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Today Is My Day

By D. I. Vanderpool

"V/'esterday is past! Tomorrow may never come for me. If |
A have any tomorrows, they will be fashioned by my attitudes
and actions of today. Our todays are like the weaver’s shuttle
flashing through the loom of life—weaving a fabric, coarse or
fine, dark or bright—all depending upon our manner of living.

Only during today can we change the color or texture of
the fabric from which our eternal garments shall be made.
Tomorrow will be too late to make a change. Character and

destiny are fixed by our todays and not by small segments of the
future.

Yes, today is my day. It is the best thing that time can give
me. Today | can reach back and undo some of my yesterdays.
Wrongs can be righted, sins can be forgiven, the smile of God
can be found. Today | can yield the controls of my life into the
hands of “the Man with drawn sword,” who will come as
Captain of the Lord’s host into my life. My commitment to Him
today can relieve me from fears of tomorrow.

Today is my day! | can make a wise choice today that will
break the long chain of foolish choices of yesterday ... a new
choice that will let the sun shine through. Dr. Frank Crane
declared, “Most of our miseries are left over from yesterday,
or borrowed from tomorrow.” It may be that | failed yesterday,
but | can succeed today, for this is my day! If passing time has
made it impossible to grip the hand, say the word, or give the
smile that would have lifted a friend yesterday . . . then ask
forgiveness, commit the heartbreaking matter to God, and pull
down the shades on the indelible failures from yesterday.

Today is my day! This is God’s gift to me. | will not borrow
fears from tomorrow and mar my usefulness today. With heart
and brain, with courage and song, | shall labor today that no
storm of tomorrow will reveal that | have builded upon the sand.

My today stands between the closed books of yesterday
and the unopened books of tomorrow ... This is my day. | shall
assume its responsibilities and be loyal. | shall take its pleasures
and be glad. | shall accept its pain or sorrow and not complain.

This is my day! I shall live, love, and serve!



A great leader of yesterday has
a timely word for today

What Are We Going to Do This Year?

By R. T. Williams,

T~"~hat are we going to do this

year? was asked a pastor by a
general superintendent. He answered,
“l don't know exactly, but I am going
to do my best.” How can one do his
best without knowing definitely what
he is trying to accomplish?

What are some of the goals essen-
tial in the life of the Nazarene preach-
er?

First, an increase
This is vital

church can

in membership.

and fundamental. No
live and prosper while
losing members without replace-
ments. It should be the passion of
the preacher and every layman in the
church to see to it that the close of
each year shall mark an increase in
church membership. Alibis do not
save the church from growing weaker
and smaller. Each pastor can look
over his roll and know for himself
whether he is leading his organization
to greater usefulness, or the church
is becoming smaller under his leader-
ship. Are we winning people to
Christ and to the church? It is a
tragedy for one or two churches to
have losses in membership so large
as to offset the net gain of a dozen
other churches. For one man to fail
is to bring humiliation and defeat,
not only to himself but to every other
person of his district.

+General Superintendent, Church of the Naza-
rene, 1916-46; deceased. Reprinted from the Min-
nesota Nazarene, by permission.
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Second, the preacher and church
should make the financing of all the
interests of the Kingdom a genuine
goal. The local church must be sup-
ported. The pastor’s salary must be
paid, and from time to time in-
creased. The church debt must be
lifted and improvements made. The
district and general budgets must be
paid in full, and overpaid, if the
church as a whole is to make substan-
tial progress. For any one preacher
to fail in this matter is to offset some
of the gains of the other churches
in the district. A man’s defeat can-
not be absorbed by himself alone. It
makes itself felt in all the units of
the church. No man can hope to stay
in the ministry, and no church can
hope to prosper, that does not hold
the financial standards, and from time
to time make appreciable gains. This
is a well-defined goal. It isn't enough
to do one’s best. The job has to be
completed, or failure is marked up
against us.

Third, the spirituality of every local
church is to be maintained and in-
creased. Whatever else may be said
of the church, it should be deeply
spiritual, Christlike, and Holy Ghost-
filled. Numbers are not sufficient.
Finances and budgets cannot take the
place of God and religion. If we are
not careful, we will substitute finan-
cial success for spiritual achievement,
and this must not be done. Let not
the preacher say, “We are getting
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along well,” just because we are pay-
ing our budgets in full. No, the de-
votional life of the people is to be
deepened and the church kept red-
hot with Holy Ghost fire and passion.

The conditions of this tragic hour
call for more prayer, more love, more
self-sacrifice, more devotion, more of
the manifestation of God in our midst.

An inspiring Easter
message by PAUL S. REES

A preacher must be deeply spiritual
himself in order to make the people
so. But it isn't enough for him to be
Spirit-filled; the people must be
Spirit-filled also. This is a genuine
goal. Any preacher who defines and
reaches these goals may rest assured
that his ministry is not failing. He is
succeeding.

God# Utmost for Man's Highest

Text:
For ye know the grace of our Lord
Jesus Christ, that, though he was
rich, yet for your sakes he became
poor, that ye through his poverty
might be rich (Il Cor. 8:9).

'T '"here can be no doubt about it:

the coming of Jesus Christ into
our world in the way He did, and
to do what He did, has cast all our
thinking about God in a new mold.
That mold is so different from any-
thing that our native cleverness could
devise that it remains to this day
a reverent astonishment to all and a
curious puzzle to many.

Think of the greatest rescue work
the world has ever known, beginning
with a soft-skinned, tender-handed
Babe cradled in a manger! It makes
me think of an incident that occurred
a few years ago in one of the great
steel mills in an Ohio city. The com-
pany had employed the artist Gerrett
Benneker to paint a series of pictures
of life in the mills. Near one of the
huge blast furnaces, where the molt-
en steel is poured out in a flaming
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stream, the artist set up his easel.
For some time he worked with his
colors without attracting much atten-
tion. Then one day a blast furnace
man, passing by, looked over the
artist’s shoulder. What he saw made
him call out, “Hey, fellows, come
here! Here is the most wonderful
man in the world. He is painting a
picture of God in a place where no
one else has ever seen Him!”

That is precisely and superbly what
Jesus did. Not with brush and pig-
ments but with flesh and blood, He
painted a picture of God—at Bethle-
hem and Nazareth and Calvary—
where no one had ever seen Him!
Paul was sure of this when, in our
text, he pointed these Corinthian
Christians to the whole earthly career
of Jesus Christ, and said, “There, you
have the reason why you should give
your utmost for God’s highest. It is
that God in Christ has given His
utmost for your highest. Behold the

grace of God in His holy Son! See
how rich He was! See how poor He
became! Then remember that He

stripped himself of His riches that
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you might be relieved of your pover-
ty. He became a pauper that you,
who, without God, are already pau-
pers, might be made princes. And
the only word,” cries the apostle,
“that says it all is the shining word
‘grace.”” Packed into that word, like
the flash and gleam of a diamond,
is God’s utmost for man’s highest.

Now, putting this jewel of truth
under our eye for inspection, let's
observe, to begin with, the pattern of
grace that Jesus portrayed. “Ye know
the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ.”

We live in a confused hour. Chris-
tianity seems to have become many
things to many people. When | hear
some of them talk, | get the impres-
sion that the Church is a rather
desirable collection of “do gooders”
who, for all practical purposes, are
much like Rotarians or Kiwanians or
members of the Society for the Pre-
vention of Cruelty to Dumb Animals.
If anyone thinks that my statement is
intended as a slur on these organiza-
tions, he is mistaken. The comparison
is made only to point up the tre-
mendous difference between the shal-
low view of Christianity which many
hold today and the view that was
taken of it by the changed and chas-
tened and challenged representatives
of it at the beginning.

To these early Christians, like Paul,
God had done something that was
breath-takingly amazing in the birth,
life, death, and resurrection of Jesus
Christ. He had made a new kind of
entrance into the world’s history and
life. He had come as He had never
come before—directly, physically, and
with uttermost sacrificial intent. He
had come to complete a bridge that
would span the gulf between His
holiness and man’s sinfulness—a
bridge over which sinful man could
walk into newness of life and be at
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home in the heart of a holy God.
And to this whole, matchless, divine
undertaking—including a manger
that gives us Christmas, and a Cross
that gives us Good Friday, and an
empty tomb that gives us Easter, and
the tongues of fire that give us Pente-
cost—the Early Church gave the
word “grace.”

When Paul and the first disciples
took hold of this word which is trans-
lated “grace,” they borrowed it from
the Greeks. At the same time they
wrote into it a meaning which those
intellectual pagans rarely, if ever,
knew. The Greeks used their word
to describe beauty and attractiveness
of form, or action, or character. Art
could be graceful, for example. The
human body could be graceful. A
well-balanced life could be called
graceful.

It was this word which the Spirit
of God in the primitive Christians
seized upon, and gave it a new ele-
ment. This new quality, they said,
might be seen in the undeserved
favor of God's love extending forgive-
ness and fellowship to the children
of men. It is holy love dealing with
sin, and overcoming it. As Dr. For-
lines puts it, “It is the great sacrificial
lovingkindness of God giving itself
freely in mercy to undeserving sin-
ners, transforming them into saints,
and developing them into the fulness
of the stature of Jesus Christ” (Find-
ing God Through Christ, p. 200).

Talk about beauty, says the Chris-
tian! Talk about attractiveness! Talk
about allure! Here it is in its abso-
lutely highest expression. God'’s
beauty in Christ! That first of all!
Then the beauty that He creates in
those who receive Christ, who are
conformed to His likeness, and are
constrained to ascribe to God all the
honor and the glory.

One very cold night, so it is told,
Henry Ward Beecher was walking
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down a Brooklyn street when he came
upon a newsboy who was chilled to
the bone. The lad was so cold that his
teeth were chattering as he tried to
shout the headlines of his papers. The
great preacher stopped to have a
friendly word with him. One paper
was certainly enough for his own use,
but Mr. Beecher bought all the papers
the boy had. Then he said to him,
“I'm afraid you are very cold tonight,
my boy.” The grateful little fellow,
his eyes glowing with gratitude, re-
plied, “1 was very cold, sir, till you
came by, but now I am warm.”

Let that heart-kindling incident be
a thought-elevator. On a far higher
level you and I, and millions like us,
can say, as we look into the face of
Jesus Christ, “1 was very weak, and
lonely, and guilty, and full of con-
flict, till You came along; and now
I am strong and forgiven and har-
monized.” Such is the pattern of
grace which we see in Christ Jesus
of Bethlehem and Calvary. And, as
Moffatt beautifully suggests in Grace
in the New Testament, when we
really know Christ, we are con-
strained to shout, “All is of grace and
grace is for all.”

1 Our text goes on to suggest
further insight in connection with
God’s utmost for man’s highest, name-
ly, the price of grace that Jesus paid.
Here it is: “Though he was rich, yet
for your sakes he became poor.”

No one can ever understand Beth-
lehem, with its mystery and beauty,
unless he goes back of Bethlehem and
rises above Bethlehem. Mark you,
Jesus Christ “became” something at
Bethlehem, but before that—eternally
before that—He “was” something.
He was “rich”; He became “poor.”

In what sense was He rich? Cer-
tainly He was rich in deity. The full
bloom of Godhood had always been
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His. As the Fourth Gospel puts it,
“In the beginning was the Word, and
the Word was with God, and the
Word was God” (John 1:1). Or, as
the writer to the Hebrews eloquently
expresses it, He stood related to God
as “the brightness of his glory, and
the express image of his person”
(Heb. 1:3).

He was rich in property. The
Christianity of the New Testament
so fully and intimately identifies
Christ with God that He, Christ, be-
comes as truly the creative Source
of the universe as the Father. Thus
Paul, writing to the Colossians, says

deliberately, “For by him were all
things created, that are in heaven,
and that are in earth, visible and

invisible, whether they be thrones, or
dominions, or principalities, or pow-
ers; all things were created by him,
and for him” (Col. 1:16).

Moreover, He was rich in glory.
One day the Apostle John pushed
gently open the door to that upper
room in Jerusalem, and allowed us
to hear the great Saviour in prayer.
“And now, O Father,” said He,
“glorify thou me with thine own self
with the glory which I had with thee
before the world was” (John 17:5).
Here, of course, all our little intellec-

atual yardsticks are too short to meas-

ure the radius of Christ’'s thought.
Whatever glory there be in the infi-
nite and uncreated Godhead in that
far realm where angels and arch-
angels employ their lips for adoration
and their wings for service, exactly
that belonged to Jesus Christ, the Son
of God!

Now this, declares Paul, was the
rich Christ who for our sakes became
poor. For Him, the acceptance of
human birth and the limitations of
our human lot was impoverishment.
In that respect, as Alexander Mac-
laren once pointed out, His birth
differs from ours. When we are born,
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it is the beginning of capacities and
endowments and freedoms. When
Jesus was born, on the other hand,
it was the voluntary stepping down
of His deity to assume a mode of
existence in which He would be cir-
cumscribed in His actions, limited in

His knowledge, dependent in His
power, and even humiliated in His
presence.

It was this that Paul must have had
in mind when, in his Epistle to the
Philippians, he wrote of Jesus that,
“though he was in the form of God,
[He] did not count equality with God
a thing to be grasped, but emptied
himself, taking the form of a servant,
being born in the likeness of men.
And being found in human form, he
humbled himself and became obedient
unto death, even death on a cross”
(Phil. 2:6-8, R.S.V.).

Ah, my soul, what self-impoverish-
ment and self-abasement were His!
He was rich in deity, but He paid the
price of having that deity limited to
such expressions of it as were possible
in a human body like ours. He was
rich in property, but He paid the
price of so stripping himself that He
who made the planets found no better
cradle than a manger and He who
planted the rolling rivers cried out
with parched lips on a cross, “I
thirst.” He was rich in glory, but He
paid the price of closing His eyes
upon the dazzling splendors of heaven
and opening them upon the cheap
gaudiness and the vulgar ugliness of
our sin-defiled world. Milton struck
off the thought in his own lofty way:

That glorious Form, that Light

Insufferable,
And that far-beaming blaze of

Majesty ...
He laid aside.
Who can seriously stand before

such a fact as this—the impoverish-
ment of Christ for us—without asking
what made Him do it? To that ques-
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tion the only accurate answer is:
Grace! By which we mean that He
did it, not because He owed it to us
to do it, nor because any pressure
from “higher up” compelled Him to do
it. He did it because He is the kind
of God He is: forever seeking to re-
veal himself—mind you, himself; not
His power merely but His character,
His heart, His purpose—and forever
bursting with eager longing to put
away the black barrier of sin that
stands between His human creatures
and himself.

