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■Fm™. the-"? E D I T O R

Nibbled to Death 
by a Duck

r  I  ’ h e  l a t e  A. K. B r a c k e n  once said in a chapel talk at Bethany Naza- 
rene College, “ The most horrible death I can imagine is to be nibbled 

to death by a duck.’’
When you stop to think about it, there are certainly better ways to die, 

once the inevitability of dying is established. Hopefully, the experience will 
not be necessary in any of its forms, and instead “ the dead in Christ shall 
rise first; then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up together 
with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air” (I Thess. 4:16-17).

But the purpose here is not so much to discuss the best ways of dying 
nor the blessed hope of being translated in the rapture as it is to think of 
being “ nibbled to death by a duck’’ in its figurative sense.

Something about the metaphor strikes a response in the mind of the 
pastor who daily contends with the Satanic adversary and faces the threat 
of being devoured as by a roaring lion. When not facing that danger, he 
confronts powers and principalities, thrones and dominions, and wicked
ness in high places. With these he can cope, by God’s help, but he must also 
endure all the little, nagging nit picking, none of which is very serious or 
entirely dangerous, but all of which adds up to considerable stress and strain 
upon the human spirit. It is not unlike being nibbled to death by a duck.

He feels it when a teacher does not make it to his class on Sunday 
morning, and doesn’t bother to notify anyone in advance, and his class of 
young boys sits confused as they wonder how all this squares with holiness 
of heart and life. He feels it when a member of the church board misses the 
meeting unnecessarily and then finds fault with the decisions made in his 
absence. He feels it when he calls faithfully upon one of his elderly “ saints,” 
and listens for the first 10 minutes of his visit to a stern reminder of the time 
lapse since the last call, and then is regaled for the next half hour with tales 
from long ago which he has heard before (several times). He feels it when 
his dear “ hypochondriac” scolds him for not visiting her while she was sick 
— notwithstanding she admits she did not notify him of the illness. She 
is the one, by the way, who already has selected her epitaph for the tomb
stone. It will read: “ I told you I was sick.”
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He feels he has been nibbled when someone habitually spends the time 
in the praise service bemoaning the fact that “ we need so much for the 
Holy Spirit to come; we need revival that we might see God come and work 
in our midst,” when the truth is that souls are finding God, crowds are in
creasing, new members are being added, the winds of the Spirit are blowing, 
and some people do not recognize God when He does come.

He leads an intensive visitation campaign and someone observes that 
the pastor should spend more time in the study. He produces a series of 
expositional sermons demanding extra preparation time, and another 
suggests the pastor should visit more. He organizes the youth of the church 
in an aggressive program of spiritual activity, and someone thinks the older 
people are being neglected. He follows a strict program of regular visita
tion with his older members, and someone is sure to suggest that new people 
should be contacted.

A pastor can feel weary, and he is not sure why he feels that way. It 
is not any particular momentous issue, not some important decision, not 
one single life-and-death matter with which he struggles and spends his 
strength. It is a multiplicity of small things. It is the strain of the constant 
pressure of the nibbling of the little ducks. It isn t lethal, and it isn t even 
painful, but it adds in due time to an almost unbearable ordeal. Unbearable, 
that is, unless he reaches out to the Source of his strength for patience and 
grace to ignore it, and develops within himself the tolerance necessary to 
overcome it.

There’s a well-known saying, “ If you can’t stand the heat, stay out of 
the kitchen.” There ought to be one that suggests, “ If you can’t stand to be 
nibbled by ducks, stay out of the pastorate.” Pastoral ministry is a ministry 
to p eo p le ,  and where there are people there is likely to be some nit picking 
and duck nibbling. Thanks be to God, there isn’t really very much, but a 
small amount of this does seem like much.

The Church of Jesus Christ can be grateful to God for a stalwart corps 
of able pastors who take all this in stride, and love every minute of it. 
The blessings and compensations far outweigh the strains and the heart
aches, and they would not trade their pulpits for the highest-paying posi
tion in any corporation.

They have found the secret the Psalmist expressed, “ . . . when my 
heart is overwhelmed: lead me to the rock that is higher than I” (61:2). 
They know that, however tested their endurance may be, there is one en
couraging fact remaining. No one has ever yet succumbed by being nib
bled to death by a duck.

Those who champion the cause of holiness will do well to remember 
that the best and most effective personal testimony that they can give is 
also the simplest. Men can refute theory, deny doctrine— but three worlds 
bear witness to a life that is free from sin, and to a spirit that bears all 
things, believes all things, hopes all things, and endures all things in the 
spirit of love.

— Russell M etcalfe, Jr ., in Worship
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People who say, “ I didn’t get anything out 
of the service,”  are forgetting that true 
worship begins by giving ourselves to God.

Christian Worship: 
Dangerous or Delightful?

D a n g e r : D e t o u r  A h e a d , ”  is a 
warning sign seen in many com

munities today. This sign warns pedes
trians and motorists to slow down and 
be prepared to stop if heavy equipment 
is in the roadway. Good citizens pa
tiently endure this inconvenience for 
the sake of progress.

It is Sunday morning and the sign 
nailed to the church door reads, “ Dan
ger: People at W orship.” Of course 
this is an imaginary illustration, but 
there is a sense in which vital worship 
is dangerous.

W hat are the dangers associated 
with vital worship to God?

On the negative side, worship may 
mean no more than a weekly ritual of 
attending church services. Christian 
worship includes much more than just 
going to church, singing some hymns, 
and hearing a message.

There is also the danger of misunder
standing the meaning of worship. What

by
Barth Smith
Dean, Nazarene Bible College 

Colorado Springs

do we mean by Christian worship? Is 
the pastor a real leader of worship? 
W hat is the pastor trying to accomplish 
when he leads people to worship? The 
simplest definition of worship is God. 
Christian worship must always center 
in God and what we believe about God. 
For what we believe about God de
termines the manner in which we 
worship Him. If we believe God is 
divine, we will worship Him in ways 
which exalt and magnify His divinity.

Our word for “ worship” comes from 
a word which combines two other 
words: w orth  and ship. It means as
signing worth or value to a person or 
thing. In worship we ascribe supreme 
worth to God as the One who alone is 
worthy of our worship. Therefore we 
are not called to worship a pastor, peo
ple, or program. W e cannot just merely 
“ entertain” our people with good 
music and great preaching and con
clude that we have worship. Worship 
must go deeper than the mere perfunc
tory performance of religious rituals.-

There is the danger of distractions 
in the worship service. Babies crying, 
teens talking on the back pew, and 
adults discussing current events during 
the prelude are all signs of distractions 
to worship. It is important for the pas
tor to be a leader in worship. People 
may never go beyond the pastor’s con
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cept of worship if he displays a flip
pant attitude toward worship by talking 
to someone beside him on the platform 
during the prelude. This will tell the 
people in the pew that their pastor 
has little real concern for setting a wor
shipful mood in the service.

On the positive side, worship is giv
ing everything we have to God. W e 
worship by giving adoration, praise, 
money, time, and talents to God. Some 
people approach worship as if God is 
the only Giver. They come away from 
the worship service saying, “ I didn’t 
get anything out of the service.” We 
often forget that true worship begins 
by giving ourselves to God. Then we 
are ready to receive something from 
God.

Worship is also a preparation for 
service. In a real experience of worship 
we are com p elled  to d o  s o m e t h in g  
about the sin and misery in life. We 
can’t be content to sit still and do noth
ing. With Isaiah, we realize that wor
ship is not complete until we say, 
“ Here am I; send m e.’’

Worship is also our joyful response 
to God for who He is and what He has 
done in Christ. One cannot com- 
template what Christ did on the Cross 
without wanting to worship.

The pastor must be a leader of wor
ship. It is a dangerous undertaking 
because people have come to church 
desiring to be led in worship. The 
pastor’s mannerisms and messages re
flect his attitude toward worship. It 
is his responsibility to constantly re

mind the people of their responsibility 
to worship before they are adequately 
prepared to work and witness.

Christian worship means learning to 
worship God in spirit and in truth. In 
the Gospel of John we are shown the 
nature of God: “ God is a spirit: and 
they that worship him must worship 
him in spirit and in truth’’ (4:24). True 
worship occurs when our human spirit 
reaches out in worship of the Holy 
Spirit. This is the foundation of wor
ship. All other foundations are false. 
The foundation of feeling will not suf
fice. Feeling is often a result of real 
worship, but never the foundation for 
worship. W e worship God even when 
we don’t feel like it. God’s continuing 
presence in worship doesn’t depend on 
our feelings. Real worship occurs when 
we let the truth about God reach down 
below the levels of our minds and em o
tions and touch our spirits and wills. 
Then we may willingly and freely 
worship.

There is another sign posted along 
our streets which applies to people at 
worship: “ One W ay.” There is only 
one right object for our worship. God 
is the only person worthy of worship. 
He is the Way. The world worships at 
the shrine of many false gods today. 
The Christian must show the world 
that he is engaged in worshipping the 
true God.

Christian worship can be dangerous 
if approached in the wrong way, but it 
also can be delightful when God is 
worshipped in spirit and in truth.

Multiplication by any process but by the power of the Holy Ghost 
may mean numbers but not strength, the register of a graveyard and not 
a living army.

— P. F . Bresee
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We have a message that is sure 
and certain— that is what young 
people crave today.

Preaching That Builds Teen-agers

By Gordon Chilvers
Norwich, England

I t  is i m p o s s i b l e  t o  o v e r e s t i m a t e  t h e  

i m p o r t a n c e  o f  h a v i n g  in  o u r  c o n 
g r e g a t i o n s  t e e n - a g e r s  w h o  a r e  g r o w i n g  
u p  s p i r i t u a l l y .

They have seven brief years in which 
to prepare themselves for an adult life 
which is spiritually maturing. What 
sort of adults they will be depends 
largely on how well they do this prep
aration. They can become the great 
saints who honor God magnificently. 
They can be those who will always be 
giving trouble to us and to every per
son they meet.

In one way the church depends upon 
teen-agers for its existence. None of us 
is here forever. If the work of the 
church is to be carried on, it will be 
by the present and later teen-agers.

The problem of preaching so that 
teen-agers may be helped is urgent. 
Many of them are unsatisfied. They 
will try any activity or belief that will 
give them the satisfaction they crave. 
W hen they turn to drugs for it, they 
can be ruined for life. W hen they try 
sex, it can ruin others as well as them
selves.

Others are turning to the occult. In 
a recent radio talk Rev. Peter Ander
son spoke of the growing increase of 
interest in the occult among teen-agers.

He said he had been asked by head
masters to speak of its dangers at 
various schools. He spoke of one boy 
of 16 who tried one form of the occult 
after another. Each time he delved 
more deeply. He finished by going out 
of his mind.

For our teen-agers to have satisfac
tion, our preaching must have a ring 
of confidence and certainty. As one 
person said to a minister: “ Tell me 
what you believe. Don’t tell me your 
doubts. I have enough of them my
self.”

Absence of certainty in the pulpit 
has caused teen-agers to drop out of 
church. A liberal Old Testam ent scho
lar of world fame said to me recently: 
“ W e cannot keep our young people. 
You can.” My only reply was that we 
have a message that is sure and cer
tain. That is what teen-agers crave 
today.

Preaching can be enormously valu
able to our teen-agers. From it they 
can learn to find the will of God for 
their lives. They can enjoy a life that 
shows continuous growth. They can 
gain standards that will enrich them
selves and the nation at the same time. 
They can have ambitions which are 
noble. They can prevent wickedness
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that could engulf any nation.
True, for these purposes, preaching 

must have certain specified qualities. 
Also, if the preaching does not have 
them, then our teens can become drop
outs from the church.

What are these essential qualities 
of preaching that will build up the 
personal lives of our teen-agers?

Preaching that helps teen-agers is 
preach in g  that is relevan t to them  
today. How easy it is to answer ques
tions they are no longer asking, to 
speak of situations that are no longer 
their concerns!

When we are preparing our sermons 
we must try to see the teen-agers’ point 
of view. This may not be easy, especial
ly for us who have not been in that 
age bracket for nearly 40 years. Life 
moves quickly. Tremendous changes 
take place in teen-age thinking even 
over a few years. What concerns them 
in the seventies will not be the same 
as what concerned them in the sixties. 
For example, 15 to 20 years ago teen
agers expected to be entertained. Now 
they are more concerned with satisfy
ing their inner urges.

Yet unless we can read their minds 
and “get into their skins,” our sermons 
will not make the essential impact on 
their lives.

Effective preaching to teen-agers 
will meet them in their present situa
tion. They have tremendous problems 
to face that will not go away. Teen
agers must have an answer soon. If we 
do not help them to find solutions they 
can accept, they will look to other peo
ple. Many of these are only too eager 
to gain their attention and persuade 
them to accept their principles or lack 
or them. Yet most of them will lead 
teen-agers in the wrong direction.

Our preach in g  must g u id e  teen 
a g e r s  h ow  to f a c e  t h e s e  p r o b le m s  
squarely  and honestly, and to do it 
with confidence. Then, as they solve 
them, their problems can be bricks for 
building character and stepping-stones

to greater opportunities.
As we try to help teen-agers to face 

and solve problems we must be posi
tive. They must be sure, not only of 
what they ought to do, but also of how 
to do it rightly.

True, “ Christ is the Answer’ to all 
problems. Yet our teen-agers will ex
pect us to spell it out to them in some 
detail. These are four aspects of the 
way Jesus helps us to meet and solve 
our problems. As W. W iersbe put it: 
“ He gives us the strength to face our 
problems honestly. He gives us the 
wisdom to understand our problems. 
He gives us the courage to do what we 
have to do. He gives us the faith to 
trust Him to do the rest. That is how 
He solves my problems. Tell your 
young people what Christ can do.”

As w e p reach , w e must answ er the 
teen -ag er  s serious questions. They are 
trying to find direction, meaning, and 
purpose in life. It is inevitable that they 
should have many questions to answer. 
These are not new, but have been teas
ing men for many years: Who am I? 
Why am I here? Am I important? Is 
there any cause worth living or dying 
for? Whom can I trust? W here am I 
going?

Further, our teen-agers will have 
heard objections to certain aspects of 
the Christian faith. Not all their friends 
are Christians. Those who come from 
non-Christian homes will have heard 
a few statements unfavorable to Chris
tian beliefs. In their schools and col
leges they have heard teachers or lec
turers foolishly disparage the Christian 
belief or practice that they have never 
taken the trouble to understand. Our 
teen-agers may also have added a few 
queries for themselves.

