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FROM  THE EDITOR

A New Year Is Here

W / E w ill soon be moving into a new

’ ’ •year. For the pastor this is a 

busy season. New Year’s in many 
ways is a significant time in the church 

year.

Do you make resolutions as you 

start the new year? Yes? No? 
Well, I would agree that there are 
arguments pro and con. However, I 
am one who believes that resolutions 
made in the right attitude and in full 

harmony with Christian purpose can 

be beneficial. What are some that 

pastors might make?

Dr. A. Milton Smith, my pastor here 

in Kansas City, begins each January 

1st to read the Bible through. He 

has completed this task within twelve 

months for the past 25 years. Such a 

scripture reading program is bene­

ficial for the pastor as background for 

all other Bible reading he does. Per­

haps if you would make a resolution 

to read the Bible through in 1955, it 

might be just the spur you need to do 

it.

Dr. Samuel Young, one of our gen­

eral superintendents, speaks frequent­

ly about the need for preachers to 

read the Bible for their own devo­

tions and for their own spiritual food. 
It is easy to slip into the rut of reading 

the Bible only for study, research or 

in a feverish search for preaching ma-

(rial. True, sermons will come out 

of our personal devotional reading, 

and the more effective the reading

the more impassioned the sermons. 
But we must find time to read when 

the prime purpose is to find food for 
our own souls. Maybe a resolution at 
this point, to put such a program on 
our daily schedule for 1955, might 

prove a help to us.

F ront C overs

Have you enjoyed the series on 

preaching this year, with pictures on 

the front covers? We think it is an 

idea worth continuing. This year we 

shall turn a little farther back in the 

pages of history to have a look at some 

men of God with whom we are not 

quite so familiar. Professor James 

McGraw of the Seminary will con­

tinue to supply these sketches for us.

Y ou th  W eek

It is important that the program of 

the local church make a place for a 

specialized emphasis upon youth. This 

does not mean that such an emphasis 

should confine itself only to a limited 

period. Every church should cer­

tainly have a year-round youth em­

phasis. On the other hand, it is 

hardly sufficient to plan a continuous 

program with no time when youth 

can be featured.

For a number of years now Youth 

Week has been the center of this 

special emphasis. This idea originated 

with Christian Endeavor and spread 

to the U.C.Y.M., with many of the 

denominational youth groups picking
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it up. The time that is set is the week 
beginning the last Sunday of January 
over the first Sunday of February. 
In 1955, Youth Week is January 30 
to February 6.

It is important to give the young 
people of the church some special at­
tention at this time. It is amazing 
what can be done in a brief time to 
challenge them, to help them, and tie 
them to the church. There is no cut- 

and-dried pattern. Some churches 
plan a special youth revival with the 
young people’s society taking an im­
portant part in planning it and carry­
ing responsibility for it. Other 

churches plan varied activities for the 
week with a special feature each night. 

Others have successfully organized a 
“Youth Church” for the week, with 
youth officers filling the regular of­
fices of the church for that period of 
time. If circumstances permit, young 

people can well take a prominent part 
in the regular services of the church 
these two Sundays. District plans or 
community plans should be kept in 
mind when the program is set up. 
The pastor should work closely with 
his N.Y.P.S. president and Council in 

all of these plans.

Actually, the sky is the limit. Each 
pastor can make Youth Week the high 

point of the church year if he will.

S hare  the  “P reacher ’s M agazin e”

Would you care to share the good 

material in the P reacher ’s M agazine  

with a neighboring pastor who does 

not now subscribe? It would be a 

small investment if you would sub­

scribe for a home-mission pastor who 

may not feel that he could subscribe 

himself. (We do hear from those who 

say, “I just cannot afford it.”) Your 

district superintendent would suggest 

a name, I am sure. Or, we can give 

you a name, or names, of pastors on 

your district who do not subscribe.

How C o n v in cin g  I s Y our  M essage?

Recently I came across a sermon in 
a magazine for ministers, presented 
for the express purpose of showing! 
the fallacies in the position of “second 
blessing holiness.” It had been given 

originally at a conference of a de­
nomination which holds that “you get 
it all at once.” The indictments of our 
position challenged me to be more 
scriptural, more thorough, more logi­
cal, and more exemplary as I preach 
holiness.

The arguments against second bless­
ing holiness were as follows:

1. It minimizes the significance of 
regeneration and the work of the Holy 
Spirit, the Agent of the new birth.

2. Absolutely no evidence exists 
for an instantaneous work of entire 
sanctification following regeneration.

3. Biblical proof is entirely lacking 
for the eradication of the Adamic 
nature.

4. Scriptural proof is lacking en­

tirely that there is no later work of 
grace after the baptism of the Holy 
Spirit.

5. The teaching of entire sanctifi­

cation denies the principle of Chris­
tian growth.

6. This doctrine is disproved in 
Christian experience. The perfection­

ist does one of two things: (a) He 
lowers the standard of perfection, or 
(b) he fails to live up to his claims. 
In reading this literature one is im­
pressed that the perfectionist seems 
to be more concerned about gaining 
some extraordinary Holy Spirit ex­
perience than he is about the genuine 

outworking of continuous Holy Spirit 
cleansing in his life.

If this writer had been in your con­
gregation for the past year, could he 

have truthfully made these accusa­
tions?

Does your preaching adequately an­

swer such reasoning?
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The Preaching of John Wesley

By James McGraw*

T Tot, tired , thirsty and impatient, 

the English nobleman asked a 
peasant, “Why is it that I can’t find a 
place where I can buy a drink of 
liquor in this wretched village?” The 
humble peasant, seeing the rank of 
his questioner, respectfully and cour­
teously replied, “Well, you see, my 
lord, about a hundred years ago, a 
man named John Wesley came preach­

ing in these parts.”

Perhaps no Englishman who ever 

lived has had as great an influence 
upon the history of his nation, or in­
deed upon the lives of people in every 

nation, as the man John Wesley. F. J. 

McConnell, John Hampson, Maximin 

Piette, and other biographers agree 

that, with the possible exception of a 

few statesmen and a general or two, 

John Wesley has received more at­
tention from the pens of biographers 

and has had more written about him 

than any other Englishman of the 

eighteenth century. France had no 

Wesley, and France had her bloody 

revolution. Britain, with her Wesley, 

saw her eighteenth century Wesleyan 

revival, and there was no bloody revo­

lution. The preaching of John Wesley 

— the Wesley with the warmed heart— 

gives hope and faith to those who 

sometimes wonder whether or not 

much lasting good is accomplished by 

“the foolishness of preaching.”

^ohn Wesley’s family background 

was devoutly religious. He was

■“Professor; Nazarene Theological Seminary 
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brought up in a Christian family, and 

his father was a clergyman in the 

Church of England. Susanna Wesley, 

his mother, although busy with the 

care of seventeen children, found time 

to give each of them the loving atten­

tion and careful Christian nurture 

that would provide rich, fertile ground 

for gospel seed. Young John was im­

pressed with her teaching of the im­

portance of keeping the command­

ments of God, and even as a child he 

accepted her teachings and tried to 

apply them in his outward conduct.

After some years at Oxford Univer­

sity, he was persuaded by his father 

to be ordained as a Christian minister, 

and this brought a new mood of ser­

iousness into his life. He set apart an 

hour each day for private prayer and 

thought, he took the sacrament of Holy 

Communion each week, and he set 

himself to conquer every sin. “Doing 

so much, and living so good a life, I 

doubted not but I was a good Chris­

tian,” is the verdict he himself passed 

on his life at that time.

The front cover picture of John Wesley is 
from a recent painting by Frank O. Salisbury, 

world's foremost modern painter of John Wes­
ley. The original of this was presented to the 

Secretary of the World Methodist Council in ac­
cordance with the artist's desire to have one 
of his portraits in the United States. Before 
finding its place in the Methodist historical li­

brary, the painting will be exhibited in all parts 
of the United States. Salisbury is noted for two 
other famous paintings of Wesley.



But he wanted to do even more in 

the service of God, and he cut out of 
his life all pleasures and extrava­
gances. He observed fasts twice a 
week. He visited the prisons, and 
assisted the poor and the sick. Yet, 

he later explained, when he stood face 
to face with death, this religion of his 
gave him little comfort, nor did it 
afford him the assurance of his ac­
ceptance of God.

He volunteered to serve as a mis­
sionary in Georgia, in America, but 
several years of service returned him 
home unhappy and miserable. A  per­
iod of illness followed, and he was ap­
prehensive as he thought death was 
approaching. Then, at a meeting in 
Aldersgate Street, the truth he had 
accepted flooded in upon his whole 
being. He described this experience 
in his Journal, May 24, 1738, section 
14:

“In the evening I went very un­
willingly to a society in Aldersgate 
Street where one was reading Luther’s 

preface to the Epistle to the Romans. 
About a quarter before nine, while he 
was describing the change which God 

works in the heart through faith in 
Christ, I  felt my heart strangely 
warmed. I felt I  did trust in Christ, 

Christ alone, for salvation; and an 
assurance was given me, that He had 
taken away my sins, even mine, and 
saved me from the law of sin and 
death.”

From that day until his death, John 
Wesley—the Wesley of the warmed 
heart—went about preaching the rich­

ness of the Christian experience in its 
fullness. He preached to those who 
were “less than fully Christians” and 
challenged them to seek a deep peace, 

a real enjoyment of faith, happiness 
in God, joy in the Holy Spirit, a new 
victory over the power of evil in their 
lives, and “an intense, glad eagerness 

to be utterly obedient to every wish

of our Lord.” He preached as only a 
man filled with the Holy Spirit could 
preach.

A B ib l ic a l  P reacher

First and most important in our 
analysis of Wesley’s preaching is our 
acknowledgment of its Biblical con­
tent. His own statement regarding his 

opinion of the importance of the Bible 
in his ministry was rigidly observed. 
He said in his Works, Volume V:

“I have thought I am a creature of 
a day, passing through life as an arrow 
through the air. I  am a spirit come 
from God. . . .  I want to know one 
thing—the way to heaven; how to land 
safely on that happy shore. God him­

self has condescended to teach the 
way: for this very end He came from 
heaven. He hath written it down in 
a book. O give me that book! At any 

price give me the book of God! I have 
it: here is knowledge enough for me. 
Let me be homo unius libri.”

John Wesley was certainly the “man 
of one Book,” for he knew it as few 
men who have ever lived, and he 
preached its truth clearly and effec­
tively to all who would hear him.

In his fourth sermon in the Standard 
Sermons of John Wesley, Volume 1, 
edited by E. H. Sugden, on the subject 
“Scriptural Christianity,” from the 
text in Acts 4:31, “And they were 
filled with the Holy Ghost,” we find 
an excellent example of the scriptural 
content in his preaching. There are 
exactly one hundred and nine quota­
tions from the Bible in this one ser­

mon, some from the Old Testament 

and many from the New, and not one 

was improperly or inaccurately quot­

ed!

B ib l ic a l  I ntroductions

In further examination of Wesley' S 

Biblical content in his preaching, it is 

observed that most of his introductions
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were Biblical and textual. In  the ser­
mon just mentioned, for example, he 

begins by saying, “The same expres­
sion occurs in the second chapter, 

where we read, ‘When the day of 
Pentecost was fully come, they were 
all’ (The Apostles, with the women, 
and the mother of Jesus, and His 
brethren) ‘with one accord in one 

place. . . . ’ ” He quoted scriptures 
from the context, from companion 
texts, and proceeded to excite the in­
terest and “whet the appetites” of his 

listeners for the exposition of the 

written Word.

His illustrations also were almost 
entirely taken from Biblical sources. 

Rarely if ever do we find illustrative 
materials from his own experiences, 

and only occasionally do we observe 
illustrations from history and litera­
ture. He seemed to enjoy reading the 
poetry of Homer, and he often quoted 
from his writings in illustrating his 

sermons. In  his sermon, “The Almost 

Christian,” he states:

“By sincerity I mean, a real, inward 
principle of religion, from whence 

these outward actions flow. And, in­
deed, if we have not this, we have not 
heathen honesty; no, not so much of 

it as will answer the demand of a 
heathen Epicurean poet. Even this 
poor wretch, in his sober intervals, is 

able to testify,

Oderunt peccare boni, virtutis amore; 
Oderunt peccare mali, formidine poe- 

nae.”

(The good hate to sin through love 
of virtue; you, on the contrary, com­
mit no crime that will tell against you 
through dread of punishment.)

L ogical  P resentation

An examination of Wesley’s sermons 
rj^eals an extraordinary ability to 
tmnk clearly and logically, and to pre­
sent truth, controversial though it may 
be, plainly and convincingly.

January, 1955

In answering objections in his ser­

mon on “Salvation by Faith,” Wesley 

argued: “Yet, to the same truth, 
placed in another view, a quite con­
trary objection is made: ‘If a man 

cannot be saved by all that he can do, 
this will drive men to despair.’ True, 
to despair of being saved by their own 
works, their own merits, or righteous­
ness. And so it ought; for none can 
trust in the merits of Christ, till he 
has utterly renounced his own!”

His outline for this sermon logically 

developed as follows:

I. What Faith It Is Through 
Which We Are Saved.

II. What Is the Salvation Which 
Is Through Faith?

III. How We May Answer Some 

Objections.

Clear, simple, rugged, and convinc­
ing, this and his other sermons are 
the practice of what he advised others 
concerning their preaching. He wrote 

in Volume V III of his Works:

“Let your whole deportment before 
your congregation be serious and 
weighty and solemn. Always suit 

your subject to your audience. Choose 
the plainest texts you can. Take care 
not to ramble; but keep to your text, 
and make out what you take in 
hand. . . . Take care of anything awk­
ward or affected, either in your ges­
ture, phrase, or pronunciation. . . . 
Beware of clownishness, either in 

speech or dress. Wear no slouched 
hat.”

He even gave advice concerning the 
care of the preacher’s horse. He said, 
“Be merciful to your beast. Not only 

ride moderately, but see with your 
own eyes that your horse be fed, 
rubbed, and bedded.” This, of course, 
is obsolete in our day, and yet it might 
be adapted in some way to our con­
duct. Who knows? Were he living 

today he perhaps would give advice
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to his preachers on the care of their 
cars. Or, more to the point, the man­
ner in which they drive their cars.

P reparation  and D elivery

Mr. Curnock, with Wesley in the 
morning services in Bristol in 1741, 

described his preparation for preach­
ing:

“For this duty he prayed and robed. 
Usually he went fasting. Returning 
to his rooms, he drank chocolate or 
tea, and at once proceeded to write in 
his journal, or in sermon form, or in 
a paper for use in society meetings, 

the substance of the exposition that 
morning given.”

One of the students who heard his 
sermon at St. Mary’s, Oxford, was 
Benjamin Kennicott, who described 

his appearance and his sermon in a 
most revealing manner. Kennicott, no 

Methodist and no friend of Wesley, 
said of him later:

“When he mounted the pulpit, I 
fixed my eyes on him and his be­
havior. He is neither tall nor fat; for 
the latter would ill become a Meth­
odist. His black hair quite smooth, 

and parted very exactly”—yes, Mr. 

Kennicott, this man had a way of do­

ing things “very exactly”—“added to 

a peculiar composure in his counte­

nance, showed him to be an uncommon 

man.”