Out in the sunny land of my grow-
ing years, southern California, a Mex-
ican mother died. She left a family
of eight children. The oldest child,
although she was sixteen, was small
for her age and not strong. Upon her
frail shoulders there rested the bur-
den of caring for the family. She took
up the task with courage and devo-
tion. As the neighbors watched, they
had to admire the efficient way in
which, not sparing herself, she kept
those seven brothers and sisters clean,
well fed, and in school. One day a
friend congratulated her on the ex-
cellent way she was meeting the
difficult situation. Somewhat to this
friend’s surprise, the girl said, “Well,
| can’'t take any credit for something
I have to do.” “But, my dear,” re-
plied the friend, “you don’'t have to.
You could get out of it.” The girl
was silent for a few thoughtful sec-
onds, and then she answered, “Yes,
that is true. But what about the
have to that's inside of me?”

Just so! And | imagine if you had
slipped up to Jesus, somewhere,
almost anywhere, along the path of
His earthly journey as our Redeemer,
and had said to Him, “Master, You
don’t have to take all this hunger and
thirst and weariness and scorn and
loneliness, this Gethsemane and this
Calvary,” a face would have been
turned on you that would have
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searched your soul to its depths and
from those lips of His would have
come the answer that ends all an-
swers: “Yes, that's true; | could get
out of it; but what about the have to
that's inside of Me?” It is that have
to inside Him that makes it grace!

Finally, not content with show-
ing us the pattern Jesus portrayed and
the price He paid, St. Paul asks us
to consider the purpose of grace
which Jesus Christ pursued. In giv-
ing us God’s utmost for man’s highest,
what was the aim of this manger-
cradled Redeemer? The text an-
swers: “Though he was rich ... he
became poor, that ye through his
poverty might be rich.”

From the standpoint of its end-
result in human lives, the wonder of
the Christmas gospel—which is also
the Calvary gospel—is this: that
“God has stooped to earth veiling the
Divine with the human, that we may
rise to heaven, clothing the human
with the Divine” (Maclaren)
Christ’s impoverishment has become,
if we will only trust Him, our en-
richment. He has taken our moral
bankruptcy that He might invest us
with the inexhaustible solvency of His
love. He became what we were that
He might make us as He is!

So | can look every son of Adam
in the face and say to him, “God
wants you to be rich!” Rich, not in
gold bricks or green paper or bonds
with government seals on them! But
rich as the inspired writers of the
New Testament understand riches!

“Rich in faith,” for example. James
uses that phrase in chapter 2, verse 8,
of his Epistle. Perhaps that sounds
pious and abstract and impractical.
If so, take another look at it. In the
New Testament faith is set over
against works. Why? Because God
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doesn’'t need any work out of us?
Not at all. But because He can get
the most out of us if He can show us
that we must give up our self-reli-
ance, our little strutting about in our
own cleverness, our pitiful bragging
about our own accomplishments, and
open up our whole beings to His
promises and His power. Then our
lives are never a matter of getting
to the end of our rope, because we
started by getting to the end of that;
our lives are a matter of getting to the
end of His resources, and to them
there is no end. That, if we would
only realize it, is what makes a man
rich—"*“rich in faith.”

And then “rich toward God.” Jesus
uses this phrase in Luke 12:21. Let
us call this being rich in fellowship.
In English usage we do not always
have money in mind when we say
“rich.” Obviously there is no con-
nection with a bank account when
you say that a certain person sings
with a “rich” voice. We mean that
it is a voice that is singularly free
from harshness or any trace of dis-
cord. Well, apply that to your rela-
tionship to God. Jesus Christ's
purpose in your life is to remove from
you—even though you may be a
Christian—everything that puts sand
in the machinery of your fellowship
with God. With your dedicated con-
sent, He will take away your sand-
paper harshness of spirit, your divided
desires, your jealous moods. He will
make you, by His sanctifying Spirit,
“rich toward God”—rich in harmony
and communion.

Rich in faith! Rich in fellowship!
And, to name one more item in this
inventory of the Christian’s wealth,
rich in fruitfulness. In the sixth
chapter of this Second Epistle to the
Corinthians, Paul says that the real
Christian goes about in this world
“making many rich.” Which means,
in the language of the Spirit, that

(105) 9



when we are rich ourselves in the
love and beauty, the peace and joy
of Jesus Christ, we have wealth to
share.

Alice Freeman Palmer, who became
an educator of renown, started out
as a Sunday school teacher who built
her own class out of neglected girls
who lived “on the other side of the
tracks.” So joyous was her service
for Christ, so radiantly unselfish her
character, that one of her girls said
of her: “She made me feel all dipped
in sunshine.” Another girl in a school
where she taught said, “When | saw
her, | always felt that | could do
things that | had never dreamed of
before.” Rich in Christ, Alice Palmer,
you see, was making others rich.

A man who had visited Bernard of
Clairvaux said: “I tarried a few days

Maybe knowing why they were

with him, and whichever way |
turned my eyes, | marvelled, and
thought | saw a new heaven and a
new earth. As soon as you entered

Clairvaux you could feel that God
was in the place.” Enriched by
Christ's grace, Bernard was making
others rich.

Horace Bushnell, when near death,
was visited by Joseph Twitchell. “I
felt as | left the house,” declared
Twitchell, “a mighty conviction of
spiritual realities and a desire to live
in them.” Made rich by Christ,
Bushnell was making others rich.

Are you? Am 1? We are if we
know the Christ of Easter. For we
both need to remember—you and I—
that “God’s Utmost for Man’s High-
est” calls for a worthy response—
man’s utmost for God’s highest!

lost will

help us know better how to find them—as
well as knowing better how to keep the

"found” ones from straying

"Why Was the Sheep Lost?"

By David

My ministry as a mental hospital
chaplain includes working with
groups of patients in discussion of the
Scriptures, in the hope that patients
may gain insight into their problems,
and grace from God to overcome
their spiritual and emotional difficul-
ties. Recently, one such group of
about fifteen women met for discus-
sion of the story of the lost sheep,
recorded in the Gospel according to

+Chaplain, Harlem Valley State Hospital, Wing-
dale, New York.
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E. Sparks*

Luke, chapter 15. In order to struc-
ture the discussion, | posed the fol-
lowing question, “Why was the sheep
lost?” In the light of the needs of
my group, | realized that the follow-
ing answers bespoke serious inner
feelings:
1. It just wandered.
care of it
2. It was looking for
She had deserted it.
3. It was lonely. Everyone had left
it.

Nobody took

its mother.
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4. It went to sleep and woke up
alone. Everyone had abandoned
it. j

5. Itwas hungry. Nobody fed it.

6. It was dissatisfied. Nobody
could satisfy it.
7. It was looking for something

that no other sheep had ever
wanted. Nobody knew what it
was.

The answers reveal some easily seen
feelings on the part of members of
my group. | believe that such feel-
ings often exist in more normal con-
gregations.

I. Unfulfillment

For the most part, lives are unful-
filled. Man is a creature who desper-

ately needs to be needed, to be
important to someone, or to some
cause. Unfulfilled life is meaningless

and void. No one can stand emptiness
and uselessness long.

Sometimes our churches are places
to which thousands come, only to re-
turn home unfulfilled. Failure to
worship when in attendance at the
house of God is often a direct result
of failure to serve, or to give oneself.
The unfulfilled wander, moving from
one group to another, from one hobby
to another, from one interest to an-
other, from one church to another.

Our message of stewardship and
discipleship involves every individual
in total personal commitment to God.
The individual who is committed to
nothing but himself must remain un-
fulfilled. We need never feel apol-
ogetic about preaching unreserved
allegiance to God. Such preaching
has great scriptural support, and
tremendous psychological and spir-
itual value. No one need feel
unfulfilled when he makes an all-
embracing dedication to God.
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Il. Disappointment

My group of emotionally upset
people also displayed their feelings of
disappointment. Does this not exist
elsewhere too, even though a little
better concealed? Parents, teachers,
friends, ministers—have we let down
those who have counted on us?

Part of the task of the Church,
meaning the membership of the
Church, is to give support to those
who would feel deserted without it.
Certainly it must be a Christian func-
tion to offer friendship and acceptance
to those who have been rejected by
almost everyone else.

It is true that some people are
emotionally constructed in such a way
as to feel rejected and unwanted,
whether they are in fact or not.
These people often cause themselves
to be pushed out of the group, wheth-
er in school, home, the church, or
elsewhere, because it is difficult to
respond helpfully to them. They are
easily avoided. Yet the Church has
a message for them, and our attitudes
can preach that message far more
effectively sometimes than can the
preacher from the pulpit.

I1l. Over-Dependency

My group showed another facet to
their need. They are overly depend-
ent, and thus are incapable, as we
say, of “standing on their own two
feet.” One of the great tasks of the
Church is distinguishing between
doing things for people and assisting
people to do things for themselves.
In our concern to be of service, we
can too easily rob the individual of
his ability to grow, to develop, simply
because we have done for him what
he should have done for himself.

I believe that this is one point
at which we must thoroughly train
our people concerning prayer. | find
it constantly necessary to remind the
sixteen hundred patients whom |
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serve as chaplain that God will not
do for us what He expects us to do.
There is a sense in which “God helps
those who help themselves.”

To get personal about it, it seems
to me that a great percentage of the
details and errands often cared for by
the pastor (or his wife) should be
done by laymen who desperately
need to feel responsibility. The “sev-
en men of good report, full of the
Holy Ghost” of Acts 6 were not only

serving the Lord, the Church, and
the neglected Grecian widows, but
they were serving themselves in a

real way when they responded to
their assigned task, freeing the apos-
tles for the ministry of the Word.

Do we not object to a government
or any agency that insists on doing
our work or making our decisions for
us? As ministers, we must not create
overly dependent, weakened, incap-
able people in our desire to be of
service. Many times have | seen an

How to break through
the TV barrier

aged patient in the hospital, very
tired and very weak, yet not allowed
to languish in bed. He is expected
to sit up in a chair, feed himself if
possible, and otherwise care for his
own needs, even if it means being
tied in with a sheet to prevent his
falling to the floor. Why? Such
activity keeps him alive, keeps his
mind active, his muscles moving,
his blood circulating properly. How
can we do less for those who come
under our spiritual care?

In the ministry to our parishioners
we may feel under compulsion to
give a quick answer to questions,
quick advice to every individual need.
How much easier it is to talk than
it is to listen, then lead the individual
while he finds his own answers, and

assist him while he finds for himself
the grace and direction of God!
Why was the sheep lost? | really

do not know. My patients had their
ideas. What are yours?

"TV or Not TV?"

By J.

'T 'he question attri-

buted to Shakespeare is undoubt-

edly this: “To be or not to be?”

The visitor for the church is often

tempted to paraphrase this question
to say: “TV or not TV?”

The conflict between visitation and
television is very apparent. It is
almost impossible to converse with a
person engrossed in the happenings
of his favorite television program.

most famous

* Pastor, Houston Terrace Church of the Naza-
rene, San Antonio, Texas.
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Wallace Cantrell*

The visitor must adjust his conver-
sation to the demands of the program.
But little can be said between com-
mercial and station breaks. A brave
man with a strong voice might ven-
ture to compete with the program;
however he will not be noticed for
long. The television program with its
excitement and appeal will quickly
regain the interest of all concerned.

It is evident that television
poses a great problem for visitation.
Though some people may have the
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will power to turn off the set, the
majority do not. What can be done
to cope with this situation?

The logical solution to some would
be to wait till the program is fin-
ished. But what good does this
accomplish? The time that is spent
watching television is wasted for
visitation. The pressing mission that
brought the church worker to this
home seems to be of little importance
now. Our attitude seems to reveal
the fact that what we have to say
will wait. This is detrimental to the
important task of soul winning. In
trying to help others we have been
trapped by television. This is not the
answer!

The next tendency is to state an
invitation to come to the church and
depart quickly. It is almost a certain-
ty that this type of visit does little
good at all. The entire conversation
is forgotten by many almost before
the door is closed. If salesmen acted
in this manner, there would be little
demand for their services. This de-
feated type of approach is destined
for failure.

The proper solution to this problem

(Continued from page 3)

calls for boldness on the part of the
church visitor. If you politely ask
the host to turn off the set for a few
minutes, he will probably do so.
When your request is granted, make
certain that you have something to
say and say it. People in Christian
America realize their need of the
church. The concern of a friend for
their personal salvation should elimi-
nate any hostile attitude concerning
the television set. Salvation is per-
manent and the TV program will be
forgotten in a matter of a few mo-
ments. We have an urgent message
for all humanity. We should react
in a manner which reflects this con-
cern.

The main way to build the church
centers around the visitation program.
Our prayer to God is for more bold-
ness to “go out into the highways
and hedges, and compel them to come
in . ..” (Luke 14:23). This calls for
the church worker to be in constant
communion with God. Through the
help of the Holy Spirit, we can meet
the prevailing problem of our day in
visitation—“TV or not TV ?”

He should fill the gaping hole, not as professional opportunism, but as honest
means of meeting a genuine need.

This will not be done by pastors who are inordinately fond of ego-
building efficiency symbols, such as plush offices with neat name plates and
a strict counseling-hours schedule beneath! The preacher who loathes the
thought of being “an errand boy,” who is devoted to the shibboleth “service”
but not to its practice, who finds more and more ways of protecting himself
and his family from the people, instead of exposing himself to them with
shepherd-heart involvment, will not fill the vacuum.

The modern pastor must be present in the hour of need. He should
be in the hospital during the operation, share lonely vigils beside sickbeds,
stand beside brokenhearted parents—no matter how his sleep is interrupted
or his neat schedule is shattered.

This is not lowering the image of the pastor. It is restoring it to the
high level on which it belongs. And it will cement indissoluble bonds between
shepherd and sheep, immeasurably comforting and stabilizing and satisfying
—which cannot be said for mere institutionalism, no matter how efficient.
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A few preachers don't need this
article. Overwork

ness. But for those who do,

is not their weak-
here

is a timely reminder from a veteran

soul winner.

All Work, No Play

By Mrs.

up from nis hos-
pital bed through tear-filled eyes.
His face was pale and wan, his nerves
shattered and mind depressed. What
had brought him to this sad collapse?
Overwork, seven days a week.

Years before, he had been a devout
Nazarene who faithfully attended
church and remembered “the sabbath
day, to keep it holy.” He unwisely got
deeply in debt. A Sunday job opened
which seemed the solution to his
debt. The years passed by. It seemed
good to get ahead financially. God
and the church were forgotten. Now
all that had been gained was being
lost in medical and hospital bills. He
would need complete rest for a long
time.

At the close of the six days of
creation “God rested on the
seventh day from all His work which
he had made. And God blessed the
seventh day, and sanctified it: because
that in it he had rested from all his
work” (Gen. 2:2-3). For twenty-five
hundred years of human history no
mention is made of the Sabbath of
rest until God gave Moses the Ten
Commandments. It was observed by
complete rest. It was not originally
a day of sacrifice, worship, or reli-
gious service but a day of absolute

‘T '"he man 1looked

#Evangelist, Los Angeles District.
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D. Swarth*

rest for man and beast, a humane

provision for human need.