W e can answer the questions by 
showing that Jesus, the universally 
reckoned Model Man, made praying 
His highest priority. After His busiest 
day, He rose early the next day to pray. 
He spent considerable time praying, 
even to one whole night at least. He
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prayed before He made each of His 
crucial decisions. Also He frequently 
urged His disciples to pray, especially 
that they should not give up when they 
did not see an answer immediately. He 
found no difficulty about God’s posi
tion, speaking of ascending to His 
Father.

T em ptation s will alw ays a fflic t teen 
agers just as they do older people. After 
they have mastered one form of them 
in early teens, they meet another in 
later teens. Our preaching must show 
them how to identify temptation, real
izing that Satan is either a roaring lion 
or an angel of light. Subtlety is his 
secret weapon. W e must show them 
how they can gain the available resour
ces and defeat him.

Sex is one of the most serious temp
tations that teen-agers have to face. We 
can help them by showing them a bib
lical incident how teen-agers have mas
tered this form of temptation. Joseph’s 
being tempted by Potiphar’s wife is an 
outstanding example of a young person 
gaining victory over a sex temptation 
when all the circumstances were favor
able to sin. It was his employer’s wife 
who invited him to sin. It appears that 
secrecy ruled. He overcame by insist
ing that the suggested action was sin 
against God, that it was a wrong against 
another man. He escaped from the 
scene of temptation as fast as he could.

Friendship is one of the teen-agers’

great needs as well as one of their acute 
problems. It can either make or break 
them. W hat guidelines do they have in 
choosing friends? W e can preach on 
the value or liability of friendship and 
show the essential qualities needed in 
a friend. David and Jonathan offer a 
relevant example of what one person 
can do to help his friend. The crucial 
point is this: Jonathan strengthened 
David’s hand in God (I Sam. 23:16).

Our p reach in g  m ust g iv e  our teen 
agers a w orking kn ow led g e o f  the 
B ible. They will need standards on 
which to build a life that glorifies God.

Especially must we preach the basic 
doctrines. But will doctrinal preaching 
not bore them? No, if it is presented 
in an interesting way. Indeed they are 
eager to know it. When one minister 
asked his teens what they wanted to 
learn more of from his sermons, he got 
the answer: "W h at we believe.”

Especially teen-agers must have 
right views about God. Our preaching 
must show them that God is more in
terested in their ambitions, questions, 
and problems than they are them
selves.

We must look to the Lord for help 
and use to the full all the knowledge 
we have or can gain. Then none of our 
teen-agers need become church drop
outs. Instead, we can look for the Lord 
to use our preaching to bring about His 
highest purposes in their lives.

The twentieth century will spend a good deal of its time picking out 
of the wastebasket things which the nineteenth century threw into it.

— Ernest Renan
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there’s GMU§IC 
in your ctjurch

The Stereo-phonic Choir

T h e  n e w  s o u n d ,  the new look— yes, 
the big sound and the big look for 

the coming day— can be the S tereo 
p hon ic  C hoir. Something new is needed 
for our church. Musical arrangements 
are helpful; new songs are exciting; 
but there is a lack in using the po
tential power of our people. This is 
neglecting the use of teens as a group 
in the choir for the morning AND even
ing services. Our youth are challenged 
today on every front: wars, Peace 
Corps, ecology, government, and on 
and on. W e must challenge them to 
see the battle of front-line action in the 
church. But alas, there is no room for 
them in most churches. Oh, perhaps 
we could use them once a month in the 
evening service, but the only thing 
which will grow once a month is our 
bills! W e could use the teens every 
Sunday night as the only choir, but 
this militates against the use of the 
adult choir and its wonderful gospel 
sound that is the heritage of the holi
ness church— the old evangelistic 
sound. The new up-front approach 
should be a combination of both the 
youth sound and the e v a n g e listic  
sound.

To build this new sound and new 
look we will need the singing power of 
many people: at least two choirs— adult 
and youth. Use these choirs together 
both morning and evening. However, 
to do this, a different seating arrange

ment will be needed. In order for the 
youth to keep their identity and yet be 
a part of the whole picture, the men 
should be in the center of the choir, 
tenors next to the teen boys and basses 
next to the adult altos. Then the adult 
sopranos would be to the left of the 
altos. On the other side of the choir the 
teen sopranos should be on the outside 
and the teen altos next to the teen fel
lows. This, then, becomes the stereo
phonic sound: the sopranos on the out
side edges of the choir, the altos next 
to the male voices and the male chorus 
a solid center group.

This plan will take a new type of 
dedication for the youth of our church. 
They must be challenged as never be
fore to be up front in the action-spot 
for this new projection of sound. For 
that matter, the adults will have to re- 
dedicate themselves if they have not 
been  accu stom ed  to sing in g  in the 
evening services. If we are to appeal to 
the world with a new, fresh look, it will 
mean total involvement!

The knowledge that it takes people 
to bring people and action to start this 
participation convinces me that we 
must fill our platforms with people. 
People come where the action is!

With great choirs expressing their 
God-given enthusiasm, a new emphasis 
will begin to take place. Remember 
that many churches are not built for 
this multiple-choir system and must,
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of necessity, redo the space for this 
proposed program. Look to the plat
form. Is there room for two choirs? For 
three? Is there room for children? Is 
there room for a great extravaganza of 
music participation?

Remember that involved and par
ticipating people will stay in the church 
program. I f  you use them , you w on ’t 
lose them ! It is imperative that we 
make a place for our youth who want 
to serve. To hold them, they must be 
busy. To use them, we will need space. 
To develop their Christian lives, they

White Is
\  s C h a r l i e  B r o w n  would say, “ I’m 

always sure about things that are a 
matter of opinion.”

So, with this in mind, let us discuss 
the robes of the choirs. There are many 
colors which look well in the new 
churches of today, beautifully harmo
nized with the church decor. Many 
have used black or dark colors, but 
have mentioned that this seemed life
less or too formal. This formality some
times creates a somber atmosphere in 
the service which detracts from the 
joyous evangelistic spirit. Modern man 
in this new age of color, sounds, and 
communication is responding to new 
ideas with readiness. We of the church 
must be ready to open our doors and ac
cept new ideas of dramatics and color 
to catch this educated interest of man. 
To bring people in, we must rethink our 
program, our colors, and our attitudes. 
To keep them in to serve, we must 
excite them f o r  service. To hold their 
attention, they must participate in the 
great cause.

First, then, they must be attracted to

By Ron Lush, Sr.
Song Evangelist 

Church of the Nazarene

must witness. How better to do this 
than to be up front in the action?

These two choirs, then, side by side 
(with the generation gap in between) 
will work together in the morning choir 
as a unit and in the evening will iden
tify as individual choirs with their own 
sound.

The stereo-phonic arrangement en
hances the renditions of choirs and 
instruments. It becomes a new tool 
providing the church with a highly 
dramatic and effective way to worship 
and to serve.

the Color
us. If people bring people, then what 
is it that first attracts people? W e must 
accept the fact that it is ACTION that 
brings them. This action and dramatic 
call must come from the platform. We 
cannot expect the minister to do it all 
alone. W e, the laymen, must find a way 
to help.

When friends are attracted by the 
action, interest, and participation in the 
church, what do they see? W hat will 
bring them back? What will help you 
to invite others in? W hat will impress 
them? What are you proud of?

Why not take a long look and see 
what others see as they enter your 
church? Is it beautiful? Is it colorful? Is 
it exciting? Does it compete with what 
the world has to offer? Is it worshipful? 
Every sanctuary, no matter how old 
or how small or how large, to some de
gree can be made beautiful, colorful, 
exciting, compelling, and worshipful!

Why not consider white for the choir 
robes of the great crowd of people 
which are up front? W hite is beautiful; 
white shows purity; white can be com
plemented with many colors: stoles of 
colors harmonizing with the colors in 
the sanctuary, each choir having its 
own identity.

Try it, you’ll like it!
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HE

OVERTONES
By Raymond C. Kratzer
Dist. Supt., Northwest Dist. 
Church o f the Nazarene

III. Dependability

D e p e n d a b i l i t y , in a very great mea
sure, is an “ overtone” of integrity. 

It is that quality of a person’s life which 
adds the grace note to his basic char
acter. It is the most prominent in the 
seemingly insignificant things that take 
place from time to time, rather than the 
major aspects of one’s deportment.

A teen-ager said to his minister with 
a glow in his eyes: “ Thank you so much 
for always being there! I know when
ever I see you, there will be a smile on 
your face, and assurance in your atti
tude. It’s so wonderful to have someone 
to depend on who you are sure will be 
there in the clutch.” This aura of “ de
pendability” is like a sweet overtone 
that enhances the entire symphony of 
life.

Many things a minister does are ex
pected of him. Often the pursuance of 
these tasks becomes rather perfunctory 
because they are done as a matter of 
duty. But if he does his work with the 
attitude of duty rather than delight, it 
will not only become a drudgery to 
him, but it will echo discord rather 
than sweet melody.

The manner in which a pastor ap
proaches the services at the church has 
a great deal to do with the importance 
of God’s house in the eyes of his con

stituency. It is always disheartening for 
people to get to church ahead of the 
pastor. His lack of promptness speaks 
of lack of planning or, worse yet, of 
something holding a place of prior im
portance than what takes place in the 
house of the Lord. It is not a bad plan 
for the pastor to make it a habit to be 
in church one hour ahead of any start
ing time, at least for all of the major 
services of the week, such as the Sun
day school and morning worship ser
vice, the evening service, the midweek 
service, and all revival services.

Even when a church has a custodian, 
the pastor should make it his job to be 
on hand sufficiently ahead of time to 
check on the heat, the lights, the un
locking of doors, the “ look” of the 
church as far as tidiness is concerned, 
and many other things. Of course, it is 
invaluable for him to be around to wel
come any newcomers who might be 
visiting, and who came early to service. 
Too, it should be a time of checking 
over the order of service, so that when 
“ meeting time” comes, there will be 
a sense of calm assurance that the pas
tor knows what is going on. All during 
the service there will be that haunting 
“ overtone” which will enhance every 
presentation and provide an incitement
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to come again and again.
Dependability has its foundation in 

sincere concern. It extends itself into 
every facet of one’s activities, and is 
especially valuable in the work of the 
ministry. No doubt the Apostle Paul 
had this in mind when he said: “ Giving 
no offence in any thing, that the min
istry be not blamed” (II Cor. 6:3). 
Promises made to people should be 
kept. This habit, if religiously followed, 
will cause the preacher to be esteemed 
most highly by those with whom he 
works. It is so easy to be careless in 
many situations and feel that you have 
le g itim a te  excu ses for not carrying  
through. But upon a closer examination 
there lurks an indisposition to go be
yond the line of duty, a willingness, 
rather, to settle for average perform
ance.

Dependability shines brightly in the 
area of confidences. People feel com
fortable with a pastor with whom they 
can share the secret burdens of their 
life, if they know they can depend upon 
him to bury them in his heart. Some 
men have such a quality of understand
ing at this point that one does not even 
need to advise them to not share con
fidential information. The indescrib
able awareness seems to exude from 
their personalities, born of wise and 
discreet performance. It is a sad com
mentary on any minister to have some-

T h ere  Is

T h ere  is a w ay to w ork and rest,
T o play  and love and pray ,

T h at turns the good into the best,
T h a t speeds the com in g  day.

T h ere  is a w ay  of m eetin g  pain,
O f b earin g  hurt and w rong ,

T h at lifts our losses into gains,
O ur sorrow s into song.

one say: “ I wouldn’t tell him anything, 
because I can’t trust him to keep con
fidences.”

In the greatest measure, the minis
ter represents the church. He is the 
primary symbol by which people judge 
this institution. When they attempt to 
“ tune in” to the complexities of spir
itual matters, they are prone to use the 
wavelength of the minister who is near
est to them. If his delicate spiritual 
mechanism is in proper order, they will 
receive a pleasant overtone of spiritual 
harmony that will strike a long lost 
chord in their searching hearts; for 
people are always searching for truth, 
for joy, and for inward harmony to give 
them peace and real happiness.

God is likewise searching for instru
ments who will transmit correctly His 
love and adequacy for needy people. So 
often we fail in this regard because we 
lack the “ overtone” of dependability. 
And this quality is not something which 
is given to us and which needs no atten
tion. It is rather a result of careful 
attention to the things that count most. 
A daily prayer life, a constant study of 
God’s Word, a consistent life of influ
ence, all contribute to keeping in bal
ance the strings of the soul, so that no 
discordant note sounds forth.

“ Bless ye the Lord . . .  ye ministers 
of his, that do his pleasure” (Ps. 103: 
21 ).

a W ay

T h ere  is a w ay to w alk w ith G od,
T o w hom  all souls b elon g;

T h at m akes the narrow  w ondrous broad, 
T he feeb le stran gely  strong.

T h ere  is a w ay — fo r m e, and n ow —
T o  w in new  life d ivine;

B efo re  the L ord  of L ife  I bow  
And ow n that w ay  as m ine.

A uthor unknown

March, 1973 11



FOR
MINISTERS

ONLY

W h e n  m y  c h u r c h  reversed their 
decision for the building that I 

had planned, my ship sank, but not 
without impulsive and vocal reaction 
from me. Immediately after, 1 was 
sorry, but I didn’t apologize then. How 
I thank God that with this experience 
came the realization, for the first time, 
of the absolute bankruptcy of my spir
itual resources, and the emptiness of 
my own heart!

I told God I was finished, that I 
could not go on in the condition that I 
was in. I knew I had to have some an
swers or get out of the ministry. I quit 
all the mad running that 1 had called 
“ work for the Lord” and locked myself 
in my study each day. There before 
God I opened my heart for His exam
ination and promised Him that, what
ever it cost to follow His will, I would 
obey if He would show me what was 
wrong.

