For "w e  know  that a ll th ings [a re  m ad e to] w ork  
together for good to them that love G o d  . . .  If God be for us, w ho can  be 
a g a in st u s?"  (Rom ans 8 :28-31)
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What Has Gone Wrong . . .
(Continued jrom page 9) 

they were more in love then than 
ever before. This is what God 
wants for us all.

The second ingredient of a true 
marriage is maturity. This means 
keeping one’s eyes wide open be­
fore marriage and half shut after­
ward. In marriage counseling, 
problems fall into fairly w ell-es­
tablished patterns. One familiar 
pattern is the marriage in which 
two people who are deeply in love 
cannot stand each other. They 
lack the maturity to live together 
in a relationship any more con­
genial than that of a cobra and a 
mongoose. They fight over every 
picayune detail: one gets angry and 
the other gets hurt. They cannot 
stand being together and they can­
not stand being apart. He shows 
her that he is the boss by trying 
to smack a little sense into her; 
and she, to show him he cannot 
treat her that way, goes home to 
Mother—and we know whose side 
her mother is going to take. It is 
the old story of each trying to 
teach the other a lesson.

After two sessions in which I 
talked to a young man and his 
wife separately, I brought them 
together in my office and had them 
retell their respective sides of the 
story. The problem was obvious, 
and since they wanted me to tell 
them what it was, I did. I told the 
husband, “You need to grow up 
and stop acting like a child every 
time you don’t get your own way.” 
To his wife I said, “My dear girl, 
you talk too much.” And she did. 
There was no big problem, just 
little things they lacked maturity 
to cope with. Physically they were 
adults; emotionally they were chil­
dren, married four months but not 
ready for marriage. Man and wife 
are two people united in matri­
mony but with different goals and 
divergent viewpoints.

A divorce lawyer once said he 
was absolutely convinced that any 
two people who had made the 
wrong marriage could be reason­
ably happy if they had enough 
maturity really to try. That may 
be far from the ideal marriage; but 
when a man and woman stand be­
fore God and solemnly vow  that 
they will take each other for bet­
ter or for worse, may God help 
them if they do not mean it. What 
God has joined together, man by

judicial decree cannot put asunder. 
The state may legalize divorce, but 
God says that marriage is for life, 
and it is He who will ultimately 
judge us.

J E S U S  PERMITTED divorce 
and remarriage for only one reason 
—unfaithfulness— and even that is 
not always sufficient grounds. By 
the laws of many states, marriage 
is easily contracted and easily dis­
solved. Yet in the sight of A l­
mighty God it is a lifetime contract 
that can be broken only by death 
or by unfaithfulness. The marriage 
vows are sacred, binding, irrevo­
cable. This is the divine order, and 
we cannot change it without se­
rious consequences.

Success in marriage comes not 
just from finding the “ right per­
son” but also from being the right 
person. Booth Tarkington has said 
that an ideal wife is any woman 
who has an ideal husband. The 
degree of success in marriage re­
flects the degree of maturity 
brought to it. “ Incompatibility” 
and “ mental cruelty” are usually 
just pseudonyms for immaturity.

Many young people rush into an 
ill-advised marriage for no other 
reason than that it seems to be the 
answer to their problem of inse­
curity or of unhappiness at home. 
This is why most ministers read 
in their introduction to the cere­
mony that matrimony is holy and 
is not to be entered into unadvised­
ly or lightly, but reverently, dis­
creetly, advisedly, and in the fear 
of God. Where in heaven’s name 
did we get the idea that marriage 
is a refuge from an unhappy home 
life, a haven of security, or a bower 
of moonlight and roses?

Genuine love and personal ma­
turity, then, are ingredients for a 
happy marriage. But for those who 
want to go beyond a happy mar­
riage to a perfect marriage, there 
is a third ingredient. This is a 
Person, Jesus Christ.

St. Augustine said: “Love God
and then do whatever you wish,” 
because he who loves God will 
never do anything to hurt love. It 
is true that some marriages are 
made in heaven. Human love has 
reached its peak when it says: “ I
love you because God made you 
mine.”

THE PERFECT marriage is a 
uniting of three: a man, a woman, 
and Christ. This is what makes

matrimony holy. When a husband 
and wife pledge their lives each 
to the other and build their rela­
tionship solidly on spiritual prin­
ciples, they create the greatest as­
surance of success and happiness 
possible. In 95 percent of all di­
vorce cases, either one or both 
partners did not attend church reg­
ularly. In regular church families, 
only one marriage in fifty-seven 
fails. And in families that worship 
God publicly in church and pri­
vately in the home, only one mar­
riage in five hundred breaks up. 
It may be trite but it is neverthe­
less true that families who pray 
together stay together.