The Christian Sunday, kept in
commemoration of the resurrection of
Christ, perpetuates the principle that
one-seventh of the time belongs to
God and is sacred. From the time
of the first Christians it was set apart
as a day of rest and worship. Too
often man forgets that he is a spiritual
as well as physical being. An animal
knows not one day from another.
God never created men to live as
animals. He gave them a spiritual
nature capable of fellowship with the
infinite. To live beneath that privi-
lege is to live on the animal plane.

To drag on, carrying the burdens
of life seven days a week without a
period of renewal, is to invite disaster.
Especially is this true in this high-
tension age. It is estimated that 85
per cent of illness is of a nervous
order. From morning until night
people rush, strained and taut, until
emotions become confused and reason
snaps.

A loving God provided a remedy:
one day in seven for complete quiet,
relaxation, and worship. In the Old
Testament even food was prepared
the day before and cleaned up the
day after. This was also the custom
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of our forefathers, that the day might
be one of complete rest from labor.

Every minister agrees with this,
at least in principle. But while work-
ing as a hospital chaplain | sat beside
a minister as with tears flowing down
his pale, drawn face he told of the
doctor’s verdict—“Complete rest and
change; no more preaching for a long
time.” It took some persuasion to
convince him that God had not for-
saken him. What had brought him to
this position? Overwork seven days
a week!

I remember our conversation as
said, “Brother, your hardest day was
on Sunday. Did you take Monday
to rest?” The fact was this good, con-
scientious man had labored on seven

days a week, year after year, succeed-
ing in his church but failing himself
and his family. Now in the prime of
life he had completely collapsed.

A minister in a building program
said, “l never had a day of rest.”
Another said, “Sunday is our hardest
day and we start again on Monday
morning. We are beginning to feel it
after fourteen years! | know we
should take a day to rest.”

Do the laws of God mean anything

to us? Jesus said, “If ye love me,
keep my commandments.” If you
leven love yourself, you had better

keep them for your own preservation.
The end of a seven-day drive is the
bottom of the cliff. “Come ye
apart . . . and rest a while.”

Guideposts to a More Effective Ministry

By Raymond C. Kratzer*

No. 3. Earnest Hearts

Chinese convert once said con-
A cerning the kind of missionaries he
desired: “We want men with red-hot
hearts.” This is really the only kind of
preaching that is really effective.

It is well known that the main sermon
people hear is the man himself. And
if his presentation of the truth of God
is too commonplace it will be like a lazy
canal instead of a rushing mountain
torrent that attracts the fisherman to its
challenge. It was said of Jesus that the
zeal of God’'s house had eaten Him up.
In other words, the challenge of the
good news of salvation to meet the needs

of people everywhere must be told in
«Superintendent, Northwest District.
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words and manner so as to evoke a
response. And only as the preacher
himself is stirred by his message can he
hope to interest others.

The paradox of the ministry is that
the quality of a sermon cannot always
be evaluated on the basis of its content.
This is not to imply that sermons
should not be full of good ideas, well
thought out and worked out in the study.
But the best of sermons will fall back
dead unless they are motivated by an
“earnest heart.” On the other hand a
very poor sermon will ring the bell if
the preacher has bathed his heart in
prayer and preaches with a “blood-
earnestness” in his voice and manner.
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Many young men when they begin to
preach are carried away with the ideal-
ism of the gospel. They are so eager to
proclaim the Word and so ruthless in
exposing the sins of the people that they
succeed in spite of themselves. But the
grind of culture and the tendency to-
ward too much of the aesthetic cause
them to drivel into mediocrity in their
ministry. May God deliver us from
being commonplace preachers. We have
a message! In fact, when people sit in
our congregations on Sunday morning
and evening, we should realize we have
the most important message to give
them that they have heard all week.
Much more important than the scream-
ing headlines of the morning paper! It is
God’'s message to man.

It used to be that the minister con-
trolled the thoughts of the community
because he spoke with such authority
and power. But now he is considered
a professional man who fills just a little
facet in the cultural life of the com-
munity. God forbid! And the only
way this concept can be changed is for
our preachers to get excited about what
they are saying. Work up a perspira-

tion! Shed tears! Lift your voice like a
trumpet! Move people because you are
moved!

I was in a ministerial meeting one

time when a pastor of a very liberal
church said this to some of us more
fundamental preachers: “If | believed
as you men do, that most of the people
in this city are doomed and are going to
hell, 1 would immediately become a
flaming evangelist.” What an indictment!
I wondered if | really did believe what
I had been preaching; and if so, why |
was not more excited about it.

We live in a phlegmatic society that
resists change. People are soft and want
soft things. This is the “foam-rubber”
age. Consequently this tendency has
gotten into the preacher until he is prone
to soften his message to conform to the
mood. The stern words of the gospel
are neglected and only the softer, more
appealing tones are highlighted.

The thunder of judgment is often

15 (112)

more apparent in the preaching of Jesus
than the gentle breezes of sympathy.
Men need to be shocked from their
complacency and made to see that sin
is terrible and that retribution is certain.
Check the response from your congre-
gation when you preach a close, search-
ing sermon and see if you do not have

more people say to you, “Pastor, that
was a wonderful message. It really
helped me.” Many times | have wanted

to find a secret passageway out of the
church after having delivered a severe
message on current sins and inconsis-
tencies, only to find that people were
deeply appreciative of the truth of God
made plain.

On the other hand, the minister must
not use the pulpit as a fulcrum from
which to bend the people to his ideas
and will. Neither dare he allow himself
the privilege of employing the weapon
of a sermon to settle some personal
“gripe” against some member of the
church. It will ricochet back into his
face sooner or later. Strong preaching
can be successful only when given out
of a heart of love. And the preacher
must always have a generous quantity
of the Balm of Gilead to help in the
healing process.

The margin between failure and suc-
cess in the ministry is so narrow that we
often miss it because we have over-
looked it. Just a bit of a shift here or
there will change the whole picture.
Whatever the need of the hour, you can
be sure that an “earnest heart” will go
a long way in bringing success to your
ministry. Look at the people in the light
of what God can do with them, and not

at what you see at the moment. Let
this “ideal image” color your attitude
toward them and then seek through

every means to be God’'s apprentice
in helping Him work this out.

“Preach the word; be
season, out of season: reprove, rebuke,
exhort with all longsuffering and doc-
trine. But watch thou in all things,
endure afflictions, do the work of an
evangelist, make full proof of thy min-
istry” (Il Tim, 4; 2, 5).

instant in
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GENERAL STEWARDSHIP COMMITTEE
Hardy C. Powers, Sponsor

M. A. Lunn, Chairman

Orville Jenkins, Vice-chairman

Dean Wessels, Secretary

Members

George Coulter
Albert F. Harper
Edward Lawlor

s. T. Ludwig

M. Lunn

W. T. Purkiser
Kenneth S. Rice
Mary Scott

Paul Skiles

Roy F. Smee
John Stockton

T. W. Willingham

DISTRICTS GIVING 10 PER CENT OR MORE

to the Program of World Evangelism

District

Kansas

Abilene

Northwest Oklahoma
Canada West

Oregon Pacific
Northeastern Indiana
Nebraska

Central California
Wisconsin

Kansas City

Assembly Year 1962-63

% Given
12.24
11.38
10.83
10.62
10.62
10.61
10.60
10.47
10.37
10.36

DISTRICTS GIVING 9

to the Program of

District

Central Ohio
Southern California
South Dakota
Tennessee

AKkron

Canada Pacific

Los Angeles
Northeast Oklahoma
Ilinois

March, 194

District
Northwestern Ohio
lowa

Arizona

New York
Colorado

Houston

% Given
10.33
10.21
10.20
10.17
10.01
10.01

Overseas Home Missions Districts

Australia
New Zealand
West Germany

18.69
15.62
13.71

PER CENT OR MORE

World Evangelism

Assembly Year 1962-63

% Given
9.99
9.94
9.76
9.69
9.63
9.61
9.55
9.47
9.44

District

New Mexico
Northern California
Washington

South Arkansas
Chicago Central
Florida

Pittsburgh
Philadelphia
Albany

% Given
9.39
9.39
9.36
9.33
9.31
9.29
9.29
9.23
9.14
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Department of CHURCH SCHOOLS

LAST OPPORTUNITY!

Sunday School
Attendance Drive

record K Zz 1 a 1 breaking

EASTER ATTENDANCE

March 1-29, 1964

Goal: Attendance equal to
total enrollment

Motto: "Stand by Christ"
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OUR
LIVING
BIBLE

Department of CHURCH SCHOOLS

Discovery

For You

If you invest enough time, energy, prayer,

tears to help conduct one vacation Bible school

this year you will discover spiritual dividends. Your

own spirit will be blessed and your church will be
strengthened.

For Boys and Girls

The whole theme of this year’s vacation Bible
school is “Discovering God’s Way.” Here boys and
girls will learn about God and His will for them.
Through His plan for our marvelous world they will

see Him as Creator and Sustainer of the uni-
verse. In the Bible they will discover the
way of salvation and God’s plan for success-
ful living. In Jesus our boys and girls will
see most clearly God’s love for us. They
will see that “the Father sent the Son to be
the Saviour of the world.”

For Your Workers

Your workers will receive more than
they give in vacation Bible school. Chal-
lenge them to try it

The 1964 manuals have many new features and improvements.
The manuals have more color. There are more pre-cut materials.
There are brand-new Teaching Aids Kits and Handy-craft Packets.
Order a V.B.S. Introductory Packet and discover for yourself that
our own materials are true to our doctrines, educationally sound,
easy to use, and attractive.

For free leaflets to help you plan write:

Mary E. Latham, Director of Vacation Bible Schools, 6401 The Paseo

March, 1964

Kansas City, Missouri 64131
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CHRISTIAN SERVICE TRAINING

= Informative to new Nazarenes prepar-
ing for church membership

= Effective for creating greater loyalty
among present members

« Valuable for helping young folks better
understand their church

e Appropriate for showing with desig-
nated C.S.T. courses

An Inspiring
BEACON FILMSTRIP
in Beautiful Cotor

presenting the total program of the Church
of the Nazarene ... its purpose ... its
outreach ... its organization.

Includes 94 frames, a 12-inch, 33%-rpm, microgroove record of narrative and background
music, two User's Guides. Approximate time, 20 minutes.

BA-505

There are many uses for this film-
strip. It can be used repeatedly in
the same church as new people are
reached and in training sessions. It
is worth the investment for every
church. It often is of more value to
the smaller church where total out-
reach and purpose of the church is
not understood by the community and
membership of the church. Here is
a report on how one pastor used the
filmstrip effectively in a unique way:

“1 find the filmstrip ‘This Is Your
Church’ very effective in my visi-
tation. It is especially useful when
visiting the homes of new people
who have visited the church.

“Almost always, in the course of
conversation with new people, ques-
tions are asked about the Church
of the Nazarene. This gives me an
opportunity to ask to show the
filmstrip, which takes only about
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ONLY $12.50

twenty minutes and will answer
their questions better than | could.
(Of course, | just happen to have
it in the car with me along with
a small projector and screen and
portable record player.)

“l have received comments such
as these:

“*Your church is well organized,
isn't it?’

“‘l did not know your Church
was so big.’

“‘We wondered if your church
was all right. Now we know. We
will be back next Sunday.” (They
were.)

“The filmstrip has put new life
into my visitation of new people.
It opens many avenues for discus-
sion and breaks down tense feel-
ings. It works!”

Robert B. Porter, Jr., Pastor
Oak Ridge, Tennessee
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Department of FOREIGN MISSIONS

Dividends from Your General Budget Dollars

Top 12 Foreign Mission Fields

in Membership

Haiti

Mozambique

Japan

Southeast Mexico
Swaziland

Korea

Republic of South Africa
North Mexico
Guatemala

Western Latin-American
Barbados

Top 12 Mission Field Districts

in Sunday School Attendance

Swaziland

Republic of South Africa
Mozambique

Cape Verde

Haiti

Taiwan

Guatemala

Western Latin-American
Korea

Southeast Mexico
British Guiana
Nicaragua

Top 12 Foreign Mission Fields
in Fully Self-supporting Churches

Mozambique

Japan

Peru

Swaziland

Western Latin-American
Guatemala

Korea

March, 1964

8,404
5,052
4,685
4,523
3,349
2,970
2,678
2,406
2,245
2,008
1,410

6,441
6,303
5,840
4,349
3,965
3,513
2,809
2,754
2,703
2,667
2,500
2,284

75
39
31
30
12
11

Republic of South Africa 4
India 4
Nicaragua 4
Southeast Mexico 4
*Argentina 3
Top 12 Foreign Mission Fields
in Local Giving
Western Latin-American $134,215
Japan 71,681
North American Indian 48,387
Puerto Rico 41,680
Texas-Mexican 37,625
Peru 22,360
Guatemala 22,245
Argentina 21,628
Spanish District East 21,007
North Mexico 17,988
Korea 13,941
Cape Verde Islands 13,516
Top 12 Foreign Mission Fields
in 10 Per Cent Giving
(Sent to Headquarters, Kansas City, for World
Evangelism)
Western Latin-American $8,948
Puerto Rico 4,133
Texas-Mexican 2,686
Peru 2,518
North American Indian 2,395
Spanish District East 1,748
Cape Verde lIslands 1,595
Barbados 1,289
Brazil 1,128
British Guiana 1,101
North Mexico 1,027
Southeast Mexico 962

«Spanish East and Texas-Mexican also have

three churches each.
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NAZARENE RADIO LEAGUE
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"Go Ye into ALL
Preach the Gospel

THIS WE ARE

WITH
"SHOWERS OF BLESSING" and

471 Radio Stations in:
49 out of 50 of the United States
5 out 8 provinces in Canada
3 States in Australia.

British Guiana, British Honduras, Africa, Costa Rica, El Sal-
vador, Canal Zone, Nicaragua, Republic of Panama, Ecuador,
Korea, Monte Carlo, and the island areas of Aruba, Barbados,
Bermuda, Haiti, Formosa, Jamaica, St. Maarten, St. Thomas,
Puerto Rico, Trinidad, Samoa, Okinawa, and the Philippines.
These include a number of powerful short-wave stations which
take our gospel message around the world.

WORKING TOGETHER,

Several hundred additional stations will carry these programs
on Palm Sunday and Easter this year (last year 614 extra
stations did this).