I had not cried out of the anguish of 
my soul very long until God began to 
reveal the darkness and emptiness of 
my heart. He took me back several 
years and let me listen and see almost 
as by tape recording and photograph
ically the places and persons I had 
failed in my walk with Him. Although

W e reprint th e  fo llo w in g  con fession  
fr o m  a d en om in a tion a l m in ister’s m ag 
az in e w ith prayerfu l h eart searching. 
It cou ld  h ap p en  to any o f  us i f  w e fa i l  
to k e ep  ou r priorities, ou r prayer, an d  
ou r consecration . It is p r in ted  in a  co n 
d en sed  fo r m  only, b eca u se  o f  space. It 
is p rin ted  an on ym ously  b eca u se  it was 
so p resen ted  in origin.

it was humiliating beyond description,
I would admit the failure, repent of it, 
and promise to rectify the damage I 
had done, to the best of my ability. 
How clearly He showed me that the 
issue was not the wrong in the other 
person, but that I was responsible for 
my attitude and reaction to those who 
were wrong first! He showed it that it 
mattered little who was wrong first, for 
wrong was wrong whether it was first 
or last. I apologized more, wrote more 
letters of restitution, and retraced my 
steps more during those days than 1 
think I ever did in my life.

I was dying to the old dominion of 
self that I had allowed to again con
taminate my being. The Lord showed 
me that I had pride of possession, de
sired the praise and approval of men, 
longed for a bigger church for the sake 
of selfish ambition. He showed me 
that I had failed Him more in the light 
I had received than anyone else. He 
showed me that He judged by light— 
and 1 by sight— and since I could not 
know the amount of light others had 
received, my judgment was incorrect. 
The searching continued, and each 
time He showed me my failure and sin 
I admitted it and repented in tears. It
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seemed there would be no end, but 
there was, hallelujah! After this had 
gone on for some time, and I had 
obeyed the Lord in all that He asked of 
me, I was waiting on the Lord in my 
study asking, "Lord , what lack I vet?” 
when suddenly the Lord responded 
with flood tides of blessing that filled 
the whole room with the glory of His 
approving presence. Again the Holy 
Spirit came to cleanse and fill my un
worthy heart.

My tears of repentance and remorse 
turned to tears of rejoicing as His over
whelming fullness swept into my be
ing. There are no words to describe the 
preciousness, the joy, the assurance 
that I was owned, approved, sanctified, 
and made fit for the Master’s use. The 
change that followed was far more sig
nificant than the act of His infilling, 
for He had been given the temple, and 
now He proceeded to make it a place 
where He would exercise His loving 
rulership.

Hurry and worry fell off me like an 
old coat, and every temptation to put 
them back on was gently checked. The 
Bible became the living Word and my 
soul could never get enough. How 
He spoke to me and taught me through 
the Word! I had once looked for ser
mons; now I was shown that I was to 
feed my own soul because I was 
starved, and He would feed others as 
He desired out of a full and overflow
ing life. Oh, the precious lessons that 
came! I was to live only for His glory 
and His alone. Possessions were to be
long to Him, subject to His desire and 
expenditure. I was His steward, sub
ject to obey His command and to de
light in the privilege just of being 
counted worthy to be the vessel for His 
indwelling. My only purpose now was 
to allow Him to refine and purge me.

Worship, and not work, became the 
center of my life. He taught me that if 
I would always abide in Him, and live 
in the Source, all the work and expres

sion of fruit would be just the natural 
outcome of this union. Just as Jesus did 
nothing of himself, for himself, or by 
himself, my constant relationship with 
the Father was to be the same. I was 
to live for the Father’s glory, for the 
fulfillment of the Father’s purpose, in 
obedience to the Father’s will. I found 
Christ, not as my Helper, but as my 
Life. I ceased to labor, that the labor 
of Another might be accomplished 
through me for His glory. I ceased to 
speak, that the words of Another might 
be spoken through me.

Slavery, you say? Oh, no, glorious 
freedom, for I discovered that the foun
dation of the universe— demonstrated 
in the heart of God— is that getting is 
through giving, living is through death. 
The road of death to carnal self led to 
eternal life in himself. To lose our little 
all is to allow God to give us His all. 
When I released my grasp, thinking 
it would mean death, I found it was 
only for the purpose that I might fall 
into His abounding, abundant life.

I have come to know by experience 
w hat Jesu s m eant when He said, 
“ Whosoever will save his life shall lose 
it: and whosoever will lose his life for 
my sake shall find it” (Matt. 16:25). He 
is teaching me the spiritual laws of ac
complishment in His kingdom: not the 
old laws of trying, but of relying; not 
of doing, but of being the instrument, 
the channel, the vessel for His doing; 
not of struggle, but of resting in His 
sufficiency while I simply abide and 
obey.

This romance, this adventure is a 
constant source of joy and anticipation. 
The way of death is not easy. The way 
of daily dying to the natural man is 
often as difficult as the initial death to 
the carnal man, but the way of the 
Cross is glorious because of the joy of 
union with Him who dwells within. My 
cry is, “ Lord, I cannot, but am willing 
to be made for Your glory all that 
divine grace and power can make me. 
Lead on, O King Eternal.”
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College youth were asked to 
rate the pastors they have known

Pastor, How Do You Rate?
" P  A ST O R , IT  S GRADIN G T IM E , t i m e  t o  d o

some evaluating, time to discover 
how you rate. The following report is 
the result of a brief survey conducted 
at Northwest Nazarene College in one 
of the freshman classes. The students of 
the class were asked to write briefly 
about the following:

1. Pastor “ A,” who will represent 
your favorite pastor, and why.

2. Pastor “ Z,” who will represent 
your least favorite pastor, and why.

3. Pastor “ X ,” who will represent 
the pastor who has contributed the 
most to your life, and why.

Since it would be impossible to re
late everything that these students in
cluded in their evaluations in the space 
allotted, I am including only the top 
10, determined by the degree of repe
tition in their papers. They were as 
follows:
P astor" A ,” who represents the favorite 
pastor:

1. He preaches strong sermons.
2. He is spiritual (Christlike).
3. He is industrious.
4. He projects love.
5. Students can talk to him about 

ev ery th in g  (esp e cia lly  th e ir 
problems).

6. He is acquainted with the Bible.
7. Fellowship with the people is 

high on the priority list.
8. He is understanding.
9. He is active with young people.

10. He loves and appreciates his
wife.

By Bill Russell
Pastor, Eagle, Idaho

P astor “ Z,” who represents the least 
favorite pastor:

1. He is too strict (not flexible).
2. He is too competitive (statistics 

are all-important).
3. He has continuous family prob

lems— with both wife and chil
dren.

4. His sermons are weak— they 
contain only the “ milk’ of the 
Word.

5. He is conceited (he knows it all).
6. He is two-faced.
7. He is too dogmatic.
8. He is suspicious (especially of 

young people).
9. He is immature.

10. He has no sense of humor.

Pastor “ X,” who represents the min
ister who contributed most to their 
lives:

1. He preaches good sermons.
2. He is a good pastor.
3. He cares.
4. He has a genuine concern for 

young people.
5. He spends much time in prayer.
6. Visitation is high on his priority 

list.
7. He is industrious.
8. He is positive.
9. He has a wonderful family.

10. He is helpful, but he is not al
ways approachable.

Twenty percent of the students 
stated that Pastor “ A” and Pastor “ X ” 
are synonymous (their favorite pastor 
was also the pastor who had made the 
greatest contribution to their lives). 
The major difference between Pastor 
“ A” and Pastor “ X ” seems to be ap- 
proachabilitv.
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The pastor of most worth, the pastor 
who is exercising the greatest influence 
for good in the lives of these young 
people is Pastor “ A” followed closely 
by Pastor “ X .” But there is no place in 
any church, anywhere, anytime, for a 
Pastor “ Z.” The fact that 24 of these 
youth had negative experiences with 
a Pastor “ Z” should cause some alarm 
among preachers, since the majority 
of these students are from our Christian 
homes. We may attempt to rationalize, 
shrug our shoulders, or explain it away,

but personally, since receiving these 
evaluations, I’ve been doing some se
rious soul-searching.

We cannot rationalize that these are 
irresponsible kids who are trying to 
pick the establishment apart. These 
are Christian young people who appre
ciate a good pastor, but whose hearts 
are also grieved by the actions and at
titudes of a Pastor “ Z” who has brought 
them only disappointment and disil
lusionment.

Pastor, how do you rate?

Little is known of William Tyndale’s 
early life, but more than any other 
one man he deserves the title Father 
of the English Bible

Che father of the English Bible
T t  is i m p o s s i b l e  to calculate the moral 
-*■ and spiritual good effected by the 
diffusion of the English Bible. No 
other single factor in the history of the 
English-speaking peoples of the world 
contributed so much to their achieve
ments in industry, education, juris
pru d en ce, and co lo n izatio n  as the 
English Bible. It is written into their 
laws; it determined largely the content 
and spirit of their constitutions; and 
through these peoples, and especially 
their missionaries, it has brought im
measurable good to the nations of the 
world. How fitting it was on Christmas 
Day, 1969, that three American astro
nauts circling the moon, and seeing a

By Herbert McGonigle
Pastor, Leeds, England

little more of the vastness and beauty of 
God’s creation as the frontiers of space 
were pushed back, should have ex
pressed their wonder and admiration 
in the sublime language of Genesis l!

Whatever version of the English 
Bible we pick up and examine— wheth
er Authorized, Revised Standard Ver
sion, N ew English B ib le, or any one of 
a score or more of modern translations, 
all of them owe an incalculable debt to 
one man— William Tyndale. More 
than any other translator, he deserves 
the title— Father of the English Bible.

Very little is known about Tyndale’s 
early life; even the exact year of his 
birth is uncertain. It is generally taken 
to be 1484, making him one year youn
ger than Luther. His home was some
where near the Welsh border, probably 
Gloucestershire. The first place that

March, 1973 15



can he named with certainty is Mag
dalene Hall, Oxford, where we find 
him assiduously engaged in the study 
of Greek. It is known that in 1503 and 
for the next two years, Colet was lec
turing at Oxford on the Pauline Epis
tles. These years would correspond 
with Tyndale s years as an undergrad
uate, and there is little doubt that he 
was an eager listener to these remark
able expositions.

He is next heard of at Cambridge, 
attracted there by the teaching of Eras
mus. Under him, Tvndale made further 
progress in Greek and his name is 
found in a roll of Englishmen who at 
that time were considered competent 
in the language. At Cambridge he "w as 
further ripened in the knowledge of 
God’s Word,’’ as that quaint old chron
icler John Foxe put it.

On leaving Cambridge, Tyndale was 
appointed tutor to a wealthy family in 
Gloucestershire. It was 1521. Great 
movements were stirring in Europe 
and especially in England. It was but 
four years since Luther had nailed his 
theses to the door of the church in 
Wittenberg, yet there could be heard 
already the first rumblings of the ap
proaching storm that was to shake the 
foundations of the Roman church and 
give birth to Protestantism. In the 
many discussions on topical events that 
took place in the Manor House where 
Tyndale was tutor, his knowledge of 
Greek made him a disputant to be 
feared in matters of faith. Fully in 
favor with Luther’s protests, Tyndale 
began to be regarded as a dangerous 
heretic.

One controversial clash must be 
mentioned: Tyndale was in close de
bate with a Roman Catholic divine 
when the latter, unable to withstand 
his opponent’s arguments, burst out, 
“ W e were better to be without God’s 
laws than the Pope’s.” Expressing the 
great purpose already kindling in his 
heart, Tyndale replied, “ I defy the 
Pope and all his laws and if God spare

my life, ere many years, 1 will cause a 
boy that driveth the plough to know 
more of scripture than thou doest 1 

(Continued on page 17)

Practical 
Points

that make 
a difference

He Is “High” on Men!

D e a r Son:
O ur new  p astor has really  m ad e a d if

fe re n ce  in our fellow ship b ecau se he is 
“ high” on m en. T h at d oesn ’t m ean  that 
the w om en  take second p la ce , but it does  
m ean  that he realizes that the w inning of 
a m an usually m eans the w inning of a 
fam ily.

I n oticed  that he w as taking our m en  
and new  p rosp ects out to  lunch  and asked  
him  how  he fin anced  it. H e rep lied , “ I 
pay for it, for it is an investm ent that pays  
big dividen ds.”  R ight th ere  and then  the  
board  set up a fund for the p asto r to use 
at his d iscrim ination .

This last m onth , three fam ilies w ere  
w on to  C hrist and to the ch u rch . As they  
w ere taken  into m em bersh ip , I could  not 
help but rem em b er that it w as b ecau se  a 
co n cern ed  p astor w as w illing to  give of 
him self in the breaking of b read — m an to 
m an. And the H oly  Spirit honored  his 
w itness.

Son, e a t w ith  them  at the fa c to ry ; take  
a sack lu n ch ; break  bread  at a re s tau ran t; 
buy them  a steak — and talk ab ou t Jesu s. 
It w ill win souls, build you r ch u rch , and  
g et your m en involved w ith  your co n cern .

Love
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H arold 0 . Parry, editor
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Witnessing Will Win
By General Superintendent Jenkins

If you were Satan, would you work especially hard to discourage and 
defeat ministers?

Evidently he does. Temptations toward discouragement over church 
and personal finances, declining church attendance, defeated and some
times disenchanted church members, a sense of frustration and failure in 
one’s preaching ministry— these, and countless other temptations, are 
faced by many and perhaps by all preachers at times.

One of Satan’s most subtle ruses is lulling preachers into the false 
conception of thinking that working and inviting people to church services 
and Sunday school, and following the routine of pastoral visitation, is the 
same as personal witnessing and soul winning. There is no substitute for 
personal soul winning. A strong evangelistic pulpit ministry and the oc
casional revival, as good and necessary as these are in the life of the church, 
cannot take the place of personal soul winning. Every preacher must wit
ness to and win others to Christ, apart and aside from the pulpit. One 
who daily strives and wins others to the Saviour will enjoy the benefit of 
pastoring and preaching to a growing church— a church which has the 
excitem ent of new converts and an increasing number of unsaved in its 
regular services.

When the genuine revival which we seek and for which we pray occurs, 
it will begin when we, the ministry, become totally and fully involved in soul 
winning.

One hundred thousand souls won to Christ and received into the mem
bership of the church by Decem ber 31, 1973— a worthy and challenging 
goal! Just ambitious talk? No, it can become a reality if ea ch  on e o f  us really 
becomes a soul winner and leads his people in soul winning.

Witnessing to and winning others to Jesus— our privileged responsibil
ity during this year of Key 73! Every unsaved person on the North American 
continent deserves the privilege of hearing the claims of the gospel at least 
once.

W e can witness and win others to our wonderful Lord. W ITN ESSIN G  
W IL L  WIN!
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f  RESOURCE BOOK ■ [ >  7 J
At your fingertip— a wealth of evangelism aids, ideas, and inspira- 
tion never before assembled in one place. Of particu lar interest 
are the denominational and independent witnessing programs, a 
bibliography on church growth, and a directory of audiovisual 
evangelism tools. 244 pages, 8V2 x 11” , punched fo r three-ring 
binder. Paperback.
Key 73 is a continent-wide evangelistic thrust that should involve 
you. This book w ill show you now.