Those who look to Christ for 
guidance in choosing their mar­
riage partner and who make Christ 
the Head of their home will be 
blessed. Those who leave Him out 
of their life and out of their mar­
riage will be left to ways of their 
own choosing. One of the consis­
tencies of human nature is that we 
are always wrong when we are 
not right with God. “Except the 
Lord build the house, they labour 
in vain that build it.” Jesus said, 
“Without me ye can do nothing.” 
He is the Pilot who knows what is 
ahead—the narrow channels, the 
rocks and reefs where many lives 
have been wrecked. And He says: 
“ If you will trust Me, I will direct 
your life.”

What marriage is may be summed 
up in these lines from a wedding 
ceremony used by Peter Marshall:

“ Dearly beloved, the marriage 
relation when rightly understood 
and properly appreciated, is the 
most delightful as well as the most 
sacred and solemn of human rela­
tions. It is the clasping of hands, 
the blending of lives, and the union 
of hearts, that two may walk to­
gether up the hill of life to meet 
the dawn—together bearing life’s 
burdens, discharging its duties, 
sharing its joys and sorrows.

“Marriage is more than moon­
light and roses, much more than 
the singing of love songs and the 
whispering of vows of undying af­
fection. In our day it is by many 
lightly regarded, and by many as 
lightly discarded. But marriage 
will ever remain in the sight of 
God an eternal union, made pos­
sible only by the gift of love which 
God alone can bestow.”

— Copyright 1965 by C H R IS T IA N IT Y  TO D AY ; 
used by permission
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WHAT IS THE CRITERION FOR A GOOD STUDENT?

Kids-Liquor Idea Gets Rocky Ride
By FLETCHER SPRUCE

“ Elem entary schools should teach  
children the techniques of social 
drinking. It would be a good idea 
for  students to start practice drinking 
in elem entary school and continue it 
through college. A lcohol is here to 
stay.”

A t least this is the feeling of Dr. 
M orris Chafetz, a Harvard university 
psychiatrist, according to a January 15 
report by  the Associated Press. The 
w ire-service  story concerned the pro­
fessor’s recent speech on alcohol and 
food in health and disease.

Is this to be the next step in our 
m odern educational process? W e have 
clouded the legality of B ible reading 
in the schoolroom , forbidden prayers, 
and restricted the singing of the 
fourth verse of “The Spar-Spangled 
Banner.” Do we replace these reli­
gious and patriotic “ relics” with an 
exercise in the public school curricu ­
lum for each fourth grader on “ C hil­
dren Can Be A lcoholics T oo” ?

Can you  see tom orrow ’s young 
teacher, bottle in hand, calling John­
ny forw ard to wheel the cart of 
spirits dow n the aisle while each 
child samples his individual flask? 
What is the criterion for  a good 
student?

If “ alcohol is here to stay,” as Dr. 
Chafetz says, so are dope and m ur­
der. W e m ay as w ell be logical and 
include in the elem entary curriculum  
a course on “H ow to Sm oke Tw o 
Packs a Day Before Y ou  A re Ten,” 
and another on “H eroin Makes Chil­
dren Happy.” M aybe a b ig-tim e 
hoodlum  could be em ployed by  the 
board of education on a part-tim e 
basis to teach the children a course 
on “Y oung M urderers Need Not Be 
Messy.”

A ctually, Psychiatrist Chafetz could 
stand a bit m ore logic himself, for 
he was recently quoted in a m aga­
zine article as saying, “A lcohol nar­
cotizes the brain and higher nerve 
centers, releasing inhibitions and in­
citing more anim al-like behavior”
. . . yet in a front-page article of the 
Boston G lobe, January 12, 1966, head­
lined “ He Taught His Sons A bout 
Drinking,” Dr. Chafetz is quoted, 
“ It’s always been available to our 
children.”

Should a drug such as alcohol which 
“ incites m ore anim al-like behavior” 
be made “ always available to our 
children” ? Is it a good idea for stu­
dents to start practice drinking in 
elem entary schools and continue it
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through college” ? If w e want m ore 
anim al-like behavior, yes. (A s if we 
needed m ore!)

But not everyone agrees with the 
Harvard professor. G overnor Harold 
E. Hughes of Iowa, according to 
the A P  report a reform ed alcoholic, 
com mented: “This psychiatrist ought 
to consult a psychiatrist. I disagree
1.000 percent. Children ought to be 
taught the great danger involved in 
the use of alcohol, not how  to drink 
it.”