IS YOUR STATION PLANNING TO SCHEDULE THESE
SPECIALS?
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NAZARENE RADIO LEAGUE

the World, and
to Every Creature

TRYING TO DO

"LA HORA NAZARENA"

137 Radio Stations in:

11 of the United States

13 states in Mexico

Costa Rica, El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras, Nicaragua,
Republic of Panama, Argentina, Bolivia, Chile, 41 stations in
Ecuador; Peru, Uruguay, Aruba, Dominican Republic, Haiti,
Puerto Rico, and Monte Carlo.

Some of these are short-wave stations heard around the world.
The N.F.M.S. has made this program and its extension pos-
sible. From a minimum guarantee of $10,000 (on only 12
stations) it has increased to $27,000 (now on 137 stations).
Scores of additional stations are still available if we have suf-
ficient funds.

WE CAN DO MORE!

WILL YOU SUGGEST THAT IT CARRY THESE TWO
PROGRAMS AS A PUBLIC SERVICE?

There is no charge for the tapes; in fact, we pay the postage

both ways.
NAZARENE RADIO LEAGUE
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BOARD OF PENSIONS

eniion

Answer: Until November 1, 1963, the answer to this
question was no. However, on November 1, 1963, a formal
pension program for all ministers and lay workers em-
ployed by any church or organization of the Church of
the Nazarene became available. This plan is based upon
the government program of tax-sheltered annuities as
offered through the Board of Pensions.

For further information write:

Dean W essels, Executive Secretary
Board of Pensions

6401 The Paseo

Kansas City, Missouri 64131

PLEASE NOTE

This special Stewardship insert (opposite page) emphasiz-
ing the Easter Offering, March 29, 1964, is available FREE.
If you wish to use these four pages as an insert for your
church bulletin on Easter Sunday or earlier, please for-
ward your request indicating the quantity needed and
date desired to:

STEWARDSHIP
6401 The Paseo
Kansas City, Missouri 64131
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Department of HOME MISSIONS

Easter

Offering
1964

e look forward to Easter Offering this year as the time when, all of us

working together, we will go over the top with $18 million for the
General Budget this quadrennium. The Easter Offering is part of the lifeline
of our missionary work, for one-third of the annual budget necessary to keep
our missionary outposts going is received in this offering. Many churches
depend upon the Easter Offering to help them become 10 per cent churches.
But more than this, the Easter Offering provides an opportunity for us to
give spontaneously, “over and above,” for a specific cause, with our emotions
wrapped up in our offering. Thank God for the Easter Offering! May we
never lose this type of giving in the Church of the Nazarene.

Home missions depends upon the Easter Offering for its necessary
budget, along with the Department of Foreign Missions. Ten overseas areas
are supported from this source. Last year’s offering helped to plant a new
church in Berlin, Germany; assisted the South Africa (European) District
to make a membership gain of almost 200; helped to get our first building
started in American Samoa; supplied the money for operating Bible col-
leges at Sydney, Australia; Johannesburg, South Africa; and Frankfurt,
Germany. Our Negro and Chinese work in the United States is aided by
the Easter Offering. Last year the Gulf Central District had a net increase
of 33.7 per cent in membership, and young pastors for this growing work
are being trained at Nazarene Bible Institute. Where there are opportunities
for a new thrust of the church in holiness evangelism in our home districts,
beyond the financial resources of the local district, home missions supplies
the needed resources.

Let us gladly challenge our people to spontaneous, wholehearted giving
for missions in the Easter Offering.
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Department of EDUCATION
STEP BY STEP

The Story of a Pastor's Concern for His Youth

IN THE JUNIOR FELLOWSHIP

“Pastor, | can tell you where our college
is located and who the president is.”

A HIGH SCHOOL SENIOR
“I'm looking forward to college next year.

And, of course, it will be a Nazarene school—
the one on our educational zone.”

A FRESHMAN IN COLLEGE

“Don't let 'em fool you. You gotta work
when you go to college. Of course, you are
preparing for life’s vocation—that's what
counts. But I like it here; have made so many
fine Christian friends.”

A SENIOR IN COLLEGE

“It will soon be over. When these compre-
hensives are past, | can breathe a sigh of re-
lief. But what a great four years this has

been. And now to serve my generation by
the will of God!”

[PASTOR: You have planted the seed, watered the soil, cultivated by
encouragement—and NOW you share in the HARVEST!]
IMPORTANT! See your January 1 issue of the Herald of Holiness for
General Assembly housing information.
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here’s how MMM

mCooperation” is the word. Our entire Fellowship of Nazarenes cooperate in single_objective of
World Evar.p.ulism. Effort Is made to mobilize tlia whole chuich toward this ob rtiwe. There is i''e
constant pull on the hearts of our people to he genuinely Chiistlan—and to be Christian ore must be
missionary minded. This brings a constant inflow of financial support—and then twice a yeir, at
Easter ar.n Thanksgiving, special drives are made for great offerings to carry farther this tremendous
program for the salvation ot men.

God has always depended on men to cooptrate with Him in every objective. In the great ooiectivr
that caused Christ to come to earth and die for the sins of mankind. He calls men to cooperate with
Him In carryin? the message to the ends of the earth. He calls every Christian to go into all the
world.” He calls young men and young women to be soecial message bearers, but even sc He calls
every follower to support those who are especially called. Each of us should have the same deep pas-
sion for the lest as the missionary who leaves home and friends to actually carry the message to the
ends of the earth.

ROY r. SMEE, EXECUTIVE SECRETARY, DEPARTMENT OF HOME MISSIONS

The story must be told!

Jesus died! He rose again! Ha lives today! He saves from all sin! He sanctifies wholly!

This is the good hews. Nazarenes are telling it around the world.

One Nazarene layman in Japan found a novel way to tell it. Ho called his bicycle shop the “Halle-
lujah Bicycle i~op." Inquiries about the name opened opportunities to testify.

In Haiti. Pastor Maurice Stuppard announces Bibie studies in the homes of his members. They, of
course, could not bear the humiliation of failing to have their homes filled with neighbors!

Nazarenes at home share in this joyous task tMrougti the Easter Offering. Your giving means tnat
cnapels will preach it, schools will teach it, dispensailcs and hospitals will demonstrate It, tracts and
gospels will tell it!

"Go quickly sM tell . . These are th6 Master's orders.

OR CHORGE COULTER EXEQUNIMVE SECRETARY, DEPARTVENT GF FOREIGN MISSIONS



When Jesus said, "Go ye Into all the world and preach the gospel,” (Mark 16:15) He revealed the
innermost compulsion of His soul.

There was no reference as to how this might be done. He believed they could figure out all the
remaining details. Nowhere did He refer to the cost, or whether it was possible or prohibitive. His
followers were thought to be adequate for the size of the task. In essence when He said "Go," He
left them with the responsibility of doing just that.

Recently one Evan%elist wrote that he had held twenty-two revivals last year; had 800 seekers;
personally made 250 house to house calls and knew of 100 members received into the church by
profession of faith. This is “Nazarenes telling the story" in Mass Evangelism.

Well over one million three hundred thousand “marked” copies of the Gospel of John, “That You
Might Have life,” were given out by Individuals to individuals in various walks of life and many areas
of the world. These were '’Nazarenes telling the story,” through Personal Evangelism.

Soon Nazarenes will tell the story in another way by giving a sacrificial Easter Love Offering. May
it be an offering that will bring glory to God and salvation to many as we tell of our love to Him in
a tangible way.

EDWARD LAWLOR, EXECUTIVE SECRETARY, DEPARTMENT OF EVANGELISM

oA < . *18 po. BTV

The Gospel is the Gospel—the same in all lands and under all circumstances—for there is but Site
Gospel, not many.

But while the Gospel Is the same, the manner and the avenues of telling vary widely. The telling
by radio has these distinctions;

1. No appreciable effort must be put forth by the one who hears it—no new suit to don—no miles
to travel—not even a face to wash—just a knob to be turned. So convenient!

2. It reaches far beyond the walls of churches and halls to palaces and huts. It is the message
integrated without friction.

. The Gospel finds its way into hearts by this means so subtly that at times it may appear to be
acgidlental. The stealth by which it enters unarms the listener and leaves him free to ponder its merits
uietly.
a Th)llJS the radio is unique in its manner of approach and is therefore, in a class all alone.

This is "How Nazarenes Tell The Story" over the air.

T. W. WILLINGHAM, EXECUTIVE SECRETARY NAZARENE RADIO LEAGUE

Eighteen Million Dollars for World Evangelism in one quadrennium seemed like a BIG goal when
the Board of General Superintendents challenged the 1960 General Assembly. Praise the Lord!
Nazarenes, this goal Will be reached if we bring in an offering of One and One Half Million
Dollars this Easter. We can do it!—Let’s do.

EXECUTIVE SECRETARY, GENERAL STEWARDSHIP COMMITTEE






NAZARENE AUDIO-VISUAL COMMITTEE

Do you ever wish for something that would add impact to your Young
People’s Society? Your Sunday school? Your Vacation Bible school? Your
whole church program? There are new tools to help do just that.

Examine your Master Buying Guide for the filmstrips already available.
Then WATCH for new ones coming soon:

READY SOON!

To be ready by June—all in color with records and users’ guides:

“ON PURPOSE—The Goal and Role of N.Y.P.S.” (VA-513) $10.00

“WORKERS TOGETHER in the N.Y.P.S.” (VA-514) $10.00

“The Challenge of Caravan” (VA-519) $12.50

“Walter Morgan—Junior Teacher” (VA-517) $10.00

“Teaching Primary Children” (VA-516) $10.00

“Teaching Kindergarten Children” (VA-515) $10.00

“In the Power of the Spirit Grow” (VA-518) $10.00
READY NOW!

Ready now and of interest to all workers:
“New Horizons Through V.B.S.” (V-1251) $10.00
After July 31, 1964, $12.50

To add interest to many services there are two new songstrips. The
first is on the Hymn of the Month for March:

“Christ, the Lord, Is Risen Today” (VA-511)
“For the Beauty of the Earth” (VA-512)

These are in color with words overprinted for the congregation to sing.

There is no record. The songstrips are only $1.98 each. Order from your
Nazarene Publishing House.
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New Testament Now Complete

Scriptures

A Home Bible Study
Plan the Pastor
Can Heartily Rec

ommend to Laymen

Since it was first introduced ten years ago, SEARCH THE SCRIPTURES has
proved itself an excellent source of quick, comprehensive, and basic Bible knowledge.

“Our people are getting a better grasp of the Scripture ... a pastor
in Maine writes. .. stimulates Bible reading . .. says another from
Michigan.

Chapter-and-verse outlines give these lessons a solid Bible foundation; devotional
comments suggest many thought-provoking ideas. These, together with study
guestions, provide a valuable tool your laymen may use for a better understanding
of God’'s Word. Approximately 46 pages per volume; attractive paper bindings.

Complete New Testament Set-ONLY $6.25

AVAILABLE IN SINGLE VOLUMES

Volume 1 MATTHEW Volume 6 ROMANS Volume 12 | & Il THESSALONIANS
Volume 2 MARK Volume 7 | CORINTHIANS Volume 13 PASTORAL EPISTLES
Volume 3 LUKE Volume 8 Il CORINTHIANS Volume 14 HEBREWS

Volume 4 JOHN Volume 9 GALATIANS Volume 15 GENERAL EPISTLES
Volume 5 ACTS Volume 10 EPHESIANS Volume 16 REVELATION

Volume 11 PRISON EPISTLES

50c each Any 6 or more, 40c each

Prices slightly higher in Canada

Jt Valuable -Addition to the Ghurch Library

NAZARENE PUBLISHING HOUSE

Washington at Bresee Post Office Box 527 IN CANADA: 1592 Bloor St., W.
Pasadena, California 91104 Kansas City, Missouri 64141 Toronto 9, Ontario
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A special service being offered to the music program of your church to better
acquaint each member with some of the great songs that have become part of
our Christian heritage and make them an even greater part of the hymnody of
the Church.

For the story behind this month's selection, see page 46 of this "Nazarene
Preacher."

Christ, the Lord, Is Risen Today

Special Feature
for Easter

SONGSTRIP

VA-511 ONLY $1.98

To add add a little extra to the hymn selection of the Easter season, this filmstrip has
been prepared.

Here a richer meaning of Christ's resurrection will be brought into focus with fourteen
full-color pictures as the congregation sings along from words superimposed on each
frame.

Whether presented in a regular church service, as part of the worship time of a Sunday
school, or in a young people’s program, it can be most effective.

USE THE SPECIAL ARRANGEMENTS FOUND IN THESE BOOKS

Off

For Choir 23 selections by Ethel Rogers.
SANCTUARY CHOIR Choral arrangement by Don Whitman Suited to organ also $1.00
AN-275 20c

For Plano For Band and Orchestra

HYMN-ORCHESTRATIONS

SACRED TRANSCRIPTIONS FOR PIANO No. 3 4 books containing 228 numbers from "Praise and Wor-
24 moderately difficult ship"— Book B for "B-flat# instruments, Book C for "C"
by Wilda Auld $1.75 instruments, Book D for bass clef instruments, Book E
EASY ARRANGEMENT OF FAVORITE HYMNS for "E-flat" instruments.........co.  EACh boOk, $2.50

Prices slightly higher in Canada

Let Jhis Great SHymn Znrich the JMusic Program of 1Jour Church

NAZARENE PUBLISHING HOUSE
Washington at Bresee Post Office Box 527 IN CANADA: 1592 Bloor St., W.
Pasadena, California 91104 Kansas City, Missouri 64141 Toronto 9, Ontario
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NAZARENE YOUNG PEOPLE’S SOCIETY.

ABOUT
THE
OFFICIAL

TEEN What Is PAL?
ACTIVITY Q. What is PAL?

A. It is the official activity program

PROGRAM

Q. What's new about it?

A. Primarily guidance. Quarterly
activity ideas will be published
in “Hi Time.” A booklet, Pal
Points, is available from the Naza-
rene Publishing House to assist you
in setting up your own live activity
program.

Q. Can’t we have activities without
PAL?

A. You sure can. But PAL organ-
ization will give stature to your
program. Write for your copy of
Pal Points. See what PAL will
do for your Teen Fellowship group.

PAL
6401 The Paseo
Kansas City, Missouri 64131
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Department of EVANGELISM

AN APPEAL FOR
FASTING AND PRAYER

Sanctify ye a fast, call a solemn assembly, gather
the elders and all the inhabitants of the land into
the house of the Lord your God, and cry unto
the Lord (Joel 1:14).

Because we believe fasting and prayer is Biblical, the Depart-
ment of Evangelism joins the general church in calling our people
everywhere to a solemn period of fasting and prayer.

Remembering all the ways the Lord has led us throughout the
past quadrennium, we acknowledge that it was His hand that led
us through every major emphasis of “Evangelism First.” In retro-

spect and humility let us fast and pray, acknowledging our gratitude
to Him.

In these months of preparation for a coming quadrennium there
must be no less concern that evangelism continue to be our main
business.