Kennicott continued his description 

of the sermon, “And now, he began to 

exalt his voice. . . . Under these three 

heads, he expressed himself like a 

very good scholar, but a rigid zealot; 

and then he came to what he called 

his plain, practical conclusion. . . . 

and he fired his address with so much 

zeal and unbounded satire as quite 
spoiled what otherwise might have 
been turned to a great advantage. . . . ”

John Wesley had a way of making 

an impression on his listeners, and

whether the result was conviction and 
persuasion, or antagonism and anger, 

they were not the same after having 
heard him preach. He frequently^ 
used a series of rapid-fire, heart- 
searching, personal questions to 
achieve this result, as he did in the 
sermon described by the student 

Kennicott.

To persuade men to accept and 

practice “the truth as it is in Jesus” 
was John Wesley’s primary purpose in 
preaching. To triumph over his ad­
versaries was an ambition far be­
neath his character, although he was 
skilled in the presentation of contro­

versial issues. To convince men of 
error and to induce them to embrace 
the truth was a purpose of supreme 
importance with him. W ith Wesley, 
theory was worth nothing unless it 
should lead to correct practice. He 
was pre-eminently a practical preach­

er of the Word of God.

He preached in Saint Mary’s in Ox­
ford, he preached in the churches, he 
preached in the mines, and he 
preached in the fields and on the 
streets. Yes, he even preached on his 
father’s tombstone. He preached the 
Bible as a man who has studied 
it carefully and prayerfully. He 
preached with a note of victory as 
only a man can preach when he has 
suffered with his own doubts until he 
himself has found assurance and vic­
tory. He resisted formalism and de­
manded sincerity. With a heart 
“strangely warmed” he sounded the 
bugle of full salvation, “Christian Per­
fection, properly so called,” and per­
fect love shed abroad in the heart by 

the Holy Ghost.

They said of him, “He acts as 
though he were out of breath in pur­
suit of souls”! May his spirit, his 

emphasis, and his message so possp=‘; 
those who live and preach the doc­

trine he believed that the same may 

be said of all of them!
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O F THE M O N TH

The Tents of the Transients

By Paul S. Rees*

Text: Thine own eyes shall see . . . 
a tent which shall not be packed up 
(Isa. 33: 20) (Rotherham).

Jerusalem, according to Isaiah, was 
going to suffer an attack by Sennach­

erib and his Assyrian hordes. For 
the unjust and the ungodly it would 
be a terrifying experience. Even the 

righteous patriots in the sacred city 
would have their faith tested to the 
limit. Yet the prophet speaks a re­
assuring word: in the end Sennach­
erib’s invasion of Judea and his siege 
of Jerusalem would fail—as fail it did. 
As part of this assurance, Isaiah says 
to his townsmen, Thine eyes, instead 
of gazing upon the ruins of the city 

and the Temple, shall see Jerusalem 
as a tent which shall not be packed 
up, or, as the Revised Version has it, 
a tent that “shall not be removed.”

“A  tent which shall not be packed 
up!” Isaiah knew how this phrase 

would serve as a torch to kindle the 
imagination of the men of Judah. 

. Their fathers had once lived in tents, 
and as they set them up and took 

them down with wearisome monotony, 
they longed for the Promised Land. 
Indeed, their house of worship, long 
before Solomon built them their Tem­
ple, was nothing but a portable tent 
called “The Tabernacle.”

Thus we have, in vivid, earthy 
Erasing, a picture which presents the 
two opposite aspects of every man’s

■̂ Pastor, First Covenant Church, Minneapolis, Minnesota

experience: the sense of life’s inse­
curity and impermanence on the one 
hand and the desire for stability and 
security on the other. One author 
asks, “How can a thoughtful man face 
the transiency of the universe and all 
within it and not ask himself, Is there 

nothing that lasts?”

Because that question is most likely 
to occur to our minds when we are 
passing from an old year into a new 
one, and because the Holy Scriptures 
throw a flood of light upon it, I want 
to discuss with you this theme I have 
gathered from the word of the proph­
et, “The Tents of the Transients.”

I
Let’s remind ourselves, to begin 

with, that when the prophet said, 

“Thine own eyes shall see . . .  a tent 

which shall not be packed up,” he was 

saying something that in reality 

looked back upon the past. In  fact, if 

you leave out the history of the He­

brew people up to that time, there 

would be little, if any, significance in 

Isaiah’s prophecy. Anyone can sing 

the tender ballad, “Home, Sweet 

Home,” if he knows how to read words 

and music, but I think no singer can 

do justice to it who ignores the fact 

that John Howard Payne, its author, 

was a man without a home. It is that 

background of personal history which 

adds so much of point and poignancy 

to the song.

January, 1955 7



Similarly, the prophet’s forecast 

that the eyes of the people would rest 
upon Jerusalem and the Temple as 

upon a tent which should not be re­
moved gathers force from the fact 
that their yesterdays were full of 

marches and migrations, folded tents 
and fleeting sojourns. They had 
started as a family of nomads. They 
settled for four centuries in Egypt, 
after which they again struck out as a 

nation of pilgrims.

If you want an impressive picture 

of a people without roots and without 
residence, turn back to the ninth chap­

ter of Numbers. See the camp of 
Israel with the Tabernacle in the cen­
ter, and with three tribes resting in 
tented sojourn on each of the four 

sides of it. The white cloud by day 
and the flaming cloud by night hov­
ered above the camp. If it moved, all 

Israel was astir. The Tabernacle was 
dismantled, the tents folded, and the 
people marched (Numbers 9: 21, 22).

So unresting and unsettled was this 

national existence that the taking 
down and setting up of the Tabernacle 
became a symbol of the migratory life 
which the people lived. Hebrew 
scholars tell us that this word “jour­
neyed” in Numbers 9 means literally 
“the pulling out of the tent pegs.”

All of these memories formed the 
backdrop for Isaiah’s heartening an­
nouncement, “Thine own eyes shall 
see . . .  a tent which shall not be 

packed up.” It was memory that gave 
the prophet’s word such tremendous 
lift and power.

Memory is one of the wonders of 

the world, call it the seventh or the 

seventeenth! It belongs both to in­

dividuals and to nations. Have you 

ever talked to a man who is senile or 

delirious? Touch upon a certain sub­

ject, and lo, he will begin to babble at 

length about some event or scene of 

his childhood. You have released

some hidden spring in his sub- 
consciousness; memory has taken a 
sudden leap across fifty or sixty or 
seventy years.

Today, in our distraught world, the 

memories of boys and girls and men 
and women are being stored with ex­
periences that speak of turmoil and 
transiency, unrest and unhappiness. 

It is one of the conspicuous signs of 
our times. The depression made 

modern nomads out of hundreds of 
thousands of our citizens. Along 
came the war, and another migration 

started from the farms and towns to 
the great centers of war industry; and 
from every corner of the nation to all 
parts of the world went our fighting 
forces. Recently a man said that he 

had lived in thirty-five different 
places during the forty-eight years of 

his life. In a disturbed state of mind 
he confessed, “I have no fixed point 
anywhere and no attachment to any­
thing.”

Any student of social and moral 

problems will tell you that that man 

typifies one of the serious aspects of 

human life in our times. How greatly 

this restless, rootless generation needs 

to hear the message of the eternal 

God: “Thine own eyes shall see . . . 

a tent which shall not be packed up.” 

So many of us, like Israel of old, have 

a past of terrific transiency and un­

settledness, in the light of which we 

should listen intently to this word of 

the Lord.

II

Again, it may be pointed out that 

our text does more than look back 

upon the past; it looks out upon the 

present. As we have already seen, 

the immediate peril to Jerusalem and 

the Temple was Sennacherib. Sargen 

had already carried away the peopife 

of Samaria, capital of the Northern 

Kingdom, into captivity. A similar

The Preacher’s Magazine



disaster awaited Judah if Sennach­

erib’s plans succeeded.

It was a day of critical danger. 
Isaiah does not conceal the fact that 
Aplenty of people were in a panic about 

it. Well they might be! “The sinners 
in Zion are afraid,” says he. Moffatt 
puts it strongly: “In  Sion sinful men 
are terrified, the impious are seized 
with shuddering.” The scourging fire 

of judgment threatens to destroy us, 
and we wonder if anyone can survive. 
Such was their alarmed mood.

“Oh, yes,” cries the prophet, “there 

will be survivors all right. In fact, 
Sennacherib is going to fail in his evil 
intent. Jerusalem will remain intact 
and the temple will abide: Thine own 
eyes shall see Jerusalem—a home of 
comfort, a tent which shall not be 
packed up.” So Rotherham renders 
the words of the prophet.

But this assurance belongs properly 
to those, and those alone, who are 

described in verse 15. To the ques­
tion, “Who among us shall dwell with 
the devouring fire?” the answer is 
given: “He that walketh righteously, 
and speaketh uprightly; he that de- 

spiseth the gain of oppressions, that 
shaketh his hands from holding of 
bribes, that stoppeth his ears from 
hearing of blood, and shutteth his eyes 
from seeing evil.”

After all, the prophet seems to say 
the real security of men, amid all the 
flux and flow of this uncertain world, 
is a spiritual thing. Sennacherib is 
not going to demolish the Temple, but 
even if he did, the souls of the right­
eous are housed, shut in, everlastingly 
protected, because they are in God’s 
keeping. Thus Isaiah goes on elo­
quently concerning the righteous 
man: “He shall dwell on high; his 
place of defence shall be the muni- 
^>ns of rocks; bread shall be given 
him; his waters shall be sure” (v. 16).

Nor is that all: “Thine eyes,” says

Isaiah, “shall see the king in his 
beauty: they shall behold the land 

that is very far off.” Moffatt has an 
excellent translation of that second 
clause: they “shall gaze upon His 
broad domain.” That is what Savona­

rola was doing when the men of Flor­
ence turned against him. He rebuked 
their sins. He denounced their hy­
pocrisies. He called upon them to 
make Christ their true King. First 
they arrested him and threw him in a 
dungeon. Then they took him out in 
the public square and burned his body 
to charred remnants. But Savonarola 
had already moved, in his spirit, into 
a “tent which shall not be packed up.” 
He was able, therefore, to say: “They 
may kill me if they please; but they 
will never, never tear the living Christ 

from my heart!”

Let us who are Christians never 
forget that the crucified, risen, as­
cended and ever-praying Christ is 
himself, in conjunction with His 

Church, the true “tabernacle of 
David.” In  Heb. 8:1, 2 we read, “We 
have such an high priest, who is set 
on the right hand of the throne of the 
Majesty in the heavens; a minister of 
the sanctuary, and of the true taber­
nacle, which the Lord pitched, and 
not man.” David, as a man, pitched 
the tent in which the ark of the Lord 
was housed on Mount Zion in Jeru­
salem. The day came when it was 

dismantled and disappeared. Solomon 
built the Temple on Mount Moriah. 
That structure withstood the assault 

of Sennacherib, just as Isaiah predict­

ed it would. Nevertheless, because of 

the sins of the nation, it finally fell, 

under the attack of the Chaldeans.

What is the order of God now? Is 

it an earthly sanctuary? No. Is it a 

human priesthood? No. Is it a 

sacred city? No. What then? The 

whole order of salvation has been 

moved into the realm of the spiritual.
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Christ is our Sanctuary and in Him 
the “beloved community” of all be­

lieving hearts has its redemption and 
its security. Christ is our High Priest 
and through His sufficient mediation 
we have our access to God. And 
Christ is our Heavenly Jerusalem to 
which we have come with praise upon 
our lips because there is forgiveness, 
there is whiteness, there is peace, in 
our hearts.

Outwardly, we are creatures of 

time; inwardly, we have been gath­

ered up into eternity. In earthly re­

lationship we find much to grieve and 

annoy and distress us, but in our 

heavenly oneness with Jesus Christ 

we have our steadfastness, our satis­

faction, and our serenity.

In  the latter part of the seventeenth 
century lived that lovable soul, “Fa­

ther Lawrence.” So undivided and 
undistracted was his devotion to 
Christ that for forty years he never 
lost the sense of Christ’s presence. 
You are mistaken if you think that 
he did nothing but hide in a cloister 
and say his prayers. He worked in 
the kitchen of a Carmelite monastery. 

His life was simple, practical, often 
difficult. Yet this was his testimony: 
“The time of business does not with 
me differ from the time of prayer, and 
in the noise and clatter of the kitchen, 
while several persons are at the time 
calling for different things, I possess 
God in as great tranquility as if I 

were on my knees.” Can you explain 
it otherwise than this? His eyes were 
upon a “tent which shall not be packed 
up,” even Jesus Christ, who makes 
of himself a pavilion of peace and 
power in which the trusting heart 
may abide.

How good it is, when weaned from all

beside,
With God alone the soul is satisfied, 

Deep hidden in His heart!

How good it is, redeemed, and washed,

and shriven,

To dwell, a cloistered soul, with Christ

in heaven,

Joined, never more to part!

I l l

Consider a third direction in which 
our text looks. Besides looking back 
into the past and gazing out upon the 
present, it peers eagerly and con­
fidently into the future. Whether the 

prophet was aware of it or not, he was 
giving to the men of his day, and to 
devout minds of every generation, a 
glimpse into the fields of immortality.
I should like to have you take his 
word: “Thine own eyes shall see . . . 
a tent which shall not be packed up,” 
and set them down, cheek by jowl, 

alongside that marvelous description 
of heaven in the book of Revelation: 
“And I saw a new heaven and a new 
earth,” cries John, “for the first 
heaven and the first earth were passed 
away; . . . And I John saw the holy 
city, new Jerusalem, coming down 
from God out of heaven, prepared as 
a bride adorned for her husband.” 
Now mark John’s language, “And I 
heard a great voice out of heaven say­

ing, Behold, the tabernacle of God is 
with men, and he will dwell with 
them, and they shall be his people, 
and God himself shall be with them, 
and be their God.”

There, if I am any judge, is God’s 
final and everlasting answer to the 
homing instinct He has planted in the 
human spirit. Try as man may to 
make himself at home in this tem­

poral world, he cannot do it. The tin­

horn sounds of shop and market can­

not drown out the distant rumble that 

arises as the waves of a timeless sea 

roll up on the beaches of his soul. He 

knows himself to be a pilgrim to th«£ 

City of God if once he has walked in 

the light of Jesus Christ.
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But, mind you, the guarantee that 
he will one day arrive, the assurance 
that he is a pilgrim with a destination 
and not a tramp without terminus, the 
dependable prospect that God in 
Christ will one day fulfill his dreams 
and crown his hopes—all that rests on 
the word and work of our risen 
Saviour. If you do not have His word 
for it, then you are headed for 
trouble.

Well, you say, prove it! Prove 
heaven if you can! Prove all this 
fine sounding poetry about being at 

home forever with Christ, where all 
tears are wiped clean away! My dear 
friend, I don’t have to prove it—not 
to anyone else. All I need is to live 
in the love and fellowship of this 
risen, death-conquering Redeemer, 

and I have something beyond proof 
in my own spirit. You may have the 
same experience.

Years ago, when I visited Rome, 
they told us that archeologists, upon 
first opening up some of the oldest 
Roman cemeteries, found innumerable 

tombstones with seven initials on 

them: NFFNSNC. These letters, it 

was learned, stood for an old inscrip­

tion that was so familiar among the 

people of ancient Rome that only the 

initials were needed. The letters 

stood for four Latin phrases: “Non 

fui, fui, non sum, non euro,” which, 

being translated, means, “I was not, 

I was, I am not, I don’t care.” There 

you have journey’s end for Christless 

paganism!

Now, for contrast take something 

out of Christian history. One of the 

greatest scholars of the past two hun­

dred years was an Anglican clergy­

man by the name of Henry Alford. 