Dr. M arvin Block, noted authority 
in the field, wrote in 1962 that a lcohol­
ic beverage “ allows activity w ithout 
control . . . encourages the thought­
less deed that ruins too m any young 
lives . . . alcohol affects judgm ent 
whether the individual is an a lco­
holic or not . . . the person with one 
drink is not the same person as he 
is with no drink at all.”

Crim e is costing the A m erican p eo ­
ple $27 billion a year, 80 percent of 
w hich is directly or indirectly related 
to drink, says Dr. Charles W esley 
Ewing, and alcohol is responsible for
20.000 highway deaths annually, plus 
the death of some 400,000 alcoholics 
each year. A nd of the $13 billion 
spent for drinks each tw elve months,

on ly $5 billion  is returned in revenue, 
he continues.

Dr. Chafetz, don ’t w e have already 
enough trouble w ith the oldsters 
drinking alcohol? A re  you  trying to 
tell us that if you  invite children to 
drink they w ill thereby not keep 
drinking in adult life? D o you  want 
to jum p our arm y o f a lcoholics from  
five million to fifteen  m illion?

Dr. Chafetz, we sincerely  pray that 
your fam ily w ill not experience the 
sorrow, heartache, and tragedy w hich 
frequently com es to fam ilies because 
of intoxicating beverages.

W e will not allow  our children to 
be taught “practice drinking in e le­
mentary school”  or in any other 
school, for  it is w rong— m orally 
wrong, physically w rong, m entally 
wrong, and spiritually w rong! In 
fact, we are in favor of k icking out 
the w hole dam nable liquor business 
now  and forever!

Do those of us w ho never touch 
the stuff have a sm ug feeling that 
this warning does not apply to us? 
That it cannot happen to m y  child? 
Som eone said, “The on ly  w ay you  can 
protect you r  children from  the ra v ­
ages of liquor is to help protect all 
children.”



Of Area Interest
How can we offer to God an 

offering for world missions on Sun­
day, April 10, that cost us little or 
nothing? Our love is demonstrated 
by sharing in the world mission of 
our church. Our concern is expressed 
in our personal involvement. Lord, 
what wouldst Thou have me to do?

Samuel Young

££  1  U
Svperinte ndent

The Lancaster, Ohio, church has 
recently given Rev. Frank A. Noel, 
who is completing eleven years as 
pastor there, a fou r-year recall vote.

Although the Blantyre, Scotland, 
church has only thirty members, no 
fewer than eight parents had babies 
baptised or dedicated during the last 
few months of 1965. A m ong the five 
babies dedicated was the son of Pas­
tor and Mrs. David Bowman.

Associate Professor Garth Morse, 
of Pasadena College, received his 
Doctor of Philosophy degree in phys­
ics early this year from  University 
of California at Riverside.

While face-lifting the physical prop­
erty of the San A ngelo (Texas) 
Trinity Church during the last year 
and a half the congregation has also 
worked on increasing the Sunday 
school attendance from  fifty to n inety- 
five, according to Pastor Law rence 
Aspen, who was recently extended a 
unanimous recall.

Christmas gifts w ere proffered in a 
large quantity to Hom e Department 
members of the W inter Park, Florida, 
Sunday school, according to Mrs. 
Ethel K. White, supervisor. M em ­
bers and friends contributed gifts, in­
cluding money.

Mr. and Mrs. Hans Nelson, senior 
members of M inot (N orth Dakota) 
First Church, w ere among dignitaries 
to break ground for a new church 
which is now  under construction. 
Rev. Samuel P. M cK ay is pastor.

Morris A. W eigelt, w ho w ill receive 
a Doctor of T heology degree in June 
from Princeton Theological Sem inary, 
recently joined the Northwest Naza- 
rene College faculty, where he w ill 
teach in the Religion Department. A  
Northwest student, W eigelt was grad­
uated from the Nazarene Theological 
Seminary in 1959.

Rev. W illiam  Goodm an, w ho fo r ­
merly w orked with Negroes in Kansas 
City, and later pastored a church  on

SIGN HOME MISSION CHARTER  
—Russell Edwards, a production su­
pervisor at the Nazarene Publishing 
House, signs the charter for the Over­
land Park, Kansas, home mission 
church while (right to left) Mr. and 
Mrs. Don Hodges, Cheryl, Jan, and 
Greg uateh. Hodges is an area build­
ing contractor. Sixty-one persons 
joined the new' church u'hich is on 
the Kansas City District. Superin­
tendent IFtlson Eanpher is the acting 
pastor.

the New Y ork  District, is now pas- 
toring in Kailua, Hawaii. The “only 
approach to people from  East and 
West is the C hrist-centered message 
of repentance and salvation,” he said.