Nazarenes from all over the world will be coming to Portland
for the General Assembly during June. How important that our
people everywhere fast and pray that God might pour out His Holy
Spirit upon the business conducted, the plans set in motion, and the
hearts of all His people!

“Where there is no vision, the people perish.” Therefore during
Holy Week let us remember the words of the prophet lIsaiah, and
apply them to ourselves:

“Enlarge the place of thy tent, and let them stretch forth

the curtains of thy habitations: spare not, lengthen thy cords,

and strengthen thy stakes; for thou shalt break forth on the

right hand and on the left” (lsaiah 54:2-3).

The Department of Evangelism appeals to you to observe the
designated time during Holy Week of March, 1964, in this great
solemn period of fasting and prayer.

Edward Lawlor
Executive Secretary

12:00 Noon
-ﬂgednesday to

e WRINUGPpM chm e,

Wednesday, March 4
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Another
"Preachable

Outlines"
Book

Preachable Second Coming Sermon Outlines
Compiled by NORMAN R. OKE

For days like these, what subject could be more timely? Reference to Christ's
second coming some five hundred places in the New Testament makes it a subject
ministers should be proclaiming frequently.

Material for these 50 outlines has been gathered from a cross section of today’s
Nazarene preachers. Much care has been given to keep enough detail so as not to
lose the spirit of the original message, yet be easily adaptable to a minister’s own use.

Pages are bound in loose-leaf form and punched for three-ring pulpit notebook.
Space on the reverse side allotted for additional personal notations. Includes in-
dex of titles and texts. 104 pages, spiral, paper binding.

Other Titles in Series
Preachable Holiness Sermon Outlines
Preachable Stewardship Sermon Outlines

Preachable Sermon Outlines
on Family and Home

Only $1.00 Each

Prices slightly higher in Canada
ORDER AT ONCE

Helpful Tools for Any Minister
NAZARENE PUBLISHING HOUSE

Washington at Bresee Post Office Box 527 IN CANADA: 1592 Bloor St., W.
Pasadena, California 91104 Kansas City, Missouri 64141 Toronto 9, Ontario
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NAZARENE INFORMATION SERVICE

Any Pews to Fill?

Tt takes some pastors quite a while
to get an audience.

We think of one pastor in a new
church located in a large Ohio city.
He was an able preacher, hard-work-
ing, ambitious for the Lord. He
prayed, called in homes, invited per-
sons to services, and saw some saved
and sanctified. But the church seemed
barely to hold its own. Folks always
moving!

This struggle went on seven years.

Called for a Funeral

Then the pastor was asked to take
the funeral service for a man from
a nonchurch family where the pastor
once had offered prayer. It was a
large family with numerous friends
and all were at the funeral chapel.

At last the pastor had an audience,
new people to preach to. He brought
a message from God to the living, the
likes of which few there had heard.

The loved one was laid to rest. But
the next Sunday the pastor’s little
church was crowded. The visitors
kept coming back and they began
finding God a few at a time.

In three months membership had
doubled. In a year it had doubled
again. A larger sanctuary was built
and the church was in the place in
that area that God intended.

Influence of the Press

The major contribution that a news-
paper (or broadcasting station) can
make to a pastor is to give him an
audience. And when a pastor begins
to think of his article in the local
press in terms of an audience (rather
than as space or as a headline), he
has made a big step forward in his
press relations.

March, 19G4

Your newspaper introduces you
and the church of the Nazarene to
its friends, its paid subscribers who
were won over many years, often by
hard work and considerable expense.

Editors “Guard”

That's why the better newspapers
have news standards. Many guard
their readers against such things as
quack medicine ads, liquor ads, and,
in some cases, against high-powered
professional faith “healers.”

An alert Nazarene pastor multiplies
his ministry tremendously through
items and articles in his newspaper.
While circulations vary, each copy
distributed means from three to four
readers.

A small weekly with a circulation
of 2,500 copies has between 7,500 and
10,000 readers.

This is a larger audience than the
average Nazarene pastor will face in
his church in a year.

Readers

Large City Example

As for the large city daily, take as
example the Kansas City Star with
one million readers in a four-state
area.

The size of this audience is startling
when considered, for example, in
terms of the spacious auditorium at
the First Church of the Nazarene in
Kansas City.

If you had a capacity audience
there both morning and evening, it
would require ten years to preach to
one million persons.

Every newspaper worthy of the
name wants Nazarene church news.

Do you have a friend at your news-
paper office? Is your church news
getting into print regularly?

32e



GENERAL SECRETARY

Attention!
PASTORS

A he district assembly season will
be starting soon and continue until
late September. For pastors on our
seventy-six districts, this means pre-
paring your local church statistics in
readiness for your district asembly.
For the General Secretary’s office
this means the compilation of these

w* astor!

not, this is a MUST!

statistics as they are sent in by the
several district secretaries.

THANKS FOR YOUR HELP

our district secretary will send
you the necessary forms about sixty
days prior to your assembly. It will
help him greatly if you will return
them promptly so he can compile his
district report before the assembly
begins.

STATISTICS ARE PEOPLE

P eople who live and breathe;
who give and sacrifice and serve
their Lord. Let's not count them
short! Make your report with care.
—S. T. Ludwig.

GENERAL ASSEMBLY
HOUSING

Have the visitors who may be going to the General Assembly
from your community made their housing arrangements

in Portland? If

After April 15 rooms held for the Nazarene General

Assembly by the hotels will be open and available to the general public.
Consequently, assembly reservations sent in after that date might find “rough
going.” Would you announce this to your people? Special blanks for housing
requests appeared in the January 1 and Feburary 5 issue of the Herald of
Holiness. Ask your people to look these up and send them in AT ONCE! Thank
you.

— General Assembly Arrangements Committee

6401 The Paseo, Kansas City, Missouri 64131.

ATTENTION PLEASE! Alert your people to General Assembly housing
information. (See Herald of Holiness, January 1,1964).
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There are wrong and right ways to
give. We get from our giving what
we put into it. If our giving is nig-
gardly, unsympathetic, thoughtless,
forced, too small a share, our lives
will portray similar characteristics.
If our gift is from gratitude, devout
hearts, sacrificial spirits, we grow
characters of strength and purity.—

W arren H. Denison.
* * * *

I have learned that money is not
the measure of the man, but it is
often the means of finding out how

small he is— Oswald J. Smith.
* * * *

Stewardship is not really the in-
vestment of time, talent, and treasure
in the Kingdom of God, but the in-
vestment of self.—Robert L. Bellr.

* * * *

We cannot live for convenience,
pleasure, and to lay up treasures
here and help others to be heavenly
minded.— Selected.

STEWARDSHIP

God judges what we give by what
we keep.—Lowell.

“l1 didn't get all that about ‘pursuing a
more responsible fiscal policy or facing a
pecuniary debacle’—but thank goodness he
didn't harp about money!”

CHANGE OF ADDRESS FORM

PASTOR—A Service for You

When you change address, fill in the form below and mail to the Gen-

eral Secretary. All official records at headquarters and periodical records
at the Nazarene Publishing House will be changed from this one notification.

Former Position: Pastor___ Evang.......... Other Church .... Dist..........

(Clip and send to the General Secretary, 6401 The Paseo, Kansas City, Mo. 64131)
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Now with Primary and Junior Handy-
Craft Kits crafts in nursery
and books

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL

INTRODUCTORY
PACKET .

A $!).05 value

Plans for this year's V.B.S. are more exciting than ever! And here
in one handy, economy unit is your opportunity to become ac-
quainted with all the items that will be used—manuals and

pupils' books . . . "Superintendent's Notes" . . . publicity ma-
terials . . . record cards . .. name tag . . . button . . . pencil . ..
ly higher in Canada ' headband . . . "Plan Book" . . . "timesaver" order form

PLUS a complete kit of primary and junior handcraft.
You'll find this a most valuable tool in your plan-

Pador Y O U ho(d the

e Select Your V.B.S. Supervisor NOW
= Send for Introductory Packet NOW

e Order ALL Supplies SIX WEEKS
before your V.B.S. begins

An EARLY Planned V.B.S. Pays GREATER Dividends

NAZARENE PUBLISHING HOUSE
Washington at Bresee Post Office Box 527 IN CANADA: 1592 Bloor St., W.
Pasadena, California 91104 Kansas City, Missouri 64141 Toronto 9, Ontario

32h The Nazarene Preacher



Conducted by the Editor

[llumination Today, Not Inspiration

Question. How do we know that the
Holy Spirit's ministry as an Inspirer of
authoritative Scripture ceased luith the
New Testament as we have it?

Answer. We may briefly refer first
to the historical evidence. This is ex-
pertly discussed by W. H. Griffith

Thomas, who points out that immediate-
ly after the creation of the books com-
prising our New Testament there came

“a chasm which has been rightly de-
scribed as ‘abrupt, sheer, abysmal.’”
He further quotes Schaff as saying

that “no transition has been so radical
and sudden and yet so silent.”1 This
transition is the dramatic appearance of
obviously uninspired, mediocre writings
following obviously inspired writings.
Neander also calls attention to this
remarkable phenomenon, which he calls
“singular in its kind.”2 But the fact is
further supported, and at the same time
explained, by a consideration of the
nature of the Bible itself.

The essential purpose of the Bible was
to provide a divinely given and authori-
tative written record of God’'s self-
revelation in Christ. This one mighty
act consisted of (1) preparation through
Hebrew history as recorded in the OIld
Testament, (2) actualization by the birth,
life, death, and resurrection of Jesus as
recorded in the Gospels, (3) personali-
zation and implementation through the
gift of the Spirit, as recorded in The
Acts, and (4) interpretation through the
inspired apostles as recorded in the
Epistles.

When the one mighty event was done
in its fourfoldness, and transcribed in
writing, the job of creating the Scrip-
tures would necessarily be done also.
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The completion and finalization of the
Bible would be determined by the com-
pletion of God’'s revelation in Christ as
a historical event.

In the Bible is complete truth for
redemption. It is all there, implicitly
if not explicitly; nothing further is need-
ed, and nothing can be added, except
interpretation. The task of the Church
then is to interpret and apply, not to
create. The task of theology is to ex-
plicate in systematic and digestible form
what is implicit in the Bible. And in the
prosecution of this task the ministry of
the Holy Spirit has changed from in-
spiration to illumination.

Certain additional observations should
be made:

1. To say that the canon of Scripture
is complete is not to say that the task
of theology is complete. Herein lies the
chief province of the illuminating minis-
try of the Spirit as the Agent of truth
and revelation.

2. The Holy Spirit's progressive and
unfolding illumination of truth is medi-
ated through and always in harmony
with the written Scriptures. Herein is
the unmistakable fallacy of any form of
mysticism which in detachment from
either the facts of history or the written

Word claims a new revelation. Some of
the mystics so emphasized the “inner
light” that they despised the plain

guidelines of the Bible, on the assump-
tion that the Holy Spirit within was
sufficient Guide, and that they therefore
had graduated into a position of super-
iority in relation to the words printed in
a book. But in this direction lie sure

(Concluded on page 37)
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BIBUCAL X

STUDIES

TOWARDS BETTER BIBLICAL SCHOLARSHIP

Evangelism in the Book of Acts

Part 3—Summary

By Eric Jorden

ummarizing this story of “Evangel-
S ism in the Book of Acts,” several
facts appear to be pertinent.

1. The urge to gospelize, to tell the
glad tidings, is due to a personal exper-
ience with (of) Christ. To be a “witness”
(martus) one must have “seen and
heard” something. To this the early
disciples give evidence. “We cannot but
speak the things which we have seen
and heard” (4:20). So does Paul: “For
thou shalt be his witness unto all men
of what thou hast seen and heard” (22:
15). “But rise, and stand upon thy feet:
for 1 have appeared unto thee for this
purpose, to make thee a minister and a
witness [martus] both of these things
which thou hast seen, and of those things
in the which | will appear unto thee”
(26:16).

2. The impetus to gospelize is further
strengthened, in the sense of being de-
pendent upon, by the power or “duna-
mis” of the promised Spirit. Such was
exemplified in the lives of the original
disciples. Acts 1:8, “But ye shall receive
power ... ye shall be witnesses [mar-
tus] unto me.” It is seen in the lives of
Stephen, Philip, and Paul. All were
Spirit-filled witnesses. J. B. Phillips
says, “No one can read this book without
being convinced that there is Someone

here at work besides mere human
beings.”1 “In the language of evange-
lism,” says General Superintendent

V. H. Lewis, “Pentecost is God's master
act in bestowing upon and in His follow-
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ers the passion and equipment necessary
to evangelize the world.”2 As Dr. Earle
says, “No one can be filled with the
Holy Spirit and at the same time not
be interested in world evangelism.”3

3. There is a connection between wit-

nessing to the resurrection of Christ and
opposition. The first persecution arose
around this (Acts 4:2). The religious
leaders were grieved that the apostles
taught (didasko) and preached (told
thoroughly) the resurrection from the
dead. Their continued presentation of
this theme (4:33)—“with great power”
—Iled to the second wave of persecution.
It was when Stephen testified that he
saw “the Son of man standing on the
right hand of God”—an obvious reference
to His resurrection and ascension—that
“they cried out with a loud voice, and
stopped their ears,” and stoned him (7:
56-57.) Paul witnessed to the resurrec-
tion of Jesus at Antioch in Pisidia and
was forced to leave. In Thessalonica,
Paul “reasoned with them out of the
scriptures, opening and alleging, that
Christ must needs have suffered, and
risen again from the dead; and that this
Jesus, whom | preach unto you, is
Christ” (17:2-3). This was the core of
his message on Mars’ Hill (17:31). Each
time Paul witnessed in Jerusalem and
in Caesarea, he included the resurrec-
tion of Christ.

The Resurrection to these dedicated
propagandists was a personal matter.
They had met the risen Christ. They
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could not be talked out of this. And
they wanted to tell others about Him.

The Resurrection meant, of course,
the deity of Christ. . . declared to be
the Son of God with power, according
to the spirit of holiness, by the resurrec-
tion from the dead” (Rom. 1:4). As
W. H. Griffith-Thomas points out, the
emphasis on “Christ Exalted” may be
and doubtless is a very simple Chris-
tology, but it is sufficient to show the
divine position He held and the supreme
authority He possessed in the eyes of
the early Christians.4 “The descriptions
which they [the early Christians] give
of Christ's absolutely unique character
and work appear to me,” says Stevens,
“to be quite irreconcilable with the
humanitarian theory of His person.””

Are we insistent enough in our day of
liberalism and modernism to make the
deity of Christ the point of our testi-
mony? Either He is the Son of God—of
the same essence or nature as God—
or He is not. Those dedicated propa-
gandists were certain He was! Ours is
not the responsibility to preach against
the cults which deny His deity. Rather,
it is to proclaim Christ as risen from the
dead and seated at the right hand of the
Father. He is very God by nature.