$3.00

tCAtydjOLQ " t eds  - for  eA)&lQ  dQXj 3 .

witnessing tool. Colorful artwork combined with 
scripture provide a convincing five-step presenta- 
salvation. Use as handouts, enclosures, and con-

VE-24 Regular Package of 100 for S3.00
VA-24A Youth Package of 100 for $3.00
VA-24 Children— "Really Living"

Package of 20 for $1.40; 
5 pkgs. for ONLY $5.00 

Life in the S p irit"— six steps to
entire sanctification Package of 20 for $1.40; 

5 pkgs. for ONLY $5.00

CHRISTIAN WORKER’S 
GUIDE

C o m p iled  by  V . H. L e w is  
Valuable when doing personal 
work. Stairstep pages provide 
instant reference to basic scrip- 
t  u r e s relating to  salvation. 
Pocket-size. 36 pages, paper.

60c

THAT YOU MIGHT 
HAVE LIFE

The Gospel of John in which 
the plan of salvation is out
lined by turn ing to 12 un
derscored verses. Pocket- 
size.
TE-500 15c; 12 for $1.50;

100 for $10.00

BEACON COUNSELING SERIES
Attractive, pocket-size books, 
each giving a clear, concise ex
planation of its  subject. Suit- 

p $ lg m  able to leave with those with 
f i  whom you may be dealing.

YOU CAN BE SAVED
Roscoe Pershall 

NOW THAT YOU’RE SAVED
John E. Riley 

YOU CAN BE SANCTIFIED WHOLLY 
Ross E. Price 

25c; 3 for 70c; 12 for $1.95

YOU'LL LIKE BEING 
A CHRISTIAN
By C. William Fisher. Appropri
ate to give to the non-Christian. 
Emphasizes the joy and assur
ance a right relationship with 
God gives in these days of un
certa inty. 42 pages. Paper. 

50c; 3 for $1.25; 50 for $15.00

CM-L1NG OUR CONTINENT r0
CHRist

PUBLISHING  HOUSE
Post O ffic e  527 , Kansas C ity , M is s o u r i 64141

THROUGH PEOPLE v.\K£ us

“LIFE CAN HAVE MEANING” BOOKLETS i A unique, effective 
b rie f messages and 
tion o f the plan of 
versation pieces.

A v a ila b le  in  these
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— Focus on following Jesus.

— Consider special Holy Week plans.

— Make Easter attractive as a spiritual cele
bration.

— Use the week’s momentum and Easter s 
drawing power to build a great Easter 
attendance.

— Report both your Palm Sunday attendance 
and Easter attendance.
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A P ra c tica l A pproach  to 

Your New Assem bly Year

-  t o ’S

A fa ith fu l c o m p a n io n  th ro u g h o u t  
'ie ye a r fo r  re c o rd in g  in fo rm a t io n  
n e e d e d  to  c o m p le te  y o u r  a n n u a l 
d is t r ic t  re p o rt.

FOR W EEKDAY-
A s ix-day w ork  
schedule chart for 
keeping notations on 
calls, appo in tm en ts , 
and meetings.

FOR SUN DAY-A full page 
for recording sermon theme, 
text, songs, special music, 
announcements, attendance, 
and offerings and summa
r iz in g  p re v io u s  w e e k ’s 
activities.

OTHER F E A T U R E S - M o n th ly  E x p e n d itu re  R eports, M e m b e rs h ip  and S u b s c r ip 
tio n  R ecord  —  id e n tic a l to the  “ A n n u a l R e p o rt o f P a s to r"  fo rm . A lso  in c lu d e s  
ca lend ars , sheets fo r  re co rd in g  c h ild re n  d e d ic a te d , fu n e ra ls , m arriages, ba p 
tism s, nam es and addresses, and sum m a ry  o f yea r's  a c tiv itie s .

All m ateria l com es in a quality, fine -g ra in ed , leatherette , s ix -r in g  b in d e r w ith  handy s to rage p ocke t 
in back. Pocket-s ize , 7% x 4% x 7/s"; W  rin g s  w ith  push open ”  b u tto n  at end. Takes 71A  x 4'A", six- 
ring fille rs .

MINISTER S DAILY WORKBOOK may 
be started any tim e of the year. How
ever, begun with your NEW assembly 
year and used consistently throughout 
the fo llow ing 12 months, it w ill provide 
fingertip  inform ation for meeting the 
deadline of next year's annual report. 
Ideal for inserting sermon notes too.

R-52 CQm plete Set o f B in d e r and In s e rts ............O N L Y  $4 .0 0

F o r th e  2 ,500  p a s to rs  n o w  u s in g  th is  “ W o rk b o o k ”  . . .

R-51 Annua l R ep lacem ent R e f il l ........................................... $1.50

R-53 A ddress S h e e ts ..................................... Package o f 20, 25c

R-88510P Plain F i l le r ..................................... P ackage o f 50, 35c

R-31011 B in d e r ............................................................................. $3.25

N A Z A R E N E  P U B LIS H IN G  H O U S E
POST OFFICE BOX 527, KAN SAS CITY, M ISSO URI 64141
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^ f ^ i T H E  
UTTERMOST

PART 
OF 

THE 
EARTH

Friday, March 2, 1973
•  Make March 2 a day of total commitment to prayer in your church.
•  Use the special requests given in the February issue of the “Other 

Sheep,” and “The Secret Place.”
•  Consult the January-February-March edition of “Council Tidings” 

for suggestions of different activities for the day of prayer.



CHRISTIAN SERVICE TRAINING

WITH A PURPOSE
IN THE ROCKIES

(July 9-13, 1973)

IN THE SMOKIES
(August 6-10, 1973)

Courses Available
For Adults 

D are to D isc ip line  

C reative Teaching M ethods 

C onservation of Converts 

New Testam ent Evangelism  Today 

H om e B ib le S tudies 

B ib le Holiness

For Teens 
Youth and Drugs 

Teens and Devotions

For Children 
Planned A c tiv itie s  from  9 to 12:30 

each day

For further information write 
Christian Service Training

6401 The Paseo 

Kansas City, Mo. 64131
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MORE PEOPLE ARE LISTENING MORE TO RADIO

NEW YORK (NRB) - Figures issued by Brand Rating Re
search Audience Studies, New York, show that almost 
146 m illion  people listen to radio during a week and 
they lis ten  an average of three hours and three minutes 
per day.

These figures are incorporated in a new RADAR (Radio's 
A ll Dimension Audience Research) study. They com
pare w ith  two hours and 45 minutes of d a ily  lis tening 
by 141 m illion  weekly radio users revealed in the pre
vious RADAR study conducted in the spring of 1970.

Other find ings in the new RADAR study: The average 
quarter-hour radio audience throughout the week is a l
most 25 m illio n , as against 21.7 m illion  in the 1970 
study, and in an 18-hour day (6 a.m. to  12 m idnight), 
77.3% of a ll people listen to  radio, compared w ith  74.3% 
last spring.

The seventh nationwide RADAR study was conducted 
through 27,000 successive da ily  phone interviews of 
a sample of 3,942 persons aged 12 and older.

r  T H E  * * * * * *  m h o m
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STEWARDSHIP

M i l l i o n s  a w a it  
THE MESSAGE OF THE 
CHRIST OF THE CROSS

“He . . . spared not his own 
Son, but delivered him up 
for us all. ” Romans 8:32

“. . . who loved me, and 
gave himself for me. ”

Galatians 2:20

OUR GIVING 
HELPS SEND THAT MESSAGE
Easter Offering Goal—

o o o

for World Evangelism



It’s time to order REPLACEMENT FORMS

R-165 OFFERING REPORT BLANKS (55 tr ip l ic a te  fo rm s; 2 carbons), package of 165 2.00
R-163 CASH DISBURSEMENTS and RECEIPTS JOURNAL, package of 25 .95
R-164 LEDGER SHEETS (For Local, D is tr ic t,  General, Etc., B udgets), package o f 25 .85
R-151 MONTHLY REPORT FORMS (13 Each o f Summary, E xpenditures, Budget

Progress Form), package o f 39 .75
R 168 INDIVIDUAL GIVING RECORD SHEETS, package o f 25 .50
R-169 DIVIDERS, set o f 8 .50
R-149 THREE-RING BINDER 3.95
R-150 COMPLETE (w ith  B inder and F ille rs) 6.95

PASTORS OF CHURCHES not yet using th is system - c o n 
sider the advantage of these outstanding features to your 
local situation:

1 Offers simplified accounting, understandable even to those 
with no formal bookkeeping training

2  Gives a detailed financial picture of each department and 
auxiliary of your church

3 Provides the pastor with all needed data for preparing his 
annual report

Flexible in its use for any c h u rc h -la rg e  or small

A Self-contained Record Book fo r M aintaining the Unified  
Treasury System

N A Z A R E N E  P U B L IS H IN G  H O U S E
POST OFFICE BOX 527, KAN SAS CITY, M ISSO URI 64141



BENEVOLENCE

f a c e s  r e p r e s e n t  
5 ,476  ministers who have  

“double coverage” life insurance because 62  
districts paid at least 90 percent of their Pensions 
and Benevolence budget for the 1971-72  assem bly  
year.

that 921 m inisters do not have “double 
coverage” because 10 districts did not 
pay 90 p er-cen t of their budget.

W e can draw  a S M IL E  on 
the face  of every eligible  
m inister if every district 
will pay at least 90  per
cent of its Pensions and i 
Benevolence budget for the 1972-73  assem bly year.

March, 1973 16m



CHURCH SCHOOLS

, n ^ « *  C r a d l e  * 0 / /

9ngeli$rr)
A Person-to-person Ministry of Caring 

MAY 6— BABY DAY

apitalize on the CRADLE ROLL 

dvance with the CRADLE ROLL 

evitalize with the CRADLE ROLL 

E  vangelize thru the CRADLE ROLL

1972
° M A M R L

C hurch  of the N azarene

Contains all the new legislature enacted  by the 
delegates o f  the 1972 G eneral Assembly.

The official sourcebook of the history, doctrine, 
ritual, and polity of the Church of the Nazarene. 
Bar-thumb indexing provides instant reference to
12 different sections.
Every Nazarene home will want a copy of this
1972 edition. Churches should order a quantity 
for presenting all new members. Durably bound 
in black cloth board with gold-stamped title.
Price! thghtly higher outside the Continental USA. $2.00; 12 for $21.00

O rder from  your

NAZARENE PUBLISHING HOUSE
Post Office Box 527, Kansas City, Mo. 64141



It is not too late for your church to be part of 
the exciting thrust in outreach that will see 100,000  
souls won to Christ and the church this year.

O utreach m aterials are available from the D e
partm ent of Hom e Missions. Just ask for the free 
Outreach Packet.

DEPARTMENT OF HOME MISSIONS 
6401 The Paseo Kansas City, Mo. 64131

March, 1973 16o



CHURCH SCHOOLS

When circumstances change
THE HOME DEPARTMENT

is prepared to serve

It’s great 
when golden

years are 
happy

lake your 
target

iVANGELISM

M f p i i l

--------------  ORDER FORM -------
D a te ________________________ 19

Please send item s as ind ica ted  below:

_______NEW TESTAM ENT EVAN G ELISM  TO DAY $1.50

Textbook by W esley Tracy

_________  Leader's G uide .50
One sent at no charge  w ith  each o rde r of 
5 or m ore  texts

TOTAL

SEND TO: 

S treet 

C ity _____

S ta te /P ro v in c e --------------------------------------------------------- -— — —  Zip

CHECK OR M ONEY ORDER Enclosed $ -----------------------------------

CHARGE (30-day) TO: □  C hurch □  SS □  NYPS □ ________(o ther) A cc o i

Please give location and name of church

C hurch Location (C ity) ----------------------------------------- (S tate) ---------

C hurch  N a m e -------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

SEND B ILL  T O :___ ______________________________________________________

S tre e t-------------------------- ---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

C i t y -------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

S ta te /P ro v in c e _________________________________________ Zip



Use tl?e
APRIL 
Issue of
ETC

to Reach Young People Where They Are!

It’s on newsprint.

It’s contemporary.

It’s evangelistic.

It’s related, but not 
restricted, to Easter

theme.

Use this convenient coupon TODAY and order a supply 
for d istribution in your community.

Date ___ __________ , 1973

Please send________ copies of ETC., April, 1972, at 16c each.

SHIP TO: _______________________________________________________________________
Street _____________________________________________________________
C ity _______________________________ ______ ____________ _________________________
State/P rovince_________________________________________________ Zip _____________

CHECK or MONEY ORDER Enclosed $_____________

CHARGE (30-day) TO:
Church location (city) 
Church n a m e ______

□  NYPS □  SS □  Church □  Personal 
----------- -----------------(state/province)______________



EDUCATION

MEMO: TO ALL NAZARENE PASTORS 
FROM: THE SECRETARY OF EDUCATION

C O N FID EN T IA L
• Enrollm ent at Nazarene colleges decreased last fall 
by 264 students. L e t ’s reverse this trend . . . our future as 
a denomination depends upon it!

• Recent surveys indicate that for every Nazarene 
student attending a Nazarene college there is a Naza
rene student attending a non-N azarene institution. 
M any others don’t even attem pt to attend any college. 
L e t ’s improve this situation . . . our future as a de
nomination depends upon it!

• A layman of another denom ination who recently gave 
a substantial sum of money to be used for scholarships 
to recruit Nazarene students for Nazarene colleges ex
pressed himself as disturbed that Nazarene pastors were 
not more active in recruiting their own young people to 
attend their own Nazarene colleges. Let s change this

* image . . . our future as a denom ination depends upon it!

Send a com plete list of all prospective students in your 
church to your Nazarene college . . . TO D A Y!

Edward S. M ann 
Secretary of Education

16r Preacher’s Magazine



EVANGELISM

Make it
for us to conserve our “Moving 
Nazarenes.” 
Fill out the card below and mail it in 

TODAY!!