Port St. Joe, Florida— Pastor J. A. 
Blackw ell reported that the church 
here was “greatly inspired by  the 
bibilcal preaching” of the Glen Ide, 
Jr., evangelistic party, w ho recently 
closed a revival.

Oregon Author Honored
Hal M. von Stein, m em ber of M ed­

ford (O regon) First Church and 
author of New Trails A m ong New  
Mountains, has been named by  the 
O regon State L ibrary among “A u ­
thors of Oregon," the state’s literary 
“hall o f fam e.”

The book, one of the more popular 
titles on the Nazarene Publishing 
House book  list last year, is based 
on  experiences of the author as a 
forest ranger in the Siskiyou M oun­
tains of southern Oregon. The state 
library has placed copies of the book 
in libraries throughout the state.

N.N.C. Group Abroad
A  Northwest Nazarene College sing­

ing group, the “ Northwesterners,” 
were selected to make an eight-w eek 
European tour in February and 
March, one of fourteen college groups 
receiving such an honor.

The music council o f the Overseas 
Touring Committee recom m ended the 
group. The decision was ratified by 
the U.S.O. and the Department of 
Defense. Cost of the tour, in the 
main, is federally underwritten.

Choir personnel include Sue H off­
man, Nampa, Idaho; Hannah L ind- 
bloom , Spokane, Washington; Karen 
Kirkman, Twin Falls, Idaho; Nancy 
Rodda, Huntington, Indiana; Karyn 
Santo, Boise, Idaho; Sonja Steiber, 
Tillam ook, Oregon; A lyce  Wesche, 
Nampa, Idaho; Dan Berg, Deer Park, 
W ashington; D oug Bolles, Willmar, 
Minnesota; Ron Butchart, M cM inn­
ville, Oregon; Dan Griep, Zamora, 
California; Ron Johnson, Spokane, 
W ashington; Mike Litsey, Honolulu, 
Hawaii; and Dave Raine, Nampa, Ida­
ho. Dr. D. E. Hill is director.



The historic address 
delivered b y

Evangelist C. W illiam  Fisher

on W ednesday night, January 
12, 1966, at the Conference on 

Evangelism in Kansas City, Mo.

DR. EDW ARD LAW LO R
Execu tive Secretary 

Department of Evangelism , Says:

" A  highlight of the conference was the 
address by Evangelist C. W illia m  F isher 
which form s the content of th is  book. It  
was an e lectrify ing  message but a t  the 
same tim e probing and soul-d isturbing. It  
w il l bear reading again and again, for 
we a ll need its  warning and its  cha llenge ."

RUSH you r order T O D A Y
and share som e o f the great m om ents  experienced by  
hundreds of Nazarenes at this n ever-to -be -forgotten  
conference on soul winning.

Youth Revival Nets Results
N ew port N ew s, Virginia— A  seven - 

day youth revival here w ith Rev. 
W illiam  Bailey resulted in some 
teen-agers being “ saved, others sanc­
tified, and others consecrating their 
lives for special service,” according 
to Rev. Mrs. L. B. Smith, pastor. 
T w o young men, one a servicem an, 
testified o f their calls to preach. The 
servicem an has since departed for 
overseas duty, Mrs. Smith said.

"Showers o f Blessing "  

Program Schedule

M arch 20— “ The Future Belongs 
to the Fit,”  by Russell V. De- 
Long

M arch 27— “ A cres o f  D iam onds,”  
by Russell V. DeLong 

A pril 3 (P alm  S u n d ay )— “ Three 
Im portant D ays,”  by Russell V. 
DeLong

Complete and mail this handy order form AT ONCE

Please send copies at $1.00 each of
IT’S REVIVAL WE NEED! by Dr. C. W illiam Fisher, to:

N a m e ____________________
Street ____________________
City ______________________
State _____________________ Z ip

CH EC K  or MONEY ORDER Enclosed $ _  

CH ARG E (30  days) TO : □  Personal (O ther) Account

NAZARENE PUBLISHING HOUSE
PO ST O F F IC E  BOX 5 2 7 , KA N SA S  C IT Y , M ISSO U RI 64141

Washington a t Bresee, Pasadena, C a lifo rn ia  91104 
IN CAN ADA: 1592 Bloor S tree t, W est, Toronto 9 , Ontario

JUST OFF 
THE PRESS
72 pages, paper

Only $1.00
postage paid

P rice  s lig h tly  high­
er outside the con­

tinen ta l United States

Deaths
L . B . H U GH ES, seventy-five, died Janu ary  22 in 

Merced, C a lifo rn ia . Rev. W ilfo rd  Presson and Rev. 
M . B . Rayborn conducted funeral services. He is 
survived by his w ife , Ina ; a son, Robert; a daugh­
te r , M rs. Anna W ardrobe; a  s is te r ; s ix  grand­
ch ild ren ; and one great-grandson.