4, From a study of “euaggelidzo”—

“to announce or to tell the good tidings”
—we note types of evangelism.

a. There is evidence of mass evange-
lism.

(1) Peter on the Day of Pentecost

(Acts 2); also in the Temple
(5:42)

(2) Stephen just prior to his death
(Acts 7)

(3) Philip in Samaria (Acts 8)

(4) Peter and John in Samaria
(Acts 8)

(5) Paul and Barnabas at Antioch
in Pisidia, Lystra, Derbe, etc.
(6) Paul in Athens, etc.

b. There is evidence of personal
evangelism.
(1) Philip and Ethiopian eunuch
(Acts 8)

c. There is evidence of visitation
evangelism.

(1) Daily ceased not to teach and
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preach Christ in every house
(5:42.)

5. It is interesting to note that there
are more references to discipling—this
is more than mere teaching (didasko);
it means to teach in the sense of instruct
or train—than to any of the other phases
of evangelism. If you add to discipling
the thought of teaching (didasko) over
50 per cent of the references are in these
areas, i.e.,, mathatas (thirty-one) plus
didasko (sixteen) equals forty-seven of
the ninety. Add to these the implication
“to tell thoroughly” from euaggelidzo
and the weight of “training” believers
increases. Could it be we have failed to
take advantage of “evangelism” in this
sense? Are we indoctrinating those who
come to our churches? A positive an-
swer would obviously imply a systematic
preaching and instructional program in
the local church. It would imply more
Biblical and doctrinal sermons and con-
centrated effort in classes to instruct our
people, not only in what we believe,
but why. The Early Church believed
some things and taught them, thorough-
ly!

6. What about the message given? In
the translator’'s preface to The Young
Church in Action,” J. B. Phillips avers,
“l would warmly commend to every
modern evangelist a study of the actual
message proclaimed by the Young
Church.” The call of the Good News,
he maintains, was not the emphasis on
man’s sinfulness, but that the Man Jesus
whom many of them had known per-
sonally was no less than God’s chosen
One. In other words, the emphasis of
the message was the deity of Christ.

Phillips takes exception with much
modern evangelism. “Now in much
modern evangelism, the main plank of
the platform is the emphasis again and
again, upon the utter sinfulness of man.
The Bible says, ‘all have sinned’ the
modern evangelist will shout.” Phillips
thinks that the modern technique of
arousing guilt by quoting isolated texts
of Scripture is not found in the Book of
Acts at all. Luke, he maintains, “knows
nothing of this emphasis on man’s de-
pravity.”
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There are other shocks for us, he says,
if we study the Book of Acts carefully.
The one elucidated is pertinent to our
study. What was the message of the
dedicated propagandists? A cursory
study of the main messages appears to
support Phillips’ contention. It it is true,
then we need a renewed and greater
emphasis on the Spirit-filled life, the
positive aspect of holiness, the assump-
tion being that to be “filled with the
Spirit” means the antagonism of deprav-
ity is cared for. On the other hand,
a study of Paul's writings would sug-
gest that his total message included
some emphasis on the depravity of man.
It is difficult for me to believe that the
preacher of Mars’ Hill could think and
write Romans and Galatians and not
have included some of the ideas of these
Epistles in his preaching. Perhaps some
evangelist could be challenged to do
something with Phillips’ contention!

7. Evangelism in the Book of Acts
is obviously related to the place of the
miraculous. Miracles, particularly of
healing, had some part in the conversion
of men and women to Christ—for exam-
ple, in Acts 3, the record of the lame
man at the gate of the Temple. The
outcome of this was Peter’'s second ser-
mon, the result of which was that “many
of them which heard the word believed;
and the number of the men was about
five thousand” (Acts 4:4).

Again, Acts 9:32-35 records Peter
healing Aeneas, who had kept his bed
eight years, and was sick of the palsy.
“All that dwelt at Lydda and Saron
saw him, and turned to the Lord.”
Peter likewise raised Dorcas from the
dead, and as a result “it was known
throughout all Joppa; and many believed
in the Lord” (Acts 9:42).

One more example
our purpose. Take the revival in Sa-
maria under Philip. In Acts 8:7-8 we are
told, “Unclean spirits, crying with loud
voice, came out of many that were
possessed with them: and many taken
with palsies, and that were lame, were
healed. And there was great joy in that
city.”

is sufficient for

I am reminded of a story that I read
of an ungodly woman who, passing a
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church, read on the signboard, “And
Jesus said, Heal the sick, raise the dead

” She strode to the pastor’'s office,
and reminding him of the words of the
sign, asked, “Well, do you?” Do we?
To what extent is the miraculous a part
of evangelism? Have we veered so far
from anything spectacular that we no
longer expect to see God work in mirac-
ulous ways? Have we quietly but surely

forfeited our faith to the so-called
“healing sects” of the day?
8. The final thought in this study

deals with the important matter of lay

witnessing. This is a strong factor in
evangelism in Acts. Two illustrations
will suffice. Philip, one of the seven
deacons, was a layman, chosen of the

people and set apart by the apostles,
it is true. Yet he became a mighty force
for revival in his day. The other lay-
man was Stephen. Orator sufficient to
be an apostle, he “witnessed” even to his
death.

Dr. V. H. Lewis states clearly the
point I want to make. In The Church—
Winning Souls, he makes this statement:

The problem that faces many of our
churches is the problem of silent laymen

.. . However, we must recognize that the

layman is the product of the church to a

great extent No denomination can

excuse itself for spiritual deficit in its
laity and at the same time accept credit
for the good.7

These are hard words but we know
them to be true. If we are to succeed
as the Early Church succeeded, we must
have laymen (and preachers) who, hav-
ing come into a personal relationship
with Christ, and having received into
their lives the indwelling Spirit of God,
now have power within to speak the
things they have seen and heard and

felt. “In the nature of the ease,” says
T. B. Kilpatrick, “every man who
acknowledges Jesus as Lord, stands

pledged to act as herald of the King . ..
The call to enter the kingdom is not
merely a welcome to all its privileges,
but it is also a summons to serve all its

interests, and its most vital interest is
the proclamation to all the world of
Jesus as Saviour and Lord. Evangelism

accordingly, is the business of every
Christian. The New Testament does not
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so much insist on this as presuppose it.”s
“The supreme function of the Christian,”

says Barclay, “is marturias, which is
personal witness.” Then he adds this
significant observation; “In the Early

Church it is persons and not books who
dominate the scene. It was not through
books but persons that the gospel went
out, and the work of the Church was
done.”1

We who are the theological offspring
of Wesley will do well to read his ser-
mon on “Scriptural Christianity.” In
part, he writes:

And indeed, supposing a few of these
lovers of mankind to see the whole world
lying in wickedness, can we believe they
would be unconcerned at the sight, at the
misery of those for whom their Lord
died? Would not their bowels yearn over
them, and their hearts melt away for
very trouble? Could they stand idle all
the day long, even were there no com-
mand from Him whom they loved?
Rather, would they not labor, by all
possible means, to pluck some of these
brands from the burning? Undoubtedly
they would: They would spare no pains
to bring back whomsoever they could of
those poor sheep that had gone astray,
to the Great Shepherd and Bishop of
their souls.10

Conclusion

Writing of John Wesley as “Mission-
ary,” Franz Hildebrand says:

Missionary Christianity is the synthesis
of scriptural and practical Christianity;
it is, in short, the practice of the Word,
or as Wesley says, “scriptural Christianity
as beginning to exist in individuals; as
spreading from one to another; as cover-
ing the earth” . for Wesley, the story
of Acts is literally and abidingly true
that “the number of disciples multiplied
greatly,” Acts 6:7.11

The meaning of evangelism,
brand says,

Hilde-
is well expressed in Charles
Wesley's “Epistle to the Rev. John
Wesley.” Charles’s genius for theological
definition comprises in a few lines the
whole purpose of the brothers’ mission—
two dedicated propagandists.
When first sent forth to minister the
Word,
Say, did we preach ourselves, or
Christ the Lord?

March, 1964

Was it our aim disciples to collect,

To raise a party, or found a sect?

No, but to spread the power of Jesus’
name,

Repair the walls of our Jerusalem,

Revive the piety of ancient days,

And fill the earth with our Redeem-
er’s praise.

Thus the evangelist is, in the ancient
phrase, the gospeler, the man whose
sole function is to record the facts of our
salvation, to tell what God has done for
us in Christ. Evangelism, so understood,
is the 7iormal work of the whole Church
all the time. 11
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(New York: Macmillan 5), vii.
H. Lewis, The Church—Winning Souls
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P -Ralph Earle, Meet the Early Church (Kansas
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;G. B. Stevens, The TheoIO?y of the New Testa-
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The Theologian’s Corner

(Continued from page 33)

fanaticism and doctrinal heresy. See
1 John 4:1-6.
3. The Bible cannot be wunderstood

except by those who have been made
spiritually minded by the indwelling
Holy Spirit. No matter how much
erudition one brings to the Bible, it is a
closed Book unless the Spirit illumines
its pages. He spiritualizes the mind of
the thinker. He gives spiritual eyes to
see and spiritual ears to hear. See
I Cor. 2:12; cf. vv. 9-10; also Il Pet. 1:20-
21, R.S.V.

'W. H. Griffith Thomas. The Holy Spirit of God
(3rd edition; Grand Rapids: Wm B. Eerdmans
Publlshlng Company 1955), p. 152

‘Neander, Church History, II, 405, quoted by
Griffith, Ibid.
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Gleanings from the Greek New Testament

By Ralph Earle

Eph. 4:20-24

Manner of Life

The word “conversation” (v. 22) has
changed its meaning considerably since
the King James Version appeared in
1611. The Oxford English Dictionary
gives as the first definition of this term:
“The action of living or having one’s
being in a place or among persons. Also
figuratively of one’s spiritual being.”
But this meaning is labeled “obsolete.”
The second definition, “The action of
consorting or having dealings with
others,” is also obsolete. The sixth
meaning—“Manner of conducting one-
self in the world or in society; behav-
iour, mode or course of life"—is called
“archaic.” But this is the connotation
of the term in the King James Version.
This usage continued until the latter
part of the nineteenth century. Mean-
while, as early as 1580 (thirty-one years
before K.J.V.) the word had come to
mean, as now: “Interchange of thoughts
and words; familiar discourse or talk.”
This meaning finally prevailed. The cor-
rect translation here is “manner of life”
(A.R.V., R.S.V.).

“The Old Man”

Most translations today use for this

“old nature” or “old self.” Weymouth,
however, has a stronger rendering:
“your original evil nature.” This was

“displayed in your former mode of life.”

“The old man” (K.J.V.) is the literal
meaning of the Greek ton palaion
anthropon. So the recent translations
are to a certain extent interpretative.
The word palaios means “old, ancient.”
It is used “of things not merely old,
but worn by use.”1 Thayer suggests:
“we, as we were before our mode of
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thought, feeling, action, had been
changed.”- Arndt and Gingrich say that
palaios means “in existence for a long
time, often with the connotation of being
antiquated or outworn,” and give the
whole phrase: ‘'the old [i.e., earlier, un-
regenerate] man.”i

Archbishop Trench’s Synonyms of the
New Testament is still the standard
work in the field, though it very much
needs to be brought up to date. It was
written before the great era of the
papyrus discoveries, which have shed
much light on the meanings of New
Testament terms. Furthermore, Trench
builds largely on classical Greek, and it
is universally recognized that the Koine
Greek of the New Testament age was
definitely different in many details from
the classical language of an earlier day.

Trench indicates that archaois and
palaios often appear to be used in the
same sense. But when the emphasis is
on “old in the sense of more or less
worn out, . . . this is always palaios.”4

In regard to the meaning of “the old
man,” Eadie writes: “The words are,
therefore, a bold and vivid personifica-
tion of the old nature we inherit from
Adam, the source and seat of original
and actual transgression.”” Salmond
defines it as: “the former unregenerate
self in its entirety.”0

“The New Man”

The Greek is kainon anthropon (v. 24).
The other word for “new” is neos, from
which the English word comes. Trench
points out well the distinction between
these two terms. He says: “Contemplate
the new under aspects of time, as that
which has recently come into existence,
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and this is neos.” He then adds: “But
contemplate the new, not now under
aspects of time, but of quality, the new,
as set over against that which has seen
service, the outworn, and this is
kainos.”1 So “the new man” refers to
the new quality of life that comes with
Christ's entrance into the human heart.

Of the contrast between “the old man”

and “the new man” Olshausen writes:
“As in the old lies at the same time
the idea of the obsolete, so in the new

is that of the original, of that which
corresponds with its ideal.”8 He com-
ments further: “But while the laying
aside the old, and the putting on the
new, is here referred to man, of course
it is not Paul's meaning that sanctifica-
tion is accomplished by our own power:
Christ is our sanctification, as he is our
righteousness (see on | Cor. 1:30); but
all, that Christ through the Holy Spirit
works in man, can in the form of Law
be put to him as a demand, because
man by his unfaithfulness can hinder
the operation of the Spirit.”1 We do not
“put off” and “put on” in our own
strength, but by faith in Christ and in
the power of the Holy Spirit.

As to the identity of “the new man,”
Ellicott writes: “It is scarcely necessary
to observe that kailion anthropon is not
Christ, but is in direct contrast to ton
palaion anthropon, and denotes ‘the holy
form of human life which results from
redemption.’ " 1)

Righteousness and Holiness

Paul states that the “new man” is
created “in righteousness and holiness
of truth” (literally). What is meant by

“righteousness” (dikaiosyne) and “holi-
ness” (hosiotes)? Salmond notes that
Plato “defines dikaios as the generic
term and hosios as the specific; and he
describes the former as having regard
to our relations to men, the latter to our
relations to God.”11

Olshausen writes: “Dikaiosyne de-
notes the right relation inwardly be-
tween the powers of the soul, outwardly
to men and circumstances.” He further
states: “On the other hand, hosiotes
denotes . . . integrity of the spiritual life,
March, 1964

and the piety towards God which it
supposes.” 12

The word hosiotes occurs in only one
other passage in the New Testament,
Luke 1:75. There it is also connected
with dikaiosyne, only in the opposite
order. The basic meaning of the word
s “piety.” Thayer defines it thus: “piety
towards God, fidelity in observing the
obligations of piety, holiness.”13 Cremer
describes it as “holiness manifesting it-
self in the discharge of pious duties,”
and adds that “it denotes the spirit and
conduct of one who is joined in fellow-
ship with God.” 14

"Abbott-Smith, Lexicon, p. 334.

-Lexicon, p. 474,

-Lexicon, p. 610.

R. C. Trench Synonyms, p. 252.

rEphesians, p. 339.