A cathedral dean, a lover of the Bible, 

—id a glorious saint, he spent eighteen 

years writing his commentary on the 

Greek text of the New Testament—a

set of which I have prized for years 

in my own library. But the good Dean 

did more than write learned pages of 
exposition. His soul flamed out in the 
composition of poetry. One day he 

gave the world a hymn, which goes 
usually, I believe, under the title of 
“Ten Thousand Times Ten Thou­
sand: ”

Ten thousand times ten thousand,
In sparkling raiment bright,

The armies of the ransomed saints 
Throng up the steeps of light.

'Tis finished, all is finished,
Their fight with death and sin:

Fling open wide the golden gates 
And let the victors in.

What rush of hallelujahs 

Fills all the earth and sky!

What ringing of a thousand harps 

Bespeaks the triumph nigh!

O day, for which creation 

And all its tribes were made!

O joy, for all its former ivoes 

A thousandfold repaid!

Oh, then what raptured greetings 

On Canaan's happy shore.

What knitting severed friendships up, 

Where partings are no more!

Then eyes with joy shall sparkle,

That brimmed with tears of late, 

Orphans no longer fatherless,

Nor widows desolate.

Now what kind of epitaph would 
you expect to find on the tomb of a 
man who could write like that? Well, 
Dean Alford’s body lies in a grave­
yard in Canterbury, England, and on 

it are inscribed these words: “The 
inn of a traveler on his road to Jeru­
salem.” Ah, there was a man into 

whose ears, when he was dying, the 
Spirit of God dropped a sweet whis­
per: “Thine eyes shall see . . .  a tent 

which shall not be packed up.”
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Quotable Quotes from John Wesley
Compiled by Samuel Young*

(Taken from John Wesley's writings)

1. It is hard to find words in the language of men to explain "the 
deep things of God." Indeed, there are none that will adequately 
express what the children of God experience.

2. All the blessings I enjoy, all I hope for in time and in eternity, 
are given wholly and solely for the sake of what Christ has done 
and suffered for me.

3. I am convinced, as true religion or holiness cannot be without 
cheerfulness, so steady cheerfulness, on the other hand, cannot 
be without holiness or true religion. And I am equally convinced, 
that religion has nothing sour, austere, unsociable, unfriendly in it; 
but, on the contrary, implies the most winning sweetness, the most 
amiable softness and gentleness.

4. Our main doctrines, which include all the rest, are repentance, 
faith, and holiness. The first of these we account the porch of re­
ligion, the next the door, the third religion itself.

5. No man is justified till he believes; every man, when he believes, 
is justified.

6. If you seek it (sanctification) by faith, you may expect it as you are; 
and if as you are, then expect it now.

7. It is, then, a great blessing given to this people (the Methodists), 
that they do not think or speak of justification, so as to supersede 
sanctification; so neither do they think or speak of sanctification, 
so as to supersede justification. They take care to keep each in 
its own place; laying equal stress on one and the other.

8. Do you believe we are sanctified by faith? Be true then to your 
principle; and look for this blessing just as you are—nothing to 
plead, but Christ died. And if you look for it as you are, then 
expect it now.

9. Wesley declared the Methodists were "as tenacious of inward 
holiness as any Mystic; and of outward, as any Pharisee."

10. Pardoning love is still at the root of all. He who was offended 
is now reconciled.

11. Every command in Holy Writ is only a covered promise—God has 
engaged to give whatsoever He commands.

12. Of all gossiping, religious gossiping is the worst: it adds hypocrisy 
to uncharitableness, and effectually does the work of the devil in 
the name of the Lord.

13. It is Gcd alone who can cast out Satan. But He is generally 
pleased to do this by man, as an instrument in His hand.

^General Superintendent
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The Man in Between

By Milo L. Arnold*

I. A Good Successor to 

Your Predecessor

\ b r ic k  by itself is worth about five 

cents but built into a wall it is 

part of a valuable cathedral. A pas­

tor by himself is a preacher, but put 

him into the life span of a church and 

he becomes part of an eternally im­

portant institution. A  brick which 

w ill not fit between other bricks in a 

wall must be discarded. It becomes 

only a brickbat to be thrown or to be 

stumbled over. Likewise the pastor 

who cannot build upon the man be­

fore him and build to support the man 

who follows him will become a prob­

lem to the church. Furthermore he 

will be a temptation to those who are 

looking for some tool of vandalism 

with which to destroy the light in the 

windows of the church.

The pastor must so minister that he 

becomes a part of the long span of 

church life. No matter how able he 

is in his preaching ability, his organi­

zational ability or his community 

leadership he is doomed if he cannot 

salvage the work of his predecessors 

and prepare success for his successors. 

A  pastor is not to find his success as 

a solitary brick, but as a part of the 

wall. Some very able ministers come 

to the end of their ministry without 

any major good having been accom­

plished. They have worked hard, 

ihey have been sincere, they have

* Pastor, Dodge City, Kansas

been good, but they did not know 
how to build upon another man’s 
work nor how to lay foundations for 
another man to build upon their work.

Many times you may feel that if 
you could change your predecessor 

and choose your successor you would 

have a rich ministry, but this cannot 

be done. You are the only man you 

have a right to change. You must 

accept the uneven contours in the 

wall made by the man before you and 

compensate for it by your ministry. 

The only problems you will be able 

to solve are those you can solve by 

changing the man in between your 

predecessor and your successor.

Much of the time when we find 

fault with the man who preceded us 

we are simply creating an escape 

mechanism for our own weaknesses. 

We like to have somebody to blame 

when things go slowly. It makes us 

feel better if we can tell the district 

superintendent or the assembly or the 

church members that we could not 

do what we would have done because 

the man before us left things in bad 

shape. No man ever solved a problem 

while he was blaming somebody else 

for it. No matter whose problem it 

used to be it is yours now, and you 

had better take hold of it and ac­

knowledge that it is yours to solve. 

The test of your life is not based on 

what the man before you did, but on 

what the man before your successor 

does.
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O thers Started

A carpenter once told me that the 
most difficult job for him was to take 
over and complete a building which 
another man had started. If he could 
build it from the ground up in his own 
way it was easy, but to build on what 
another man started was very diffi­
cult. This is the vital test of a pastor. 
Many men have lost valuable time 
for the church and the kingdom of 
God by choosing rather to tear down 
the other man’s work and start from 
the bottom than to conserve the other 
man’s work and build upon it. If we 
are to be good pastors we need to 
learn to appreciate the work done by 
others. It is sometimes disillusioning 
for us to discover that the church got 

along pretty well for years before it 

knew that we existed, and that the 

men who have not learned to do things 

the way we do still did a pretty good 

job. Sometimes a pastor is inclined 

to think that his arrival in the nick 

of time was the one last chance for 

the survival of the church, but history 

may prove someday that we are not 

smarter than the men who went be­

fore us.

The man who went before you made 

some mistakes, but remember that the 

man who goes before your successor 

makes some, too. Treat the mistakes 

of the man who went before you the 

way you hope the man who followed 

you will treat your mistakes. Never 

capitalize on another man’s mistakes 

to enhance your own position or to 

show how much abler you are than he 

was. Remember, anything that hurts 

the standing of any minister hurts 

your standing, too. The best way for 

you to get the confidence of the people 

is by helping them to have confidence 

in all pastors. Your work will be 

easier if you can heal the old wounds 

left by other men, and build the peo­

ple’s confidence in them as strongly 
as possible.

Never be disturbed by the love of 
your people for the man who has gone 
before you. Remember, he lived with 

them, was part of their families, bur­
ied their dead, married their young, 
and prayed for their souls for years, 
and it is right that they should love 
him dearly. His departure was like 
losing a dear member of the family. 

You should not feel badly that at the 
first their ties to him are seemingly 
closer than to you. You are new, you 
have not shared their lives and for­
tunes as he did. They have not wept 

and laughed, sorrowed and rejoiced 
with you yet, as they did with him. 
Rejoice that they loved him so much, 
and that he rendered them such a fine 

service. An incoming pastor may feel 
pretty sure that he will not have ser­
ious trouble through the years with 
the people who loved his predecessor 
too much. His trouble will come from 
the people who come quickly to tell 
him how glad they are that the other 
man is gone and that he has arrived. 
The parishioner who gushes over the 
new pastor is less safe than the one 
who weeps over the old one.

The man who went before you will 
have kept some people on the church 
rolls who are not a blessing to the 
church. He might have made mis­
takes in the books. He might have 
failed in the busy days of some funeral 
to mark the name of the dead mem­
ber off the church records. You will 
find that kind of an oversight some­
times. When you do you can go to 

the assembly and tell that the rolls 

were in such shape that there were 

even names of dead people on the roll. 

You could do it that way, but you will 

lose by it. The best thing to do is cor­

rect the roll as quietly as possible. If} 

there are large numbers that should 

be dropped, do it a few at a time over
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some years so that you can build back 
up and not show a big loss at any one 
time. Of course to do it all the first 
year will make it obvious that your 
predecessor was at fault, but in the 
long run it will be better for you to 

protect him than to show him up. His 
intentions were good, he tried hard, 
he prayed and sweat and toiled, and 
likely felt very bad not to have left 
the church in better shape for you 
than he did. It is much better for you 
to take a membership loss than that 
you should take a loss of self respect 
and Christian courtesy. Whatever 
problems he did not solve are your 
problems now. Accept them as right­

fully yours and go to work on them.

S om eone  to B lam e

A small man is likely to look for 
someone to blame for his problems, 
while a big man will look for some 
way to solve his problems. A small 
man will spend more time explaining 

why he didn’t succeed, while the big 
man will spend more time succeeding. 
When a small man stumbles he looks 
to see who tripped him, but when a 
big man stumbles he turns around to 
remove the stumbling stone. A 
preacher’s shirt almost wears thin on 
the shoulder from the constant pres­
ence of the tempter sitting there and 
whispering in his ear that he should 
pity himself, he should blame others, 
he should tell the facts about the prob­
lems he inherited, and he should just 
let the people know what a bad break 

he has had in the pastorate, but the 
wise pastor will pay him no heed. He 
will instead tell the tempter to get 
behind him and mean it. He should 
tell the tempter that he is a Christian 

gentleman, he is an adult, he is a man 

with fire in his blood, and muscle in 

his soul. Tell him that you didn’t 

^expect to find all the work done when 

you arrived and didn’t expect to fol­

low a perfect man. Tell him that you

are more concerned that people see 

Christlikeness in you than that they 
compare you favorably with other 
preachers. Get down and thank God 
for trusting you with such a big job 

and then get up and do it.

Did you notice that someone ad­
dressed you as “Reverend”? That is 
not a title for small men. It is not a 
word to describe men who cry and 
pity themselves. It is an indication 

that the people expect you to be big 
and brave and willing to do the right 
even if it means a cross. Dr. James 
Moffatt gives a most interesting ren­
dering to the text found in Rom. 15:1. 
“We who are strong ought to bear the 
burdens that the weak make for them­

selves and us.”
I have heard people discuss pastors 

who were moving and say that they

★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★  k ★

If we had to walk awhile in the 

other fellow’s shoes, perhaps we 

wouldn’t criticize his gait.

— Anon.

★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★

didn’t think Brother So was big 
enough to follow Brother So And. 
They were thinking of the bigness of 
ability to preach, to promote and to 
plan. It is my opinion that the chief 
thing to look for is the size of the 
man’s soul. A man whose inside di­
mensions are big usually makes a 
good successor, and he is also much 
easier for his successor to follow. 
Every pastor needs to remember that 

he must always be the man in be­
tween. He must adapt to the work 
of the man before him and prepare 
for the work of the man who follows 
him. If he cannot do that he is soon 
to be discarded as a brick that cannot 
be fitted into the wall. He is doomed 
to become a brickbat rather than part 

of a cathedral.
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C R U SA D E FO R  S O U L S

Supplied by Alpin Bowes*

How They Talk

If we must talk about the minister 
let’s imitate a certain Iowa church.

One farmer in that parish broke 

his leg. The pastor and his men came 
in with corn pickers and harvested 
this man’s crop.

Another man was sick and the pas­
tor and his men planted the man’s oats 
and corn.

“The pastor helped me build my 
corn crib,” one farmer reported.

“He did my chores while I was in 
the hospital,” said another.

“He did my chores when I lost my 
finger in the fan of my tractor,” one 
man reported.

This is the way the men of the Pan­
ther Creek church in Iowa talk about 
their pastor.

H O W  W E  D ID  IT

For several years we pastored a 

church in Alberta, Canada, in a town 

of about 850 people surrounded by a 

farming community. Nearly two- 

thirds of the town were Roman Cath­

olic or Mormon, and there were two 

other churches besides the Church of 

the Nazarene. Eighty-five per cent 

of the people belonged to some church. 

Our Sunday-school attendance was 

three times larger than our church 

membership. We had many children

’"Secretary, Crusade for Souls Commission 
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coming whose parents seldom attend­
ed any church. This seemed to mark 
clearly where we should begin a visita­

tion program.

At first the members were reluctant 
to call upon neighbors they had known 
for years. Finally in one midweek 
prayer meeting each was asked to tell 
the story of his conversion and sancti­
fication. These accounts were con­
tinued the next week. In  every case 
it seemed that the person was won to 

Christ and the church through the 
personal contact of a layman. When 
the people began to realize this, the 
program was started.

One lady whose children had been 
attending our Sunday school for a 
number of years soon was won to the 
church. She had missed years of fel­
lowship in the church because the 

members had neglected to call on one 
who seemed an outsider.

Some hesitate to call on those they 
have known for many years. The fact 
is, they will have a greater influence 
on these than on those they do not 
know. Laymen can win their friends 
and neighbors to Christ.—R ev. A lbert

O. L oeber .

Q ues tio n : H ow  do I organize m y  

church for evangelism?

A n s w e r : Evangelism is not a matter ̂ 

of organization alone, although this 
is important. Evangelism must start 

with spirit and conclude with oper­
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ation. The spirit of evangelism is the 
spirit of intercessory prayer that is 

the result of a concern for others and 
a desire to fulfill Christ’s Great Com­
mission. An emphasis upon inter­

cessory prayer, the messages of the 
pastor from Sunday to Sunday, and 
the results of evangelism in operation 
will create an atmosphere in the 

church that will further the cause of 

evangelism.

The organization of the church for 
evangelism must begin with the pas­

tor. He must see the whole task of 
evangelism and then outline the year 
so that every phase receives its proper 
emphasis and no area of evangelism is 
neglected. This will include evan­
gelism through the departments of 

the church, evangelism through re­

vival meetings, evangelism in the pul­

pit ministry, evangelism by lay visita­

tion, the training of the church for 

evangelism, evangelism through litera­

ture, institutional evangelism (hos­

pitals, jails, etc.), and perhaps other 

types that are successful in particular 

churches. If the pastor has not out­

lined his evangelistic program and 

task for the whole year at the begin­

ning of the assembly year, then there 

would be no better time than the 

early part of January to do this task 

of organization.

Evangelism is concluded or realized 

in operation. Only as the pastor is 

successful in getting everyone to help 

in some phase of the evangelistic out­

reach of the church is the church 

genuinely organized for its evangelis­

tic task. If the pastor has taken the 

time to outline his evangelistic pro­

gram for the year, then it is easier to 

develop the different evangelistic abil­

ities of the laity until the whole 

church is on the stretch for God and 

for souls. This is evangelism in ac­

tion.

=1

A Luncheon Made the Difference

By Oscar F. Reed

It was during Youth Week that the 
evangelist and I had lunch with four 

young men. They were typically 
Canadian—full of zest, but conserva­
tive about committing themselves to 
anyone or any service until fully con­
vinced of its expediency.