PLEASE PRINT

N am e---------------------------------------------------- ---------------------- ------------------------------------Moved to:

A ddress_______________________________________________________________________ __
Street City State or Province Zip Code

Relationship w ith our church: □  Members □  SS □  Friends 

Approximate Date of M ove:_____________________________

Additional In fo rm a tio n ____________________________________________________________

Name o f Sender: Name and Address o f Pastor:

Mrs. P a s to r :------------------------------------
Miss________________________________________________

S treet

C ity, S ta te  or P ro v in ce ___________________________ -

D is t r ic t_________________________________________  D is t r ic t : .



C O N TIN E N T TO CHRIST
^  | | O T i« a 3 » «8 If
^  *  mt rn * 5 SI
10

1. "Key 73" Congregational Resource B o o k .........................................................$3.00
2. SI-8491 "Key 73" P o s te r ..................................................................15c; 12 for $1.50

3. S-8467 "Key 73" B u lle tin .......................................... 100 for $2.50; 500 for $10.00

4. S I-73 “ Key 73" Bumper S t ic k e r ..............................................................................30c
5. BM-8459 "Key 73" B o o k m a rk ......... Package of 50 for $1.00; 2 pkgs. for $1.75

6. PI-8493 “ Key 73" Button (Pin) . . . .  Package of 50 for $1.75; 2 pkgs. for $3.25 
7. U-73 "Key 73" Com m itm ent C a rd ................................................. 5c; 100 for $4.00
8. TE-4447 "K ey 73" Edition of Luke— A c ts .................................20c; 100 for $17.50

9. SIX-1073 "Key 73”  Banner, 3’ x 10', Indoor-Outdoor C a n v a s .....................$6.95
UX-400 Collapsible Wooden Frame for B a n n e r ............................................... $5.95

Combination— Banner and F ra m e ....................................................$11.95
10. SIX-1074 "K ey 73" Trifold Lobby D is p la y ...........................................................$4.00

Use these  

tim e ly  "K ey 73" supplies  

to le t your m em bers and  

com m un ity  know  tha t 

your chu rch  is a v ita l p a rt 

in this g rea t evange lis tic  

thrust.

NAZARENE PUBLISHING HOUSE
Post Office Box 527 •  Kansas City •  Missouri 64141



The Father of 
the English Bible

(Continued from page 16)

Finding that Gloucestershire was be
coming unsafe because of his Lutheran 
polemics, Tyndale found a friendly 
welcome in the home of Humphrey 
Monmouth, a cloth merchant in Lon
don. But even London was not safe for 
someone who proposed to put the 
Word of God into the hands of the 
common people. The Church of Rome 
has always opposed the truth of God 
and persecuted those who defended 
it. Tyndale was beginning to discover 
how bitter and unrelenting was the 
en m ity  of Rom e, an en m ity  that 
hounded him all his days. With great 
sadness he was forced to flee his native 
land and in January, 1524, he sailed 
for Hamburg, never to see England 
again.

Tyndale’s choice of Germany as his 
home was natural. Germany was the 
cradle of the Reformation, and he 
longed to meet Luther and Melanch- 
thon. Tyndale’s first year in Germany is 
very obscure but two facts are certain. 
First, he took up the serious study of 
Hebrew and, second, he commenced 
his English translation of the New 
Testament. For this latter work, he 
made use of Erasmus’ Greek Testa
ment, the Vulgate, and Luther’s Bible 
which had been published two years 
earlier.2

When Tyndale’s translation was first 
published is uncertain. There is some 
evidence for believing that his work on 
Matthew and Mark appeared in the 
summer of 1525. But we know by the 
autumn of 1525 he had moved to Co
logne, where the art of printing was 
well established. But even there he was 
not safe. By then, his intention to trans
late the Scriptures was widely known 
and his enemies were busy. One in 
p articu lar, Jo h n  D oben ek , b e tte r  
known as Cochlaeus, tracked down his 
whereabouts and again Tyndale had to

escape for his life— this time to Worms 
— taking his precious manuscripts and 
finished translations with him. That 
city was a stronghold of Lutheranism, 
and Tyndale’s work proceeded un
hindered.

Early in the spring of 1526 the first 
copies of Tyndale’s English New Testa
ment reached England. Not all the 
schemes of the clergy nor their venom 
against the translator could prevent the 
dissemination of the banned Testa
m ents across the country. Tu nstal, 
bishop of London, preached at St. 
Paul’s Cross (later the site of the Ca
thedral) denouncing the Testament as 
heretical, and suitably concluded his 
harangue by publicly burning a copy. 
Rome was jubilant on hearing the news 
and Cardinal Campeggio wrote to Wol- 
sev: “ We lately heard of the burning of 
a copy of the Bible, which has been 
mistranslated into the common tongue 
by the faithless followers of Luther’s 
abominable sect. Assuredly no burnt 
offering could be more pleasing to 
Almighty God.”3

Tunstal added to his infamy by pub
lishing an injunction against the “ En
glish New Testament, the work of many 
children of iniquity, maintainers of 
Luther’s sect, blinded through extreme 
wickedness.’’ Warham, archbishop of 
Canterbury, followed with a similar 
injunction. Henry V III added his own 
invective, warning his “ dearly beloved 
people to shun the poison offered to 
them. But neither bloated king nor 
unworthy prelates could arrest the ad
vance of God’s Word. Lutheranism was 
already taking deep root in the king
dom, and the threat of certain execu
tion could not deter those into whose 
hearts had fallen the good seed of the 
gospel.

O f all the agencies which combined 
to establish the English Reformation, 
none was more bitterly assailed than 
the spread of the Scriptures. Tyndale’s 
Testaments struck a mighty blow at the 
whole Roman system. With God’s
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Word before him in his mother tongue, 
the Englishman was no longer deluded 
by the pretensions of popery. Eng
land s night of darkness and supersti
tion had been long and terrible, but 
now over its soul-destroying tyranny 
and despotism, God said, “ Let there 
be light,” and the light came— the 
light of blessed scripture from the hand 
of William Tyndale.

Like his early years, Tyndale’s last 
are lost in obscurity. He spent 16 
months in prison, and of that time we 
know very little. He did, however, 
write a letter to the prison governor 
which was not discovered until 1871. 
In it he begs for “ a warm coat for that 
which I have is very thin. Also a piece 
of cloth to patch my leggings; my shirt 
is almost worn out. 4 On October 6, 
1536, he was strangled at the stake and 
his body burned to ashes.

At last the Church of Rome had si
lenced William Tyndale, but they 
could not stop the work he had begun. 
The same year Tyndale was martyred, 
Myles Coverdale’s “ Treacle” Bible 
appeared in England.5 It made no pre
tense to being an original translation— 
for most of it, Coverdale had relied on 
the work of Tyndale. In 1537 M at
thew’s Bible was published, most of 
which was pure copy from Tyndale’s. 
Then in April, 1539, came the “ Great 
B ible,” the first English “ Authorized” 
Bible. Cranmer and others of the king’s 
advisers desired a translation worthy of 
becoming a national Bible. Coverdale 
was entrusted with the work, and 
Henry V III issued an edict requiring 
all the clergy, by a certain date, to 
provide in each parish at least “ one 
book of the whole Bible, of the largest 
volume in English.” The “ Great Bible” 
was really a revision of Matthew’s 
Bible by Coverdale, and consequently 
was little more than a revision of Tyn
dale’s under another name!

The old martyr had triumphed at 
last. Only three years after he had been 
hurried to the stake his Bible was au

thorized by the king and commanded 
to be placed in every parish in En
gland. At the stake, Tyndale’s last 
words were: “ Lord, open the King of 
England’s eyes.” Even beyond his ex
p ecta tio n  his pray er was answ ered. 
Among those commissioned by the 
king to examine the new translation 
was Cuthbert, bishop of Durham— who
13 years earlier had publicly burned 
Tyndale’s Testam ent in London.

Needless to say, Tyndale’s work was 
not perfect. He had set himself a tre
mendous task, and when we recall that 
he published no less than three editions 
of the New Testam ent at the same time 
he was busy with the Old Testament, 
and all in the space of 10 years, we be
gin to realize how colossal was his 
undertaking. No less an authority than 
Dr. W. F. Moulton says that, along 
with the Pentateuch and Jonah, Tyn
dale also translated at least the nine 
books from Joshua to Chronicles and 
this translation, left behind in manu
script form, first saw the light in the 
“ Great Bible.”

The Bible Tyndale translated is sub
stantially the Bible with which we are 
all fa m ilia r—  "the p ecu liar geniu s 
which breathes through it— the min
gled tenderness and majesty— the 
Saxon simplicity— the preternatural 
grandeur . . .  all are here and bear the 
impress of the mind of one man— 
William Tyndale.”

'C. Tylor, L ife  o f  T yndale, p. 7. Consciously or uncon
sciously, Tyndale was repeating the sentiments of 
Erasmus. “ I totally disagree with those who are un
willing that the sacred scriptures should be translated 
into the vulgar tongue. I wish that the ploughman might 
sing parts of them at his plough, the weaver at his shut
tle . . .’’(Preface to NT of 1516).
■’Kenyon, Our B ib le  an d  the A ncient M anuscripts, p. 
214. Tyndale’s was the first NT to be translated directly 
from the Greek text, rather than the Latin.
Tylor, op . cit. p. 41.
'Ibid., p. 109.
'So named from its rendering of Jer. 8 :22 : “ Is there no 
treacle in Gilead?” In the original edition. Queen Anne 
is referred to as the King’s “ dearest juste wyfe and most 
virtuous princesse.” A copy now in the British Museum*, 
London, has this inscription but “ A n e+ ” is changed to 
“Ja n e ,+ ” thus JAne.

18 The Preacher’s Magazine



How to Get 
More out of 
Your Revival

By David K. Wachtel
Evangelist, Madison, Tenn.

T h e r e  is  a  s t o r y  s o  old it is worn 
and tattered, but it makes a point; 

so here it is again: The circuit-rider 
preacher had taken his small son with 
him on a Sunday morning appoint
ment. As they entered the little church 
the preacher deposited a half-dollar in 
the offering box hanging on the vesti
bule wall. After the service was over 
and the people gone, he and the boy 
stopped at the box to collect the offer
ing for the day. W hen the boy saw that 
all his father collected was his own 50c 
piece he said, “ Father, if you’re going 
to get more out you’ll just have to put 
more in .” T hat’s the way it is with re
vivals— if you are going to get more 
out, you’ll just have to put more in!

Put m ore into your planning. If you 
are to secure the services of our more 
able evangelists you will have to make 
partial plans years in advance. There 
should also be a planning session led 
by the pastor several weeks ahead of 
each revival. Church board, Sunday 
school officers and teachers, NYPS 
council should all be involved. Plans

should be made for special nights to 
be p ro m oted  in ad v an ce  of the meet
ing. Some correspondence with your 
evangelist will be necessary. He will 
have some suggestions and will be 
glad to know you are interested. Plans 
should be made to see that the people 
of your constituency (church member
ship, Sunday school enrollment, etc.) 
actually attend the revival. These are 
the people you can expect your evan
gelist to reach, but it takes advan ce  
plann in g to assure their atten dan ce.

Plan fo r  transportation  where need
ed. If you operate a Sunday school bus, 
plan to use it every night and fill it as 
full as you do on Sunday mornings.

Plan fo r  ad eq u a te  an d  fr ien d ly  ush
ers. Plan for personal and altar workers. 
Plan for leaders of pre-service prayer 
meetings in designated places (other 
than around the altar). W here you are 
using local talent for music, plan a 
night-to-night program, with some 
“ pinch hitters” ready to step in if some
one is unable to fill his place. Plan— 
plan— plan! As you do, you will begin  
to ex p ec t  something to happen.

Put m ore into your organization. As 
wonderful as well-made plans are, they 
mean nothing until there is adequate 
organization to carry them out. Some
one should be directly responsible to 
make every plan work, and the organi
zation should be completed at least a 
month before your revival begins. If 
you wait to catch someone on his way 
into the opening service, the meeting 
will be over before he or she quite 
understands what is expected. Organ
ize— organize! And the revival will
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begin to move before the evangelist 
arrives.

Put m ore into your prayers. Even 
Billy Graham, with his magnificent 
organization and professional adver
tising and promotion, will not under
take a campaign unless there have 
been weeks of real prayer for the m eet
ing. I marvel sometimes at how much 
we accomplish when there has been so 
little “ waiting before the Lord.’ A 
background of cottage prayer meet
ings, special emphasis on revival in 
regular midweek services, emphasis on 
personal prayers for specific individ
uals, make possible real revival— even 
with an inferior evangelist. Often our 
prayers are like the cultivating that 
farmers do through long spring and 
summer months in order to enjoy a 
thrilling day of harvest. Where there 
is no seed and no cultivating, “ farming 
does not pay.’’

Put m ore in to your publicity! If there 
have been planning sessions and or
ganization, your own people will be 
conscious that revival is coming. If 
there has been adequate prayer em
phasis, an even larger circle will know 
revival time is almost here. But there 
is a world to inform, starting with your 
own membership and Sunday school 
enrollment. You should spend enough 
to be sure your community is alerted 
to revival. And you should publicize 
early en ou gh  so interested people can 
make their plans to attend.

Every situation is a bit different, but 
adequate publicity will nearly always 
pay its own way. Ten dollars spent on 
inadequate advertising may simply be 
money wasted, whereas $100 spent on 
an adequate program may bring in 
double what is spent. A sign put up the 
day revival begins means little— a week 
earlier it would have been worthwhile. 
Handbills distributed among the peo
ple during revival services to “ give to 
your friends” usually wind up in the 
trash can. Distributed by an organized 
force before the revival began they

would have performed their mission. 
The business world says that a poorly 
ad vertised  bu siness will fin a lly  go 
broke. When we depend on people dis
covering our revivals by accident, we 
can expect empty seats and failure.

Put m ore into your fin an ces!  As part 
of your planning, an adequate budget, 
based on the financial strength of your 
church and expenditures for other in
terests such as pastors salary, etc., 
should be adopted. If you have a well- 
organized financial program, most of 
this will be available in the Evangelism 
Fund of your annual budget. W hat
ever the situation, any pledges taken 
should be raised weeks in advance of 
your meeting. There are people who 
will double-tithe for five (or even 10) 
weeks for the revival who must settle 
for a meager amount when you wait 
until the Sunday before the meeting 
starts. Include enough for every pos
sible revival expense in your budget— 
publicity, entertainment, evangelist’s 
remuneration. An extra dollar spent on 
publicity may bring you a new family 
who will give many times your total 
budget in coming months.