[EGT, I, 342,

Op. cit., p. 220.

8ermann Olshausen, Biblical Commentary on
the New_ Testament (New York: Sheldon, Blake-
ma\nlb%i Co., 1858), V, 117.
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SERMONIC
STUDIES

o=

TOWARDS BETTER PREACHING

Sermonic Study Contest

What is the purpose of this contest?

It is twofold: first, to promote individ-
ual research and sermonizing in the field
of holiness preaching; and secondly, to
make available to holiness preachers
everywhere new and stimulating mate-
rial. The end in view of course is not
only to encourage holiness preaching but
enrich its content and increase its effec-
tiveness.

Who may enter the contest?

Any reader of the Nazarene Preacher,
of whatever denomination, exclusive of
professors of homiletics.

When will the contest close?

December 31, 1964. It begins
when this line is read.

What will be the awards?

The Grand Award will be a complete
set of The Pulpit Commentary, or its

now,

equivalent value in book credit
($109.50).
Second Award will be Alexander

Maclaren’s Expositions of Holy Scrip-
ture, plus Strong’s Exhaustive Concord-
ance, or their equivalent value in book
credit ($64.25).

Third Award will be Adam Clarke's
Commentary plus Hasting’'s Dictionary
of the Bible, or their equivalent value
in book credit ($42.50).

In addition there will
awards of $10.00 each.

What will
awards?

Every contestant must enter at least
three sermonic studies. The Grand
Prize will be given to the person who
submits the best three, and other prizes
accordingly.

be ten MERIT

be the basis of determining

What is a sermonic study?
Examples have been published in the
January and February issues of the
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Nazarene Preacher. It is not merely an
outline, nor is it a fully developed ser-
mon. It is an exegetical and homiletical
approach to a specific text or passage of
Scripture, containing the following fea-
tures:

1. Critical questions. These open the
passage by focusing attention on the
vital issues for both sound exposition
and homiletical development.

2. Exegesis. This is an attempt to
answer the critical questions in a schol-
arly manner, without regard to ultimate
sermonizing. Exactly what does the pas-
sage mean, and what does it teach?

3. Bibliographical aids. These consist
not only of careful documentation of
sources and quotes used in the sermonic
study but references for further reading
and study.

4. Homiletical approach. This is a
careful analysis of two or three preach-
ing possibilities in the passage which
would be faithful to the exegesis. This
section should not only suggest direc-
tions and possible titles, but include one
or more skeleton outlines. The ultimate
form of the outlines could be textual,
expository, or topical. But sound exege-
sis must

precede sermonizing, even
when a topical treatment is finally
chosen.
5. Ilustrative suggestions. This could

include one or more suitable illustrations
(unpublished or accompanied by copy-
right permission), or suggestions con-
cerning the nature of illustrative mate-

rial needed, and where it might be
found.
Though this indicates the format in

general, the comparative space devoted
to these respective features will of
course vary according to the nature of
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the passage and the judgment of the
contestant. The examples already pub-
lished are not presented as either ideal
or superior. It is hoped that these shall
be surpassed in quality by many of the
entries.

Who will be the judges?

The editor of the Nazarene Preacher
and two elders selected by the Nazarene
Book Committee.

How will
used?

The better entries will be published
in the Nazarene Preacher at the discre-
tion of the editor, and published
or disposed otherwise as the Nazarene
Publishing House may determine. En-
tries published monthly in 1964 will not
influence or determine final decision of
the judges. Award-winning entries will
be published in 1965. Basically the aim
will be to give to these sermonic studies
the widest possible circulation among
holiness preachers.

these sermonic studies be

What are the rules?

1. At least three entries must be sub-
mitted, postmarked not later than
December 31, 1964. As many additional
entries may be submitted as the partici-
pant desires.

2. All entries must be submitted in
triplicate, typewritten, and double-
spaced. Length must not exceed five
pages.

3. All entries must be original and
unpublished. An excessively large
amount (over 30 per cent) of quoted

material requiring copyright permissions
will disqualify an entry, as well as
quotations (of any amount) not properly
indicated and documented.

Sermons for

The Last Supper—

The Lord's Supper
1 Cor. 10:13-21

Scripture:

I. The Lord's Supper D eveloped from

the Passover Feast.

A. The Passover commemorated
the deliverance of Israel from
Egypt.
March, 1964

4. Single entries though not qualify-
ing for the contest will be considered
by the editor as any other manuscript
and if usable will be purchased at stand-
ard Nazarene Preacher rates.

5. All entries will be the property of
the Nazarene Publishing House at its
option. Manuscripts not desired will be
returned only if requested. Entries re-
tained by the House will, when and if
used, be accredited fully to their au-
thors, and (other than the winners of the
three major awards) will be paid for
at standard Nazarene Preacher rates.

6. Entries will be judged on such
factors as:

a. Suitability of passage chosen.

b. Insight into critical issues.

c. Scholarship, perceptiveness, and
clarity of exegesis.

d. Richness and aptness of homi-
letical suggestiveness.

e. Helpfulness and practicality of

illustrative and bibliographical
material.

f. General spiritual impact and
usability of the total study.

g. Format, including neatness,
spelling, and grammatical cor-
rectness.

7. Decision of the judges will be final.
Judges will hold themselves under no
obligation to explain or defend their
decisions.

8. AIll entries should be addressed to
Contest Secretary, Nazarene Publishing
House, Box 527, Kansas City, Missouri
64141. AIll entries will be assigned a
number and identifying marks removed,
so that judges will be wunacquainted
with the identity of the author.

Good Friday

B. The Lord’'s Supper commemor-
ates our deliverance from sin.
C. The Passover was observed

once a year, the Lord’s Supper
“as oft as ye do it.”

Il. The Paschal Lamb W as Typical of
Christ.
A. A perfect specimen (Exod. 12:
5: 1 Pet. 1:18-19).
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B. The blood meant perfect safety
for the Israelites.

C. The blood of Jesus today means
perfect safety for us.

D. Not a bone of the lamb was
to be broken (Exod. 12:46).

E. The same was true concerning
Jesus (John 19:36).

F. The lamb was to be eaten with
unleavened bread (Exod. 12:-
18).

G. Read from the Apostle Paul in
I Cor. 5:8.

IIl. Every Christian IS Obligated to

O bserve the Lord’'s Supper.

“As oft as ye ... in remembrance
of me.”
— William C. Summers

Rochester, New York

Complete Resignation
Scripture Reading: Mark 14:32-42

Introduction:

Beholding the scene of Gethsemane,
we cannot help but feel moved in
spirit. There is no suffering so in-
tense or trial so great but what we
can have victory. And this is the vic-
tory that overcometh the world, flesh
and the devil, even our unwavering
faith, and unchanging resignation to
His divine will. For our inspiration
let us view this scene in the garden
and profit by it.

l. Christ's Cruel Test. “1If
possible, the hour might pass from
Him.”

A. The great inner conflict (I Pet.
5:8).
The struggle: “Not my will, but
thine.”

B. The great, revealed condescen-
sion (Jas. 5:6).
Self-abandonment (Jas. 4:10).

Il. Christ's Crucial Travail. “Exceed-
ing sorrowful.”
A. The posture.
Prostrated under a tremen-

dous burden,
55:22).

B. The pathos.
Persisted in prayer under deep
physical anguish (I Pet. 1:16).

He bowed (Ps.

42 (138)

C. The patience (Rom. 3:10; | Pet.
4:19)
Duration of suffering, and fac-
ing death (I Pet. 4:16, 19).

IIl. Christ’'s Clear Triumph. “Thy Will.”

A. The consciousness of His Fa-
ther's help (Il Cor. 2:14).

B. The consolation He received
(Matt. 4:11).

Conclusion:

Some time or another we too will
experience our Gethsemane; we will
be as gold tried in the fire. Our atti-
tudes towards these fiery trials will
determine our personal triumph or
defeat.

Henry T. Beyer,Jr.

Sulphur, Louisiana

The Superiority of Christ

Scripture: Heb. 1:1-14

Introduction: Adam Clarke calls this
Epistle to the Hebrews the most im-
portant book of the apostolic writings.

It begins similarly to Genesis.

I. Christ Is Superior to the Prophets

A. The prophets were only human.
1. External in administration*
2. Ceremonial in character*
3. Preparatory in purpose*

B. Jesus was divine.
1. Internal in administration*
2. Spiritual in character*
3. Perfect in expression*

Il. Christ IS Superior to Angels.

A. Because He has a more excel-
lent name than they (vv. 4-5).

B. The angels adore Him (v. 6).

C. The angels were created by
Him (v. 7).

D. Because in His human nature
He was endowed with greater
gifts than they (vv. 8-9).

E. Because He is eternal (vv. 10-
12).
F. Because He is more highly

exalted (v. 13).
G. Because the angels are the
servants of God; He is the Son.

*Wiley, Christian Theology.
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Il. Christ IS Superior in Salvation.

A. Two ages given in verses 1 and
2: the first characterized by
the law of Moses, the second
by Christ and grace.

B. The atonement under the law
was temporary; that provided
by Christ was permanent.

— Wittiam C. Summers
Rochester, New York

The Redeemer's Cross

“Calvary”—Luke 23:33

Calvary is the pivotal
point of human history. The prophets,
sages, philosophers, military leaders,
world conquerors, and religious lead-

Introduction:

ers failed in solving the moral and
spiritual needs of man. Cyrus the
Great, Buddha, Socrates, Pericles,

Alexander the Great, Julius Caesar,
and others utterly failed. Only Cal-
vary’s cross has a panacea for the ills
of humanity. Dr. Bresee well said,
“No verse of Scripture is more than
three feet from Calvary.”

I. First of All, the Cross Assumes

and Recognizes the Fall of Man.
A. The intellectual powers are
darkened.

B. The emotions are polluted.

C. The will of man is perverted.

D. The conscience is seared, dead-
ened, defiled by sin.

There is universal evidence that

man is depraved.

Il. In the Cross We Find a M essage
and a Method for the W orld's
Salvation.

A Sermon

Job's Easter Prophecy

For 1 know that my redeemer
(Job 19:25).
Introduction: The text is a triumphant

liveth

utterance, an envisioned future, a
glorious hope.
l. Job’'s Positive Assurance—"For |
know.”
March, 1964

“Go ye into all the world.”

A. Vain philosophy will not meet
the needs.

B. Humanitarianism is social pri-
marily.

C. Education is intellectual rather
than moral and spiritual.

D. Legislation is a purely legal
process for the government of
society.

E. Moral reformation, without
saving grace, is not a complete
remedy.

Josiah was a reformer, but he
failed. Men’s hearts remained
unchanged.

F. But the gospel of Calvary:

1. Regenerates
2. Sanctifies
3. Transforms

4. Supplies proper motiva-
tions.
I, The Cross P rovides an Eternal

Hope and Blest A ssurance.

When we've been there ten thousand
years,
Bright, shining as the sun,
We've no less days to sing God's
praise
Than when we first begun.
Paul said: “1 determined
not to know any thing among you, save
Jesus Christ, and him crucified.” And
again, .. we preach Christ crucified
" So let us ever remember that
our salvation and hope are in a cruci-
fied Redeemer, not Christ a teacher,
example, healer, but the Crucified
One.

Conclusion:

— E. E. Wordsworth

Redmond, Washington

for Easter

A. Not perhaps, maybe, probably,
hope so, in his vocabulary.

B. It is knowledge with confidence,
assurance, certainty.

C. It is knowledge based on a re-
vealed fact (Gen. 3:15).

D. It is knowledge born of inner
conviction and spiritual en-
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lightenment. Who told Job?

God.
Il. Job's Knowledge of a Complete
A tonement— “Redeemer.”

It means “a near kinsman.”

A. Word “redeemer” means three
things:
1. To purchase in the market.

Ex. Negroes in the South-
land being sold at the block.
2. To buy out of the market.
3. To loose, or set free by pay-

ing a price.
B. Christ has purchased our re-
demption. We were in the
slave market of sin. He has

bought us out of the market.
He sets us free by paying the
redemptive price.

IIl. Job's Confidence in a Continuous

A dvocacy—"“My redeemer liveth.”

A. First, death is conquered.

B. Christ lives evermore (Rev. 1
18).

C. He is now our interceding High
Priest (Heb. 7:25; | John 2:1).

IV. Job’'s Personal A ppropriation—

Personal pronouns “1” and “my.”
A. Salvation is first personal.
Mrs. Job, Bildad, Eliphaz,
Zophar, Elihu did not appro-
priate; Job did.
B. Job was stripped of every-
thing else; then he prayed.
C. We may appropriate
grace:
1. For pardon (I John 1:9)
2. For cleansing (I John 1:7)
3. For power (Acts 1:8)
4. For human need (Il Cor. 12:

God'’s

7-9)
V. Note Job’'s Easter Prediction— “He
shall stand at the latter day upon
the earth.”

A. Christ will have the last word
—not Khrushchev and men of
his ilk.

Yes, verily! Blessed be God!
The devil now claims world
ownership (Matt. 4:8-9).

B. Job had a personal expectation
—“Whom | shall see for my-
self ...
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C. The Christian likewise will see
Jesus.
1 John 3:1-3
Phil. 3:20-21
I Tim. 4:6-8

Conctusion: If Job many centuries ago
had such a glorious Easter hope, we
have more assurance and knowledge
of Christ's resurrection. History and
consciousness affirm a risen Saviour.

But it is not enough to believe in the

e historic Christ; we must know Christ

and the power of His resurrection in
our hearts and lives. “He lives within
my heart,” said the song writer. Does
He live in your heart this morning?
—E.E. Wordsworth
Redmond, Washington

04 « IDEAS

THAT WORK

I Tried Something Different

With a that variety is
helpful and more congregational parti-
cipation should be encouraged, | tried
something different in our morning
worship service today.

The idea had been taking shape for
several weeks, and | began to make
definite plans for the service about two
weeks ago. Announcements were made
in the bulletin and from the pulpit that
today’s morning worship would be dif-
ferent. The song leader and special
singers were informed of their parts,
and the choir rehearsed the songs they
were to sing.

conviction

I typed an order of service and gave
one each to the song leader, special
singers, and pianist. The preliminaries
were cut shorter than usual, and the
announcements were brief. After | an-
nounced the theme of the service to be
“Faith,” the congregation stood and we
read responsive reading No. 39 from
Praise and Worship. 1 then preached
the first main division of my message.
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1. Natural Faith, or faith in the existence
of God (Heb. 11:60)

A. God has revealed himself to Chris-
tians through the Bible and Chris-
tian experience.

B. But to people who have neither of
these, God has revealed himself
through His creation.

1. Who can behold nature’'s bud-
ding forth in the spring, or the
heavens on a clear night, with-
out ...?

2. “Homing” instinct of salmon and
homing pigeon.