We didn’t talk much about religion, 
but made them aware of our concern 
and prayer that the week end would 
find them seeking Christ.

On Sunday night after our fine 
young speaker spoke to an overflow 
congregation, three of the four made 

their way from the balconies and gave 
their hearts to Jesus Christ.

Today, of the three, one is in a Bible 
school in Regina, Saskatchewan, pre­
paring for Christian service. A  sec­

ond is in his sophomore year at North­
west Nazarene College. A pastor of 
the city was ill a few Sundays ago, 
and my young man spoke in his stead.

They might have found God with­

out the extra consideration and friend­
ship, but I doubt it! The noon 
conference and luncheon with a heart­
felt prayer made the difference. They 

believed we were in earnest about 
winning men to Jesus Christ.

The Crusade pays big dividends!

Courage and Duty

A one-legged schoolteacher from 
Scotland came to J. Hudson Taylor to 
offer himself for services in China.

“Why do you, with one leg, think 
of going as a missionary?” asked Tay­
lor.

“Because I do not see those with 
two legs going, so I must,” replied 
George Scott.

He was accepted.

—From the Christian Beacon
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I. Personality in the Local Church

By Leo D. Steininger*

Lo c a l c h u rches  have personalities. 

At least, they have personal char­

acteristics. This is evident in the sim­
ple fact that each church is made up 
of persons—all of whom are indi­
viduals—pastor and laymen. Does 

this suggest anything of significance 
to our minds? Is there a psychology 
of the church as a social group? Per­

haps.

Have we not all heard of this or 
that church being a “difficult” or an 
“easy” church? Do not district and 
general leaders, missionaries, and col­
lege field representatives sense that 

individual churches have rather a con­
sistency of response to appeals and 
challenges? Are not some churches 
known for their short pastorates and 
others for their long pastorates? Then 
what makes the difference? Is their 

role cast by an inscrutable deter­

minism, by a sequence of circum­

stances, or is the state of the church 

an accurate reflection of the past and 

present influence of its leadership?

Recognizing the differences in 

churches is not to fail to recognize 

also the similarities. For just as 

human personalities differ in certain 

respects, so they also agree in others. 

But here let us think a bit seriously 

about the uniqueness of particular 

local churches.

There are at least three basic cate­

gories in which the personality of the 

local church is reflected: the social, 

the emotional, and the spiritual. Shall

’''Professor, Canadian Nazarene College 
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we not do well to take stock of our 
local church reaction in these areas 
in order that we might obtain an 

analysis of its true condition and with 
a view to improvement? May we not 
profitably apply some of the tech­
niques of modern psychology to the 
church? Let us see.

Th e  P erson ality  of 

Th e  L ocal C h u r c h  S oc ia lly

All churches covet the reputation 
of being “the friendly church.” But, 

while some make the claim of friendli­
ness, outsiders fail to sense it. Other 
churches can attribute their growth 
in large measure to this admirable 
trait.

Too often we do not distinguish be­

tween the social and the spiritual. 
Friendliness should not replace spir­
ituality. Neither does spirituality pre­

suppose friendliness. Theoretically 
and ideally, the spiritual church is 
thoughtful of others; but too often we 
find churches striving toward spir­
ituality, but becoming ingrown in do­
ing so. Such churches close the chan­

nels of association with the outside 

and often block communion inside the 

church. Thus, the social aspect of the 

church can well be dealt with as one 

particular phase of the personality of 

the local church.

More than ever before an interest 

is being shown in an objective view 

of the social group. And as we view 
the church we see that it plays an im­

portant social role in the community 

as well as in the lives of the indi­
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victuals of its constituency. We gain 

nothing by ignoring the psychological 

and social aspects of the local church. 

We must not assume that because it 

is unique in its purpose and method 

it has nothing in common with other 

social organizations.

Let us remember that the church 

personality develops not by accident 

or by any providential favoritism, but 

by developmental factors not dissimi­

lar to those making for progress in in­

dividuals or other social groups. 

Hence, by being conscious of the social 

aspect of the church’s personality, the 

thoughtful pastor and lay leaders can 

improve their particular church to 

be better able to carry out its God- 

given task. Little gestures of sincere 

courtesy in church relations pay 

amazing dividends in soul winning. 

What excuse do we have to fall into 

neglect at this point? Jesus set the 

pattern of Christian courtesy and 

kindness when it was said of Him, “He 

went about doing good.”

Th e  P erson ality  of

Th e  L ocal C h u r c h  E m otion ally

As individuals differ in emotional 
responses, so churches can be expected 
to differ in their expressions of wor­
ship and spirituality. Should churches 

be evaluated as to spirituality by their 
emotional responses? Further, are 
such differences justifiable? And 
should some characteristic emotional 
patterns be altered?

When a person is constantly in­
hibited in his emotional responses, or 
when he is no longer sensitive to nat­
ural, normal, emotional stimuli we be­
lieve him to be in need of psychiat­
ric treatment. Perhaps some local 
churches need “shock treatments” of 
a spiritual nature. We can no more 
divorce feeling and emotion from our 
experience of religion than we can

from the other experiences of life. 

Likewise we can no more worship God 

without emotion and feeling than we 
can enjoy a beautiful sunset or a 
golden autumn landscape. To be sure, 

the emotion in religion has a different 
object, but it is just as real and just as 
vital—indeed, it is even more signifi­
cant.

Is it not the hope and prayer of all 
holiness churches that their services 

be characterized by a free, ready re­
sponse to the blessings of the Spirit? 

When we speak of emotion in a serv­
ice we refer to mode of response or 

expression. Regardless of the tem­
peramental differences between na­
tionalities and even more between 
races, actually most churches differ 
but little in their capacity to be moved 

emotionally. The manner of express­
ing emotion varies widely, but humans 
are constructed as emotional beings. 
Men are made with a capacity for joy 

and for sorrow, for love and for hate, 
for peace and for unrest. These ca­
pacities must find proper expression. 
This is true collectively as well as in­
dividually, and hence the church will 
reflect true emotion if it is functioning 
normally as the body of Christ. Thus, 
it is most important that ready re­
sponse not be discouraged, but that it 
be developed in the right direction. 
Audible and physical demonstration, 
if it is in keeping with the truth 
of the hour and the spirit of the 
service, can be a wholesome tonic 
emotionally to every one present. 
The “amens” and like expressions 
from certain saints of the church 
are invaluable in their contribu­
tion to the church service. There 
is no legislation as to when, where, or 
how people should react to church 
services, but an audible affirmation 

of the truth and a demonstration of 
joy over Christian experience should 

characterize our services at least at 
times, and in some manner.
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The subject of emotional expres­

sions in church services is only in­

troduced here. Pastors may well af­

ford to give serious thought to the 

means of producing proper emotional 

responses. Each church should be 

the subject of objective study by its 

leaders. While emotional demonstra­

tions may at times go to extremes, to 

curtail response will be damaging to 

spiritual worship. We must be care­

ful while planning an ideal service 

that we do not lose more than we gain.

Th e  P ersonality  of

Th e  L ocal C h u r c h  Sp ir it u a lly

The spirituality of a church is of 
supreme significance. Also churches 

differ as do individual persons in this 
regard. Spirituality is difficult to de­

fine because of a lack of objective 

standards. Yet refusing to try may 

be to deny responsibility toward it. 

Webster’s Dictionary includes in its 

definition of the word spiritual, “pure; 

holy; heavenly minded; not worldly.” 

In the light of this definition and in 

view of general usage, the idea of 

spirituality is objective enough for 

study.

It is the objective of the church 

that as many of its people as possible 

be spiritually minded. There seems 

to be, without question, a relationship 

between the spirituality of the church 

and the spiritual results of its min­

istry. Thus, in the personality of the 

local church spirituality must shine 

forth. Is a congregation with a world­

ly appearance and with earthly as­

pirations likely to produce spiritual 
results in the spiritual quality of its 
converts—if there be any? Can we 

ignore the spiritual factor and hope 
that somehow a revival will come even 

though people do not sense the pres­
ence of God in the regular services? 
Or on the other hand, may we not 
rightfully expect an ingathering of 

souls when the evangelist comes, if 
there is, upon his coming, a spirit of 

obedience among the people, an at­
mosphere of heavenly love, a note of 
victory in the testimony of the saints, 

and already a clear understanding of 
the need of repentance among the un­
saved who have attended the church? 
A two-week revival twice a year can­
not carry the entire responsibility for 
the spirituality of the church. If sin­

ners are to be genuinely converted, 
and Christians are to be soundly sanc­
tified, the professing Christians must 
set the example in deep spirituality 
the year around.

Without question, the church should 

be looked to as a norm of spiritual 

living, if it is to lead others to a 

mature standard of spiritual grace. 

Every community needs a voice and 

an example of godly piety and spir­

itual living. We need to remind our­

selves that when we have lost that 

quality we call spirituality we have 

lost our justification for existence as 

a church. If there is anything we can 

do as individuals or as an individual 

church to cultivate this quality, then 

God help us to do it.

Worship

There are two extremes in present-day worship—excessive cere­
monialism and vulgar sensationalism. True worship consists in a 
spiritual apprehension of the worth of Jesus Christ, and the ascrip­

tion of praise to Him from hearts filled with divine love.
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Gleanings from the Greek New Testament

By Ralph Earle*

G alat ian s  4:21-31

In this long paragraph we have the 

allegory of Sarah and Hagar. The 

latter is used as a symbol of the Jew­

ish race in bondage under the law. 

The former is taken as symbolizing 

the spiritual Israel.

M a id en  or M aidservant

Five times in this passage (vv. 22, 

23, 30, 31) we find the Greek word 

paidiske. In the King James it is 

translated “bondmaid” in verse 22, but 

“bondwoman” in the other four in­

stances. It is the same Greek word 

throughout.

The original and proper meaning 

of paidiske was “young girl, maiden.” 

But it came to be used colloquially 

for a young female slave or a maid­

servant. The distressing habit that 

words have of changing their mean­

ings is the bane of translators. Vin­

cent says that the word in classical 

Greek “means also a free maiden; but 

in N.T. always a slave.” In the Sep- 

tuagint it has both meanings, though 

more frequently the latter. In  the 

New Testament it may be translated 

“bondwoman,” “slave woman,” “bond­

maid,” or a number of other ways.

This illustration should serve to 

show the unreasonableness of insisting 

that a certain word has only one mean­

ing and cannot be translated in other 

ways with equal accuracy and pro­

priety. No one can devote much time

*Professor; Nazarene Theological Seminary

to the arduous and exacting work of 
translating the Scriptures without 

feeling keenly the many distressing 
difficulties of the task.

Th e  F ree W om an

In contrast to the bondwoman Paul 
places the free woman. Hagar was 
the former, Sarah the latter.

The word for “free woman,” is 
eleuthera, the feminine form of the 

adjective used as a substantive. 
Cremer (Lexicon, p. 250) says of this 

adjective that in its absolute sense it 
means “free, unconstrained, unfet­
tered, independent, of one who is not 
dependent upon another.” Of this 

passage he says: “The social relation­
ship serves, in Gal. IV. 22-31, to il­
lustrate the difference between the 
Old and New Test, economy.”

How thankful we ought to be for 

this glorious freedom which we enjoy 

in Christ, “unconstrained” and “un­

fettered” by the minute rules and 

regulations of the Mosaic law! How 

careful it ought to make us to use our 

freedom for God’s glory and man’s 
good!

A llegory or A llegorized?

In verse 24 we find the unique state­

ment: “Which things are an allegory.” 

The word “allegory” is allegoroumena, 

the present participle of allegoreo, 

which is found only here in the New 

Testament, It refers to speaking or 

interpreting allegorically; that is, “not 

according to the primary sense of the 

word, but so that the facts stated
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are applied to illustrate principles” 
(Vine). This does not deny the lit­
eral, historical sense of statements in 
the Old Testament, but gives them an 
added spiritual application.

Since the present participle of the 
verb is used here, rather than the 
noun allegoria, it would seem most 
natural to translate this: “Which 
things are being spoken allegorically.” 

Indeed, Young in his Literal Transla­
tion of the Holy Bible, recently re­
printed, uses “allegorized.” But Bur­
ton (ICC) argues at length that the 
best translation is, “Which things are 
allegorical utterances,” the participle 
being taken as “an adjective participle 

used substantively.”

The allegorical interpretation of the 
Old Testament was greatly over­

worked by Philo, an Alexandrian Jew 
contemporary with Christ. It was 

also carried to unfortunate extremes 
by such Early Church fathers as 
Origen and Augustine. But that does 
not justify us in ruling it out alto­
gether, for Paul clearly uses it here. 

However, it should be used with great 
caution and restraint, since men’s 

imaginations can contrive all sorts of 
foolish speculations.

A nsw ereth  to or C orresponds to?

The verb (v. 25) is sustoicheo. It 
is from sun (with) and stoicheo (be 

in a row or line). Hence it means “be 
in the same row with.” The modern 
equivalent is “corresponds to.”

In military connections the word 
meant “stand or march in the same 

file with.” In a metaphorical sense, 
as used here, it carries the idea of 
being in the same category.

What Paul is saying is that Hagar 

and Ishmael correspond to the old 
covenant and the earthly Jerusalem, 

whereas Sarah and Isaac correspond 
to the new covenant and the heavenly 
Jerusalem.

This is in line with Paul’s emphasis 
throughout this epistle on the bondage 
of the law. Those who are under the 
law are confined in prison, under the 

rule of stewards, in the care of peda­
gogues. But the gospel has brought 

freedom from all this. Grace is the 
free gift of God and makes us free.

R e jo ic e— B reak  F orth— S hout

In verse 27 Paul uses strong words 

to express the joy of the barren woman 

who becomes the mother of children. 

He says, “Rejoice!” The word means 

“make joyful, be delighted with.” 

Here it is in the aorist passive and is 

best rendered, as in most English ver­

sions, by “rejoice.” It is used in Greek 

literature of making merry at a feast.

The next line begins with a word 

which means to break forth into 

speech. Its original meaning was 

“rend, break asunder.” A ll three 

Synoptic Gospels use this verb in 

Jesus’ saying about new wine bursting 

old wineskins—not “bottles.” (Matt. 

9:17; Mark 2:22; Luke 5:37.) This 

suggests the idea that just as ferment­

ing wine will burst old, already 

stretched wineskins, so a new-found 

joy must find means of expression. It 

is interesting to note that Thayer 

gives “break forth into joy” as the 

proper translation in verse 27.

The third verb in this quotation is 

boao, translated “cry” in the King 

James. A  better rendering would be 

“cry out.” The Revised Standard 

Version has “shout.” Thayer gives 

as its meaning “to cry aloud, shout.”

Three different Greek words in the 

New Testament may properly be 

translated “cry out”— kaleo, boao, 

krazo. The first signifies crying out 

for a purpose, involving intelligence 

particularly. The third suggests a 

harsh cry, perhaps inarticulate. But 

boao refers to crying out as a manifes-
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tation of feeling, and so relates pri­

marily to the sensibilities.

There are those who object to all 

emotional manifestations in religion. 

But it is our firm conviction that in 

many Nazarene churches there is alto­

gether too little demonstration in the

Spirit. In fact, some churches have 

never even heard a vocal “Amen” in 

such a long time that it would quite 
startle the folk if someone did get 
“blessed.” We are not pleading for an 

emotional picnic. But an occasional 
shout of joy should not be out of place 
in the Church of the Nazarene.

Sermon Subjects for January
-From  the Editor

Philippians 3:7-15—Here is a wonderful passage from 

which a message or messages can be planned for the new 

year.