Adequate entertainm ent will help 
assure you of the best your evangelist 
has to offer. I knew one church which 
saved $10.00 on a hotel bill by putting 
an admittedly temperamental evan
gelist in a secor j-class hotel when he 
wanted to stay in a first-class hotel 
where rates were one dollar a night 
more. He and the pastor argued about 
it every day, and a church failed to 
receive a man’s best efforts. This is 
“ penny-wise— dollar-foolish.

Provide enough in your budget for 
your evangelist to be paid on the same 
overall level as the pastor. Double your 
salary and cash allowances plus a rea
sonable amount for travel and you 
will accomplish this. If you ask him to 
travel an abnormal distance for your 
convenience, the cost is your responsi
bility, not his. This really isn’t too diffi
cult to do. One pastor who had just
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moved to one of our major churches 
did it this wav. In the first discussion of 
the evangelist’s offering for the next 
revival he was shocked by the amount 
he was told “ we have been paying.’ 
He responded by saying, “ Gentlemen, 
I could never accept all you do for me 
and pay my evangelist brother so little. 
You are so kind to me. I want us to be 
equally kind to our evangelist. There 
and then the stipend was doubled, and 
a commitment made to further increase 
the offering when revival time came 
again. Brotherly love, combined with 
a little courage, solved the problem. 
Jarrette Avcock used to tell of a pastor

whose church board refused to pay 
more than half what it should. That 
pastor simply raised the other half from 
“ friends of revival” (there are always 
some around) and saw that the evan
gelist received it. There are a thousand 
ways, and you’ll find the one which fits 
your situation if you look.

Most men who say, “ Revivals do 
not pay anymore,” are confessing the 
inadequacy of their own pastoral min
istry— their failure to plan, to organize, 
to pray, to publicize, to finance. If you 
would get more out of your next revi
val, you ’ll ju st have to put m ore in. It’s 
that simple.

ftnrriririnnnnrrtnririrrrrririnrrinrirGTVTririnnnnrtt̂

Preaching and Selling
In a very thought-provoking book, Successful D irect Mail, by 

Robert Stone, the following paragraph appears which has significance 
for us if we substitute the words “ hearer,” “PR EA CH ,” and “ sermon” 
for “ reader,” “ S E L L ,” and “ letter.”

“ Probably many years ago someone told you that a good letter 
[serm on ] follows four steps:

“ 1. Attract attention.
“2. Get interest.
“3. C reate desire.
“ 4. BRING ACTION.
“There is nothing wrong with this old formula. The only trouble is 

there is nothing in the formula that tells you how to do it. And that’s 
what we are interested in— the ‘how to do it’ phase.

“ Clyde Bedell, one of America’s really great copy writers, gives 
seven rules as guideposts for preparing successful sales letters [se r
m o n s]. Sage advice indeed:

“ 1. Always say quickly the BEST thing you can say.
“2. Follow a route. Have a planned road map of your work to 

guide you.
“3. Be lucid, be clear. Reader [h e a re r] must get the story quick

ly-
“4. Be believed. Do NOT raise doubts.
“5. Be complete. Do not dangle customers [h e a re rs].
“ 6. Sell, S ELL, S E L L  [Preach , PREA CH , P R E A C H ]  every word 

of your way.
“7. Say it as clearly as you think it.”

— Submitted by Fred W . Gibson
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Has the real “ key man” in the 
church been overlooked?

The Key Man

By R. E. Maner
Garland, Tex.

A c r o s s  t h e  y e a r s  it has been the 
natural assumption that the pas

tor is the “ key man” in running the 
church program. Undeniably the pas
tor is the real “ work horse” of the 
church. Almost every dollar that is re
quired to keep the church going us
ually begins with his words, “ W e will 
now receive the tithes and offerings,” 
or something like it. He has to push the 
district and general program; he has 
weekly contact with the people who 
pay the bills; and he must be enthu
siastic for the goals, lest they be ig
nored. The hard truth is that the pas
tor must either “ do it or get someone 
to “ do it” or the rest of the church had 
just as well “ forget it.

No one can question seriously the 
im p ortan t p lace the p astor holds. 
Everyone else in the church is, in re
ality, just his helper. But I have had a 
growing conviction that, in the long 
run, the pastor is not really the key man 
at all. There is another who, in the 
total history of any given church, steps 
to the head of the line. H e is the lay
m an.

There is no church that ever became 
a great church without some strong, 
level-headed, dedicated men as the 
backbone. Select any strong church in 
any denomination, study its history, 
and you will discover that somewhere 
in its early days strong laymen became 
involved in that church. It is utterly

impossible to build a strong church on 
weak members.

The story of the three sons employed 
at the same business company serves 
well as an illustration: The father of the 
boys came one day to the president to 
inquire why one son was paid $200, 
one $300, and the other $500 a month. 
The president said to the perplexed 
father, “ If you have the time I will 
show you.” The father said he had the 
whole day if needed, so the president 
reached for the phone. Calling the 
$200-a-month boy, he told him of a 
ship recently docked at the harbor 
loaded with furs, and asked him to go 
down and see what cargo she was carry
ing and bring back the information. 
In about three minutes the president’s 
phone rang and the young man said, 
“ I didn t have to go down; I just 
phoned and found that the ship has
1,500 seals.” The president thanked 
him.

Calling the $300-a-m onth boy, he 
made the same request. An hour later 
the phone rang and the president was 
told that the boy had made the trip 
down to the dock and found the ship 
carried 1,500 seals.

Then the $500-a-m onth boy was 
given the same instruction as the other 
two. Four hours later he came into the 
president s office with this information: 
“ The ship was carrying 1,500 seal furs, 
all in good condition. I bought them
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for $5.00 each and filled that order we 
had pending. W e were paid $7.00 each 
for them. They also had 500 red fox 
pelts which I bought. I know we don’t 
usually handle them, but I made a 
long-distance call and sold them. We 
made $4,000 on the deal. They also had 
39 mink on board. Since I know you 
always handle mink personally, I took 
a one-hour option on them for you.”

The president thanked the boy, and 
turning to the father said, “ Does that 
answer your question?”

This principle is equally true in 
churches. Some laymen only half-do 
what they are asked to do. Some do as 
little as they can get by with. Others 
do what they know should be done, 
even if all the details are not spelled 
out. A pastor m ust learn  to trust 
capable men with details, unless he 
plans on spending his total time doing 
them himself. Granted, they will make 
mistakes and not always do it just as 
the pastor might have, but that is the 
price the pastor must pay for lay leader
ship.

Pity the pastor who is afraid of let
ting his people run their business in 
the church for fear of a loss of prestige. 
Happy indeed is that man who is for
ever working himself out of a job and 
moving into new areas of expansion 
and growth. The pastor should preach 
the serm ons, ad m in ister the sacra
ments, bury the dead, marry the young, 
and visit the people. He is responsible 
for the business of the church at the 
board meetings. Just about everything 
else should eventually become some
one else’s responsibility. The reason 
som e ch u rch es never grow beyond 
their present size is simple: They are 
as big as one man can make them.

The layman is the key man. A group 
of strong laymen can always call a good 
pastor, but from where can a pastor

call good laymen? Some caplMei»eap|^ 
might move in, but don’t count on it. 
Even if they do, some other church 
had to give them up, so the gain is only 
superficial. Where can the pastor get 
the strong, intelligent, talented, and 
deeply dedicated laymen like those 
responsible for our great churches? 
Do I need to answer this question? 
M ake them !  Observe your crowd care
fully. Select one or two or three and 
really work on them.

Remember you are going for quality, 
so take your time. Don’t attempt to 
work on too many, and don’t be dis
couraged with some failure. Train them 
well in the Bible, in soul winning, and 
in the business of running the church. 
Take them with you to camp meeting, 
district assembly, preachers meetings, 
and everywhere else you can get them. 
The more exposure, the better. Only 
when you are sure they are well satur
ated should you move on to others. 
Little by little you will see them mov
ing ahead as you give them oppor
tunities. As they begin to take part of 
the load, you will have more and more 
time to do the work of your calling.

This is not a pot of gold at the end 
of some rainbow. Yet 1 do believe in 
rainbows— and pots of gold. When I 
was pastor at Decatur, Ga., years ago, 
we set a new attendance record in Sun
day school. After I moved on, this 
church was without a pastor for several 
months. In this interim period was 
Easter Sunday. The laymen of that 
church— with no pastor to prod them 
— decided to break the record again. 
And they did! And why not? There is 
no reason why the pastor has to be the 
only person in the church with enthu
siasm or vision or burden. Brethren, 
we are just not that indispensable. Let 
our laymen know how important they 
are. They just might help us some.

The curse of the age is dry-eyed preaching in the presence of a hell- 
bound world .— Edw ard Lawlor.
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in  t h e A s t u d y

Journeying with Jesus crtyrough Johii

M arch 4
THE RESURRECTION AND THE LIFE

( 1 1 : 2 5 )

S c r i p t u r e : John 1 1 : 1 - 7 ,  1 7 - 4 4  

I n t r o d u c t i o n : All of us have friends with 
whom we can relax and enjoy perfect fel
lowship. (If we don’t, we are poor indeed!) 
Jesus had such friends in Mary, Martha, 
and Lazarus. They had a nice home in 
Bethany, just over the Mount of Olives 
from Jerusalem. W hen Jesus went to Jeru 
salem, He evidently stayed there.

I. Tw o K i n d s  o f  L o v e  ( v v . 1 - 7 )
Lazarus becam e desperately ill His two 

sisters sent an urgent message to Jesus: 
“ Lord, behold, he whom thou lovest is 
sick (v. 3). Soon after the messenger left, 
Lazarus died.

On the surface, verses 5 and 6 present a 
conundrum: “ Now Jesus loved Martha, and 
her sister, and Lazarus. W hen he had heard 
therefore that he was sick, he abode two 
days still in the same place where he was.” 
How can we reconcile these two state
ments?

The answer lies in the fact that two dif
ferent words for “ love” are used in verses
3 and 5. The one in verse 3 is the verb 
phileo, which indicates friendship love, 
affectionate love. In fact, the verb is also

By Ralph Earle
Professor of New Testament 
Nazarene Theological 
Seminary, Kansas City. Mo.

translated “ kiss.” And the cognate noun 
philia  is “ friendship” in Jas. 4 :4 , the only 
place where it occurs in the New Testa
ment. The noun philos  means “ a friend.” 
Jesus was a Friend of these three; He had 
affection for them.

But He also had a higher love for them. 
The word for “ love” in verse 5 is the verb 
agapao. The noun agape, popularized today 
in “ Agape House,” means an unselfish 
love, a love that seeks the highest good of 
its object. Because Jesus sought the highest 
spiritual blessing for M artha and Mary, He 
delayed going to them, so as to test their 
faith, to raise it to a higher level.

II. T w o K in d s  o f  F a i t h

W e can envision the scene in that home 
in Bethany. It was one day’s journey down 
the Jericho Road 20 miles to the Jordan 
River, where Jesus was teaching the crowds. 
So two days later the messenger returned.

“ W here is the M aster? Didn’t He come 
with you?”

“ No, He stayed right where He was.” 
“ W ell, did you tell Him that Lazarus was 

very ill?”
"Y e s .”
“ W hat did He say?”
“ He said, ‘This sickness is not unto 

death, but for the glory of God ” (v. 4). 
And Lazarus was already dead!

“ He did? W hat did He do then?”
“ lie  turned around and started teaching 

the people again.”
The next two days were torture for the 

two sisters, and especially for Mary (cf. 
Luke 10:38-42). She was huddled in a heap 
of grief.

Finally, near the end of the fourth day, 
Jesus arrived in town. M artha went hastily 
to meet Him. Typically, she scolded Him 
(cf. Luke 10.40) for not being there when
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they needed Him, although she expressed 
surprising faith (v. 22). But her hope was in 
the future (v. 24). Jesus challenged her 
with the declaration: “ I am the resurrec
tion, and the life’’— right here and now!

M artha then hurried back to Mary. “ The 
Master is come, and calleth for thee” 
(v. 28). Mary had heard the first report 
that Jesus was in town, but felt that she 
couldn’t face Him. He had let her down. 
In the first place. He did not have the 
divine knowledge she thought He had (v, 
4). In the second place, He didn’t really 
love them or He would have come imme
diately. Her faith was shattered, or at least 
badly shaken.

W hen she met Jesus, she said exactly 
the same words as M artha (vv. 21, 32), but 
in a different tone of voice. Hers was a wail 
of grief. Jesus did not argue with her, as 
with Martha. Instead, “ Jesus wept” (v. 35, 
shortest in the Bible), and went to the 
grave.

III. Tw o K i n d s  o f  L i f e  ( v v .  3 8 - 4 4 )
Jesus gave Lazarus physical life. But He 

wants to give us eternal life, spiritual life 
that will last forever.

M arch 11
THE FRAGRANCE OF GRATEFUL LOVE

( 1 2 : 3 )

S c r i p t u r e : John 12:1-8 

I n t r o d u c t i o n : Great events always pro
duce a series of consequences. The anoint
ing by Mary was a beautiful sequel to the 
raising of Lazarus, which was the clim actic 
miracle of the seven miracles of Jesus re
corded by John (before the Resurrection).

I.  L o v e  E x p r e s s e d  (vv. 1-3)
Jesus had been invited to His favorite 

home in Bethany for dinner. As usual, 
“ M artha served.” Lazarus was reclining at 
the table with Jesus. W here was Mary?

W e can imagine her looking in the room 
and seeing her brother there. He had been 
dead, but was now alive. She had lost him 
but found him again. But even more signifi
cantly, she had seemingly lost Jesus as her 
Lord, but now she believed in Him more 
than ever before.

Overwhelmed with love, she felt she 
must do something unusual. So she went 
to her room and got “ a pound of ointment

of spikenard.” The “ pound was the litra, 
or Roman pound (12 ounces). The word 
occurs (in N T) only here and in 19:39. 
“ O intm ent" is mijron. (The name M uriel 
means “ p erfu m e” ) “ Spikenard” is two 
words in the Greek— both of them found 
only here and in Mark 14:3. The noun 
nardos represents “ nard,” a plant growing 
in the Himalayan Mountains between India 
and Tibet. Obviously it would be “ very 
costly” when brought such a long distance 
in camel caravans. Nardos is modified by 
the adjective pisticos, which probably 
comes from pistos, “ faithful,” and so means 
“ g e n u in e ” (see M ou lton  and M illig an , 
VGT, p. 514). The combination means 
“ pure nard.”