R ICH ARD  G. CROW E, f i fty - fo u r, died of cancer 
November 12 in Lebanon, Oregon. He is survived 
by his w ife , Jean ; two daughters, M rs. S y lv ia  
Rastadt and M rs. P a tr ic ia  Hodges; one son, John; 
h is mother; and a brother.

M RS. B R IT T IE  M. H E A B E R L IN , e igh ty-s ix , died 
November 7 in a P a r is , Kentucky, hospital. Rev. 
K irby Cummins and Rev. Robert L .  Dixon conducted 
funeral services. She is survived by five  daughters, 
one son, th irty-n ine grandchildren , and ninety great­
grandchildren.

Announcements
E V A N G E L IS T S ' OPEN D A TE S

W . W . Hoot, Route 9 , Box 2 7 , Morgantown, W est 
V irg in ia : A p ril 14-24

H. G . Purkh iser, 308  E . H adley, A urora , M issouri: 
May 11 to 22

BORN
— to Rev. J .  Kenneth and Roberta (Cooper) Copen- 

haver of Newtonsvilie, Ohio, a  son, W illia m , on 
February 11 .

— to Rev. B i l l  and A lthea  (Ko hnk) Campbell of 
Beatrice , Nebraska, a  son, Brad  LeDon, on Feb­
ruary 11 .

— to P h ilip  and M arthalene (B la c k w e ll)  W ard of 
Fo rt W alton Beach, F lo rid a , a daughter, Angela 
M arcela , on January 28 .

— to Dixon and Barbara Shead of Po rt S t .  Joe , 
F lo rid a , a son, A lton Ja y , on Janu a ry  2 8 .

S P E C IA L  P R A Y E R  IS  R EQ U E S T ED  
— by a lady from Ind iana, an urgent request 

" fo r  the saving of our home and fo r the salvation 
of my husband";

— by a C h ristian  reader in Kentucky fo r the 
salvation of her husband, the reclam ation  of her 
son, and that he w il l not m arry a w o rld ly  g ir l—  
that God w ill undertake in a special w ay th a t her 
home shall not be broken up.

Directories
BOARD OF G E N E R A L  S U P E R IN T E N D E N T S

O ffice : 6401  The Paseo 
Kansas C ity , M issouri 6 4131  
HUGH C. B E N N E R , Chairm an 
V . H. L E W IS , V ice-chairm an 

G EO RGE C O U LTER , Secre tary 
H A R D Y C. PO W ERS 
G. B . W ILL IA M S O N  

S A M U E L  YOUNG



A Story-Note from

Hi,Can you think of a happy name?My happy name is ^  Jeff because he makesHie laugh!
Canyou think of a friendly name? 

QMaxine is friendly because 
sne listens and cares.

Canyou thinkof a joyful name?
I can... Q /JGary. He sings so 
joyfully.

Can you think of a holy name? 
Yes, it is God, our Heavenly Father. 
His name is hallowed.ms name 
is goodness.

$ When you call on God's name He 
always listens because He always loves.

Love' ^ ^

Hallowed, be thy name" (Matthew G:9).



Space Grows Short 
For Lay Conference

Dr. Donald A. McGavran (right) and 
Seminary President Lewis T. Corlett.

McGavran Sees Increase 
In Response to Gospel

Dr. Donald A. M cGavran, a recog­
nized authority on missions and 
church growth, gave the Turner L ec­
tures at Nazarene Theological Sem i­
nary, February 15 and 16. Dr. 
M cGavran is now dean of the School 
o f W orld Mission and Institute of 
Church Growth at Fuller Theological 
Seminary in Pasadena, California.

H aving served as a missionary in 
India for th irty-three years, and hav­
ing visited many mission fields 
throughout the world, Dr. McGavran 
emphasized the fact that the growth 
o f the church must take precedence 
over the developm ent of institutions.

Dr. McGavran sees a grow ing re­
sponsiveness to the gospel in many 
w orld areas, and urged that resources 
in men and m oney be concentrated in 
the strategic fields that are now  re­
ceptive to Christianity.

late News
IpllB $
Of People and Places

Trevecca Nazarene College, Nash­
ville, Tennessee, has been awarded 
a $286,000 Federal grant for the con ­
struction of a $944,000 science build­
ing. Construction is to begin within 
a few months, according to W illiam 
H. Anderson, assistant to the presi­
dent. Tw o dormitories, costing $755,- 
000, are now under construction.