Scriptures

1. v. 7, What things were gain . . .

I counted loss . . .

2. v. 8, I count all things loss . . .

3. v. 8, . . . the excellency of the 

knowledge of Christ Jesus.

4. v. 8, . . . suffer the loss of all 
things, and do count them but 
dung (refuse) . . .

5. v. 9, . . . and be found of him, 
not havirig mine own righteous­

ness . . .

6. v. 9, The righteousness which is 
of God by faith . . .

7. v. 10, That I may know him 
. . . power . . . fellowship . . . 

death . . .

8. v. 11, . . .  I  follow after . . .

9. v. 12, That I may apprehend . . .

10. v. 13, This one thing I do . .  .

11. v. 13, Forgetting those things . . . 
behind . . .

12. v. 13, I press toward the mark 
for the prize . . .

13. v. 15, L e t . . . as many as be per­
fect, be thus minded.
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Subjects

1. P rofit  and  L oss on  the  C h r is ­

t ia n ’s L edger

2. U ltimate  V alues  U nveiled

3. Th e  G lory  of Spir it u a l  E xpe r i­

ence

4. F i l l i n g  t h e  J u n k  Y ard  in  M y  
Q u e s t fo r  C h r is t

5. Th e  Q u a lit ies  for W h ic h  

C hrist  S eeks

6. F a it h ’s G rasp of G od’s R ig h t ­

eousness

7. Th e  Threefold  R eward  of Sp ir ­

itu al  M en

8. Th e  P ursu it  of C h r ist ia n  V ir ­

tues

9. Th e  E arnest Q uest for C h r ist ’s 

B est

10. S ingleness of P urpose in  S p ir ­

itu al  Th in g s

11. Th e  P urgative P ow er  of P ur ­

poseful F orgetting

12. C onquests of M o u n ta in  Slopes

13. Th e  A ggressive P urpose of P er­

fect M en
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PREACHER 
WOULD LIKE

A

Volume

You Will

Consult

Constantly

808 pages 

cloth 

$5.95

D I C T I O N A R Y  O F  T H E  B I B L E
Fourth Revised Edition by John D. Davis

Once again, the Bible dictionary evangelical 
Christians have been wanting is back in print.

Complete information is given on every character, location, and thing 
mentioned in the Bible—regardless of how insignificant.

There are thirteen pages on the history of St. Paul, a graphic description 
of the Valley of Hinnom, a full account of the development of the canon as 
well as many versions, a detailed discussion of each book. Illustrations and 
maps throughout.

T H E  E X P O S I T O R ' S  D I C T I O N A R Y  O F  T E X T S
Two unbelievably compact and useful volumes!

A unique dictionary of expositions, textual homilies, and illustrations of 
every verse or paragraph of the Bible that can be used as a sermon text. Each 
is in outline form and under a topical heading with literary references to the 
great sermonic literature of Spurgeon, Maclaren, Westcott, Newman, Wilber- 
force, and others. Concluding each volume is a topical index.

Edited by

W. Robertson Nicoll 
Jane T. Stoddard, and 
James Moffatt 

2,200 pages, cloth 

Two-volume set, $15.00

An Asset to Any Library

Nazarene Publishing House
2923 Troost Avenue, Box 527 

Kansas City 41, Missouri
Washington at Bresee 1592 Bloor S t., W.
Pasadena 7, California Toronto 9, Ontario
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_/4 "Special Service" to

IJour laithful Contributors

CONTRIBUTION RECEIPT FORM
For Income Tax Deduction

A receipt to be distributed annually to regular contributors. 
Space is provided to insert the total amount of money contributed 
through the various channels of the church.

Each member will find this form especially useful when figuring 
income tax deductions. Comes in pads of fifty, duplicate.

No. R-70 65c each pad; two pads for $1.00

Jkere's Still lime to Order for January Distribution

CHURCH OF THE NAZARENE

Colorfully and attractively designed, this forty-eight-page booklet contains infor­
mation about the Church of the Nazarene— its history, doctrines and beliefs, method 
of government, departmental functions, and growth. Most appropriate for the pastor 
to distribute when calling.

Prospective Membership Folder
A heavy paper 3" x 5" folder con­

taining "A  Brief Statement of Beliefs 
and Excerpts from the General Rules" 
of the church. Page 4 provides a place 
for the name and address of one wish­
ing the pastor to confer with him regard­
ing church membership.
No. P-20 12 for 30c; 50 or more, 2c each

Membership Application Folder
In a brief but direct manner, this 6" 

x 3 Vi" cardboard folder covers a "State­
ment of Belief," "General Rules," 
"Things to Avoid," "Things to Do," and 
"Admonition." On the back is a form 
to be completed dealing with vital 
points of church membership.
No. A-30 12 for 35c

50 or more, 2 Vic each

10c each; 12 for 90c; 100 for $6.00 

Constitution and Special Rules
This specially prepared twenty-nine- 

page booklet is made up of that part 
of the "Manual" of the Church of the 
Nazarene which is stipulated to be 
read or distributed once each year to 
the members.
No. C-80 15c each; 12 for $1.50

100 for $10.00

Transfer of Membership
A form consisting of two parts. The 

upper section is to be filled out by the 
pastor of the church from which the 
member is transferred. The lower is an 
acknowledgment to be filled out upon 
receipt by the pastor accepting the mem­
ber, and returned to the former pastor. 
No. T-50 12 for 35c; 50 for $1.25

100 for $2.00

JU -
N A Z A R E N E  P U B L I S H I N G  H O U S E

Washington at Bresee 
Pasadena 7, California

2923 Troost Avenue, Box 527, Kansas City 41, Missouri 1592 Bloor St., W. 
Toronto 9, Ontario
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‘Q U EEN TH E P A R S O N A G E ”  

Three Nagging Problems
By Lora Lee Parrott*

T i k e  t h e  d r i p  of the faucet, the pro- 

■*“' longed howling of a dog, or the 
daylong fretting of a child, it’s the 

nagging irritable situations of life— 
not bad enough to demand drastic 
action, yet there to irritate and annoy, 
relentlessly—that drive the pastor’s 
wife to near distraction.

For instance, let us consider these 

three: (1) criticism, (2) attentive 
women, and (3) curious people.

“O n  the  S pot”

Perhaps no one in the congregation 
is subjected to more stringent criticism 
than the pastor’s wife. She may be 
criticized for what she has done, for 
what she has not done, or for what 

she could have done. She will be 
criticized if she assists her husband 
too much in the parish work or criti­

cized if she does not do enough. But 
not only is she criticized for what she 
does but for what her husband does, 
or her children.

The pastor’s wife moves in a realm 
of semi limelight. She is “on the 
spot” almost constantly. For instance, 
at a banquet it is her duty to be seated 

by her husband, where the light shines 
brightest and where she may be seen 
by all eyes. His shaven face, combed 
hair and conservative suit and neck­
tie put him in a line of conformity in 
which there is little or no room for 
controversy. However, his wife’s

"“Pastor's wife, First Church, Flint, Michigan

choice of dress, her accessories or lack 
of them, who is keeping her children 

while all this is going on, her social 
graces or inabilities are paraded be­
fore all interested eyes. Men gen­
erally are not so concerned about 
these things, but women are. They 
are extremely interested and some­
times critical.

Then, laymen have a standard of 
perfection for the pastor’s wife. She 

needs to be neat, wise, happy, frugal, 
deft, strong, feminine, spiritual, ad 
infinitum. Such a standard of perfec­
tion is even not held for the pastor 

himself.

T hose  A ttentive W o m en

Catharine Marshall in discussing 
her own life in a parsonage has sug­
gested that the problem of attentive 
women will always be with us. It may 
be the old women that take a motherly 
attitude towards the smart young 
preacher in the community or the 
patronizing saint who endeavors to 
give inside advice on the parish situa­
tion or the frustrated housewife who' 
comes altogether too regularly to re­

ceive counsel. And there is even an 
occasional temptress whose designs 
are not altogether forthright. As 
Catharine Marshall and others have 
suggested, there should actually be 
no worry on the part of the pastor’s 
wife concerning these relationships. 
Her job is only to be attractive a»d 
make herself and her home into a 

happy situation for her husband.
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Th e  C u riou s

Pastors’ wives who served a gen­
eration ago have told many interesting 

stories of neighbors whose business it 
w&s to count the number of towels 
and sheets on the Monday morning 

wash line or to clock the time when 
the preacher’s wife made her daily 
trek to the market. In the small com­

munity of the 1900’s the pastor’s wife 
never made any major move about 
the community without its being 
hatched.

Times are different now. However, 

people are still people and have a 
basic curiosity concerning the private 

affairs of the pastor’s family.

This persistent observation by curi­

ous people can lead you to a sense of 

overwhelming disgust if you allow 

yourself to dwell on it. However, 

these things do not really matter. 

Live your own life and let people 

watch as they please. No one of any 

stature takes these spurious reports 

on you and your family seriously. 

But if you want to be a preacher’s 

wife and like it you should early be­

come adjusted to having your private 

life scrutinized. But in every situa­

tion always remember that if God be 

for us who cares about the curious 

people?

My Prayer for You
By Mrs. R. T. Williams, Sr.*

"I will extol thee, my God, O king; and I will bless thy name 
for ever and for ever. . . . Great is the Lord, and greatly to be praised; 
and his greatness is unsearchable."

Grant, dear Lord, that we shall do with all our might what our 
hands find to do, in compassion and loving kindness. Help us to yield 
ourselves to the day-by-day grind, not saying helplessly. Why?

Awaken in us the dedicated impulse that woman's place in the 
home is for any woman her most important place. That the man is 
the head of the household. This is God's order and plan. Help us 
not to lose sight of our most precious asset—our femininity.

Help us to make a conscious effort to interest ourselves in our 
husband's interests both professional and recreational. Help us to 
realize that companionship is a most precious relationship and should 
be guarded as we would a sacred treasure.

Dear Lord, help us not to develop a cold and calculating attitude 
in our dealings with other people. May Thy love so move upon us 
that from our hearts we may have the ability to like people. Grant us 
the good sense not to pity ourselves after a hard day's work, but with 
thanksgiving, give praise to God for His unfailing grace and power.

These things we humbly ask in Jesus' name.

Amen

^Bethany, Oklahoma
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The New Testament Pattern for Music

By Don Hustad*

T t is  encouraging to hear more and

more people these days ask ques­
tions about church music. Should we 
sing more hymns or more choruses? 

Are anthem writers more concerned 
with music than message? Is much 
of today’s congregational singing “vain 
repetition”? Is an orchestra proper 
in the church? Is it good that “re­
ligious ballads” are often heard from 

jukeboxes? Do we mistake pleasure 
for blessing in listening to our favorite 
gospel singer? Does the Bible give us 

any standards for sacred music?

Actually the New Testament ref­
erences to music in worship are few, 
but much can be gleaned from the 
four or five texts which we have. 
“And be not drunk with wine, where­

in is excess; but be filled with the 
Spirit; speaking to yourselves in 

psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, 
singing and making melody in your 

heart to the Lord” (Eph. 5:18, 19).

“Let the word of Christ dwell in 
you richly in all wisdom; teaching 

and admonishing one another in 

psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, 
singing with grace in your hearts to 
the Lord” (Col. 3:16). We can well 
use these two texts to answer many 

questions concerning church music.

I. To W h o m  S hou ld  W e S in g ?

Firstly “to yourselves”—“to one an­

other.” Pliny said of the early Chris­
tians, “They are wont on a fixed day

♦Director, Department of Sacred Music, Moody Bible In ­

stitute. From "Moody Monthly." Used by permission.

to meet before daylight—to avoid per­
secution—and to recite a hymn among 
themselves by turns to Christ, as be 
ing God.” The early meetings of the 
church, held more in secret than open­
ly, were undoubtedly very informal, 
with individual believers contributing 
a psalm, or some word of instruction, 
or exhortation. “Every one of you 
hath a psalm, hath a doctrine, hath a 
tongue, hath a revelation, hath an in­
terpretation” (I Cor. 14:26). In our 

larger gatherings today such an in­
formal “Spirit moved” type of wor­
ship is probably impractical, but it 
does seem that the songs we sing “to 

one another”—congregational songs of 
testimony, of instruction, or of exhor­
tation—are far more important than 
the music which is sung for us by the 
choir or the soloist. What can be more 
thrilling than every heart and every 
voice being raised in one single ex­
pression of faith or of worship? It 
has been said that in the Welsh re­
vival, the power of God’s Spirit was 
evidenced not so much in the preach­

ing as in the congregational singing.

We sing also “to the Lord.” Music,' 

is the language of the emotions. When 

words fail us, we sing. Because of the 

attributes of God, we sing. Because 

of our deep love for our Lord, we sing. 

When we are filled with the Spirit, 

we sing. To what better use can the 

tongue be put than praise of its 

Maker? The hymn writer crave*-,“a 

thousand tongues to sing my great Re­

deemer’s praise.” How many pro­
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fessing Christians are not using the 
one tongue which God gave them?

II. W hat  S hou ld  W e S in g ?

“Psalms, hymns, and spiritual 

songs.” Undoubtedly the first song 

of the Church after Pentecost and 
even those which scripture tells us 
were sung by the Lord with His dis­

ciples were the psalms of the Old Tes­
tament. It is not a hundred years 
£ince some Christian groups were still 
insisting that the only words worthy 
of being offered in praise to God were 
those which were spoken by God him­
self—the psalms. Our hearts still 
thrill, in the choir’s anthem and in the 
solo art songs, to these grand expres­
sions of praise, many of them written 
by the shepherd-king, more than 

twenty-five hundred years ago.

But there were other types of sing­
ing. “Hymns” have always been un­

derstood to be songs directed to God 
and certainly must be differentiated 

from the psalms. Perhaps one of the 
first recorded hymns is the Nunc 
Dumittis sung by Simeon in the Tem­
ple when he had seen the infant Lord, 
“Lord, now lettest thou thy servant 

depart in peace . . . for mine eyes 
have seen thy salvation” (Luke 2:29, 
30).

“Spiritual songs” as mentioned by 
the apostle are not too easy to de­
scribe, but undoubtedly they were a 
freer type of poetry, quite often sung 
in solo form and undoubtedly a more 
personal type of expression. Perhaps 
it is not too fanciful to imagine that 

these songs might be a counterpart 
of today’s “gospel songs” with their 
lighter texture both in words and 

music. We should observe very care­
fully, however, that they were “spir­

itual songs.” There was no place in 

lWw Testament worship for singing 

of unworthy songs, either of text or 

tune, rhythm and harmony.

Many folk are surprised to learn 

that there are some groups in our own 
country who are still concerned about 

the New Testament’s silence concern­
ing the use of instrumental music in 
the church. Actually the New Testa­

ment is not silent at all. Historically 
the psalms were always accompanied, 
and we understand that the word 
“Selah” is probably used to express 

the occurrence of an instrumental in­
terlude, during which the participants 
are urged to meditate on what they 
had just sung. Again the phrase 

“making melody” in Eph. 5:19 ac­
tually means, “playing a melody.” 
And, as if this were not enough re­

assurance, we should remind ourselves 
that the Word says that Paul and 
Silas sang “praises unto God.” The 

Williams New Testament has it 
“hymns of praise”—not necessarily a 
psalm at all.

III. W hat  S hould  B e 

Th e  R esult of O ur  S in g in g ?

“In all wisdom teaching one an­
other.” Most expositors agree that 
these two phrases belong together and 
that the obvious meaning is that our 

songs should be intellectual and dog­
matic in character. Some historians 
suggest that when the early Chris­
tians met, they first expressed their 
new-found beliefs—their Credo—in 

song. By the way, what has hap­
pened to the doctrinal hymn in so 
many of our churches?