The guests were reclining on couches 
around the table, Roman fashion. So Jesus’ 
feet would be at the outside of the couch, 
where Mary could easily anoint them. (Ac
cording to Matt. 26 :7  and Mark 14:3 she 
also poured it on His head. A “ pound” 
would be ample for both .)

Then Mary did a thing that would or
dinarily seem unmannerly. She stooped 
over and dried His feet with her long tress
es. It was an act of utter devotion and hu
mility, an expression of deepest love.

“ The house was filled with the odour of 
the ointm ent.” This sounds odoriferous! 
W e use “ odor” today for unpleasant smells. 
How much more beautiful— and accurate 
— for modern readers to say: “ The house 
was fille d  w ith  the fra g ra n ce  of the  p er
fum e.”

II. L o v e  O p p o s e d  (vv. 4-6)
Judas Iscariot was evidently reclining at 

the table as one of the guests. Instead of 
being thrilled with the fragrance of the 
perfume, and with admiration for this 
woman’s love and gratitude to Jesus, he 
was angry. Finally he exploded: “ W hy was 
not this ointm ent [perfume] sold for three 
hundred pence, and given to the poor?” 
(v. 5) The amount he mentioned would 
represent a year’s wages. (At a denarius per 
day, 300 denarii would be all a man would 
get, taking out 52 Sabbaths plus the annual 
feast days.)

But Judas motive was not concern for 
the poor. He was the treasurer of the 12 
apostles— “ had the bag.” He “ bare” what 
was put in the bag. But the verb is bastazo, 
which basically means “ take up” or “ take
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away.” Here it clearly means “ carry off, 
steal” (Abbott-Sm ith). Judas was “ a thief.” 

There are always some people around 
who, instead of expressing love, criticize 
those who do express it. Such was Judas.

III. L o v e  A p p r e c i a t e d  (vv. 7-8)
Though Judas did not appreciate Mary’s 

act of devotion, Jesus did. His words in 
verse 7 should probably be rendered: “ Let 
her be, (it was) in order that she might keep 
it for the day of My burial.” She seized the 
opportunity to anoint Him now. Her whole 
act was an expression of ardent, spontan
eous love, and it thrilled the heart of Jesus.

M arch 18
THE SYMBOL OF THE TOWEL ( 1 3 : 4 - 5 )

S c r i p t u r e : John 13:1-15 

I n t r o d u c t i o n : W hat is the main symbol of 
Christianity? Probably most people would 
answer: “ The Cross.” And that is correct. 
W henever we see a cross atop any building, 
we recognize that it is a Christian edifice. 
It is inspiring to see the cross sometimes 
towering above everything around it, as on 
the dome of mighty S t .  Paul’s in London.

But there are other meaningful symbols 
of Christianity. And among them should be 
placed the towel.

I. A S y m b o l  o f  L o v e  ( v . 1 )
Several times in Joh n ’s Gospel we have 

found the statem ent that Jesus’ hour had 
not yet come (2 :4 ; 7 :6, 8, 30; 8:20). But 
here it says that He knew His hour had 
come for leaving this world— through His 
death, resurrection, and ascension.

And then comes the beautiful statem ent: 
“ Having loved his own which were in the 
world, he loved them unto the end.” As 
would be expected, the verb here is agapao. 
Jesus loved His disciples with a high and 
holy love that sought their best goal. Some
one has defined agape  as “ an attitude of 
undiscouragable goodwill.” Regardless of 
the reaction of those we love, we keep on 
loving them.

W hat follows, then, is an act of love. And 
love is always serving others.

I I .  A S y m b o l  o f  S e r v i c e  ( v v . 2-11)
At the end of the Last Supper— and 

probably before the Lord’s Supper— Jesus 
got up and "laid aside his garm ents.” That

is, He took off the long, outer robe, which 
would have made it awkward for Him to 
work. (The Greek word is him ation, which 
is used primarily for the outer garm ent.) 
Then He took a towel and “ girded him
self.” The verb diazonnym i is found only 
here (vv. 4-5) and 21:7 . Jesus probably tied 
the towel around His waist, using it as both 
an apron and a towel. Pouring water into a 
basin, He “ began to wash the disciples’ 
feet.” If they were sitting, medieval and 
modern style, with their feet under the 
table— as pictured in Leonardo da Vinci’s 
“ Last Supper” — obviously Jesus could not 
have washed their feet. But they were re
clining on couches around the tables— a 
Roman custom that had been widely adopt
ed. In fact, the common word for a dining 
table was triclinium  (“ three co u ch es”). It 
was like a head table with two tables 
stretching from it. T he couches would be 
around on the three sides (outside), and the 
waiters would serve inside the horseshoe 
arrangement. The guests would be reclin
ing on the couches, with their feet at the 
outer edge, where Jesus could easily reach 
them.

No one said a word except Peter; he al
ways had something to say. So now he pro
tested: “ Thou shalt never wash my feet” 
(v. 8). W hen Jesus answered, “ Then you 
have no part with M e,” Peter impulsively 
cried: “ Lord, not my feet only, but also 
my hands and my head.”

The M aster’s reply was, “ He that is 
washed needeth not save to wash his feet” 
(v. 10). Two different Greek words are 
translated “ wash here. The first is lovo, 
which was used for bathing the whole body. 
The second is nipto, which was used for 
washing a part of the body (as in v. 5). So 
the correct translation here is: “ He who has 
bathed needs only to wash his feet. The 
picture is that of a person bathing his whole 
body and then going down to the market. 
W earing only sandals on the dusty streets, 
he would need to wash his feet when he 
returned— as we wash our hands— but not 
to take a bath.

The hom iletical application of this is 
very important, especially for young peo
ple. After we have experienced “ the wash
ing of regeneration,” we do not need to go 
back to the altar for a new experience when 
we feel contam inated by contact with the 
world. All we need to do is to wash our
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minds with the Word of God, or ask forgive
ness if we feel we have failed in any way, 
and trust the blood of Jesus to wash away 
any stain immediately.

I I I .  A S y m b o l  o f  H u m i l i t y  ( v v . 12-15) 
Though Jesus was conscious of His royal

ty (v. 3), He took the place ordinarily filled 
by a slave. Though He was “M aster and 
Lord” (vv. 13-14), He washed His disciples’ 
feet He concluded by saying: “ For I have 
given you an exam ple, that ye should do as 
I have done to you (v. 15). W e are to “ love 
one another with the love of humble ser
vice (v. 34). The “ badge of discipleship” is 
given in verse 35.

M arch 25
ANOTHER COMFORTER ( 1 4 : 1 6 )

S c r i p t u r e : John 14:15-18, 25-27; 15:26-27;
16:7-14

I n t r o d u c t i o n : The last words of our loved 
ones are always particularly precious. Here 
we have Jesus last words to His disciples 
before He went to the Cross. They should 
be especially valuable to us as we read them 
today.

T he subject of this last discourse (cc. 14— 
16) is the Holy Spirit. He is presented in 
some half a dozen roles, which we shall 
investigate.

I A P e r s o n a l  C o m f o r t e r  (14:16)
T he word translated “ Com forter” is 

paracletos. It comes from the verb para- 
caleo, “ call alongside to help.” So the Holy 
Spirit is the One who is called to our side 
to help us in whatever way we need Him. 
The noun is translated “ Com forter” in 
KJV, “ Counselor” in RSV. The most accur
ate translation is “ H elper” (NASB).

The disciples were sorrowing over the 
news that their M aster was about to leave 
them (13:33, 36; 14:1-3). But Jesus assured 
them: “ I will not leave you comfortless” —  
Greek orphanous, “ orphans’ — “ I will come 
to you” — in the person of the Holy Spirit 
at Pentecost. (“ I will come again, in v. 3, 
refers to the Second Com ing.)

The special promise He gave His sad
dened disciples— those who loved Him and 
showed it by obeying His commandments 
(v. 15)— was this: “ And I will pray the 
Father, and he shall give you another Com 
forter, that he may abide with you for ever”

(v. 16). The Holy Spirit is our Com forter in 
those sorrows of life that come to all of us.

II. A P e r s o n a l  C o m p a n i o n  (14:16)
W e not only need a personal Comforter 

in times of sorrow, but also a personal 
Companion in times of joy. For the good 
experiences of life can be enjoyed in largest 
measure only when we share them with 
someone else. This is one of the important 
reasons for marriage. But when no human 
being is around, we can share all our daily 
happenings with the Holy Spirit.

III. A P e r s o n a l  C o u n s e l o r  (14:26)
Here we have another function of the

Holy Spirit: He teaches. But we must be 
teachable if we are going to learn from 
Him.

He not only comforts, but He counsels. 
W e all like to be made to feel comfortable. 
But the Holy Spirit knows that sometimes 
we need to be made to feel uncomfortable! 
So He acts as a wise Teacher and Disci
plinarian.

IV. A P e r s o n a l  C o - W it n e s s  (15 :26-27) 
The Holy Spirit witnesses through us and

with us as we witness (cf. Acts 1:8). That 
is what makes our witness effective. (“ Test
ify” in v. 26 and “ bear witness” in v. 27 are 
the same verb in Greek, martyreo. It should 
be translated “ witness” or “ testify” in both 
places.)

V. A P e r s o n a l  C o n v ic t o h  (16 :7-8)
The verb elen cho  is translated “ reprove” 

in KJV, “ convince” in RSV, and “ convict” 
in NASB. It means all three of these. But in 
the first century it was a technical judicial 
term, meaning to convict in court. Here it 
should be given that strong meaning. The 
Holy Spirit does not just “ reprove” people 
for their sins. He convicts them of being 
guilty and on their way to eternal punish
ment. Primarily they are convicted “ be
cause they believe not on m e” (v. 9). That 
is the crowning sin of the human heart.

VI. A P e r s o n a l  C o n d u c t o r  (16 :13)
Jesus said that the Holy Spirit will

“ guide you into all truth.” The Bible is our 
Road Map to heaven. If we follow its guid
ance we shall without fail enter those pearly 
gates.

But there are a lot of detailed decisions 
we have to make from time to time for 
which we find no definite help in the Scrip
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tures. Both alternatives— job, house, e tc .— 
seem equally right, scriptural, reasonable, 
and providential. But we have to choose. 
That is when we hear the voice of the Holy 
Spirit within, saying, “ This is the way, 
walk ye in it.” W e all need Him as our 
personal Conductor if we are to live life at 
its best. Like a good conductor on a tour, 
He will help us to get the most out of our 
trip to heaven.

Justification by Faith
S c r i p t u r e : Romans 5

I. The ingredients of justification (v. 1)
II. The intercession for the justified (v. 2)

III. The inversion of justification (v. 3)
IV. The indwelling Spirit of the justified 

(v.  5 )

V. The inward strength of the justified 
(v. 6)— pre-loved (v. 8), prepared (v. 
9), pre-proven (v. 10)

VI. The indescribable reconciliation of the 
justified (v. 11)— “ atonem ent”

VII. The irreplaceable substitute of justifi
cation (vv. 12-20)

C o n c l u s i o n : Adam— death both physical 
and spiritual; com plete and eternal 
Second Adam, Christ Jesus— life both now 
and forever, abundant, complete, and eter
nal

E d  I r w i n

False Judgment—  
True Judgment

T e x t : Romans 2

I .  T h e  J u d g m e n t s  o f  M a n  ( v v . 1-2)— 
false judgment
A. Man condemns himself who judges 

( 1).
B. Man often does the same things (1,

22-23).
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C. Man must rem em ber he shall be 
judged (3).

D. Man despises the riches of God’s 
goodness (4).

E. M an trea su res  up w rath  ag a in st 
himself (5).

F. Man is legalistic (17).
W e feel we are right; we fancy our
selves lead ers of the b lin d  and 
te a ch e rs  and p re a ch e rs  of the 
knowledge of God.

T h e  J u d g m e n t s  o f  G o d

A. According to truth (2)
B. Inescapable (3)
C. Fo llow s on ly  a fte r  fo rb e a ra n ce , 

long-suffering, goodness (4)
D. A righteous judgm ent (5)
E. Rendered according to m an’s deeds 

(6)
F. Glory, honor, peace, immortality, 

eternal life to the righteous (6, 10)
G. Tribulation and anguish for the im

penitent and wicked (8-9)
H. Those by law who have sinned in 

the law (12)
I. T he secrets of men (16)— according 

to the gospel of Jesus Christ

I I I .  T r u e  J u d g m e n t  I s I n w a r d , N o t  O u t 

w a r d

A. Not the keeping of the law alone 
(25)

B. Keeping the righteousness of law 
counted as keeping the law (26)

C. Not by letter nor by circumcision
(27)

D. You are of the Israel of God when 
such inwardly and only then (29). 
O f the heart, of the spirit; then the 
praise of God is incurred.

E d  I r w i n

Law and Grace
S c r i p t u r e : Romans 3

I .  G o d  C o m m a n d s : The Holy Oracles are 
given unto us (v. 2).
A. U nbelief does not change them (vv 

3-4).
B. To do evil doesn’t bring good (v. 8).
C. None of us is holy by nature (v. 9).
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II. G o d  C a r e s : He gives us the diagnosis 
of sin (v. 20).
A. All the world is guilty (v. 19).
B. All have sinned (v. 24).

III. G o d ’ s  C u r e : T he cure for sin—
A. His grace to redeem (v. 24)
B. His righteousness to remit our sins 

(v. 25)
C. His faith to justify (vv. 27-31)

E d  I r w i n

Christ and His Work
S c r i p t u r e : John 5

I. The perform ance of His work (6-8)
II. The perfecting of His work (8)

III. The persecution against His work (8)
IV. The propriety concerning His work 

(17, 19-47)
V. Promise concerning His work (24)

E d I r w i n

B U L L E TIN  U  BARREL

WOULD YOU DO IT FOR MONEY?
If the Lord should pay you $50.00 every 

Sunday you attended church or Sunday 
school, would you attend any more than 
you do now? If He should offer you $100 
for each person you brought to church and 
Sunday school, would you try to bring more 
than you are bringing now? If God would 
give $1,000 to the person in each class who 
knew his lesson best, would you study your 
Bible any more than you do now?

A church in east Texas has producing oil 
wells on its property. On the Sunday when 
the income from the wells was to be dis
tributed among the members there was 100 
percent attendance, because i f  a  m em ber  
was absent that day he lost his share.