A  goal o f $40,000 has been estab­
lished for the July N.W.M.S. offering 
which w ill go to the support of Span­
ish “ Showers of Blessing.” The so -

Accom m odations for less than 300 
persons remain unassigned to the first 
international Laym en's Conference on 
Evangelism, according to Dr. Edward 
Lawlor. secretary o f the Department 
of Evangelism.

Approxim ately twelve hundred have 
deposited the necessary $16.50, indi­
cating they will attend the conference. 
It is scheduled August 23-28 at the 
Diplomat Hotel in Fort Lauderdale, 
Florida.

An earlier hope of having sleeping 
facilities to accom m odate 500 addi­
tional persons in nearby motels now 
appears remote, L aw lor said. He en­
couraged all laym en interested in 
attending to write directly to the D e­
partment of Evangelism for applica­
tion forms.

The evangelism secretary was re­
cently at the Diplom at to inspect new 
convention and banquet facilities. He

cietv. which annually sponsors the 
offering, raised $36,000 for the radio 
work last year. The 1966 offering 
will go toward the developm ent of a 
Portuguese program  to be used in 
Brazil.

The board o f trustees o f the Naza­
rene Theological Sem inary will meet 
in Kansas City, Missouri, on Monday, 
April 4. to elect a president succeed­
ing Dr. L. T. Corlett, w ho w ill retire 
in June. The seminary constitution 
provides that the trustees shall elect 
the president upon nomination by  the 
Board of General Superintendents. 
Dr. Harvey S. Galloway, Columbus, 
is chairman of the seminary trustees. 
—N.I.S.

Dr. B. Edgar Johnson, general 
church secretary, is teaching a 
course this semester at Nazarene 
Theological Sem inary in ministerial 
praetics.

General Superintendent Hugh C. 
Benner awarded Evangelistic H onor 
Roll certificates to four churches 
during his recent visit to South A fr i­
can churches. They are K lerksdorp, 
P. M. Schoeman, pastor; V anderbijl 
Park, F. H. Snvman, pastor; V enters- 
dorp, S. S. Steyn, pastor; and V e - 
reeniging, D. J. P. Raath, pastor.

Rev. Juan C. Miranda, sales m an­
ager for the Spanish Nazarene P u b­
lishing House, will take an extended 
trip during M arch in M exico and

said that 150 new sleeping room s have 
been com pleted on schedule, w hich 
brings to 1,500 the num ber o f persons 
the hotel com plex can now  accom ­
modate. New sem inar room s are also 
being com pleted.

He added that a prayer chapel, 
given the name o f the “ U pper R oom ” 
for the duration o f the conference, 
has been reserved on the top floor of 
the Diplomat. The chapel in the sky, 
enclosed in glass, offers a scenic view  
of the Atlantic Ocean and the Miami 
area.

A  host com m ittee o f Floridians, 
headed by Jack R eed o f Orlando, is 
making arrangements to m eet all in ­
com ing planes and trains. The air 
terminal is tw en ty -five  minutes from 
the hotel.

Form er Congressman W alter Judd 
and returning Am bassadors w ill ap­
pear on the con ference program.

Central Am erica, calling on about 
thirty Christian bookstores w hich re­
tail Spanish Nazarene books, music, 
and literature.

Mr. Herbert Cantrell, father o f Dr. 
R oy C. Cantrell, president of Bethany 
Nazarene College, died February 23 in 
Glendale, California. Funeral services 
w ere February 26 at Forest Law n in 
Glendale.

NEWS
Dirksen to Revive 
School Prayer Issue

W a s h i n g t o n  (E P )— The senate m i­
nority leader, Sen. Everett M. D irk­
sen (Rep.-111.), has announced he 
w ill lead a m ove in the U nited States 
Senate to reverse the Suprem e C ourt’s 
decision on prayer in public schools.

His announcem ent w as m ade in 
speeches here before  the National 
Limestone Institute and the W ash­
ington Chapter o f Sigma Delta Chi, 
a professional journalism  fraternity.

In response to questioning b y  new s­
men Dirksen refused to reveal what 
his specific proposals in the senate 
might be.
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The Answer Corner
Conducted by W. T. PURKISER, Editor

Could you help me understand the reason for the use of the word “church" 
in our publications to refer to the building? I understand that the New 
Testament word for “church” is ecclesia which means “the called out ones.” 
I want my children to realize that the church is a living organism that is 
indwelled by God himself. I know we can use reason to come to the con­
clusion that the church is a building or organization, but human reasoning 
can go against the true Word of God.