Our singing should also be moral in 
its tendency, “Admonishing one an­
other.” A  revolutionist once said, 

“Let me determine the songs a nation 
sings, and another can write their 
laws.” Perhaps this paraphrase is 
possible: The song of a church can 
be as important as its theology, its 
standards of Christian conduct.

Finally, our songs should be joyous 
in their effects. “Singing with grace
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in your hearts.” Someone has said, 

“If there were more singing Chris­
tians, there would be more Chris­
tians.” We can only imagine the joy 
which filled the hearts of the first 

century Christians who were living in 

a sense of the immediate presence of 
their Lord. Many of them had walked 
and talked with Him in the flesh. 
Even in the midst of terrible persecu­
tion, there was undoubtedly a won­
drous exhilaration of spirit when they 
met together to share their experiences 
and their faith. It must have been 
difficult to conceal the sound of joyous 

song from the inquisitors of Rome! 
“But what a long way we have trav­
eled from it to a modern congregation, 

standing with books that are scarcely 
looked at and ‘worshipping’ in a hymn 
which half of them do not open their 
mouths to sing at all and the other 
half do in a voice inaudible three pews 
off.” So said Dr. Alexander Maclaren 
in The Expositor’s Bible more than 
fifty years ago. We wonder how he 
would feel today. At times our sing­
ing is more audible—perhaps because 
our song-leaders are more athletic! 

But is it an indication of “grace in our 
hearts”?

IV. How Th e n  S hould  W e S in g ?

“I will pray with the spirit, and I 
will pray with the understanding also; 
I will sing with the spirit, and I will 

sing with the understanding also” (I 
Cor. 14:15). We are impressed first 
of all that the apostle felt that he 
should approach singing exactly as 
he approaches praying; firstly, he 
would pray and sing “with the spirit,” 
allowing his emotions to soar on 
the wings of melody. But this was 
the emphasis he was making for the 

church. He would pray and sing

“with the understanding also.” This 
singing and praying would be rational; 

it would be the product of his mind. 
It would be intellectually honest, 
would be worthy in poetic form. It 

would spring from the mind as well as 
the emotions. This is exactly the pat­
tern for Christian worship as set forth 
in John 4:24: “God is a Spirit: and 
they that worship him must worship 
him in spirit and in truth.” There is 

no room here even for the “vain repe-, 
tition” of the nonliturgical evangelical 
group which feels that it must have a 
Sunday evening song service which 

lasts at least until all the late-comers 
have arrived. This should be a re­
buke to the worshiper who sings list­
lessly, not knowing, when he has fin­

ished, what he has mouthed.
Finally, our singing should be “in 

the heart.” This is the singing which 
God hears. He is not impressed so 
much with the Bach aria, sung in the 

cathedral by the polished artist, if it 
comes from a heart which is mute and 
cold. He hears with gladness rather 
the voice which is cracked with dis­
ease or age, which is lifted from a lov­
ing heart to its Heavenly Father.

The following excerpt was found in 
a letter from a missionary who died 
from leprosy, contracted serving her 
Lord on the foreign field:

“You ask me how I am. I have no 
hands now, no eyes, no voice. Some­
times it seems that God has forgotten 

me. But it is not so. His promises are 
‘yea’ and ‘Amen’. And if I had my 
voice I should be singing all the day 
long.”

Take my lips, and let them be

Filled with messages for Thee, . . . 
Take my voice, and let me sing 

Always, only, for my King,

Always, only, for my King.
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The Power of the Pulpiteer

By W . B. Walker*

T a s t  m o n th  we considered the pow- 

er of the message, but our pres­

entation will not be complete until we 

consider the messenger. While the 

gospel message must ring true to the 

Bible and be effectively applied to 

the needs of the people, yet there is a 

possibility of the messenger being hin­

dered in the proclamation of the truth. 

After all, the message is in an earthly 

vessel. Hence, may I make a few sug­

gestions that might help us all?

1. Be genuinely sincere in the pul­

pit. The one thing a preacher must 

have is sincerity. The word means 

without wax. Let your sincerity be 

genuinely real. Do not use anything 

to cover up your insincerity. Do not 

put on a lot of show, for publicity pur­

poses. Just be real and true. Do not 

preach on one thing, and then go out 

of the pulpit and do the very thing 

you preached against. In other words, 

if you preach to your people that it is 

scriptural to tithe, then be a consistent 

tither yourself. If you preach that 

,lay people should love each other in 

order to be Bible Christians, then love 

people yourself. Let your sincerity 

be a real thing— at heart, in your 

statements, and in your practice. Peo­

ple will overlook many things, but 

they will not forgive insincerity in the 

preacher. Be sincere in your weeping 

over a lost world. Let your tears be a

*Pastor, First Church, Dayton, Ohio
From a paper read to preachers and wives of the southern 

end of the Western Ohio District.

real thing—not something you turn on 
or off at your will.

2. Use the best English you pos­
sibly can in the pulpit. Use your dic­
tionary frequently. One man said a 
college graduate should use the dic­
tionary forty times a day. Use any 
good book you can buy that will help 

improve your language. Read widely, 

observe wakefully, and absorb last­

ingly. Use simple words to express 

great truth. Refuse to use big words 

all you can. Dr. Williams and Dr. 

Chapman both were great preachers, 

yet they used the simple, pure English 

to express profound truth. Go thou 

and do likewise. Remember, it is a 

scientific fact that your people will 

retain what you say during the first 

five minutes and the last five minutes 

of your discourse longer than what 

you say in between. Thus we should 

pack much into these moments. Peo­

ple will not remember all we say, 

therefore, we should make some things 

stand out.

3. Cultivate good manners in the 

pulpit. We are so prone to form bad 

habits in the pulpit. I confess that I 

battle against it all the time. The 

message may be filled with Bible, il­

lustrations, anointing, facts of life, and 

even earnestness, but if the pulpiteer 

wears a dirty collar, displays his un­

polished shoes, permits his hair to go 

uncombed, and constantly looks at the 

ceiling of the church building, gazes 

out of the windows, down at the floor,
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and never looks his audience in the 
face the message will be hampered in 
effectiveness. Do not consume the 
valuable time of your congregation by 
making too many adjustments of your 
glasses, by holding the lapel of your 
coat, or by digging into the bottom of 
your pockets to see if the bottom is 
still in them. Your wife might be a 
sympathetic critic for you. Take her 
correction—she will do thee no harm.

4. Develop a pleasing delivery in 

the pulpit. Learn in private how to 
effectively read your Bible. Do this 
by reading to yourself. Speak to the 
people in a friendly manner. Draw as 
close to the people and the truth as you 
can in the pulpit. The people before 
you do three things. They hear you, 
see you, and feel you. Make it as easy 
as you can for them to listen to you, 
even though you may be preaching on 
a solemn truth. I suppose the best 
way to develop a pleasing delivery is 
to begin low, proceed slow, rise higher, 
strike fire, and sit down in a storm. 
The anointing of the Holy Ghost will 

greatly help you in delivering the mes­

sage. He is the One indispensable to 

the preacher. Without Him the mes­

sage will not be effective.

Do not pitch your voice too high in 

the beginning of the message. Refuse

to deliver God’s Word in one key. 
There are several keys in the organ 
or piano. Do not become monotone 

but use more than one pitch in your 
voice. Play up and down on the boaVd 
of your voice. Speak slowly, then 
gather speed, reach a climax. Upon 
reaching a high point in your delivery, 
it will be well to lower your voice, and 
slow down in speed. This will rest 

the people, and you too. Use your 
eyes, your hands, your feet, your voice, 
your mind, and your soul in the pulpn.

In closing, let me urge two things 
upon you. First, feed the Church of 
the living God in your preaching. It 
is the well-fed saints that usually re­
main with the stuff. Be sure they do 
not have to run off to get food. Sec­
ondly, preach evangelistic sermons. 
Preach sermons to the lost, to the 
backslidden, and to the unsanctified. 
Preach with a passion, expect results. 
Get desperate about barren altars in 
your church. Preach short sermons 
packed with truth, compassion, and 
appeal. Refuse to preach without re­
sults. Put tears, toil, and yearning in 
your proclamation of holiness. Preach 
on holiness until men feel that they 
must be holy to make it to heaven. So,
I beg to leave these words for your 
prayerful consideration. God bless 
you!

Preachers

A layman visited a great city church in Ohio during a business 

trip. After the service, he congratulated the minister on his service 

and sermon. “But,” said the manufacturer, “if you were my salesman 

I ’d discharge you. You got my attention by your appearance, voice, 

and manner; your prayer, reading, and logical discourse aroused my 

interest; you warmed my heart with a desire for what you preached; 

and then—you stopped without asking me to do something about it! 

In business, the important thing is to get them to sign on the dotted* 

line.”
—Brethren Missionary Herald
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O N E M AN’S M ETH O D

Planning a Year's Preaching

By Hoover Rupert"

“The planning parson is never pushed for something to 
preach about,” says the minister of First Methodist Church, 
Jackson, Mich . Here he tells in  some detail how he plans 
a year’s preaching calendar and the advantages of such a 

system.

Preaching is a combination of in­

spiration and study, of divine leading 

and human effort. Neglect either of 

these factors and the sermon will suf­

fer. So will the congregation. And 

the preacher himself should suffer 

most because of his failure!

Get two or more preachers together 

and it will not be long before the con­

versation will include, “What are you 

preaching about next Sunday?” Or, 

if it is the Monday morning ministerial 

post-mortem in the downtown homi- 

letical quarterbacks’ club, the ques­

tion will be, “What did you offer them 

yesterday?”

The problem of sermon preparation 

is always with us. Few of us could 

very well “weasel out” of the accu­

sation of possessing a “homiletical 

m ind” which sees sermons in stones 

and stories in sports and shops. Our 

homiletical radar is always attuned to 

possible messages. Most of us have 

our sermonic Geiger counters working

* Pastor, First Methodist Church, Jackson, Michigan. 
From "The Pastor." Used by permission.

full time searching for some rich find 

of homiletical ore.
My belief is that the best combina­

tion of planning and spontaneity in 
preaching comes from a long range 
preaching program, planned well in 

advance. Through the brief years of 
my preaching ministry I have followed 
the practice of planning my preaching 

program a year in advance. To those 
who do not follow this plan, three 
questions may immediately occur: 
why do it; how do it; what are the 

results?

O rganic  W holeness

A planned program of preaching 
gives one’s message organic wholeness 
and avoids the fragmentary, unbal­
anced approach of a spasmodic Sunday 
to Sunday effort. The minister should 
consider his preaching impact on a 
long-range basis rather than focusing 
attention exclusively on Sunday as a 

self-contained island in the preaching 
calendar. Such long-term planning 

can avoid a one string emphasis and 
provide a symphonic result. In  this 
planning the minister takes into con­

sideration the needs of his own con-
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gregation, and seeks to minister to 

those needs on a long range basis.

One test of this can be to put your­

self in the place of the faithful at­

tendant who is in the congregation 

Sunday after Sunday the year around. 

Does he have the feeling the man in 

the pulpit is going somewhere? Is 

the underlying purpose of his preach­

ing felt in the perspective of the year’s 

sermonic effort? Can he feel direction 

and unity in the pulpit program? 

These are questions which deserve an 

honest answer from the preaching 
minister.

S ubconscious P reparation

Moreover, such planning provides 

for the preacher a subconscious proc­

ess of preparation. To the preacher 

who makes each Sunday an isolated 

homiletical adventure, however effec­

tive a particular sermon may be, there 

comes the sinking feeling on Sunday 

night that it is a scant six days until 

next he must stand in the pulpit. The 

planning parson never is pushed for 

something to preach about. The pres­

sure of next Sunday is always on him, 

but not in the sense of a desperate 
search for a theme.

Subconscious preparation can be 

seen in the fact that one’s reading 

feeds the mind and spirit and is not 

merely homiletical grist for the mill 

of a particular sermon. Indeed that 

mill has more than it can care for if 

through the year the preacher has 

been soaking up ideas, spiritual re­

sources, and types of treatment for 

the sermons or series that are on the 
preaching calendar.

The gathering of material for a given 

sermon is facilitated by the long-range 

program. Hardly a book or an article 
will fail to yield ideas, illustrations, 

and general help somewhere along the

pulpit schedule. One’s reading sched­
ule can be geared to the preaching 
program, and thus does double duty.

P rea c h in g  P erspective

A planned program puts preaching 

in the perspective of the total pastoral 
task. It labors the point to mention 
in this periodical that a preacher does 
more than sermonize. Yet I think 
many of us are guilty of isolating the 
various phases of our pastoral task 
and thus failing to see the total job iir 
perspective.

Preaching relates to pastoral work 
and to administration. One who is not 
close to his people will have difficulty 
in preaching to their needs. One who 
fails to see the relation of the pulpit 
to the church school, the administra­
tive tasks, and the organizational pro­
gram of his church, will find his 
preaching not as fruitful as it can be. 
But the total ministerial task seen in 

perspective stresses the importance of 
preaching as a vital part of the preach­

er’s work. And the tremendous edu­
cational potential of preaching is real­
ized only when there is a long-term 
preaching program which combines 
spontaneity and planning, inspiration 

and study.

M y  P lan

Here is no definitive answer to this 
somewhat presumptuous question. 
What follows is simply one man’s 
method.* It is outlined in ten steps, 

described as follows:

1. Each spring I circulate a “ser­
mon questionnaire” to my entire con­
gregation. In it are suggested areas

•Books I have found helpful in th is  area include: Andrew 
W . Blackwood, "P lann ing  a Y e a r 's  P u lp it W o rk" (Abingdon 
Press, $ 2 .5 0 ) ; W . L . Stidger, "P lan n ing  Your PreacnT'ig" 
(Harper & Bro s., out of p r in t ) ; Weldon Crossland, " A  Planned 
Program for the Church Year (Abingdon Press, $ 2 .0 0 ) ; and 
Donald Macleod (e d .) , "H ere Is My M ethod" (F lem ing H. 
Reve 11 Co ., $ 2 .5 0 ) .
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which the preaching program might 

include in the coming year. It would 
take at least three years of preaching 
to cover the areas listed. The con- 
P'egation is asked to check the areas 
of their interest. Ample space is pro­

vided for their original suggestions, 
and there are many who make full use 
of the space for their ideas, helpful and 

otherwise.

2. Having compiled the congrega­

tion’s suggestions, I spend the summer 

months preparing the general outline 

of the preaching program for the year 

beginning September 1.

3. Important to this summer proc­
ess is my “sermon seeds” folder, which 
all year has been receiving notes, clip­
pings, subjects, those paragraphs that 
come out of flashes of momentary in­
spiration known to every preacher. 
Some of these have been in the folder 
for three and four years. Some will 
still be there three years from now!

4. To begin the actual recording of 

themes, I list the Sundays by date. 
First I fill in the dates in the church 
year. I do not follow closely the 
Christian calendar, although there is 
much to be said for doing that. The 
Sundays of Advent and of Lent are 
noted, however, as well as Universal 
Bible Sunday, Reformation Sunday, 

and Mother’s Day.

Other Sundays on our local calendar 
(many of which are universal) in­
clude Church School Dedication Sun­
day in September, Student Recogni­
tion Sunday in December, Anniver­
sary Sunday in January, Confirmation 
Sunday for Youth Membership Class 
in April (after Easter), and Com­
mencement Sunday in June when I 
preach a commencement sermon for 

our local church’s graduates.