Mary Jones, whose “ parents forced her 
to go to church when she was a child and 
who doesn’t want to go now,” was there. 
Joe Smith, who “ works all week and has 
only Sunday off,” was there. The Blacks, 
“ who just have to run home and see Mother 
every week, were there. Even old Uncle 
John, who has “ chronic illness which keeps 
him from getting there very often,” was 
there. Yes, young Jim , who is always “ up 
late on Saturday nights so that he cannot 
get up in time on Sunday m orning,” was 
there.

They were all there for money. How 
about you? Would you come for money?

QUARRELSOME!
W hen you hark to the voice o f  the knocker, 

As you list to his ham m er fall,
R em em ber the fa c t  that the knocking act 

R equires no brains at all.

W hen you list to the grow l o f  the growler, 
As you hark to his ceaseless growl,

You will p lease recall that a dog is all 
It takes fo r  an endless howl.

As you w atch fo r  the kick o f  the kicker,
As you notice his strenuous kick,

You 11 observe the rule that a stubborn mule 
Is great at the sam e o ld  trick.

The knocker, the grow ler, the kicker;
Faultfinder, large and small;

W hat do  they n eed  fo r  each  day ’s n eed ?
No brains, no sense—just gall!

A uthor unknown
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LAYAWAY FOR EASTER
H ave you ev er bought an E a s te r  outfit 

on layaw ay , p aying so m uch  each  w eek or 
m onth until it w as paid for? Som eone  
suggested  that it is a good plan to have a 
“ layaw ay  E a s te r  o fferin g .” Start w eeks in 
ad van ce putting aside a certa in  am ount 
w eek  by w eek for the E a s te r  O ffering for 
w orld  evangelism . P erh aps som e of the 
E a s te r  outfits w e buy rep resen t w ants  
rath er than needs. If this is the case , w hy  
not invest the p rice  of an E a ste r  outfit to 
tell o th ers of the resu rrected  C h rist, and  
lay up treasu res in heaven ?

Silence is not always gold en — som etim es 
it is just guilt.

o o o

Christianity should b e  a heart stimulant 
— not a mouthwash.
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Conducted by the Editor

All books reviewed may be ordered from 
your Publishing House.

A Pulpit Manual
(Preaching Help Series)

By Donald E. D emaray  (Baker Book House,
1971. Paperback, $1.50.)

Invocations, prayers, benedictions, and 
— most important— sample services for 
various special days and special occasions 
in the church.

Eat, Drink and Be Merry
By Ronald C. Starenko (Concordia Publish
ing House, 1971. Paperback, $1 .50 .)

T he celebration of faith and the enjoy
ment of Christian living are presented as 
much needed aspects of today’s church.

Helps for Church Business Meetings
By Milton L. B linker (Nazarene Publishing 
House, 1972. Paper, 56 pp., $1.00.)

Practical help in conducting the business 
of a church and the meetings necessary to 
the business of the Kingdom. Organization
al structure, nominations and elections, 
boards and com mittees, and many other 
matters are briefly treated. Some vital 
questions and answers are discussed in the 
last chapter, such as filing papers for tax 
exemption of church property, pastor’s in
come tax deductions, and others.

Sodom Had No Bible
By Leonard  Ravenhill (Fires of Revival 
Publishers, 1971. Paperback, $1.50.)

One of Leonard Ravenhill s hardest- 
hitting books, designed to shatter apathy 
in Christian circles, and stir to action in 
revival and evangelism. First section con
tains essays on revival. Second section offers 
portraits of great revival preachers of his
tory.

W ritten in Blood
By R obert E. C olem an  (Flem ing H. Revell, 
1972. Paperback, $1.50.)

Asbury’s professor of evangelism pre
sents a devotional Bible study of the blood 
of Christ. Designed to penetrate the deeper 
meaning of this cardinal doctrine, the 
chapters are divided into short meditations 
to facilitate reading at brief intervals. 
Questions for thought follow each section.

Designed to Be like Him
By J. Dwight Pentecost (Moody Press, 1972. 
288 pp., paper, $2 .95 .)

Bible studies in Christian fellowship, 
conduct, conflict, and maturity, with scrip
ture index. This should prove helpful to 
the busy pastor who needs stimulation of 
thought for sermon preparation.

Jerusalem
By G. F rederick  Owen  (Beacon Hill Press, 
1972. 180 pp., cloth, $4 .95 .)

This is a book about Jerusalem , the Holy 
City for three religions. Christians, Jews, 
and M ohammedans should all find it in
teresting, and Christians especially will 
appreciate the 45 years of research Author 
Owen devoted to its contents and the re
sulting treasure of factual materials related 
to the city and its surroundings.

Lowell Thomas, famous writer, world 
traveler, and news com mentator, writes the 
introduction. He notes, "Jerusalem  is the 
most sacred site of all,” and in this volume 
the author and his illustrators com bine to 
“ give us a guided tour through the ages. 
Here you will find tangible things that give 
substance to the Bible.

Dr. Owen has gathered his subject m at
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ter together under the chapter headings: 
The History of Jerusalem , T he Famous 
Valleys of Jerusalem , Hills of the Holy City, 
Walls About Jerusalem , City Gates and 
Streets, Historic Sites Surrounding Jeru 
salem, and T he Jerusalem  of Today.

Forty illustrations support the text, and 
extensive reference notes and a bibliog
raphy will assist readers who desire further 
study.

Tongues of Men and Angels
By W illiam J. Samarin  (M acm illan Co.,
1972. 277 pp., cloth, $5 .95 .)

W hat happens when a form er missionary, 
now a university professor highly trained in 
linguistics and anthropology, intensively 
stud ies th e  cu rre n t p h en o m en a  of un
known tongues?

The answer in full can be learned only 
by reading Dr. Sam arin’s wide-ranging 
treatm ent in Tongues o f  Men and Angels, 
his latest writing on the subject.

The answer, in brief, is that speaking in 
tongues is an evidence of neither abnormal 
psychology nor superior piety. Glossolalia, 
Samarin concludes, is normal— a pseudo
language that may be a “ linguistic symbol 
of the sacred” (p. 231).

Judged from a purely linguistic point of 
view, tape-recorded and reduced to phone
tic symbols, glossolalia exhibits none of the 
sem antic features of human language. It 
has no meaningful structure; it shows no 
evidence of serving any communicative 
function.

A similar conclusion was reached by John 
Kildahl, the Lutheran layman and clinical 
psychologist, who played tape-recorded 
glossolalia to different interpreters and re
ceived widely divergent interpretations 
(T he Psychology o f  Speaking in Tongues, 
Harper and Row', 1972, $4.95).

Samarin differs from Kildahl, however, 
to the degree that Kildahl deemed the 
glossolalists he studied to be slightly more 
suggestible than other religionists. Samarin 
sees no psychological differences between 
religious people who speak in tongues and 
those who do not.

The dust jacket of Tongues o f  Men and  
Angels proclaims it " a  controversial and 
sy m p a th e tic  an alysis  of Sp eaking  in 
Tongues.” It will undoubtedly be judged 
controversial. It neither condemns nor 
approves, and those who wish either out-of

hand rejection or acceptance will be dis
appointed.

All who read it, however, will profit by 
a com petent scholar’s careful study of a 
widespread phenomenon in religious cir
cles.

Those who approach glossolalia from the 
biblical and theological standpoint finally 
have to decide whether I Corinthians 14 
should be interpreted in the light of Acts 2, 
whether the reverse procedure should be 
followed, or w hether the two accounts are 
to be understood as totally different.

Since the Book of Acts was written not 
less than eight years after  I Corinthians, 
and by an author who was a close compan
ion of the Apostle Paul, there is at least 
some reason to believe that Luke’s careful 
description of the languages at Pentecost 
is one way of saying, “ This is what the New 
Testam ent gift of tongues is really like.”

Sam arin’s book would confirm that judg
ment.

W. T. P l h k i s e h

How to Build a Bus Ministry
By Jam es E. Coggin and Bernard M. Spen
cer  (Broadman Press, 1971. 32 pp., 65c.)

“ On the first Sunday our very first bus 
ran, a 13-year-old girl made her profession 
in Christ. By the end of the first year of a 
bus ministry at Travis Avenue Baptist 
Church, more than 250 boys, girls, and 
adult riders had presented themselves on 
profession of faith in Christ and united 
with our church” (from the back cover).

Such was the success of this church which 
is shared inside this short booklet. Orig
inally Chapter Five and the Appendix of 
You Can R each P eople Now, $3.95, Broad
man Press, 1971, by the same authors, this 
brief introduction to the bus ministry of the 
Travis Avenue Baptist Church has many 
fresh and different ideas from which any 
bus ministry could profit. Included in the 
booklet are ideas on scheduling and organ
ization that this reviewer has not found in 
other books on the subject. One such con
cept is expressed on page 31, “ Don’t 
assume that your church must set up a 
separate organization for bus outreach. The 
Sunday school is the organization to do this 
jo b .” Most bus ministries presently operat
ing do have a separate organization formed 
for this purpose.

P a l l  L o h e n z f .n

March, 1973 31



All About the Bus Ministry
By Wally B e e b e  (Sword of the Lord, 1970. 
88 pp., paper, $1.00.)

Presently associate pastor at First Baptist 
Church of Hammond, Ind., in charge of 
the bus ministry. Rev. Wally Beebe wrote 
this book out of his experiences while he 
was associate pastor of Trinity Baptist 
Church, Jacksonville, Fla. W hile at Trinity 
he increased the bus ministry from 30 to 
360 in attendance, and had tremendous 
success in evangelism at the same time. He 
reached entire families for Christ through 
the bus outreach program

W ritten for the purpose of introducing 
the interested person to the principles and 
methods of the bus ministry, this book is 
very basic in content and approach. Beebe 
deals with the "w hy,’’ “ w hat,” “ w here,” 
and “ how” of beginning a bus ministry. 
Although the composition and grammar of 
the book leave somewhat to be desired, the 
information is present and serves its pur
pose well.

This book was included in the Sunday  
S c h oo l  S u p er in ten d en t ’s R esource  Packet  
for the fall quarter of 1972, available 
through the Nazarene Publishing House.

P a u l  L o h k n z e n

•  Not Slothful in Business
Spring c leaning is a trad itiona l event, 
and so m ight be the a tten tion  to those 
deta ils  tha t can help or h inder the K ing
dom .

•  A Credo for Christian Leaders
A few  basic p rinc ip les  can m ake a vast 
d iffe re nce  in the e ffec tiveness of the 
C hristian shepherd.

•  Who Were the 3,000?
Paul M a rtin ’s own unique sty le m akes 
Pentecost seem  very  m uch alive in 
te rm s of tod ay ’s ho liness church.

COMING
next month

Preachers’ 
Exchange

W A N TED — To buy: T h e  W orks o f  W esley,  
Yols. VII and V III, by Jackson; T h e  R ed is 
covery  o f  J o h n  W esley ,  by George Croft 
Cell; T h e  L i f e  a n d  T im es  o f  the Rev. J o h n  
W esley , M.A.,  3 vols., by Luke Tverm an.— 
Rev. Archie R. George, R .F.D . 3, Pleasant 
Dr., Londonderry, N.H. 03054.

FO R  SA L E — Com plete set of Bib lica l  Illus
trator,  57 vols. About 50 vols. in new, un
used condition. Sell for less than half price 
— $150, or nearest offer. ( These are a re
print made by Baker in 1950 s.)— Harold 
W. Hoffman, 2022 Centre St. North, Cal
gary, Alberta, Canada, T 2 E  2T1.

Items for this Exchange may be either W AN TED or 
FOR SALE, but must be confined to old periodicals and 
out-of-print books. All response should be directly with 
the advertiser and not with this office or the Nazarene 
Publishing House. W e are glad to render this free ser
vice on these terms. This service not available to book
stores or laymen.
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AMONG OURSELVES

Our worship is something we do not want to talk about too 
much, because too much talk about anything tends to defeat 
its own purpose. Concern for the health, for example, is good, 
but too much concern for the health can be abnormal. The 
hypochondriac is to be pitied. At the risk of thinking “ too 
much” about worship, it is worth our prayerful consideration 
to read Dr. Barth Smith’s article on page 3. Worship can indeed 
be either dangerous or delightful. One thing that can make it 
delightful is to achieve the kind of spirit in the service that Ron 
Lush portrays in his “ stereo-phonic choir” (p. 8). This writer 
has experienced some delightful moments of worship in such an 
atmosphere. It is a happy coincidence that Evangelist Wachtel 
suggests how all this relates to that revival crusade (p. 19). 
Arid with that thought, you may be surprised to discover a dif
ferent approach to the question, “ Who is the key man?” (p. 22). 
So our best wishes for this season of the year when we renew our 
efforts in outreach and evangelism is that renewal shall be yours, 
and shall be in your church and among your people, and may 
your times of worship be more exciting than ever during these 
days.

Yours for souls,



r  y

S u d d e n ly

i t ’s

t o *S ta r t

1973 VBS INTRODUCTORY PACKET
A handy, a ttra c tive , c o m p a c t k it  p rov id in g  VBS D IRECTO RS and SU PERVISO RS  

w ith  a sam p ling  o f all the  e xc itin g  NEW  m a te ria ls

“Superintendent's Notes and Record Guide”— basic planning 

guide

5 Teachers’ Manuals— offer easy-to-follow schedules with 
how-to-teach helps

5 Pupils’ Books— one from each department, Nursery through 
Teen

Master Craft Kit— contains craft information and sample ma
terials for all age-groups 

Promotional Item s— Theme Button, Pencil, Bulletin, Name 

Tag, Pupil Certificate 

Publicity Aids— Poster, Dodger, Postcard, Balloon 

Music Supplement— all the new songs from the manuals 

Catalog/Planbook— with "tim esaver" order form

Plus 1973 VBS Theme Filmstrip and Record, 1973 VBS Missionary Special Packet

V-473 A $14.85 value

nary bpeciai KacKei

Qify 95
Lesson-correlated visual aids and activities also important 
for your advance planning sessions

V-1173 Nursery Teaching Packet $2.25
V-2273 Kindergarten Teaching Packet $2.25

V-3373 Primary Teaching Packet $2.25
V-4473 Junior Teaching Packet $2.25

V-5573 Teen Teaching Packet $2.25

VBS— WHY, WHAT, HOW? (handbook) $1.50

Add 5 percent fo r postage and handling (5c per $1.00)

Soon it w ill be NIflBQ 
ACT NOW and be ready to display 

these basic items at your planning sessions.

ATTENTION! A ll supplies should be ordered TWO MONTHS  
before your VBS begins.

Order from your PUBLISHING HOUSE