Key Words
in

Next Sunday's  Lesson

By RALPH EARLE
LIVING WITH OTHERS

Ephesians 4 :25-32 ; Ja m e s  2 :8-10 ;
James 2 :14-17  (March 20)

• Edifying (Ephesians 4 :2 9 )— The 
Greek word is oikodom eii (o ik od o - 
main). It comes from  oikos , “house,” 
and demo, “ build." The verb  o iko -  
domeo meant first “ build a house,” 
then simply “ build.” The noun refers 
to the “ act o f building.” In the New 
Testament, however, it is m ostly used 
in the metaphorical sense o f “ ed ify ­
ing.” Occuring only in Paul’s Epistles 
with this spiritual significance, it is 
translated both “ edifying” and ed ifi­
cation.” What Paul is saying in this 
passage is: “Let everything you  say 
be such as will build up you r hearers 
spiritually, not tear them dow n.”
• Sealed (Ephesians 4 :30 )— A rch ae­
ologists have dug up many cylindrical 
seals from the ruins o f ancient A s ­
syrian and Babylonian cities. A  piece 
of clay would be shaped into a cy lin ­
der about the size of a m an’s thumb. 
On this would be inscribed the in ­
signia of the owner. Then the clay 
would be baked hard in a kiln. When 
a man wanted to send a bale o f goods 
along the Euphrates R iver he w ould 
“seal” it by putting on it some soft 
wax and making in the w ax one com ­
plete rotation of his cylindrical seal. 
This would leave an oblong im pres­
sion in the hardened wax, indicating 
that this package belonged to this 
particular man.

In the Roman days in w hich Paul 
wrote, the seal consisted of a signet 
ring, which a man w ould w ear on his 
finger. With this he could quickly 
stamp his signature on letters as well 
as packages.

But only that which belonged to a 
man was stamped with his seal of 
ownership. When we surrender ou r­
selves completely to Christ, to be 
wholly His, He seals us by the Holy 
Spirit.
• Clamour (Ephesians 4 :3 1 )— The 
Greek word is krauge. This was 
used originally o f animal sounds, 
meaning “croak” like a raven, or 
“bay” like a dog. Then it cam e to be 
used of human beings crying out or 
shouting. So the noun means a loud 
“outcry” or “ shouting.” Here it sug­
gests the “ clamor of excited persons.”

It so happens that at Ephesus, the 
city to which this letter was written, 
just such a clam or took place (read 
Acts 19:28-34). Paul adm onished the 
Ephesian Christians that such conduct 
was unbecoming to fo llow ers o f Christ.

A bout  all I can do is to a d d  some 
tnorc  “ h u m a n  re ason in g .” If  this  is u n ­
acceptab le .  t h en  I 'm  a fra id  I c a n ’t h e lp  
you u n d e r s ta n d  th e  use of  th e  w ord  
“ c h u r c h .”

You a rc  q u i t e  correct  in s ta t ing  th a t  
th e  most c om m o n  New T e s t a m e n t  word 
fo r “ c h u r c h ” is ecclesia, w hich  does 
m ean  an assembly of  those  called out.  
An excep t io n  in the  k i n g  J a m e s  Version 
is Acts 19:37, w here  hierosulos  is t r a n s ­
la ted  “ rob bers  of  ch u rc h e s .”

T h e  New T e s ta m e n t  does n o t  use 
the  te rm  “ c h u r c h ” to a p p ly  to a b u i l d ­
ing. a l th o u g h  it does use it w i th  regard  
to a local, organ ized  g ro up :  as, fo r  e x ­
ample1 in M a t th e w  18:17 a n d  III John 10 
—“ the  c h u r c h ” from  w hich  D io treph es  
expe l led  th e  b re th re n  could  n o t  have 
been th e  “ living o rgan ism  indw elt  by 
G od  h im se l f .”

T h e  te rm  “ c h u r c h ” in the  New  T e s t a ­
m en t  is most of ten  used of  the  un iversal  
bodv of  believers, the  sp i r i tua l  “T e m ­
ple"  of  the  Lord,  th e  “ b o d y ” a n d  
" b r i d e ” of  Christ .