List the proposed series of ser­

mons and fit them into the schedule. 

Some of these will include special Sun­

days, as for instance, the sermon for 

Bible Sunday is a part of the annual 

Advent series of sermons.

6. List the theme or subject for 
every Sunday of the year and record 

it on the preaching calendar. This 
process takes several weeks if done 
in the regular schedule of study, sev­
eral days if done on vacation.

7. Prepare a folder for each ser­
mon series or for each month’s preach­
ing program. Into these folders will 
go the ideas, quotations, illustrations, 
and suggested developments that may 
occur or appear during the coming 
months’ reading and study prior to the 
Sunday involved.

8. Current books already in my 
library, or those to be purchased, are 
scheduled into my reading program to 
coincide with specific preparation for 
a given sermon or series.

9. The pulpit schedule for the per­
iod September 1 through July is print­
ed in a folder which is mailed to every 
member of the congregation.

10. The specific preparation of a 
given sermon begins following the 
manuscript writing of the previous 
sermon. Normally this would be 
Thursday of the prior week. How­
ever, Thursday through Saturday 
morning’s study hours are shared with 
the imminent Sunday’s sermon in its 
final polishing, and with other writing 

chores.

Monday morning the actual sermon 
preparation begins. I try to have my 

outline completed by Tuesday noon, 
and write my manuscript in full by 
Wednesday noon. Sometimes this is 
Thursday; rarely, in emergency, Fri­
day, but never Saturday. The manu­
script is read aloud in the study once 
a day until Sunday, the outline is com­
mitted to memory, and only quota­
tions are taken as notes into the pul­
pit. The congregation is provided
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with a sentence outline summary of 
the sermon (about 300 words) in the 
printed bulletin.

R esults

One needs to see the dangers of 
such a process. Legalistic rigidity is a 
danger if one feels he must stick to 
the announced schedule. I do not feel 
this obligation and on accasion have 
changed my plans—but always some 

weeks ahead of the Sundays involved.
Occasionally one will miss a timely 

emphasis through sudden develop­
ments either in church or nation. 
Also, one faces denominational prob­
lems as when an area wide emphasis 
is announced that does not coincide 
with your plans! Then there is the 
subtle danger that one is prone to as­

sume the big job is done when the 
themes are down on paper. It has 
only begun!

Such a planned program keeps alive 
the congregational interest in the 
preaching program. When a given 

series is announced, those who in­
dicated interest in it through the ques­
tionnaire feel they have a personal 
stake in it. Many members tell me 
they keep the schedule and often make 
special efforts to get to the service for

a particular sermon. More important 
than this, the congregation knows that 
a planned program of preaching is not 
haphazard, but rather that the preachf- 
er has made long-time preparation for 
a sermon.

The planning preacher has a sense 
of direction in his preaching program. 
This is of value both to preacher and 
congregation, for they catch the per­

spective of the pulpit program and 
are not inclined to judge by any giver* 
sermon, good or bad, complete or in­
complete.

This sense of direction helps the 
minister in unhurried, unpressured 
preparation for preaching. Good ser­
mons are wrought by long-term plan­
ning, hours of devotion and prayer and 

hours of study and preparation—more 
than a congregation can dream of!

Finally, my brethren, if we are to 
preach at our best, it w ill be the re­
sult of a combination of inspiration 
and maturation. Good preaching is 
always inspired of God. But preach­
ing to be great preaching must in­
clude the process of maturation. This
I believe can come only as we engage 
in long-term planning in our program 
of preaching.

A Year's Preaching Program

It has been some time since we of­
fered P reacher ’s M agazine  readers a 
preaching program for the year. 

There has been considerable call for 
such a program so we have asked Rev. 
Fred Reedy, pastor of West Side 
Church, Decatur, Illinois, to prepare 

this for us. Brother Reedy fills one of 
the important pulpits of our church 
and does a good job of supplying his 
people with a balanced sermonic diet. 
He is highly successful in keeping his

table well spread and in seasoning th^ 

food to be attractive. He knows the 

needs of his people and preaches to 

meet those needs. These sermon sug­

gestions will be presented each month. 

We hope they will be helpful.

By the way, may I encourage you 

to give some real thought to planning 

your preaching well ahead of time, ^ e  

sure to read the article in “One Man’s 

Method” which treats with this need.
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SE R M O N W O R K S H O P

Bits of This and That

Contributed by Nelson G. Mink

Thoughts for the New Year

A London financier lost a fortune 
through missing a train by a fraction 

of a minute.

A Nebraska man lost a bride from 
the same cause. The young woman 
declared that she would rather remain 
single than be worried all her life by 
a man so slow as to be late at his own 
wedding.—Anon.

“I have found both condors and 
snails on the top of the Andes Moun­
tains. The condors got there by fly­
ing, and the snails got there by crawl­
ing, but they both got there.”—R. S. 
Winans, missionary to South America.

Unloading the Sermon. The farmer 
objected to his pastor getting $50.00 
per week for preaching two sermons. 
He argued, “Why, that’s $25.00 per 
hour.”

The next week the minister was at 
the mill when the farmer unloaded a 
Toad of wheat and saw him receive a 
check for $250.00. The pastor then 
remarked, “You objected to my get­
ting $25.00 an hour, and here you’re 
getting ten times that much.” The 
farmer explained, “Oh, no, I just came 
to the mill to unload.” To this the 
pastor replied, “And so do I, just go 
to^he pulpit to unload.” “I see the 
point,” said the farmer, “and I ’m going

Tasto r, Lansdale, Pennsylvania 

January, 1955

to pay more toward your salary, but 
hereafter, pastor, don’t take so long to 

unload.”— Selected.

The Sidewalk Prcacher

(For the Outside Bidletin Board)

“The first steps towards happiness 
are the church steps.”

“Jesus didn’t tell the disciples to 
‘Go’ until He told them He had power 

to see them through.”

“Remember your tongue is in a 
wet place and liable to slip.”'—Select­
ed.

“Your love has a broken pinion if 

it cannot cross the seas.”

“A  man needs prayer when the of­
fering spoils the sermon.”

“All I ask is a chance to die in the 
will of God.” (Paul Schmelzenbach, 
before the General Board, when he 
asked to be returned to Africa.)

“Seeing God has His eye on the 
sparrow, He will in due time recog­

nize your ability.”

“If you must look at the dirt six 
days of the week, take one to look at 
the clouds. Come to church!”

“Fortune knocks but once at a man’s 
door, but misfortune has more pa­
tience.”'—Anon.

Don’t seek a solution, be a solution. 
—Anon.
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P R E A C H IN G  P R O G R A M for January

January 2

Morning Subject: “APPREHENDED OF CHRIST JESUS”

S cripture : Phil. 3:1-14; Text : Phil. 3:12.

Introduction :

A. This scripture is to the New Year what Luke 2 is to Christmas. 
St. Paul is practical since he speaks frequently out of his own 
personal experience. Here (1) he considers the status quo, 
(2) takes a glance at the past, (3) casts a steady eye toward 
the future.

B. In the text, the word “apprehend” means to take or lay hold 
of; seize; arrest; take a mental hold of; anticipate or expect.”

I. W e “P ress Tow ard  the  M a r k ”

A. To press implies opposition.

B. “Toward the mark.” A goal in view.
1. A goal set by the Lord.
2. To strive not a task, but a high calling (v. 14).

II. “ A s It Is in  C h r is t  Je su s” (v. 14)
A. Called as Christ was called (Matt. 20:28).
B. Denying self as Christ denied himself.

C. Delighting in the Father’s will as Jesus did.

F red R eedy

Evening Subject: “ALTERNATIVE TO PROGRESS”

S cripture : II Peter 1:1-13; Text : II Peter 1:8-10.

I ntroduction :

A. Addressed to the child of God.
B. Responsibility for Christian growth upon the individual (v. 5). 

The promises (v. 4) are for initial salvation, grace for growth, 
and victorious living.

C. Promises are uncashed checks. Reading is not receiving.
I. Th e  U niversal  O rder of L ife  I s G ro w t h  or D eath

A. Growth within and growth of the organism.
B. Arrested growth is the telltale sign of disease.
C. Growth is essential to life.

II. F orces of G ro w t h  and of D eath  N ot P erceptible at F irst

A. There are degrees in backsliding. John Wesley spoke often 
of those who were “getting religion” and of those who were 
“loosing religion.”

B. Healthy growth a guarantee of good health (Rom. 12:21).

I I I .  To B e N orm al , G r o w t h  M ust B e Sym m et r ica l

A. We are told to add to our faith (vv. 5-8).
B. Lopsided Christians too numerous (Gal. 5:22, 23).
C. Be a well-rounded Christian.

C o n c lu s io n : Appeal to backslider or give charge to church.

F r e d  R e e d y
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January 9

Morning Subject: “THE PRESENCE OF GOD”

S cripture : Exod. 33:1-16; Text : Exod. 33:14-16.

I n troduction :

A. Significance of the text found in the scripture lesson.
B. Moses caught in problems of disobedient people.
C. Observe that Moses’ prayer:

I. W as the  V oice of E xperience

A. He had previously known the meaning of divine presence.
B. Had also seen futility of human effort without God.

II. W as the  V oice of C onfidence

A. All needs are supplied when God is manifest.
B. Glory in the midst will float debris of church.

I I I .  W as the  V o ice  of D esperation  (v. 15).
A. Not a pessimistic desperation, but the realization that a super­

natural work cannot be done in human strength.
B. Is prerequisite to divine forgiveness and visitation.

IV . W as the  V oice of P ersonal I dentificat ion

A. Moses was praying for himself. “If thy presence go not with 
me.”

B. The presence of God with Moses caused the people to wor­
ship (v. 10).

F red R eedy

Evening Subject: “SALVATION FULL AND FREE”

S cripture : Isa. 55:1-7; Text : Isa. 55:6-7.

I ntroduction :

A. The plan of salvation is clearly set forth in this passage.
B. Observe:

I. G od Ta k es  the  F irst  Step.

A. Awakens conscience to the sinfulness of sin.
B. Sinner must see he has sinned against God.
C. “The Lost Sheep”—The Seeking Saviour.

II. M a n 's P art I s to R espond

A. Must confess his desire to be saved.
B. Why seek? Because man is lost.

III. There  Is a Time to  Be Saved

A. “While he [God] may be found.” “While he is near.” Man 
must seek while God seeks.

B. What an affront to God to ignore His call.

IV. M ust F orsake  S in

A. It is a contradiction to speak of being saved in order to forsake 
sin. It is as reasonable to expect to become a citizen of one 
nation while refusing to leave the old.

B. If we are to be translated into “the kingdom of His dear Son,” 
we must forsake the kingdom of sin.

F red  R e e d y
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January 16

Morning Subject: “AS UNTO GOD”

S cripture : Eph. 1:1-9; Text : Eph. 1:6.

I ntroduction :

A. Illustration of young violinist who sought only acclaim of his 
teacher.

B. The text suggests:

I. G od Tak es  A ccount ob' the  W h o le  of L ife

A. No single event in one’s life tells the whole story.
B. Must see a man under different circumstances.

II. In  E very P h a se  of L ife  W f. M a y  B ring  G lory  to G od.

A. Any work is great which is done for Him.
B. There is a level of service where the praise of men adds noth­

ing to our joy.

III. Here Is t h e  Basis: W i l l  I t  P le ase  M y Lord?

A. For every conviction and scruple.
B. Here the standard of unerring judgment is not, how efficient 

but how devoted.

C. On this level of service the joy of pleasing God becomes an 
all-sufficient reward.

F red R eedy

Evening Subject: “THE WAGES OF SIN ’’

S cripture : R o m . 6 :16-23; Text : R o m . 6: 6.

Introduction :

A. In vv. 6, 16, and 21 death is shown as the result of sin.
B. In vv. 16 and 21 the simple fact is stated. In v. 6 emphasis is 

on the progressive processes of sin by which death is the cer­
tain wage.

C. Observe:

I. “W ages” the M ethod of E nticem ent  E m ployed  by S atan

A. Offers profit, but gives death.
B. “Wages” are not all collected at the end of life.
C. The sinner is now collecting the wages of sin.

II. The D e a th  o f  S in  Is U s u a l ly  G r a d u a l b u t  F in a l ly  Decisive

A. The consummation of death process may be calamitous.
B. May be a fixed heart of rebellion against God.

III. By C o n tra s t , t h e  O f fe r  o f God Is N o t Wages. It is offered as a

gift.
A. An attitude of unworthiness in seeking God is absolutely 

essential.
B. Faith for salvation does not rest upon great need, deep humil­

ity, genuine repentance; though these may be a part.
C. But faith for salvation must rest upon promises, provision, 

and power of God.
F r e d  R e e d y
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January 23

Morning Subject: “HOLINESS ESSENTIAL”

S cripture : Heb. 12:1-15; Text : Heb. 12:14-15.

I ntroduction :

A. The ultimate goal of all religion is to see God. Whatever 
qualifies must be considered essential.

B. Many people refer to “many brands of holiness.” Only brand 
worth-while, that which prepares us to see God.

“The Sanctification” which prepares us for seeing God is:

I. A  San ct if ic a t io n  T hat  A c co m plish es  a P ure H eart (M att. 5 :8 ).

A. This cannot be the suppression or counteraction of sin in the 

heart; but the removal of sin.
B. A  pure heart is single. Oneness, in the prayer of Jesus (John 

17) is primarily this: no mixture.

II. S an ct if ic a t io n  W h ic h  E nthrones  J esus C h r ist  in  the  Soul

A. Any theory of Holy Spirit fullness which leaves a rival in 

the soul is inadequate.

III. A San ct if ic a t io n  W h ic h  E nables the  B eliever to W a l k  in  Un­

brok en  F e l l o w s h ip  w it h  G od and  w it h  H is  F ellow  M a n . 

(v. 15)
Other well-known passages.

F red R eedy

Evening Subject: “CAMPING ON THE ROAD TO SODOM”

S cripture : Gen. 13:1-15; Text : Gen. 13:12.

I ntroduction :

A. In this passage there is an interesting character study. 

Abraham and Lot.
B. Fertile valleys necessary to building fortunes. Stony hill­

sides will do for building altars.

I. R eal  C haracter I s R evealed in  the  C h o ic es  of L ife

A. Lot’s choice was (1) selfish, (2) hasty, (3) risky.

B. Choice separated them from righteous influences.
C. It involved them in worldly associations.

II. C h o ic es  of L if e  W il l  R eveal Treasures of the  H eart

A. On the smooth road it is easy for the insincere man to count 
himself among the beloved of God.

B. At the crossroads where he must choose fortune or altars, his 
first love will dictate his choice.

III. Th e  C h o ic es  of L if e  D eterm in e  O n e ’s D estiny

A. Godly wisdom believed the promise of God.

B. Worldly wisdom believed prospect of fertile valley.

C o n c lu s io n : The loyal Israelite always pitched his tent toward Jeru­
salem, the Christian toward heaven, Lot toward Sodom. What 
about you?

F red  R e e d y
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January 30

Morning Subject: “A REDEEMING RIGHTEOUSNESS”

S cripture : Matt. 5:17-24; Text : Matt. 5: 20.

I ntroduction :

A. Jesus was dogmatic. He “taught with authority.” The dog­
matism of Jesus is seen in the word “except.”

B. Observe:

I. J esus C redited Th e ir  R ighteousness  w it h  G ood Q u a lit ies

A. A  systematic righteousness.
1. They paid their tithe systematically
2. They attended public worship regularly
3. They observed days and seasons according to the law. 