3. The immensity of God's great
creation—Hailey’s Bible Hand-
book, 1955 ed., bottom of p. 59.

Ladies’ duet sang “How Great Thou
Art,” and the congregation stood and
repeated the first stanza and chorus,
after which | preached the second main
division of my message.

Il. Saving Faith—To believe in Christ is
not the same, by any means, as

believing on Him for salvation
(John 3:16-18).
A. Many people stumble at the

very simplicity of saving faith.

B. Repentance is a prime requisite
—no tricks on conscience.

C. But | can, | will, I do believe—
a definite, volitional step of
faith.

The choir sang two stanzas of “Who-
soever Meaneth Me,” No. 330, and the
entire congregation then sang “1 Would
Not Be Denied,” No. 238. I then
preached the third main division of my
message.

1l Achieving Faith—expressed in Matt.
17:20.
A. Over problems—private, home,
and church.

B. The work of God—souls.
C. Jas. 5:16-18.

The choir sang “1 Will Make the Dark-
ness Light,” No. 214, and the congrega-
tion stood to sing “He Never Has Failed
Me Yet,” No. 148. This was followed by
the benediction.

Something on the order of this gen-
eral plan could well be adapted to many
devotional themes; and most congrega-
tions, | believe, would enter into it
enthusiastically.

March, 1964

As | sensed the good spirit, noticed
the response of our people, and ob-
served tears of joy on faces looking
heavenward, | was glad that in the
morning worship service today | Tried
Something Different.

Chester Pike

Pastor, Monticello, Ky.

MY PR BLEM

A Midwest Pastor Asks:

“How can | persuade my church
board to undertake the 10 per cent plan
for world missions when it is opposed
by the leading businessman of the
church on the grounds that we cannot
afford it?

A W ashington Pastor Replies:

I would use three means to approach
this problem:

1) Prayer. In private prayer | would
pray about this problem and ask God for

wisdom in finding a solution. In public
services | would consistently pray for
missions and for missionaries.

2) At least twice a year | would
schedule missionary speakers in the
church, and would show missionary

slides on two other occasions in public
services.

3) If circumstances permit, | would
ask this “leading businessman on the
board” to entertain the missionaries
when they come to our church. | have
tried this procedure and found that the
missionary succeeded where | had failed.

An Oklahoma Pastor Says:

I would prayerfully preach missions
to the extent that | would hope the
burden would be so intense until there
would be a ground swell of concern for
the program from the congregation to
the board until they would feel com-
pelled to go along. After all, the opposi-
tion numbers only one, and no one
person must stand in the way of God's
world-wide program of evangelism.
Second, | would pray much for the man,
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get as close to him as possible, and
through prayerful interest hope that he
would see the light and lend his influ-
ence to the cause.

A Kansas Pastor Suggests:

For a salesman to sell his products he
must present his goods, create a desire
for them, and then drive for a close and
receive the order. This idea could be
carried out to some extent through the
church by having a missionary to speak
to the church and present the product
(the work of the church through mis-
sions), create an interest by showing the
joy of sharing our gifts with others as
God gave His Son, then drive for a
close by asking the church to indicate
by show of hands who would be willing
to try the 10 per cent plan for one year
and “prove me now herewith, saith the
Lord of hosts.” Usually, while hearts
are tender and warm, their interest is
the highest for the subject presented.
With a good percentage of the church
showing an interest in the matter, the
pastor can then present the plan to the
church board as the desire and wish of
the church membership.

PROBLEM: How can an incoming pastor
tactfully deal with members who profess
not to believe in holiness, but who are

not only on the roll but in responsible
positions?
- Btm~~_Vy.-i_ 7z ~— - e
March, 1964
"Christ, the Lord, Is Risen

Today" (first appeared, 1739)

(Praise and Worship hymnal, No. 459)

Authorship:

Sometime during the difficult year
which followed the conversion of the
cofounder of Methodism, Charles Wes-
ley, he penned the lyric of “Christ, the
Lord, Is Risen Today,” consisting of
eleven stanzas. It first appeared in 1739
in Hymns and Sacred Poems. Some
alterations were made and several stan-
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zas were deleted by Martin Madan, who
in 1760 included this hymn in his Psalms
and Hymns. The Madan revisions have
come down through all subsequent pub-
lications of the hymn.

The “Alleluias” which have enhanced
its beauty and magnificence are not
Wesley's. It is possible that Madan
added these in his adaptation in order
to use the hymn tune “Worgan.”

It is remarkable to note that this
Easter hymn from the pen of Charles
Wesley, who is one of the greatest hymn
writers of all time and credited with
not less than sixty-five hundred hymns,
was not included in the Wesley Hymn-
book until 1830. Today “Christ, the
Lord, Is Risen Today” is recognized to

be among the greatest of all Easter
hymns.

Music

The tune: “Easter Hymn” (Worgan),

taken from Lyra Davidica, 1708. The
composer is unknown.

Available Hymn Arrangements

For Choir: AN-275, Christ, the Lord,
Is Risen Today, (SATB), arr. by Don
Whitman, 20 cents per copy

For Piano: in Sacred Transcriptions For
Piano, No. 3, arr. by Wilda J. Auld,
$1.75 per copy

Piano: in Easy Arrangements of

Favorite Hymns, arr. by Ethel Tench

Rogers, $1.00 per copy (a very simple

arrangement)

For Band and Orchestra Instruments:

in Hymn-Orchestration (4 books, $2.50

For

each). Book B for “B-flat” instru-
ments, Book C for “C” instruments,
Book D for bass clef instruments,

Book E for “E-flat” instruments.

Tithing

Tithing's not based on millions;
It's just percentage that counts,

Whether your income is five figures
Or earned in lesser amounts.

If you have earned but a dollar,
A dime must go in the plate.

Then you can know that you’'re giving
To God at His specified rate.

— Anonymous
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AMONG

Evangelism, in the Early Church

Brown, Stanley C., (Wm.
1963, 73 pp., $2.00)

“When our churches are not persecuted
or opposed and we get comfortable in our
secular society, we have ceased the task of
evangelism and we are on the way to ex-
tinction. But where the message is con-
stantly and faithfully proclaimed, there God
is able to work effectively and the results
are seen in spite of the opposition” (p. 24).

This is the sort of straight punch which
characterizes this small book. Yet it is not
an attempt to be startling, but sober and
practical. It is exactly what the subtitle
announces: “A Study in the Book of the
Acts of the Apostles.”

The purpose of the author is to show the
very real “scriptural basis for modem evan-
gelistic efforts.” He does this in a readable,
devotional, and warmhearted manner.

Though he does not discuss being filled
with the Spirit doctrinally, its necessity for
successful evangelism is stressed. It wasn't
until the disciples “gave up themselves after
days of prayer,” he writes, “that the Holy
Spirit entered.” Then he adds: “It was only
when they came to the end of themselves
that they came to the beginning of evangel-
ism” (p. 15).

He analyzes Acts to glean the message
which the Early Church preached, then the
methods used. In relating the events of Acts
to modern methods he shows a balanced
appreciation of both preaching and personal
work, teaching and visitation. All of these
components he finds clearly present in
apostolic methods, under the guidance of
the Spirit.

The book is designed for use by small
study groups. There are eight chapters,
each with questions for group discussions,
and projects for individual and group activ-
ity. (The ninth chapter is somewhat of an
appendix.) Some defects in the book could
be offset by careful handling, such as slight
fancifulness in interpreting Acts at two or
three points, and a rather naively opti-
mistic faith in the ecumenical movement
(p- 27). A double-negative jars the reader
on p. 37. But these minor defects notwith-
standing, the volume is a useful contribu-
tion to the current literature on evangelism.

B. Eerdmans,

March, 1964

BOOKS

The New Bible Survey

Eason, J. Lawrence, (Zondervan Publishing
House, 1963, 544 pp., $6.95)

The author of this book is not profes-
sionally a Bible scholar but rather is a
university professor of English and litera-
ture, even having prepared textbooks on
English composition.

However, as sort of an avocation, he has
been a Bible teacher for many years, and
the scholarly discipline represented by this
Ph.D. has been combined with the clarity,
accuracy, and interest of excellent teaching
proficiency, to produce a very practical and
useful volume in the field of Bible survey.
This is not a technical study for the ad-
vanced student but an introductory work
which can be used either in freshman col-
lege classes, Bible institutes, or placed
directly into the hands of intelligent lay-
men. The approach is conservative through-
out.

The volume is generously illustrated by
photographs. An adequate listing of selected
readings for additional study is given at the
end of each chapter. The material used is
quite up-to-date and includes references to
very recent archaeological evidences. The
volume includes an excellent bibliography,
part of which is annotated, and an index.

Men Twice Born

Compiled and edited by David R. Enlow
(Zondervan Publishing House, 1963, 147 pp.,
$2.50)

This is exactly what the subtitle suggests,
a series of remarkable true stories of lives
transformed. The unique feature about this
book is its contemporary nature. These are
not secondhand stories, dug out of old
volumes, concerning remarkable conver-
sions in previous generations, but concern
men most of whom are still alive and
active as Christians. They include an in-
surance agent, a construction executive, an
electrical wizard, a prosecuting attorney,
and many other flesh-and-blood men who
found themselves in desperate need of the
living Saviour.

Since the pastor is constantly looking for
good sermon illustrations out of life and
also for true stories to tell children and
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young people,
apparent.

the value of this book is

The Church and Modern Youth

Person, Peter B., (Zondervan Publishing
House, 1963, 147 pp., $3.50)

The author of this book presents what
he believes to be some helpful and practical
principles for guidance in the Church’s
ministry to youth. He avoids “ready-made”
suggestions, contending that the Church’s
youth program must be “made to order."
His book therefore limits itself to broad
principles rather than to prepared pro-
grams.

He demonstrates an understanding of
adolescence and its problems, and along
with it a sound evaluation of the role of
the Church in helping youth meet these
problems. For example, in his chapter on
the objectives of the Church in youth work,
he observes that “there is one serious
danger—that of developing a superficial
type of Christianity, a youth program whose
key word is fun.” He goes on to insist that
“the emblem of the church is a cross, not
a magician’'s wand” (p. 27). He sees the
ideal in youth work, therefore, not to be a
Christian adult, but rather a Christ-con-
trolled adolescent gradually becoming an
adult.

Mr. Person, for many years a teacher of
Bible, psychology, and education, now re-
tired, criticizes what he calls "identical"
worship services in the Sunday school and
the church. He believes this sameness in
form, with a teacher “preaching” to the
class, may be an explanation as to why so
many Sunday school pupils do not want to
attend the church worship service after
having attended the Sunday school meet-
ing. He thinks each service should have its
own distinct goal, and unique pattern. He
opposes the argument that intermediates
are too immature to be benefited by the
general church service. He declares, “If
the twelve-year-old cannot appreciate an
adult service, he is either mentally sub-
normal or else the pastor is guilty of feed-
ing intellectual giraffes” (p. 72). To which
this reviewer adds a hearty “Amen”

James McGraw

The Art of Christian Living

Heynen, Ralph, (Baker Book House, 1963,
171 pp., $2.95)

The author of this book, a hospital chap-

lain, has for some years contributed a
weekly column in his denominational
periodical. This book is a collection of
48 (144

these articles, which deal with problems of
mental health such as suggested by such
chapter titles as “Learning to Conquer
Ourselves,” “Living with Our Emotions,”
“Handling Our Tensions and Anxieties,”
“Developing a Sense of Values,” “Toward
Emotional and Spiritual Maturity,” and
many others. There are nearly sixty in all.

The value of the book is found in its
Christian orientation, as the author ap-
proaches nervousness and anxiety from the
standpoint of the minister rather than the
non-Christian therapist. In fact, several of
his chapters deal with matters of faith,
growth in grace, and spiritual maturity
rather than with mental hygiene. Its value
is definitely greater for the nontechnical
reader, the “unsophisticated” layman, (to-
ward whom the articles were doubtless
beamed originally) than for the reader well
versed in the techniques of Adler, Oates,
Menninger, Hiltner, and Wise.

The weakness is found in the author’s
attempt to cover as much territory as he

does in the amount of space he has. For
example, he writes twenty-one lines on
“Repression,” and one does not explain

such phenomena quite so easily or with
such quick dispatch. He makes no secret
of his Calvinist bias, stating on page 34
that one thing he likes about Calvinism
is that “there has always been room for a
rather wide divergence of feelings as well
as viewpoints.” Those not considering
themselves as Calvinists might possibly
question the accuracy of that statement.

The author also shows his lack of under-
standing of “Perfectionism” in Chapter 51,
“The Frustrated Perfectionist,” in which he
makes no distinction between neurotic
tendencies along these lines and a genuine
Christian “hunger for righteousness.” He
obviously does not think the Christian can
attain holiness in this life. He states in his
discussion of self-control, “I know we all
cheat a little.” With such theological and
moral concepts taken with a “grain of salt,”
there are many helpful principles offered
in the book.

James M cGraw

1/ Million
rL Dollars

in

Eafjter Offering
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AMONG OURSELVES

Recently in a seminary chapel service, Nelson G. Mink

quoted: “If at first you don't succeed look into the wastebasket
for instruction.” . .. Many a pastor has failed because he tossed
promotional material into the wastebasket . . . Our good judg-

ment (or poor) is seen in what we keep and what we throw
away. Some men keep the foam of inspiration and throw away
the solid gold of ideas ... Better keep the ideas, then generate
our own inspiration ... But if we run out of inspirational steam
we can heat our boiler quickly by studying the exciting statistics
on p. 17, then comparing them with figures on p. 21 . .. Any
dullness here would have to be in the reader . . . As a pastor
I have sponsored many vacation Bible schools ... In almost
every instance | was tempted by promotional and organizational
difficulties to abandon the project ... “Sorry, we just can’'t work it
in this summer” ... But in every case | and the whole church were
mighty glad we didn't—as we looked back afterward . .. “Yield
not to temptation [to omit V.B.S.], for yielding is sin [against
our boys and girls]” . . . March, this year, is the month of op-
portunity ... For Sunday school attendance drive ... For an
Easter Offering that will put us over 818,000,000 this quadren-
nium for world evangelism . . . For getting that special Palm
Sunday and Easter “Showers of Blessing” broadcast on that local
station . . . (There is still time to speak to your local station
manager, then wire Kansas City for the tapes—no charge, you
know) ... We should support the Spanish broadcast in prayer
too . . . fifty-nine extra stations will be carrying it this Easter
season in comparison to thirty-two last year ... P. 20 ought to
be titled “How to Put Spice and Sparkle into Pastoral Calling”

. . And double the effectiveness of each call too . . . Surely
we cannot allow the urgent call of Dr. Lawlor to fast and pray
during Holy Week for revival and for the General Assembly
to go unheeded!

Until next month,
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