However,  I w ou ld  r e m in d  you tha t  
the  English word  “c h u r c h ” comes from 
k yr ia ko n  d a m n  w hich  m eans  “ the  L o r d ’s 
house .” T h e  same ph rase  in O ld  T e s t a ­
m en t  H ebrew  consistently  m e a n t  the

By no means.
W e do  have  a provision in o u r  ch u rc h  

M a n u a l  for keep in g  o u r  m e m b e rsh ip  
rolls up - to -d a te  a n d  active. B u t  it does 
no t  in any  sense involve d e l ive r in g  a n y ­
one  to Satan  fo r  the  des tru c t io n  of  the  
flesh (I C o r in th ia n s  5:5) . o r  t h a t  he  
m av learn  no t  to b l a sp h em e  (I T im o t h y  
1:20) .

T he  M a n u a l  provides,  “ W h e n  a m e m ­
ber  of  a local c h u rc h  shall  absen t  h i m ­
self f rom all re lig ious services of  the  
c h u rc h  fe>r six successive m o n th s  with- 
emt a reason eleemeel jus ti f iable  by the  
c h u rc h  be>arel, his n a m e  m ay be rem oved  
fre>m th e  c h u rc h  re>ll by act ion  o f  the  
c h u rc h  hoard ,  a f te r  he  has been visited 
a n d  elealt w i th  fa ithfu l ly ,  w hen  possible.”

T he key ieleas a re  ind ica te d  by the  
word “ m ay ,” anel the  clause,  “a f te r  he 
has  been vis ited anel d e a l t  w i th  fa i th-

T e m p l c  in J e r u s a l e m —certa in ly  a s t ru c ­
tu re  of  stone a n d  wood.

I t h in k  y o u ’ve createel a p ro b le m  for 
yourself  o u t  of  the  admit teel  a m b igu ity  
e>f h u m a n  language.  I’he  custom  e>f the  
cen tu r ies  has  useel th e  English term  
“ c h u r c h ” te> m ean  not e>nly the  coin- 
m u t i ion  e>f believers,  bu t  the  place 
w here  such believers  meet  to work and  
worship .  A ny  English d ic t io na ry  you 
e x a m in e  will de f in e  “c h u r c h ” no t  only 
as a fe llowship of  c o m m it te d  persons,  
b u t  also as “a b u i ld in g  set a p a r t  for 
pub lic ,  espec ia lly Ch r is t ian ,  w orsh ip .”

Y o u ’ll just  have  to tell yo u r  ch i ld ren  
t h a t  the  word “ c h u r c h ” m eans  (1) the  
whole ,  un iversa l  body of  the  blood- 
w ashed believers in Jesus; (2) a local 
fe llowship of  such believers, organ ized  
fo r  w orsh ip  a n d  service; a n d  (3) the  
b u i ld in g  in which a local fe llowship 
meets.

You may be ab le  to c han ge  your  own 
usage a n d  th a t  of  your family ,  b u t  
you p ro b a b lv  w o n ’t have  m u c h  success 
c h an g in g  the  usage of  the  th ree  o r  fou r  
h u n d r e d  m il l ion  people  who speak 
English m ore  o r  less a ccord ing  to the  
d ic t io na ry  r a th e r  th a n  the  k i n g  Jam e s  
New T e s t a m e n t .

fu l ly .” R em oval  is permissive,  n o t  
m an da to ry .  A nd  the  act ion  sho u ld  be 
taken only a f te r  fas ting  a n d  p ra y e r  a n d  
fa i th fu l  d e a l in g  wi th  the  ind iv idua l.

1 hear t i ly  believe in ch u rc h  m e m b e r ­
sh ip  for all bo rn-aga in  people  on ear th .  
But the  presence o r  absence of a p e r ­
son's n a m e  on a ch u rc h  roll does no t  of 
itself m ean  its presence o r  absence  in 
“ the  L a m b ’s book of  life.”

W h a t  Pau l  m e a n t  by d e l ive r in g  n o ­
to r ious  s inners  to Satan is no t  at  all clear 
to us. T h i s  m uch ,  however,  is sure—in 
A dam  C la rk e ’s words:  “ No such pow er 
as this  re m a in s  in the  C h u rc h  of  C od;  
no n e  such sho u ld  he  assumed; the  p r e ­
tensions of  it a re  as wicked  as they are  
v a in . It was the  same pow er by which 
A nan ias  a n d  Sa pph ira  were s truck  dead, 
a n d  Ely mas  the  sorcerer s truck  bl ind .  
Apost les  a lone  were  in t ru s te d  w i th  i t .”

Do the verses where the Bible speaks of delivering people unto Satan 
(I Corinthians 5:5; I Timothy 1:20) mean that when a person refuses to 
attend church his name be stricken off the church roll?
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