Such observances were approved by Jesus both in word 
and practice.

B. This is admirable and essential. Ethical carelessness is a 
blight.

II. W h at  W as L a c k in g  in  Th e ir  R ig h t eo u sn ess?

A. A  spiritual source.
B. A qualifying motive.

C. Genuine devotion.

III . W h at  I s E ssential in  R edeem ing  R ig h t eo u sn ess?

A. Ethics grounded in sincerity.
B. Service grounded in love.
C. Salvation found in Christ.

F red R eedy

Evening Subject: “WHAT IS YOUR LIFE?”

(Preparation for Youth Week)

Scripture : Jas. 4:13-17; Text : Jas. 4:14c

Introduction : The great question of every man who thinks ser­

iously. The point of departure for either happiness or misery. 
For a satisfactory answer to this challenging question we do 
well to consult the Word of God.

I. L ife  I s a  G ift  of G od

A. “In him we live, and move, and have our being” (Acts 17: 28).
B. “Ye are not your own” (I Cor. 6:19-20).

I I .  L i f e  I s  a  T r u s t

A. Clearly set forth in Matt. 25:14-29.

III. L ife  Is a  Jo u rn e y  N o t  M easured by M ile s  b u t  by Years

IV. L ife  Is a n  I nvestment

A. Matt 10:39; John 12:25.
B. Not small investment for small gain; but total investment and 

total gain, or total loss.
F red R eedy

Influence

A fallen lighthouse is more dangerous than a reef.
—Anon
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CHRIST FOR YOUTH

Texts : What shall I  do that 1 may inherit eternal life? (Mark 10:17.) 

Whatsoever he saith unto you, do it (John 2: 5).

In troduction :

A. The question of the first text is answered in the second text.
B. Proper recognition of Christ and obedience to His will is the only 

adequate solution to the problems of today’s youth.
C. The texts reveal two things: “Youth’s Quest” and “Youth’s 

Choice.”

I. Y o u t h ’s Q uest

A. Youth is seeking a way. There are many ways offered.
1. The way of atheism, agnosticism.
2. The way of paganism.

a. Worship of self.
b. Worship of wealth.
c. Worship of pleasure.

3. The Way of mere religion.
a. Modernism.
b. Formalism.

c. Fanaticism.
d. Sinning religion.

“There is a way that seemeth right unto a man, but the end 
thereof are the ways of death.” Youth seeks a way—Jesus: “I 
am the way . . .”

B. Youth is seeking the truth.

1. About God.
2. About man, his beginning, life, works, future, etc.
3. About the world and eternity.
Jesus: “I am the truth . .

C. Youth is seeking life.

1. Activity.
2. Emotion.
3. Enduring life.

Jesus: “I am the life ., .”

II. Y o u t h ’s C h o ic e . Young people must make the proper choices in 
life if they are to find happiness.

A. Must choose right in the matter of service.
1. In education.
2. In occupation.

3. Both to the end of service to mankind.

B. Must make the proper social choices.
1. School and playmates.
2. Friends.

3. Life-mate.
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C. Must make the proper spiritual choice.

1. A ll come sometime to the crossroads of life, must choose God 
or Satan. Joshua: “Choose ye this day whom ye will 
serve . . .”

2. Must be a personal choice. “Choose ye . . .”
3. Must be an immediate choice. “Choose ye this day . .

C o n c lu s io n : Young person, your heart seeks Jesus. That’s your quest. 
What will be your choice? Christ or Satan’s poor substitute, the 
world?

— J. E. C om pton , Pastor 

Florence, Alabama

PAUL’S INVENTORY OF LIFE

Text : Brethren, I count not myself to have apprehended: but this 
one thing I do, forgetting those things which are behind, and 
reaching forth unto those things which are before, I press toward 
the mark for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus 
(Phil. 3:13, 14).

I ntroduction : Successful businessmen take invoice each year. They 
do not guess—they know their assets and liabilities. Every suc­

cessful life is an organized life.

I. Th e  E ssential  P urpose

A. “This one thing I do.” Pinpointing the fact that life must 
have a purpose.

B. What Paul forgot.
1. His past liabilities, II Cor. 4: 8-12.
2. His earthly assets, Phil. 3:4-7.

II. Th e  C om pelling  O bject ive . (Turning from and turning to.)

A. “The mark of the prize of the high calling,” etc.
B. “That I may know him, and the power of his resurrection, and 

the fellowship of his sufferings, being made comformable unto 
his death,” etc.

III. Th e  C h r ist ia n  P rospective for  1955.

A. To forget the troubles, heartaches, frustrations, disappoint­

ments, business losses, accidents and misfortunes of the past.
B. To being a new life for the new year with no bitterness or 

resentments in the heart.
C. To re-evaluate the true privileges and riches of Christ as 

compared with the temporary and transient benefits and 

treasures of earth.
D. To place no value on anything we may have except in rela­

tion to the kingdom of God.

J. J. Steele ,

Pastor, First Church, Coffeyville, Kansas
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THE OLD YEAR AND THE NEW

Text : That which hath been is now; and that which is to be hath 

already been; and God requireth that which is past (Eccle. 3:15).

I n troduction :

A. Hearts and minds are full of reflections and anticipations. 
The element of time implies probation.

B. There are some things that we would like to stabilize: health, 
life, and happiness. However, there are a few things which 
are stable.

C. The seasons will come and go as they have since creation. 
The question is, Shall^ii’e respect them, if we are permitted 
to live another yeaii

I. G od’s P rovidences S h ou ld  B e E xpected.

“A ll things work together for good to them that love God.” God’s 
providences are both kind and unkind. You are no exception. 
He may seem slow, but you may expect Him to be on time. It 
may be with some heartbreaking sorrow, or it may be with some 
long looked for joy. God knows how to fit things in where they 

will do the most good.

II. G od ’s P rom ises  A re S ure and C erta in .

“God is not slack concerning his promise, as some men count 
slackness.”
A. His promise will not fail when the sinner repents.
B. Nor when the believer consecrates his all.

I I I .  G od’s M ercy E ndureth  F orever.

A. The mercy of the Lord is “from everlasting to everlasting.”
1. David sang enduring mercy.
2. Isaiah said God would have mercy and abundantly pardon.
3. Daniel was happy when the Lord came to his rescue.
4. The three Hebrew children rejoiced when the “form of

the fourth” appeared.
5. Bartimaeus cried, “Jesus, thou Son of David, have mercy

on me.”

C o n c lu s io n : What have we learned in the past that will help us in
the future?

G. M . A k in ,

Pastor, Minden, Louisiana

Character

A Christian lady was complaining to a friend about the hardness 
of life and the circumstances that buffeted her and in anger said: 
“Oh, I would to God that I had never been made!”

“My dear child,” replied the friend, “you are not yet made; you 
are only being made, and you are quarreling with God’s processes.”
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^BRIEFS

W ORSHIP RESOURCES FOR THE CHRISTIAN YEAR

By Charles L. Wallis (Harper, $4.95)

An impressive volume of varied material, much of it tending 
toward a formal type of worship but still adaptable to a more informal 
service such as is usually found in our churches. There are 31 com­
plete services featuring special d™s*such as Christmas, Easter, Mis­

sions, Mother’s Day, Thanksgiving, New Year’s, etc.; I l l  calls to wor­
ship, 106 invocations, 126 prayers, 270 poems, and 359 topics from 400 

contributors.

^D E V E L O P IN G  A G IVING CHURCH

By W. E. Grindstaff (Revell, $2.50)

When the atmosphere and attitudes are right, giving and financial 
campaigns are not a burden but a pleasure to the minister, the church, 
and the consecrated layman. Our church is more fortunate (is that 
the word?) than many denominations in its acceptance of the prin­
ciple of stewardship and the 10 per cent tithing minimum. But even 
for our leaders this book is a MUST. There are three divisions: three 
chapters on “How to Win More Tithers,” eight on “How to Make and 
Subscribe a Better Budget,” and six on “How to Get More Money 
for all Causes.” You’ll particularly appreciate chapters eight and 
nine: “Remembering Missions” and “A Christ-Centered Canvass.” 
The author of course has pastored but is now Assistant Executive 
Secretary of the Baptist General Convention of Oklahoma.

THE LAND AND THE BOOK

By William M. Thomson (Baker, $4.95)

A most welcome reprint edition of this extremely important book 
which has been unavailable altogether too long. It presents a vivid 
picture of Bible manners and customs. Dr. Wilbur Smith calls it 
the most important book in the English language on this subject. 
It is carefully documented and enlivened with numerous illustra­
tions. For ministers, Bible student, and Sunday-school teachers this 

volume rates A 1.

GOD’S PATTERN FOR THE HOME

By Clarence W. Kerr (Cowman, $2.00)

This excellent book sets forth scriptural standards for marriage, 
husbands, wives, parents, children, in-laws and lovers. Here is sound 
advice, based on the Word of God. The author is pastor of First 

Presbyterian Church of Glendale, California.
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SIMPLE SERMONS FOR SAINTS AND SINNERS

By W. Herschel Ford (Zondervan, $2.00)

Twelve sermons of gospel appeal and of Christian comfort for sin­
ners and saints. The author is pastor of the First Baptist Church in 
El Paso, Texas, and has three other books of sermons to his credit.

THE UNFOLDING OF THE AGES

By Paul R. Alderman (Zondervan, $2.00)

This book deals with prophecy—fulfilled, to be fulfilled, and being 
fulfilled. In other words, the author, who by the way is a layman, 
sets forth the past, the present, and the future of the fulfilling of Bible 
prophecy. The Foreword by E. Schtiyler English guarantees the scrip­
tural authority of the writer’s statements.

THE VICTORIOUS LIFE

By William S. Deal (Eerdmans, $2.00)

This volume is actually three books in one. There are six chapters 
on prayer, eleven on the Bible, and five on victorious Christian 
living. The author, a trained journalist, has served as pastor, evange­
list, and church administrator. He has been active in inter-denomi­
national holiness work and in the National Holiness Association.

**THE NEW TOPICAL TEXTBOOK

Introduction by R. A. Torrey (Revell, $2.50)

Another reprint edition of a book which should be in EVERY 
minister’s library. Every major topic in the Bible is included, with 
a full list of references pertaining to the topic. There are 20,000 topics 
and sub-topics and 30,000 Bible references.

TWELVE STRIKING SERMONS

By Charles Haddon Spurgeon (Zondervan, $2.50)

A reprint edition of what might be termed twelve of Spurgeon’s 
best sermons. To select such a small number of this pulpit prince’s 
best material would be no easy task. These messages are indeed 
“striking.” They abound in anecdote and are Bible-centered 100 
per cent.

Listing of a book  in BO O K  BRIEFS does not constitute endorsement 
of that book . Our thought is to present such books as m ay be o f interest 
to our pastors, suggesting their values, pointing out their appeals and 
frequently  their weaknesses. And, occasionally, a book that our readers 
m ay know  o f its demerits.

The fo llow ing system o f rating is used:
*** Y ou  cannot afford to be without it 
** O f especial value to any preacher

* A  w orth -w h ile  book  and a good buy 
N o star— depends on  you r taste and need
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ANSWERS FOR INQUIRING CHRISTIANS

By Philip E. Howard, Jr. (Revell, $2.00)

The author has conducted a column in the Sunday School Times 
“Notes on Open Letters” from which the material in this volume is 
gathered. Much of it is excellent, namely his comments on commu­
nism, prohibition, understanding the Bible, and scores of others. 
However, you will sharply disagree with the views expressed on 
eternal security, the Spirit in believers, the need for holiness, and 
sinless perfection.

101 SELECT SERMON OUTLINES

(Baker, $1.75)

Ninety-five pages of sermon outlines from such illustrious preachers 
as Excell, Spurgeon, Burns, Jowett, Stalker, McCheyne, and others.

THE EPISTLE OF JAMES

By Robert Johnstone (Baker $3.40)

A  scholarly and practical exegesis of the Epistle of James. This 
book is especially helpful to advanced students of the Bible. Dr. 
Johnstone, now deceased, was a professor in the United Presbyterian 
College at Edinburg. This is a reprint edition.

MORE SERMON SKETCHES ON OLD AND NEW TESTAMENT 
TEXTS

By Jabez Burns (Kregel, $3.95)

A companion volume to 500 Sketches and Skeletons by the same 
author. This is a collection of about 300 sermon sketches, not skeletons 
or mere outlines. For ministers who need frameworks of this kind 
on which to construct their own sermons, here are almost 400 pages 
of excellent material. This is a reprint edition.

THE PSALMS

By John P. Milton (Augustana, $3.25)

The Book of Psalms presented as a book of prayer and praise rich 
in devotional material. There are five chapters on the theology of the 
psalms, indicating what they teach about God, man, sin, and salvation. 

One chapter is devoted to Psalms 119. There are seven sermons on 
the psalms accenting the subject of prayer.

THE FALL AND RISE OF ISRAEL

By William L. Hull (Zondervan, $3.95)

A startling exposure of the persecution and oppression of the Jews 
in Palestine during recent years. The author has spent nineteen years 
in the Holy Land and has been in close touch with key government 
figures. For the student of Jewish history and anyone wishing to 

follow current world religious trends, this book has the story.
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Jhe Devotional Hook of the IJear
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A

Valuable  
Source 

Of Daily 
Inspiration 

For Ministers
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S t r e n g t h  tor T o d a y
A COMPANION VOLUME TO "TRUTH FOR TODAY"

By Bertha Munro

I aspir ingly 

Designed!

If You Have Read— 

TRUTH FOR TODAY 

You Will Surely Want— 

STRENGTH FOR TODAY

'Beautifully

'Bound!

A Good Book to Recommend to Y o u r  Laymen
384 pages, cloth $2.50

TRUTH FOR TODAY—382 pages, cloth $2.00

D O N ' T  M I S S  T H E  B E N E F I T S  O F  A  S I N G L E  D A Y

ORDER AT ONCE!

N A Z A R E N E  P U B L I S H I N G  H O U S E
Washington at Bresee 2923 Troost Avenue, Box 527 1592 Bloor st-> W.
Pasadena 7, California Kansas City 41, Missouri Toronto 9, Ontario



START THE NEW YEAR WITH . .

NAZARENE Sunday
Bulletins

» » » » » » » » » » » » » » » » » » » » » » YOUR PUBLISHING HOUSE
has recognized the growing need of a bulletin with fourth-page 

articles that are distinctly Nazarene in doctrine and in program. 

Such bulletins are NOW  available.

»»»»>»»»»»»»: THROUGH SPECIAL ARRANGEMENTS

with the suppliers, we are participating in the selection of the 

cover pictures and are providing our own articles appearing 

on the back of these bulletins.

»>'/»»»»»»»»»> EACH IS WRITTEN FOR NAZARENES

some giving emphasis to the church—what we believe and 

teach; others to the program—Crusade for Souls, missionary 

offerings. Youth Week, Stewardship Month, Educational and 

Pentecost Sundays, vacation Bible school, and such like.

»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»») IF YOU ARE NOT ALREADY

using our bulletins, you will want to take advantage of this 

specialized service . . . top-quality folders planned for Naza­

rene churches and priced (less than a penny apiece) within the 

reach of even the small church.

»»»»»»»>»»»»>»»»»»» FOR COMPLETE INFORMATION

consult your Every Sunday Bulletin mailing or write your—

N A Z A R E N E  P U B L I S H I N G  H O U S E
Washington at Bresee 2923 Troost Avenue, Box 527 1592 Bioor St., W.
Pasadena 7, California Kansas City 41, Missouri Toronto 9, Ontario


